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WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

September 25, 2024
6:00pm Adults@First Opportunities

MidWeek Classic: “Exploring Heaven,
Pondering hell” with Carol McEntyre
(Fellowship Hall)

Handbells 101 with Julie Treu
(Media Center)

Pickleball with Rob Pyett (Practice Gym)

SUNDAY WORSHIP

September 29
10:30am

Beyond the Grind: Practicing Sacred
Self-Care

Proclaimer: Carol McEntyre

Scripture: 1 Kings 19:1-9; Psalm 127:2
Sermon: Rest for Your Soul

Anthem: “Inscription of Hope” —Stroope
Service Musicians: Sanctuary Choir

Pews in front of the baptistry
5 will be reserved for our Deaf

and hard-of-hearing community.
When available, an ASL interpreter will
be at the base of the baptistry.

If you would like to provide flowers
for this or one of our future worship
services, contact Kimberly Coates at
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 128.

THE GRIND:

Self-Care

Sermon Series September 22 - November 10

From the
Senior
Minister

: CAROL MCENTYRE

In May, we introduced our Summer
One-Reads program and selected
three books for our First Baptist
Greenville community to explore.
We invited you to read one or more
of them and promised to engage in
conversations about them this fall.

Fall has arrived, and it’s time to begin

those conversations!

Over the next several weeks, | will

preach a sermon series titled Beyond

the Grind: The Power of Sacred Self-
Care. This series is inspired, in part,
by one of our Summer One-Reads:
Sacred Self-Care: Daily Practices

for Nurturing Our Whole Selves by
Chanequa Walker-Barnes. Her book
is a gift that dives into the crucial
topic of self-care, explored through
the lenses of clinical psychology and
Christian spirituality. She grounds
the practice of self-care in God’s
example—how God rested on the
seventh day after creation—and in
how Jesus often withdrew from the
crowds to find rest. Walker-Barnes
helps us grasp the essential aspects
of self-care, from understanding

and loving oneself to setting healthy

boundaries, nurturing emotional well-

being, and incorporating self-care
into everyday life.

September 23, 2024

With some breaks for World
Communion Sunday and All Saints,
here is an overview of where we are
going in the sermon series:

Sept. 29: 1 Kings 19:1 —Rest for
Your Soul

Oct. 13: James 2:12-13; Mark
12:28-31—Befriending Your Inner
Critic

Oct. 20: Genesis 1:26-26 —The
Paradox: “You Are Enough’ and
“You Aren’t Enough’

Oct. 27: Luke 4:22-24, 28-30; 1
Thessalonians 4:9-12—Setting
Boundaries in the Digital Age:
Following Jesus’ Example?

Nov. 10: Mark 6; Hebrews 4:9-11—
Permission to Cease

You are also invited to join me
during the second block of our
Wednesday nights to discuss
the book Sacred Self-Care: Daily
Practices for Nurturing Our Whole
Selves. On October 2, we will have
a Breathe Wednesday, and there will
be no regular Wednesdays@First
programming except for Sanctuary
Choir rehearsal. We will take a
week to catch our breath between
Wednesday courses. Then, on
October 9 and 16, | will lead a book
discussion in the Media Center.
These conversations will be open
and informal; if you haven’t had a
chance to peruse the book, it is not
too late to pick up a copy and join
the conversation.

—Carol

October 2
Breathe Week
No Regular Wednesdays@First
Except for Sanctuary Choir

October 13
6:30pm
Blessing of the Pets
Labyrinth

October 20
4:00-7:00pm
Church Picnic
FBG Garden
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Time for
Renewal

Greenville?

“Take advantage of the time”... “enjoy & rest
got a lot going on!)”... “you deserve this time away”... “we appreciate you, and your hard
work”.. These, along with other phrases, are some of what you have shared with me as

Blessing of the Pets
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, AT 6:30PM

'”

You and your pets are invited to a Blessing of the Pets service at First Baptist
Greenville at 6:30pm on Sunday, October 13. This short service, open to people
of all faiths, is traditionally held on or near the birthdate of St. Francis of Assisi,
known for his reverence for all God’s creatures. The service will include music,

a brief homily, and prayers to celebrate the beauty of God’s creation and ask

for blessings on our beloved animal companions. Pets must be on a leash, in

a carrier, or aquarium. Bring your pet and invite a friend. What better way to
introduce someone to the wonderful worship and Fellowship at First Baptist
—Constance Campbell, Spiritual Formation Committee

.... “take time to focus on your family (you’ve

you have learned of my upcoming sabbatical. | am grateful to belong to a church family
who understands and most importantly cares for their ministers with the gift of sabbatical. | will be away on
sabbatical from Sunday, October 13, through Friday, December 13. At this juncture in my life, a sabbatical is
essential... for reasons of self-care, personal health, and the well-being of my newly formed family. This timing
marks a significant transition in my personal life that | believe warrants dedicated time and attention to ensure
a smooth integration of my new family responsibilities with my ministerial duties.

For nearly two decades, | have
served faithfully in ministry,
navigating the challenges and joys
of singlehood while dedicating
myself wholeheartedly to the
needs of youth and their families.

| have spent the majority of my
ministry “married to the church.”
Being a Youth Minister brings me
great joy, and being present for
our youth will always be a central
focus in my ministry. My upcoming
marriage in November will mark
the beginning of a new chapter

in my life, one that includes the
responsibility of caring for and
being part of a family of five

for the first time. This will be

a profound shift in my life as |
have embarked on the journey

of marriage and gained three
remarkable teenagers as part of
my family. This transition, while
gratifying, presents a unique set of
challenges as | strive to learn how
to balance the demands of my

ministry with the responsibilities
of family. While | have not always
been diligent in maintaining

a healthy work-life balance, |
recognize the unique demands
and challenges that come with
blending a family, becoming a full-
time mom to three teenagers, and
adjusting to the dynamics of a new
marriage. | am deeply committed
to fulfilling my obligations as
Minister to Youth and College

and serving our community with
the same level of dedication

and passion that | have always
exhibited when | return. During
my sabbatical, my primary focus
will be on the balance of self-care,
familial bonding, and renewal.

Our amazing youth staff, along
with Rev. Christine Powell Kellett
serving as interim, will continue
the amazing work and day-to-day
duties like they normally do. All

of our typical youth activities and

schedules will move forward just
as they are planned; Our youthies
are in great hands! | hope our
youth families will be present and
support our youth staff and their
hard work!

To my church family, you can
support my sabbatical with
prayers (thank you), words of
encouragement (so helpful),

and giving to our College Care
Package ministry (I’'ve gotta plug
that before I’'m gone)! Andrew,
Sarah and Christine will be
encouraging you to support our
College ministry by bringing
donations (of a certain kind) during
the month of October! Be on the
lookout for that announcement!

| look forward to returning to my
work with renewed energy and
enthusiasm.
Grace and Peace,
Mary Carol Anderson, Minister to
Youth and College



October 4—Friday Lunch & More! Our Lunch & More
events bring together a wide variety of First Baptist
folks and our community friends to share fun and
fellowship around the tables as we learn together,

get to know one another, and enjoy a delicious meal.
All are invited to come early at 10:30am for Book
Club in the Media Center or Games & More in the
Fellowship Hall. We will all gather in the Fellowship
Hall at 11:00am for our welcome and announcements
and hear from our guest speaker at 11:15am. Lunch
will be served at noon. | will be the speaker for the
October 4 gathering, talking about the beauty of
sharing our stories as well as revealing a bit of my
own. Cost of the lunch is $5.

October 8—Holy Rollers Visit Justus Orchard in
Hendersonville (with lunch out). The bus will leave

at 10:00am from FBG. Our Holy Rollers trips are
coordinated in collaboration with our Neighborhood
Partnership community and Matt Rollins, our Minister
of Community Engagement. Trips are usually the
second Tuesday of each month.

Fall Retreat
Recap

was a fantastic weekend!

Engage with Engaged Aging
Ministry

Our Engaged Aging community enjoyed a beautiful
evening of food and festivities in Anderson. Many
thanks to our gracious hosts for their hospitality. Our
outdoor fun was only exceeded by our conversation and
community around the tables. As we continue to explore the future of our Engaged Aging ministry, we hope
you will make plans to join us soon at one of our upcoming events!

The youth had a wonderful time at
Camp Kanuga for our annual Fall
Retreat. They learned about the
theme of Re:Imagine and what it
means to reimagine their own lives,
the church, and the world. The youth were able to enjoy the
lake, zipline and hiking trails around the camp. Overall, it
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October 17 —Let’s Take a Hike. This new addition

to our lineup offers a great chance to get outdoors
and enjoy the beauty of the upstate and beyond. Our
inaugural hike will be to Station Cove Falls in historic
Oconee Station. Station Cove Falls is a 60-foot
waterfall and a moderate 3-mile hike. Afterwards,

we will head to Walhalla’s Steak House Cafeteria for
lunch, followed by an afternoon visit to the Cherokee
Museum. There will be a bus leaving from FBG at
9am, or you can meet us at Oconee Station at 10am.
The bus will plan to be back at the church around
4pm.

October 24 —Roadrunners Visit Sky Top Orchard
and Lunch at the Flat Rock Wood Room. The

bus will leave FBG at 10am. Roadrunners trips are
coordinated by our Senior Adult Committee and work
to provide enjoyable opportunities for everyone in our
Engaged Aging community. These trips are normally
on the third or fourth Thursday of the month (with
some exceptions).

—Michael McEntyre, Minister of Engaged Aging




Upcoming Events
IS%NI®EP indicates worship experiences
broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.

9/25 Wednesdays@First Activities
6:00pm MidWeek Classic
(Fellowship Hall): Exploring
Heaven, Pondering hell with
Carol McEntyre
Handbells 101 (Media Center)
with Julie Treu
Pickleball (Practice Gym) with
Rob Pyett
9/29 EENT®EE¥10:30am Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)

11:30am New Baby Nursery Open
House

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth (AYMC)

6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)

Breathe Wednesday —No

Wednesdays@First Activities
except Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal

5:00-7:00pm Yard Sale Committee
Organization—Helpers Are
Welcome (D-100 Hallway)

10:30am-1:00pm Friday Lunch

and More (Media Center,
Fellowship Hall)

9:00-11:00am Bridge Picnic at the
Park (Gower Park Playground)

IRENI®E#1 0:30am World Communion
Worship Service (Sanctuary) with
Proclaimers Matthew Loomis
Rehnborg, Teresa Pinheiro and
Kathy Sharp

11:30am-5:00pm Middle School
Youth to Denver Downs

11:30am-5:00pm Children’s
Ministry Sunday Funday:
Denver Downs

4:00-5:30pm Children’s Ministry
Sunday Funday: Playground
Playtime at Century Park for K5
and Younger

6:30-9:30pm High School Youth to
Haunted House

10:00am Holy Roller Trip to Justus
Orchard in Hendersonville

6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study (AYMC Terrace Level)

Wednesdays@First Activities

6:00pm Adults@First Opportunities
MidWeek Classic: Engaging
Practical Theology in a New
World of Ministry Opportunity
(Fellowship Hall) with Michael
McEntyre

10/2

10/4

10/5

10/6

10/8

10/9

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

4:00-7:00pm Youth@First: Hang Time
(AYMC Terrace Level)

5:00-6:00pm Supper and Prayer Time
(Fellowship Hall)

5:30-7:00pm Children@First: Childcare for
Ages 3 & Under (C208, C214)

5:45-7:00pm Children@First: K4 & K5
Co-Creator Block & Playtime (B422)

5:45-6:10pm Children@First: 1st-5th
Grade Choir (B423)

Children@First: Gathering Time
(Media Center)

6:15-7:00pm Children@First: Co-Creator
Block (B424)

6:00-7:00pm Adults@First (MidWeek
Classic & Other Adult Education
Offerings)

7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)

10/9 6:00pm One Read Book Group:
Seculosity by David Zahl (Media
Center) with Carol McEntyre

Journaling (Parlor) with Ken Kraft

10/10 10:00am Engaged Aging Event:
Oconee Station Hike, Lunch &
Museum (Depart FBG at 9:00am,
Return at 4:00pm)
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Wednesday Night Supper  Vol. LXV September 23, 2024 No. 38

Please make reservations
by noon on Monday at (rprows
https://firstbaptistgreenville. =
com/wednesdays-at-first/

September 25

Adult: Pulled Pork, Potatoes au Gratin,
Succotash, Salad, Roll, Fruit, Dessert

Child: Hot Dogs and Mac & Cheese
October 2

Breathe —There is no Wednesday night

supper this week. Supper will resume
on October 9.

You Are Invited!

Kyle and Susan Matthews cordially
invite our First Baptist Greenville family
to the wedding ceremony of Emily

Matthews and Wade Smith on Saturday,

October 5, at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary.

Sympathy
...to the family of Jim Keller.

...to Jenna Manning and family in the
death of her father.

...to the family of Jerry Langley.

Revenue Report
9/16/2024 YTD: $1,820,559

9/30/2023 Actual: $1,756,502

9/30/2024 Budget: $2,201,250

the financial needs
of First Baptist
Greenville.

For After Hours Pastoral
Care Emergencies, please
call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, leave a message by
pressing the number “2” for
“Pastoral Care Emergencies” or
email pastoral.care@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. One of
our staff ministers will respond
to your message.
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