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First Baptist

Greenville

WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

May 1, 2024 (Fellowship Hall) 6:00pm
Round 3 Courses:

MidWeek Classic: Swallowing Up Death
with Camille Loomis Rehnborg (Fellowship
Hall)

Neurodiversity and Belonging with Anna
Woodham (Media Center)

Swamp Rabbit Trails with Doug Stout
(AYMC Desk)

Please make supper reservations by noon
on Monday at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/

SUNDAY WORSHIP

May 5

10:30am

Sixth Sunday of Easter (Sanctuary)
Children’s Sabbath

Family Dedecation

Proclaimer: Bridget Kokolis
Scripture: Luke 10:27-37
Sermon: God’s Neighborhood

Service Musicians: Preschool and
Elementary Children’s Choirs

For more information on some of the
music in our services, visit the Organist’s
Blog at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

category/organists-blog/

sg will be reserved for our Deaf and
hard-of-hearing community. When

available, an ASL interpreter will be at the

base of the baptistry.

Pews in front of the baptistry

The flowers in the Sanctuary on Sunday,
May 5, are given in loving memory of Edna
and Tom Hartness from their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. If
you would like to provide flowers for one
of our future worship services, contact
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527
ext. 128.

BRANCH

From the
Senior
Minister
CAROL MCENTYRE

Welcome to the First Baptist
Greenville Summer One Reads!

Are you looking for something to read
over the summer? Look no further. We
have chosen three books for a First
Baptist Summer One-Read. Feel free
to read one or explore them all. The
idea is for everyone to read at their
own pace over the summer and then
join the conversations about them

in the fall. The books will hopefully

be thought-provoking, encourage
spiritual growth, and foster fruitful
discussion. You can order the books
independently or purchase a copy at
the church.

In the insightful book
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SECULOSITY
© o 2 weww Jechnology, Food,
Politics, and
Romance Became
Our New Religion and
What to Do about It,
minister and podcaster David Zahl
writes about our desire or yearning to
be counted or recognized as “enough”
by society. To be “enough,” one must
be successful in career achievements,
financial compensation, and
recognition. To be enough, we must
adopt the latest technological gizmos

designed to make our lives shine
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above all others. Being enough also
requires subscribing to the correct
political movement or thought. And, of
course, one needs the right romantic
partner or spouse to cap off one’s
“enoughness.” Zahl’s dominant
message in Seculosity is that, though
by and large, people no longer flock
to church en masse, we are inevitably
drawn to and yearn for grace
(enoughness); we are trying to find it
through various secular activities. But
they are never going to give us what
we need.

As a congregation,
we are committed to
nurturing children’s
faith, recognizing

it as a vital aspect

of our calling. In
Woven: Nurturing

a Faith Your Kid
Doesn’t Have to Heal From, pastor
and parent Meredith Miller provides
a fresh perspective on fulfilling this
commitment, offering invaluable
insights for guiding children toward a
resilient and enduring faith. Rejecting
a rigid, rule-based approach,

Woven invites us to embark on a
journey of exploration, where faith

is nurtured strand by strand, akin to
the delicate intricacy of a spider’s
web. Through engaging with scripture
and embracing activities that

foster genuine connection, we can
equip children with a faith that can
withstand life’s challenges, doubts
and uncertainties. Woven serves as
a guidebook for those seeking to

go beyond mere religious doctrine,
continued on page 4
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May 8

Final MidWeek Celebration of Spring 2024

June 19-21

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

Greensboro, NC
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MISSIONS

Pilgrimage and Partnership—Walking with Our Sister

Church in Cuba

On May 3, First Baptist Greenville will
send a group of covenant pilgrims to
visit our sister church, Iglesia Bautista
del Camino (The Baptist Church of the
Way), in Guanajay, Cuba. While there,
we will celebrate with our brothers
and sisters the ordination of their
beloved pastor, Javier.

In addition, we will bring them much-
needed supplies that have become
scarce there in recent years, supplies
that you helped us collect during the
month of March. Thank you!

Covenant of Partnership Between Iglesia Bautista del
Camino Guanajay, Havana and First Baptist Greenville,

South Carolina:
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Our congregations will have public prayer for one another

on a regular basis.

Our congregations will exchange liturgical symbols.

Our congregations will foster communication among our
members to diminish the stereotypes about Cuba/USA.

As able, members of our congregation will have a presence

with one another.

Our congregations will collaborate to support the Patio

Project for families in Guanajay.

Our congregations will review our covenant annually and

revise as needed.

Both congregations will
bless the partnership.

Our congregations
will exchange history,
culture, traditions, and
language through the
nurture of individual
relationships.

Our congregations
will maintain
communication as a
sign of solidarity and
will share information
including prayer
requests, updates on mission projects, etc.

How can you support this visit and
this partnership?

*Donate medical and first aid supplies
for us to take down to them - done

*Pray for their community and for safe
travels for our eight pilgrims (Kathy
Sharp, Brenda League, Anne Garner,
Jennifer Craig, Mike Fuller, Camila
Rueda Torres, Gabriela Rueda, Matt
Rollins)

*Follow the progress of the trip as
we post photos and updates to the
church’s Facebook page

*Ask us about the trip when we return

*Become familiar with the covenant
of partnership we have with our sister
church in Guanajay (below)

—Peace, Pilgrimage and Partnership,
Matt and the Cuba Pilgrimage Team



FBDS Afternoon of Stories

The art of storytelling is a part of our human DNA. For
thousands of years, humans have told, shared and passed
down stories as a way of connecting to and understanding one
another.

To create connections with families and invest in the art of
storytelling, First Baptist Day School (FBDS) will have an
Afternoon of Stories on Friday, May 3, from 4:00-5:30 in the
Garden and Labyrinth. All are e o B
welcome to join us as FBDS
educators share favorite stories
from the Day School.

—Julie Fayssoux,
FBDS Director

Children’s Sabbath

We hope that you will join us on Sunday, May 5, for Children’s  First through Fifth Graders—Children in

Sabbath! Our children will be leading us in worship as we this age group are leading in a variety of 2
think about God’s Neighborhood and how to be better ways. There are opportunities for speaking 5
neighbors. The children are hard at work writing prayers, and non-speaking leadership roles. We are %
working on music, and so much more. See below how your particularly grateful for the care, dedication, P
child/grandchild can participate! and leadership that this group has shown in

) _ _ this process.
Birth through 3K—Parents/Guardians and children are

invited to join us for the processional and then the Children’s  Afterwards, children of all ages and their
Sermon happening at the beginning of the service. After the families are invited to join us for a catered
Children’s Sermon, these children can be taken to Worship lunch in the Fellowship Hall and then stay
Care or stay in the service. for a visit from the Kona Ice Truck. Please
make sure to let me know that you plan on

4K/K5—Children in this age group will be singing in our attending so that we have enough food.

worship service. These friends will stay together with their
choir leaders during the service. We will not have Worship —Grace and Peace,
Care on Children’s Sabbath for this age group. Bridget Kokolis, Minister to Children

Please remember these members of our congregation celebrating May

H appy BlrthdaY! birthdays who may not always be able to be with us in worship: 3

@)
May 2 May 7 May 11 May 18 May 31 E')
Bob Simmons Dick Locke Rachel Mullinax Claudia Caldwell Mareon Stall g

&2
May 5 May 9 May 12 May 28 Q
Betty King David Evans Doris Clanton Dick Stanford %

Millie Wilson



Upcoming Events
IS%NI®EP indicates worship experiences
broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.

5/1  6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)
Wednesdays@First Activities
6:00pm Spring Round 3:
MidWeek Classic: Swallowing Up
Death with Camille Loomis
Rehnborg (Fellowship Hall)
Neurodiversity and Belonging
with Anna Woodham (Media
Center)
Swamp Rabbit Trails with Doug
Stout (AYMC Desk)
5/3 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and
More (Fellowship Hall, Media Center)
5/3-10 Cuba Pilgrimage
5/5 E¥NEI®10:30am Sixth Sunday of
Easter Worship Service
(Sanctuary): Children’s Sabbath
with Proclaimer Bridget Kokolis,
including Family Dedication
11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)
5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth (AYMC)
5/8 6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)
Wednesdays@First Activities
5:00pm Spring Celebration (AYMC

and AYMC Terrace)

Join your church family to celebrate
our final Wednesdays@First of the
spring, enjoying hamburger/hot dog
supper, food truck and inflatables.

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time
(AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open
(Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Hang Time,
Children’s Choirs &
Children@First (B400 hall)

6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study
(AYMC Terrace Level)

6:00-7:00pm Adults@First (Music & Prayer
Time, MidWeek Classic &
Other Adult Education)

7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)

5/9 6:00pm Sacred Space: A Prayer
Service for Those Grieving on
Mother’s Day (Chapel)

This service is to support those
grieving reproductive or child loss,
infertility, the loss of a mother, or
anyone for whom Mother’s Day is

difficult.

Wednesday Night Supper

Please make reservations by noon on
Monday at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/

May 1

Adult: Salad, Pulled Pork BBQ, Baked
Beans, Roasted Potatoes, Dinner Roll,
Fruit, Dessert

Child: Pizza Bread, Fruit, Cookie
May 8

Celebration Wednesday: Hamburger/
Hot Dog Supper ($5), Food Truck,
Inflatables—AYMC Terrace

From the Senior Minister, continued...

instilling in children a faith grounded

in love and trust in God. Also, we

are thrilled Miller will be our featured
speaker/preacher at First Baptist
Greenville on September 14-15 as part
of our Parent Education Initiative!

In our busy and
anxious culture, the
book Sacred Self-
maw Care: Daily Practices
for Nurturing Our
Whole Selves by
Chanequa Walker-
Barnes is a gift that
dives into the crucial topic of self-
care, explored through the lenses
of clinical psychology and Christian

spirituality. Authored by a seasoned
professor of clinical psychology and
informed by her experience as a Black
woman clergy member, this book
offers a seven-week program aimed at
reclaiming wellness and balance. Each
week is dedicated to essential aspects
of self-care, from understanding and
loving oneself to setting boundaries,
nurturing emotional well-being, and
integrating self-care into daily life. This
transformative journey emphasizes the
importance of caring for our bodies,
minds and spirits with daily readings,
practice suggestions, reflections,
prayers and hymns.

—Carol
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Revenue Report
4/23/2024 YTD: $858,353

4/30/2023 Actual: $767,381
4/30/2024 Budget: $978,333

the financial needs
of First Baptist
Greenville.

For After Hours Pastoral
Care Emergencies, please
call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, leave a message by
pressing the number “2” for
“Pastoral Care Emergencies” or
email pastoral.care@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. One of
our staff ministers will respond
to your message.
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