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January 25
10:30am
Communion
Proclaimer: Carol McEntyre
Scripture: John 2:1-11
Sermon: Invited to the Party
If you would like to place flowers in the 
Sanctuary for this or a future worship 
service, contact Kimberly Coates 
(kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 128). 

WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

WORSHIP

January 27
2:00-3:30pm 

Engaged Aging Tea Party  
(Parlor)

January 28
7:00am 

Wednesdays@First Activities 

February 2
11:30am-1:00pm

Engaged Aging Groundhog Day 
Souper Celebration (AYMC Terrace Level)

January 21
Wednesdays@First will continue 

this week with the Adults@First 
opportunities listed below. Supper 
will be served at 5:00pm. Make 
your reservations and view menus 
here: https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/

Adults@First Opportunities—6:00pm
MidWeek Classic: In the Wake 

of Paul—Insights on Paul’s 
Missionary Journey from a Turkish 
Pilgrimage (Fellowship Hall) led by 
Carol McEntyre

Becoming Boards: An Intentional 
Vision for 2026 (AYMC Lobby) led by 
Cathy Goldfarb

MidWeek Tech Support (Media Center) 
led by Michael McEntyre

In November 2024, NPR ran a 
story titled “Churches in America 
Are Having a Hard Time Finding 
Pastors.” The story opened with a 
sobering reality: “American religious 
institutions are facing a crisis: they 
don’t have enough clergy to lead 
congregations, particularly in rural 
areas.” Across the country, clergy 
are retiring and dying at a faster 
rate than new leaders are entering 
ministry. In response to this growing 
concern, the Lilly Endowment—one 
of the largest private philanthropic 
organizations in the country—has 
awarded more than $400 million 
in grants to dozens of universities, 
colleges, and theological schools to 
support collaborations that prepare 
ordained ministers and lay pastoral 
leaders. While this investment 
is significant, the solution to the 
clergy shortage does not begin at 
the seminary level; it begins at the 
congregational level. 

The local church is most often 
where a calling to vocational 
ministry is either cultivated—or not. 
That conviction is at the heart of a 
new pilot project launched by the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF), one of our denominational 
partners, with fifteen churches 
participating, including First 
Baptist. As part of this project, I will 
meet regularly with pastors from 
participating congregations to reflect 
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on how we can cultivate a sense of 
calling in our churches—work that 
has already led to one small but 
meaningful outcome you may have 
noticed. When I extend the invitation 
at the conclusion of the sermon, I 
have begun adding these words: “If 
you feel called to vocational ministry, 
come down the aisle and speak 
with me.” This is a reminder, to me 
and to all of us, that nurturing future 
ministers is part of our responsibility.  

Baptists believe in the priesthood 
of all believers. This belief grew 
out of the Protestant Reformation 
and the teaching of the reformer 
Martin Luther. Luther taught that 
through baptism, all believers are 
set apart as priests before God. As 
Scripture says in 1 Peter 2, “You 
are a royal priesthood.” This means 
that every believer can go directly 
to God through Jesus Christ. We 
do not need a priest or any other 
human mediator to receive God’s 
grace; Jesus is the mediator. The 
priesthood of all believers also 
means we are all called to serve God 
and to share in God’s work in the 
world. 

That is why at First Baptist, one 
of our mottos is “Every member 
a minister.” This understanding 
also shapes how Baptists view the 
church. We believe that the primary 
authority of the church does not rest 
with popes, bishops, presbyteries, 
conferences, or other hierarchical 
bodies. Instead, ultimate authority 
belongs to Christ and is expressed 
through the local congregation 
as it seeks to follow Christ 
together. The congregation has the 
responsibility to set apart and ordain 
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On Sunday, January 11, we hosted a Parent 
Education Night for families of children and youth. 
We welcomed six knowledgeable and compassionate 
panelists who shared insight into body safety, 
sexuality and other meaningful topics that support 
parents as they navigate important, sometimes 
challenging, conversations with their children.

The evening included extended Q&A, where parents 
asked thoughtful questions and engaged in honest, 
encouraging dialogue. The wisdom, experience and 
care present in the room created a space that felt 
empowering and deeply supportive. We are incredibly 
grateful to our panelists and to the families who 
joined us for making this a rich and impactful night. 
Opportunities like this remind us how powerful it is to 
learn, listen and grow together as a community. 

In partnership with Parent Education, our youth are 
also participating in their own Health & Safety series. 
Our youth learned from Alexa Harper, Education 
Coordinator with the Julie Valentine Center, about 
sexual and dating violence, consent and online 

safety, equipping them with age-appropriate 
knowledge and practical tools in a supportive 
environment.

Our panelists included:
Rick Floyd, Information Security Specialist
Kim Ponce, MS, NCC, LPC, Chief Programs Officer, 
Julie Valentine Center

Dr. Amanda Small, MD MPH, Child Abuse 
Pediatrician

Dr. Hal Stewart, PhD, LPC, Doctor of Clinical 
Sexology CST, CSAT, CPTT, Co-Founder for Sexual 
and Relational Health

Erica Van Wagner, LISW-CP, Social Worker
Dr. Elizabeth Willingham, PHD, LPC/S, NCC, IHC, 
HTCP, Therapist

—Bridget Kokolis, Minister to Children and  
Mary Carol Anderson, Minister to Youth & College

Before he became Pope John Paul 
II, then Cardinal Wojtyla wrote a 
book—The Acting Person—which 
described church participation as 
either authentic or inauthentic.

The two kinds of authentic 
engagement, he wrote, are 
solidarity and protest. We expect 
him to say solidarity. But he says 
there also must be a space for 
protest in communities where 
falsehoods are called truths, 
power is abused, ethics are 
compromised, apathy infects 
compassion, or people are misled.

Witness Amos calling for justice 
to roll down like waters, Esther 
protesting the schemes of Haman, 
Jesus pronouncing “woes” on the 

Pharisees, the Syrophoenician 
woman calling for equitable 
treatment, and Paul warning 
about false prophets. The Bible 
says protest is a form of authentic 
engagement! 

The two kinds of inauthentic 
engagement, Wojtyla wrote, are 
conformity and non-participation. 
Calling conformity inauthentic may 
come as a surprise to those who 
think churches are just “bastions 
of groupthink.” I hope you’ve 
noticed that while we work to 
cultivate unity at First Baptist, we 
discourage mindless conformity.

Paul’s diverse lists of the Gifts 
of the Spirit and the Fruits of 
the Spirit are sacred writ to us! 
We celebrate the uniqueness of 
every child of God and see our 
varied and complementary gifts as 
evidence that the Spirit is alive and 
well in our midst.

His suggestion that non-
participation is an expression of 
inauthenticityis interesting. He is 
not saying that failing to show up 
disappoints social expectations 
or makes God angry. He is saying 
that to commit to a community 
and then not participate in its life is 
a way of being untrue to ourselves 
and unfaithful to our values. 

In Pastoral Care I see how our 
need “to be of help” is as great 
as our need “for help.” So, please 
accept our invitation to be more 
involved in the member-to-
member ministries of the church! 
Not to “appease the gods” or 
because we’re taking attendance. 
Participate in the circle of mutual 
care because it is a life-giving and 
joyful way to truly become the 
person God created you to be! 

—Kyle Matthews, Minister of 
Pastoral Care
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On Sunday, February 8, our congregation will celebrate The FBG Foundation during 
a special worship service. We will share how the Foundation supports missions and 
ministries as well as hear from Foundation fund recipients who will be worshipping 
with us. Prior to the service, there will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall during 
the Sunday School Hour (9:00-10:15am) for donors, recipients, committee members 

and anyone interested in learning more. Please stop by and say hello before going to Sunday School!

We are grateful for the newest class 
of deacons that were ordained or 
installed in worship on January 11, 
2026. Their servant leadership will be 
valuable to our church.

Ordained: Patrick Bairefoot, Katherine 
Gallagher-King, Anna Goldston, Walt 
Herbert, Jamie Kaltenbach, Brian 
Marshall, Julie Moniot, Sarah Ramsey-
Smith, Doug Stout and Zachary 
Sutton

Installed: Cassandra Bray, Lora 
Johnstone, John Long, Sarah 
McGregor, Jim Stewart and David 
Taylor

—Jenna Manning, Director of Church 
Operations
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The FBG Foundation was first 
established in 1992 as the Faith 
Fund, an effort to support the 
missions programs of First Baptist 
in perpetuity. The Foundation 
expanded in 2004 and now 
manages five distinct funds:

The Faith Fund for local, state, 
national and international 
missions

The General Fund for ministries 
and special projects

The Leadership Development 
Fund for the education, training 
or skills development of the laity 
and clergy

The Property Fund for major 
maintenance or capital needs of 
the church property and facilities

The Tithe Fund for support of the 
operating budget of the Church 
now and in the future

Designed to receive gifts over and 
above a donor’s annual giving, the 
Foundation allows donors to make 
current or planned gifts that can 
support the church’s local, national 
and global missions as well as 
the ministries budget for years to 
come. It has disbursed more than 
$3 million since its beginning.

If you would like to learn how 
you can make a planned gift 
through your will, a trust or an 
IRA bequest, please contact the 
church office. Other members 
of the congregation have made 
such plans and by doing so have 
ensured that their giving will 

continue to support the church’s 
outreach for generations to come.

We look forward to this time of 
celebrating new beginnings, 
learning more about the 
Foundation and sharing gratitude 
to our partners in mission and 
ministry.

A total of $218,151 was distributed 
from the Foundation in 2025, 
and $120,000 of that total was 
designated for the Faith Fund, 
from which the Partnerships and 
Affiliations Committee awards 
grants to be used for projects 
benefitting local, state, national, 
and even international missions.

—Partnerships and Affiliations 
Committee
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For After Hours Pastoral 
Care, please call the Church 
Office, 864-233-2527, leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “2” for “Pastoral Care” 
or email pastoral.care@ 

firstbaptistgreenville.com. One of 
our staff ministers will respond 

to your message.

Scan here to support 
the financial needs 

of First Baptist 
Greenville.

Revenue Report
12/30/2025 YTD: $3,138,519

12/31/2024 Actual: $2,964,671

12/31/2025 Budget: $2,982,000

From the Senior Minister, continued from p. 1

Upcoming Events
 indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
1/21	 7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
		  Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
	 Wednesdays@First Activities 
1/25	 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) Including Communion 
			   with Proclaimer Carol McEntyre
	 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
			   Room)
1/27	 2:00-3:30pm Engaged Aging Tea 	
			   Party (Parlor) 
1/28	 7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
		  Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
	 Wednesdays@First Activities 
1/30-2/1	 Youth Winter Retreat
2/1	 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer 	
			   Camille Loomis Rehnborg
		  No Sunday Night Live for Youth
2/2	 11:30am-1:00pm Engaged Aging  
			   Groundhog Day Souper 	
			   Celebration (AYMC Terrace Level)
2/4	 7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
		  Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
	 Wednesdays@First Activities 
2/6	 10:30am-1:30pm Engaged Aging 	
			   Lunch & More (Fellowship Hall)
2/8	 10:30am Foundation 	
			   Sunday Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Matt 	
			   Rollins
2/17	 5:30-6:30pm Engaged Aging 	

Wednesday Night Supper Menu
Please make reservations by noon on 
Monday at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/ 

January 21
Adults: Chicken Divan, Rice, Butter Basil 

Carrots, Fruit, Spinach Salad, Rolls, 
Dessert

Children: Chicken Fingers, French Fries, 
Fruit, Cookie

Wednesdays@First Schedule

Youth@First
4:00-7:00pm	 Hang Time (AYMC Terrace 	
	 Level)
Wednesday Night Supper & Prayer Time
5:00-6:00pm	 (Fellowship Hall)

FBG Kids
5:30-7:00pm	 Worship Care for Ages 3 & 	
	 Under (C208, C214)
5:45-7:00pm	 K4 & K5 Making Space 	
	 Block & Playtime (C302)
5:45-6:10pm	 1st-5th Grade Choir (C303)
6:15-7:00pm	 Making Space Block (C300)

Adults@First
6:00-7:00pm	 Adults@First
MidWeek Classic: In the Wake of Paul—
Insights on Paul’s Missionary Journey 
from a Turkish Pilgrimage (Fellowship 
Hall) led by Carol McEntyre

Becoming Boards: An Intentional Vision 
for 2026 (AYMC Lobby) led by Cathy 
Goldfarb

MidWeek Tech Support (Media Center) led 
by Michael McEntyre

7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
	 (Choir Room)

Sympathy
…to the family of Lynda Sykes.

specific individuals, as clergy, for 
particular roles, such as preaching, 
administering the Lord’s Supper and 
caring for the life of the church. This is 
also why we lay hands on and ordain 
deacons; we are blessing them for 
specific ministry in the church. 

All of this is to say that seminaries 
and colleges play an important role, 
but for Baptists, the responsibility 
for calling and affirming ministers 
ultimately belongs to the local 
congregation.

Thankfully, First Baptist has a long 
and faithful history of cultivating 
calling. We currently have two 
“homegrown” ministers on our staff, 

Mary Carol Anderson and Kyle 
Matthews, both of whom grew up in 
this church and experienced a call 
to ministry here. Later this spring, 
we will also have the joy of ordaining 
one of our own, Annie Deaton! You 
will hear about the CBF Cultivating 
Calling project in the months ahead; 
it may also bring a college student to 
First Baptist this summer, someone 
actively exploring a call to ministry, 
who will have the opportunity to learn 
and serve among us.

May First Baptist continue to be a 
place where such callings are heard, 
nurtured and joyfully answered.

—Carol
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