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October 5
World Communion Sunday
Proclaimer: Carol McEntyre
Scripture: Luke 18:9-14
Sermon: The Crooked Timber
Guest Choir: Clemson University 
Singers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given in 
loving memory of Benje Willingham by 
his family.
The flowers in the Sanctuary on 
September 28 were given in loving 
memory of Peggy Ellison Good by her 
family.
If you would like to provide flowers 
for one of our future services, email 
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or call 864-233-2527, ext. 128. 
Upcoming open dates are October 19 
and 26.

WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

WORSHIP

October 1
Supper is served at 5:00pm. Make 
reservations and view menus here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/

MidWeek Classic: Summer One 
Reads—Jesus and the Disinherited 
by Howard Thurman (Fellowship 
Hall) led by Camille Loomis 
Rehnborg

How to Have Difficult Conversations 
(Media Center) led by Matt Rollins

Watercolors with Patrick (AYMC 
Lobby) led by Patrick Bairefoot

continued on page 2

Beloved First Baptist,
I am back from Turkey! Our group 
visited sites where Paul preached 
the good news of Jesus’ love, 
and we studied the books of Acts 
and Galatians along the way. Paul 
proclaimed the gospel while trying 
to hold the fledgling church together. 
Yet factions quickly emerged, 
leading Paul to write these striking 
words in Galatians 5:14-15: “For 
the whole law is summed up in one 
commandment, you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. If, however, 
you bite and devour one another, 
take care that you are not consumed 
by one another.”
I read this passage just before 
hearing of Charlie Kirk’s 
assassination, which followed 
closely after the assassination 
of Melissa Hortman. Paul’s vivid 
imagery of a community turning 
on itself felt painfully relevant to 
our political landscape. According 
to non-partisan research at the 
University of Chicago and Princeton, 
political violence is rising in the 
United States. Recent examples 
include:

October 3
10:30am-1:00pm 

Engaged Aging Friday Lunch & More 
(Fellowship Hall)

October 5
10:30am

World Communion Sunday Worship 
Service (Sanctuary)

October 8 
6:00-7:00pm

Wednesdays@First Activities 

Assassination of Charlie Kirk 
(September 2025)

Assassination of Melissa Hortman 
(June 2025)

Arson at Governor Josh Shapiro’s 
residence (April 2025)

Attempted assassination of Donald 
Trump (2024)

Attack on Paul Pelosi (October 
2022)

Attempted assassination of Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh (June 2022)

This troubling pattern cannot be 
separated from the inflammatory 
tone of our political rhetoric, 
amplified by social media algorithms 
that reward outrage and division. 
Paul’s words feel startlingly current: 
“If, however, you bite and devour 
one another, take care that you are 
not consumed by one another.” His 
warning captures this moment—a 
society so fractured that it risks 
devouring itself through anger and 
vengeance. What are people of 
goodwill to do? What are followers 
of Jesus to do in these perilous 
times? 
As your pastor, I implore you: do 
not join in the dehumanizing and 
demonizing of others. Dehumanizing 
language reduces the humanity of 
people, often by comparing them 
to animals, objects or diseases, 
which can justify mistreatment and 
violence. You may have reason to 
deeply disagree with those with 
differing politics. You may have 

From the 
Senior 
Minister
CAROL MCENTYRE
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• Pens/pencils 
• Erasers 
• Easy mac & cheese 
• Small cans of Pringles® 
• Ramen noodles 
• Chewy granola bars 
• Fruit snacks 
• Snack-size trail mix and 
Goldfish® crackers 
• Individual bags of cookies or 
crackers 
• Microwave popcorn 
• Rice Krispy® treats 
• Spare Halloween candy (no 
chocolate, please!)

We will collect homemade 
baked goods to add to the 
packages on November 30.

If you have a current college 
or graduate student in your 
family, please encourage them 
to fill out the college contact 
update form here: https://
forms.gle/LiLLSLDGinwB7iS8A 

If we do not have their current 
school email address and 
mailing address, we cannot 
send them a care package. 

—Youth Staff

From the Senior Minister, continued from page 1

Remember these members celebrating birthdays in October who 
may not always be able to be with us in worship.

—Kyle Matthews, Minister of Pastoral Care
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The time has come for our annual 
College Care Packages! Each year, we 
pack up goodies that the congregation 
has donated and ship them to students 
so that they arrive right in the middle 
of finals. This is a great way for us to 
continue supporting the undergraduate 
and graduate students who have called 
First Baptist Greenville their church home. 

Please turn in your donations now so that 
we have plenty of time to assemble, pack 
and ship these care packages! There are 
collection bins in the Front Office, and 
the deadline for donations is Sunday, 
November 16. Please consider donating 
the following individually wrapped items: 

Care for Our College Students This Fall

10/14 
Louise Stanford 

10/16
Doris Meissner 

10/20 
Gwen Kennedy 

10/21 
Pat Atkinson 

10/30
Mary Francis Tuten 

cause to be angry, but when we join in name-calling and 
contempt, we do more than deepen the divide in our 
country—we wound our own souls. As Christians, we 
know that even those we perceive as enemies are made 
in the image of God. We know Jesus chose to die rather 
than kill his enemies. As a result, we are called to live 
differently.  
As political violence becomes more common, our 
collective sense of what is “acceptable” erodes, and 
each new act makes the next more thinkable. We must 
resist that slide. Do not accept this as normal, right, or 
God forbid, good. 
I also urge you to pause before rushing to social media 
to express anger and grief. It’s not that your voice lacks 
value, but these platforms are designed to amplify 
outrage, normalize harsh rhetoric and escalate tensions.

Pause. Breathe. Feel the outrage and sorrow—but don’t 
let them own you. Turn toward God and seek peace 
amid the storm. In moments like this, I find Douglas 
McKelvey’s prayer for One Suffering Anxiety particularly 
helpful:
“In such moments, I need you, O Christ, to speak into 
those agitated waters of my soul, calling them to calm. 
Speak now, O Christ! Quiet my anxiety. Still my soul.  
O my soul, be still.”
By refusing to dehumanize others and resisting the 
urge to fuel the flames of political outrage, we are not 
standing idly by—we are actively contributing to turning 
the tide and helping to rebuild a culture of respect, 
peace and shared humanity. May we each find that 
stillness, and through it, the strength to love and resist 
the cycles of anger and violence around us.  
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We are blessed 
to have the 
Clemson 
University 
Singers as our 
guest service 
choir on World 
Communion 
Sunday, 

October 5. They are performing 
with the Greenville Symphony 
Orchestra at the Peace Center 
later that afternoon. 

The CU Singers is an auditioned, 
mixed-voice ensemble of 
approximately 70 singers, 
selected from across the student 
body. They perform multiple 
genres—a diverse selection of 
choral repertoire—and focus 
on a cappella selections to 

highlight blend, rhythm and 
musical excellence. Annually, they 
present a major choral-orchestral 
masterwork.

Anthony Bernarducci, director of 
CU Singers, is Associate Professor 
of Music at Clemson University 
and serves as Coordinator of 
Graduate Studies in Music 
Education and the Director of 
Choral/Vocal Studies, taking 
choirs to 
perform across 
the east coast 
of the US and 
across Europe. 
He is also the 
newly named 
Conductor and 
Artistic Director 
of the Greenville 

Chorale and Herring Chamber 
Ensemble. Anthony is a published 
author and an active composer 
with works represented by a 
number of major publishers.

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear 
beautiful music as we gather with 
the world in communion!

—Kimberly Coates, Music & 
Worship Ministry Assistant
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Guest Choir on World Communion Sunday

It’s that time again where candy and costumes are 
in full swing! Every October for the past several 
years, our church has collected and donated bags of 
candy for our neighbors in Nicholtown to help them 
celebrate Halloween with their annual Trunk or Treat 
festival. There are typically hundreds of children in 
attendance, so we need your help to make sure there 
is plenty of candy to go around!  

Please have your donations to the church by 
Wednesday, October 22, so the organizers of the 
festival will have the candy in time for the festival. 

If you would like to help, please bring your bags of 
individually wrapped candies to the church Reception 
Area or the hallway outside the Fellowship Hall by 
October 22. 

Thank you so much for your generosity to our 
neighbors!

—Matt Rollins, Minister of Community Engagement 
& Nancy Schlepphorst, Member of the Missions 

Committee
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Focus on Missions: Nicholtown Trunk or Treat
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For After Hours Pastoral 
Care, please call the Church 
Office, 864-233-2527, leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “2” for “Pastoral Care” 
or email pastoral.care@ 

firstbaptistgreenville.com. One of 
our staff ministers will respond 

to your message.

Scan here to support 
the financial needs 

of First Baptist 
Greenville.

Revenue Report
9/22/2025 YTD: $1,826,442

9/30/2024 Actual: $1,938,298

9/30/2025 Budget: $2,236,500

Wednesdays@First Schedule

Youth@First
4:00-7:00pm	 Hang Time (AYMC Terrace 	
	 Level)
Wednesday Night Supper & Prayer Time
5:00-6:00pm	 (Fellowship Hall)

FBG Kids
5:30-7:00pm	 Worship Care for Ages 3 & 	
	 Under (C208, C214)
5:45-7:00pm	 K4 & K5 Making Space 	
	 Block & Playtime (C302)
5:45-6:10pm	 1st-5th Grade Choir (C303)
6:15-7:00pm	 Making Space Block (C300)

Adults@First
6:00-7:00pm	 Adults@First
MidWeek Classic: Summer One Reads—
Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard 
Thurman (Fellowship Hall) with Camille 
Loomis Rehnborg 

[Beginning 10/15: Life Together by Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer with Carol McEntyre]

How to Have Difficult Conversations 
(Media Center) with Matt Rollins

Watercolors with Patrick (AYMC) with 
Patrick Bairefoot

7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
	 (Choir Room)

Wednesday Night Supper Menu
Please make reservations by noon on 
Monday at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/ 

October 1
Adults: Pork Tenderloin GF, Potatoes Au 
Gratin GF, Green Beans GF, Salad, Fruit, 

Rolls, Dessert
Children: Chicken Tenders, French Fries, 

Fruit, Cookie 
October 8

Adults: Pork Chicken Divan GF, Rice GF, 
Butter Basil Carrots GF, Salad Fruit, Rolls, 

Dessert
Children: Fish Sticks, Tater Tots, Fruit, 

Cookie

Upcoming Events
 indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
10/1	 7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
			   Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities 
10/3	 10:30am-1:00pm Engaged Aging 	
			   Friday Lunch & More (Fellowship 	
			   Hall)
10/5	 10:30am World Communion 	
			   Sunday Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol 	
			   McEntyre and the Clemson 	
			   University Singers, including 	
			   Communion 
	 11:30am FBG Kids Sunday 	
			   Funday: Denver Downs
	 11:30am Youth to Denver Downs
	 6:00pm High School Youth to 	
			   Haunted House
10/8	 7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
			   Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities 
10/9	 1:00-7:00pm Special Engaged 	
			   Aging Hike and Dinner at Sierra 	
			   Nevada Brewing Co in Asheville
10/12	 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol 	
			   McEntyre, including Family 	
			   Dedication 
10/15	7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
			   Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities 
10/16	10:30am-3:00pm Roadrunners Trip  
			   to Happy Cow Creamery
10/19	 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol 	
			   McEntyre and Bell Tower 	
			   Ringers
	 4:00-7:00pm Fall Church Picnic 	
			   (FBG Garden)
10/22	7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
			   Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
	 Noon-1:00pm Community 		
			   Engagement Lunch & Learn 	
			   (Media Center) 
		  Breathe Week 

Sympathy
…Lindsay Grainger and family in the 
death of her grandmother.
… Debbie Paden, Sarah Paden and 
Naomi Mobley in the death of her 
sister-in-law and their aunt.
… Rob Bailey and family in the death 
of his mother.

Yard Sale Donations
The Yard Sale Committee is accepting 
donations on Thursdays between 
10:00am and 2:00pm at the Practice 
Gym lobby entrance. You can contact 
matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
for more information.

Introducing
Rex Maynard, who became a 
watchcare member during worship on 
September 21. Rex is married to Louise 
(Weeza) Boyd Maynard, who is also a 
member.
Samantha Connor, who joined during 
worship on Sunday, September 21. 
Samantha is employed at Mauldin 
Middle School and is a member of the 
Link Sunday School class.
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