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WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

December 11
Wednesdays@First Activities

6:00pm MidWeek Gathering Advent
Party (Fellowship Hall)

SUNDAY WORSHIP

December 15

10:30am

Third Sunday of Advent
The Candle of Joy
Proclaimer: Carol McEntyre
Scripture: Luke 1:67-79

Sermon: Songs of Advent:
The Benedictus (Zechariah’s Song)

Service Musicians: Sanctuary Choir,
Instrumentalists, Bell Tower Ringers

sg Pews in front of the baptistry

will be reserved for our Deaf
and hard-of-hearing community. When
available, an ASL interpreter will be at
the base of the baptistry.

December 22, 6:30pm
Candlelight Service of
Lessons and Carols
Sanctuary

December 24, 5:00pm

Christmas Eve Family

Service of Communion
Sanctuary

January 5
Epiphany Breakfast
Fellowship Hall
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
epiphany-breakfast/

March 7-9, 2025
Churchwide Retreat
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
church-retreat-2024-creation-calls-
and-i-must-go/
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From the
Senior
Minister

_ CAROL MCENTYRE

We are in the season of Christmas and
the approaching New Year—a time
when churches often welcome many
visitors! For many, Christmas does
not feel complete without cherished
traditions like candlelight worship,
familiar carols, and the nativity story.
These moments evoke a sense of
nostalgia that draws people back,
even if it has been years since they
last walked through the doors of a
church. As the New Year begins,
people often resolve to “get back to
church,” making the start of the year
another key time when churches see
an increase in guests.

This week, | listened to a podcast
featuring a church consultant who
shared a surprising and sobering
observation from his visits to
hundreds of churches. He noted that
in 75% of the churches he attended,
not a single person spoke to him!
Even more surprising, every church
believed their congregation would be
different. “Oh, you wait until you visit
our church,” they would insist, “Our
church is so friendly,” yet over and
over, his experience was the same.

It is not that churchgoers do not care
about guests. Of course, we care. The
problem is that we all tend to gravitate
toward our friends on Sunday
mornings. Without intentional effort,
welcoming someone new simply does
not make it onto our radar, yet as Kyle
Matthews, our Minister of Pastoral
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Care, said in his welcome during
worship a few Sundays ago: The
best welcome anyone can receive
comes from you! The hospitality we
show to first-time guests can make
a tremendous difference in whether
they choose to return. It is our
collective responsibility to create
an environment where people feel
noticed, welcomed and cared for.

It can be intimidating to talk to
someone new, especially in a
congregation our size, when you
are unsure if someone is a guest or
simply someone you have not met
yet. We can all play a part in making
our church a warm and inviting
space. Here are a few ideas to help
you get started:

“Hi, | don’t think we’ve met yet. I'm
[Your Name].”

“It’'s great to see you! Remind me
of your name?”

“I’ve seen you around, but | don’t
think we’ve had a chance to talk
yet. I'm [Your Name].”

“I’'m terrible with names—have we
met before?”

As we celebrate Christmas together
and welcome the New Year, let us
keep our hearts and eyes open

for those who may be first-time
guests or visiting for the first time
in a long time. A warm smile and a
kind word of welcome can make all
the difference. This season is also
a natural time to invite someone to
join you for worship—whether it is a
neighbor, a co-worker, or a friend.

I look forward to welcoming you
and your guests this season!

—Carol
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this ministry are our Local Relief Fund,
which offers assistance to community
members in need (Christmas Eve offering
benefits this ministry), and our Lula
Whilden World Missions offering, which
supports the field missionary work of our
denominational affiliates.

During the Candlelight Service on
December 22, 100% of the offering will
go to the Lula Whilden World Missions

* The Alliance of Baptist’s (AOB)
“Active Hope Partners” —https://
allianceofbaptists.org/partners/

+ Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of
South Carolina’s (CBFSC) “Beverly
Greer* Offering for State Missions” —
https://cbfsc.org/missions/

* Amani Sasa’s ministry to refugee
families in Uganda—https://www.
amanisasa.org/

— . * . . .

: Lula Whilden*™ World Missions Offering o\
% There are many ways in which First CBF Field Personnel: Jonathan Bailey, \]:Lé E{:\DWM ! Is: ; oENr;I
=49 Baptist does and supports ministry to Carson and Laura Foushee, and Tina

S those in need, from the local level to Boyles Bailey —https://cbf.net/field- i

] - iance

i the global. Two specific resources for personnel & of Baptists
pd

)

>

>

O

®)

cbf

Cuuperalive Baplisl
Fellowship of South Carolina

Offering. —Matt Rollins,

, _ *Two of these offerings are named Minister of
Your generous gifts will be used by these  ;¢tar women in our church who made a Community
partners to show love and support for significant impact in missions ministry — Engagement,

those whom Jesus calls us to care: and the Missions

and Affiliations
Committee

Lula Whilden (https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/who-was-lula-whilden/) and Beverly
Greer (https://cbfsc.org/missions/).

» The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s
(CBF) “Offering for Global Missions” —
https://cbf.net/global-missions

y ;’r'F What could be a better Christmas gift for your youth than a weekend
YOUTH & COLLEGE ' away Yvith their friends, in.clu‘ding a.dgy filled with winter fur.\? AII ‘
youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for our annual ski trip! This
WINTER SKI RETREAT year we are headed back to Winterplace Ski Resort in West Virginia
for a two-night trip. We’ll be skiing all day Saturday, so come ready
to shred some powder and have some fun! We can’t wait to hit the
slopes again!

Winterplace Ski Resort, WV
January 31 - February 2

Visit https://forms.gle/D78tzRujWTjPs5Sa9 to learn more about our
2025 Youth Family Winter Retreat and to register and pay for your

1
REGISTRATION NOW CPEN! youth to attend-

—Sarah Carter, Youth Ministry Assistant

Enrollment for First Baptist Day School 2025-2026

Enrollment for First Baptist Church
members and current students will
be held January 7-10.

options for early and extended
stay. We do not offer a summer
program.

Integration of our interpretation of
this philosophy guides the learning
process.
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First Baptist Day School, a private
preschool founded in 1952, serves
200 children ages eight weeks
through five years. Our school year
runs from mid-August until mid-
May. Our hours are 9am-1pm with

The school is licensed by the
state of South Carolina. In 1989,
the teaching staff began their
study of the Reggio Approach,
an educational philosophy which
originated in Reggio Emilia, Italy.

Please contact Chrissy

Martin at chrissy.martin@
firstbaptistgreenville.com prior to
January 7 if you would like to learn
more about the Day School or
enroll your child.
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Advent Gifts

In the birth narratives of the gospels, the really significant happenings
occur not in the city square in broad daylight, but in the dark of night,
in distant fields and unoccupied barns, and in private. It’s as though a
present is being wrapped that will only be revealed in time.

The ministries of the church are like that, too! While worship is the
grand gathering of the church family, most life-giving, life-changing
connections happen out of sight in interpersonal spaces.

This week, your representatives on the Visitation Team are quietly
making their way around the city to visit those who cannot come to

us. Like the wise men, they take with them three gifts: our love, the
assurance that the bond of Christian fellowship is strong, and a gift bag
full of seasonal goodies! The recipients may be grateful, but the Visitors
tell me they get more joy and fulfillment from being the givers.

If you’re “not feelin’ it” this Christmas, maybe you just haven’t found
your place of ministry yet. Let us know how we can help!

—Kyle Matthews, Minister of Pastoral Care

GOALME-S

What is GOAL? GOAL is
Greenville Organized for
Accountable Leadership, a
growing ministry coalition of

29 congregations in Greenville
County. Through the power of
organized people, we work to
solve community problems. The
mission of this ministry is to be a
grassroots, direct action, multi-
issue organization that addresses
the problems at the source. This
ministry’s work is based on
Micah 6:8: “And what does the
Lord require of you? To do justice,
love mercy, and walk humbly with
your God.”

How does GOAL work? In the
fall each congregation has team
leaders who hold house meetings
to talk about issues that are
concerning to them. These issues

are brought to the Community
Problems Assembly where the
congregations vote on which
issues to address for the year.
This year the issues we chose

are housing and transportation.
Research committees are forming
to work to identify specific,
actionable solutions to the chosen
problems.

How can | participate in GOAL?
There are 2 ways: Research and
Networking.

If you choose RESEARCH then
you can:
* join either the Transportation or
Housing committee
* narrow down the community
problem to an achievable solution
» work with the committee and
local officials toward the solution

If you choose NETWORKING, then
you can:
* host a house meeting
* invite others to attend GOAL’s
four annual assemblies

* increase our congregation’s
network members

The upcoming assemblies are

the Rally on March 13 and the
Nehemiah Action on April 10.

The Nehemiah Action meeting is
where we will ask public officials to
implement the solutions on which
the research committees have
worked.

How can | learn more? If you
would be interested in becoming a
network member, you can contact
me at kathybstewart@gmail.com
or Julie Treu at jhtreu@gmail.

com or Flo Mauney at fhrm1125@
gmail.com or Matt Rollins at matt.
rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
Any of us can answer questions
and get you signed up with a team
leader to be a part of the FBG
GOAL team. You can also visit the
GOAL website at GOALjustice.
com for more information.

—Kathy Stewart, GOAL
Leadership Team
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Upcoming Events
IS%NI®EP indicates worship experiences
broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.

12/10 11:00am-2:00pm Holy Rollers Visit
Bridgeway Station and Enjoy
Lunch
12/11 7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
Wednesdays@First Activities

Meal, fellowship and spiritual
formation opportunities for all ages.

See block for more information.
5:00-7:00pm Youth on the Town:
Antonino Bertolo’s Pizza and
Hyatt Festival of Trees
6:00pm Adults@First Opportunities
MidWeek Classic: Advent Party
(Fellowship Hall)
12/12 9:30am-4:00pm Engaged Aging
Hike and Picnic at Table Rock
State Park (weather permitting)
12/14 3:00-5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends
Family Christmas Party
(Fellowship Hall)
12/15 9:00-10:15am Youth Christmas
Fellowship Breakfast (AYMC)
9:15am Advent Sunday School:
Who Is My Neighbor? (Fellowship
Hall)— “All about Nicholtown”
with Yvonne Reeder

IR%NI®E#10:30am Third Sunday of
Advent Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre and Bell Tower
Ringers

11:30am Vocare Rehearsal
(Choir Room)

Noon-3:00pm Roadrunners Home
for Christmas Gathering
(Fellowship Hall)

3:00pm Bell Tower Ringers
Christmas Concert: Ringing in
the Holidays (Sanctuary)

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth (AYMC)

12/18 7:00am Wednesday Morning Men’s

Bible Study Group Gathering
(Offsite)

6:00-8:00pm Bridge Christmas
Party (Home of Camille and
Matthew)

12/20 10:00am First Baptist Day School

Christmas Program (Sanctuary)

6:00pm College Christmas Party
(Brian and Susan Shelley’s Home)

12/22 9:15am Advent Sunday School:
Who Is My Neighbor? (Fellowship
Hall)—“Just Matt” with Matt
Rollins

IS%NI®I»10:30am Fourth Sunday of
Advent Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

4:00-7:00pm Youth@First: Hang Time
(AYMC Terrace Level)

5:00-6:00pm Supper and Prayer Time
(Fellowship Hall)

5:30-7:00pm Children@First: Childcare for
Ages 3 & Under (C208, C214)

5:45-7:00pm Children@First: K4 & K5
Co-Creator Block & Playtime (B422)

5:45-6:10pm Children@First: 1st-5th
Grade Choir (B423)
Children@First: Gathering Time
(Media Center)

6:15-7:00pm Children@First: Co-Creator
Block (B424)

6:00-7:00pm Adults@First (MidWeek
Classic & Other Adult Education
Offerings)

7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
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Wednesday Night Supper

Please make reservations by noon on
Monday at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/

December 11

Adult: Pulled Pork, Potatoes au Gratin,
Succotash, Salad, Roll, Fruit, Dessert

Child: Hot Dogs and Mac & Cheese

Happy Advent, Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Wednesday Night Supper will return on
January 15, 2025.

Annual Church Yard Sale
To donate items to the Annual
Church Yard Sale, contact
Matt Rollins at matt.rollins@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

Sympathy
...to Danette Patterson and family
in the death of her mother-in-law.

...to Glenda Ehrmann in the death
of her brother.

...to the family of Nancy Keller.
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Revenue Report
11/30/2024 YTD: $2,347,806

11/30/2023 Actual: $2,267,213
11/30/2024 Budget: $2,690,417

the financial needs
of First Baptist
Greenville.

For After Hours Pastoral
Care Emergencies, please
call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, leave a message by
pressing the number “2” for
“Pastoral Care Emergencies” or
email pastoral.care@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. One of
our staff ministers will respond
to your message.
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