
BRANCHT
he

September 22
10:30am 
Beyond the Grind: Practicing Sacred 
Self-Care
Proclaimer: Carol McEntyre
Scripture: Psalm 139
Sermon: Self-Care Is Subversive
Anthem: “Know My Heart” – Harlan 
Service Musicians: Sanctuary Choir

Pews in front of the baptistry 
will be reserved for our Deaf 
and hard-of-hearing community. 

When available, an ASL interpreter will 
be at the base of the baptistry.
If you would like to provide flowers 
for this or one of our future worship 
services, contact Kimberly Coates at 
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 128. The 
remaining Sundays in September are 
available.

September 16, 2024

WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

SUNDAY WORSHIP

6:00pm	 Adults@First Opportunities
MidWeek Classic: “Exploring Heaven, 

Pondering hell” with Carol McEntyre 
(Fellowship Hall)

Handbells 101 with Julie Treu  
(Media Center)

Pickleball with Rob Pyett (Practice Gym) As we transition from the summer 
months, I am shifting my focus 
to an important priority: finding 
our next Minister of Music and 
Worship! I’m pleased to share that 
the Search Committee has been 
formed and is ready to begin the 
process. Greg Crowe will represent 
the Personnel Committee, while the 
Sanctuary Choir has elected Robert 
Farrar, Jane Morlan, and Wesley 
Smith to serve. Additionally, Pam 
Jones and Beverly Lambert have 
been selected to represent the 
congregation at large. Each of them 
recognizes the vital role Music 
Ministry plays in our congregational 
life and has generously committed 
their time and energy to assist in 
the search. I am truly grateful for 
their willingness to serve the church 
in this important capacity.

We are fortunate to already have 
valuable information to guide 
us in the search. The feedback 
gathered during the congregational 
listening sessions, held while you 

September 19-21
Alliance of Baptists Pilgrimage to Montgomery

From the 
Senior 
Minister
CAROL MCENTYRE

October 20, 4:00-7:00pm
Church Picnic

were searching for a new Senior 
Minister, will be helpful. In addition, 
I hosted a listening session with 
the Sanctuary Choir on August 25 
to gather their input. 

We will begin advertising the 
position in the coming weeks, with 
the goal of conducting the first 
round of interviews before Advent. 
We hope to have our next minister 
in place sometime in the first 
quarter of the new year.  

We are excited to begin the search 
and will keep you informed as we 
move forward. Please keep the 
committee and the search process 
in your prayers as we seek the 
right person to lead our Music and 
Worship Ministries.

—Carol
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The Soup Kitchen at Project Host is a partner and 
Faith Fund grant recipient of First Baptist Greenville. 
While their building is located in the heart of 
Downtown on Academy Street, their heart is located 
in the midst of those experiencing homelessness, 
poverty and food insecurity. Focusing on feeding 
the hungry, training and education and paying it 
forward, Project Host’s big heart attracts others 
with big hearts, as well. Two such people are our 
very own John and Mary Braeunig, who have been 
volunteering with them since the early 1990s, and 
who have also served as the First Baptist Sunday 
“Day Captains” for about 20 years. Every fourth 
Sunday John and Mary, along with one of our 
Sunday School classes or small groups, are in the 
Soup Kitchen serving and building community. On 
Sunday, July 28, John and Mary and their Sunday 
School class, the Hope Class, which just celebrated 
its 25th anniversary, were able to volunteer and 

spend some time serving and meeting those who 
dined at Project Host that morning. 

When asked about his favorite part about 
volunteering, John will tell you: “The people. Working 
at Place of Hope and Project Host, Mary and I have 
been consistent, persistent and insistent that the 
clients are our friends, and they matter. It’s really 
important to me to maintain those relationships. I 
don’t want anything from them. I just want to be their 
friend. And I love meeting the volunteers, especially 
the ones that take it seriously—the ones who are 
there and feel empathy and compassion for the 
people sitting in the dining room.” (from the volunteer 
blog at projecthost.org)

Thank you, Mary and John, the Hope Class, 
and everyone who does their part to provide 
nourishment, friendship and community to those 
most vulnerable in our city.

—Matt Rollins, Minister of Community Engagement
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Our first Sunday 
Funday was so much 
fun! Our children 

gathered for lunch, games, and a scavenger hunt. 
We offer a big thank you to our parent volunteers for 
helping this event be so successful.

—Bridget Kokolis, Minister to Children
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Sunday Funday!

A heartfelt thanks to all of those who helped make 
our Senior Adult Picnic last Friday such a success! 
Special thanks to Nancy Kirby for guiding the 
decorations and Rob Pyett for being our Trivia Night 
emcee. Thanks to the Senior Adult Committee for 
all the added help behind the scenes. We enjoyed 
a wonderful night of fun around the tables, and I 
appreciated meeting so many new friends and FBG 
family members. We look forward to a wonderful line-
up of Fall events and activities and hope our Engaged 
Aging crowd will continue to grow and connect in the 
months to come.

—Michael McEntyre, Minister of Engaged Aging

EN
G

AG
ED AG

IN
G

 - SEN
IO

R ADU
LTS



847 C
levelan

d Street,  
G

reen
ville, South

 C
arolin

a 29601-4495 
(864) 233-2527  w

w
w

.firstbaptistgreenville.com

TH
E BRAN

C
H

 (U
SPS N

o. 597060) is published w
eekly January 

thru Decem
ber (except one w

eek in July and Decem
ber). 

Periodicals postage paid at G
reenville, SC

 29602. PO
STM

ASTER: 
Send address changes to TH

E BRAN
C

H
, 847 C

leveland Street 
G

reenville, SC
 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).  

Kim
berly C

oates, Editor.

Vol. LXV September 16, 2024  No. 37

Wednesday Night Supper
Please make reservations 

by noon on Monday at 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.

com/wednesdays-at-first/ 
September 18

Adult: Chicken Parmesan, Angel Hair 
Pasta with Marinara Sauce, Salad, 

Roll, Fruit, Dessert
Child: Pizza Bread

September 25
Adult: Pulled Pork, Potatoes au Gratin, 
Succotash, Salad, Roll, Fruit, Dessert
Child: Hot Dogs and Mac & Cheese

Upcoming Events
 indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
9/18 	 6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
			   Bible Study
	 Wednesdays@First Activities
	 6:00pm MidWeek Classic 		
			   (Fellowship Hall): Exploring 	
			   Heaven, Pondering hell with 	
			   Carol McEntyre
		  Handbells 101 (Media Center) 	
			   with Julie Treu
		  Pickleball (Practice Gym) with 	
			   Rob Pyett
9/19-21	Civil Rights Pilgrimage with the  
			   Alliance of Baptists to 		
			   Montgomery, AL, and the 	
			   Equal Justice Initiative’s Three 	
			   Legacy Sites
9/22	 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol 	
			   McEntyre
	 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal  
			   (Choir Room)
	 11:30am Lunch for Visitors and 	
			   New Members (Parlor)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for 	
			   Youth (AYMC)
	 5:00-7:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 	
			   Community Group (Parlor)
9/25	 Wednesdays@First Activities
9/29 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol 	
			   McEntyre
	 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
			   Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for 	
			   Youth (AYMC)
10/2	 Breathe Wednesday—No 		
			   Wednesdays@First Activities—	
			   Only Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
10/4	 10:30am-1:00pm Senior Adult 	
			   Lunch and More (Media Center, 	
			   Fellowship Hall)
10/6 	 10:30am World Communion 	
			   Worship Service (Sanctuary) with 	
			   Proclaimers Matthew Loomis 	
			   Rehnborg, Teresa Pinheiro and 	
			   Kathy Sharp
	 11:30am-5:00pm Youth to Denver 	
			   Downs
	 11:30am-5:00pm Children’s 	
			   Ministry Sunday Funday: 	
			   Denver Downs
	 6:30-9:30pm High School Youth to 	
			   Haunted House
10/8	 10:00am Holy Roller Trip to Justus 	
			   Orchards
10/10	10:00am Engaged Aging Hike at  
			   Oconee Station, Lunch and 	
			   Museum (Depart FBG at 9:00am, 	
			   Return at 4:00pm)

For After Hours Pastoral 
Care Emergencies, please 
call the Church Office, 864-

233-2527, leave a message by 
pressing the number “2” for 

“Pastoral Care Emergencies” or 
email pastoral.care@ 

firstbaptistgreenville.com. One of 
our staff ministers will respond 

to your message.

Scan here to support 
the financial needs 

of First Baptist 
Greenville.

Revenue Report
8/31/2024 YTD: $1,745,425

8/31/2023 Actual: $1,571,190

8/31/2024 Budget: $1,956,667
Introducing

…Vivian Covington-Kolb, who 
joined FBG during worship 
on September 8. Vivian is an 
active member of the FBG 

Youth Family.
…the Pharr family, who 
also joined FBG during 
worship on September 8. 
James is employed with 
CCES, and Lindsay 

is employed with GCLS. They are 
members of the LINK Class. They join 
along with their children—Hazel, Theo 
and Susanna.

Sympathy
The Pastoral Care Ministry is not aware 
of any new sympathies this week.

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

4:00-7:00pm	 Youth@First: Hang Time 	
	 (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper and Prayer Time 	
	 (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm	 Children@First: Childcare for  
	 Ages 3 & Under (C208, C214)
5:45-7:00pm	 Children@First: K4 & K5 	
	 Co-Creator Block & Playtime (B422)
5:45-6:10pm	 Children@First: 1st-5th 	
	 Grade Choir (B423)
	 Children@First: Gathering Time 	
	 (Media Center)
6:15-7:00pm	 Children@First: Co-Creator 	
	 Block (B424)
6:00-7:00pm	 Adults@First (MidWeek  
	 Classic & Other Adult Education 	
	 Offerings)
7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
	 (Choir Room)
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