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WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

Wednesdays@First activities will resume
on January 10 with a special Epiphany
Celebration Wednesday for all ages.
Plan now to attend. If you do not already
have standing reservations, please
make a reservation for dinner by noon
on Monday: https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/.

SUNDAY WORSHIP

January 13, 10:30am (Sanctuary)

This Sunday, Carol McEntyre will deliver
her first sermon as Senior Minister of
First Baptist Greenville. She will begin a
sermon series, “Belonging: Longing to
Be...,” with, “Belonging: Longing to Be
Known,” based upon Mark 2:1-12. The
Sanctuary Choir and Organist Charles
Tompkins will provide service music. For
more information on the music in some
of our services, visit the Organist’s Blog
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
category/organists-blog/

Pews in front of the baptistry will be
reserved for our Deaf and hard-

ég of-hearing community. When
available, an American Sign

Language interpreter will be at the base

of the baptistry.

The flowers this Sunday are given in

honor of Lee and Pat Counts by the

Hope Sunday School Class. Beneath

the shadow of His wings, my Hope

will forever be found. If you would

like to provide flowers for one of

our future worship services, contact

Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-

2527 ext 128. The next open date is
January 21.
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From the
Senior
Minister

| CAROL MCENTYRE

What a joyous Sunday yesterday
was, and how fitting that my first
Sunday coincided with Epiphany!
Epiphany is a Christian Holy Day
that commemorates the visit of
the Magi, the baptism of Jesus,
and the wedding at Cana. These
events symbolize new beginnings
and are marked by signs from
heaven—the guiding star of the
wise men, the descending dove
at Jesus’ baptism, and the water
transformed into wine at the
wedding feast.

In the midst of the hustle and
bustle of the past few weeks as
my family made the transition from
Columbia to Greenville, there were
simple signs from heaven along
the way, reaffirming the rightness
of my call to be your pastor. A
plant sent to our new house by

an FBG member, a thoughtful
invitation extended to my son by
a youth parent, which helped him
get to know a few kids from his
new school. A warm welcome
from the staff on my first day in the
church office, and the kindness of
neighbors who invited us over for
an evening bonfire—each gesture

January 8, 2024

has been a reminder of God’s
grace.

Special thanks to the dedicated
members of the Pastor Search
Committee who helped unpack

all my books and played a crucial
role in setting up my office! Your
generosity and support have been
a tremendous blessing throughout
this process.

As we embrace this new beginning
together, church, | am grateful for
the opportunity to serve as your
pastor and for the grace that God
has showered upon us throughout
this transition. | will be preaching
my first sermon this Sunday and
invite each one of you to join us for
worship.

—Carol

January 10

Wednesdays@First Activities Resume
Celebration Wednesday: Epiphany for All Ages

January 26-27

FBG Parent Education Initiative
Safe Seminar with LeAnn Gardner
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MISSIONS

FBG PILH-Haitian Church Reading Celebration

//\\ Come to the Fellowship Hall this Sunday, January 14, 11:30am-12:30pm, for

PARTNERS |IN

our PILH-Haitian Reading Celebration. Partners in Literacy Haiti (PILH) is very
grateful to have long been a First Baptist Greenville Mission Project in Haiti.

LITERACY HAITI In 2023-24, we are excited to serve in the USA at the First Haitian Wesleyan
Evangelical Church in Fountain Inn. First Baptist funds are creating a Bilingual Book and Early Literacy
Activities Corner there. Visit with our Haitian church partners and come see featured Haitian artwork, Haitian
culture, and multicultural books. For children birth-age 6, there will be authors, stories, arts and crafts, and
free books! Register and list your children’s ages by emailing peep1226@gmail.com.

Pilgrimage@First: Immigration and Hospitality

“Muy buena tu lectura.” (“Your
reading is very good.”) These
are the first words | spoke after

| passed razor wire and two
check points and entered Stewart
Detention Center, an immigration
detention center in Lumpkin,
Georgia. | spoke them to Paola.
She is 7 years old and in second
grade in a public school in the
South. She was reading aloud in
Spanish.

“She can read in English, too,”
said her uncle, who was holding
her 4-year-old sister, Mariana, and
standing beside her mami, her
abuela, and her.

“You here to visit someone?” |
asked her uncle.

“Yeah,” he answered. “We make
the three-hour trip down every
Saturday. We’re here to visit my
brother, the girls’ dad. He lost
his court case last week, and
he’s gonna be deported back to
Colombia.”

“Oh,” | said. “I’'m so sorry.”

“I was in the Navy for five years,”
he continued. “I was hoping |
could sponsor my brother and
convince the judge to grant his
request to stay in the US, but that
judge said no. | don’t get it. Now
the girls are gonna be separated

from their dad, and their dad is
gonna be separated from them. |
just don’t get it.”

“l don’t get it either,” | said. | put
my hand on his shoulder. “| just
don’t get it, either.”

Mariana had a toy dinosaur that
opened its mouth and took a
pretend bite when she pulled its
little lever. She made it bite my
earlobe. | turned and looked into
her earthy brown eyes. | smiled.
She smiled back at me. But in
those eyes and through that smile
| saw a hint of deep sadness and
wide fear, a sadness and fear

that shouldn’t be in the heart of
someone so young—a sadness
and fear that comes from losing
your dad when you’re 4 and 7, a
sadness and fear that comes when
anyone you love disappears.

It was similar to the sadness and
fear | saw in other people waiting
to see their loved ones in the
detention center. An old man and
woman with calloused hands,
hands that were shaking as they
held their passports and waited to
be called to go through security
protocol and into the belly of the
prison. A young wife who had a
picture of her husband and herself
printed on her shirt. A young,

0

teenaged girl taking off her shoes
to place in a plastic box to go
through metal detectors. | listened
carefully and heard Paola’s voice.
| heard all of the voices in the
detention center. | will always hold
those voices in my heart.

| looked closely and saw Mariana’s
sadness and fear. | saw all of

the sadness and fear in the
detention center. | will always

hold that sadness and fear in my
heart, too. When you hear the
word “immigrants” in the coming
months, | hope you will hold Paola
and Mariana in your heart. | hope
you will join me as | work with all
my might to put the human back
into immigration policy. Please.

—Trevor Barton, participant in the
recent Immigration Pilgrimage to El
Refugio (https://elrefugiostewart.
org/) and Koinonia Farm with
Robin Barton, Ann Golden, Mike
Fuller, Kathy Sharp, Celie Ann
Rollins, Matt Rollins, Beth Olsen,
and Betty and Austin Connors
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Epiphany Celebration Wednesday on January 10

All ages are invited to kick off

our 2024 MidWeek gatherings

on January 10 with a special
Epiphany Celebration! Epiphany
marks the occasion of the magi
arriving in Bethlehem to honor the
Christ child. It is a day Christians
honor the unifying work of God
and reflect on the joys of the
Christmas season!

On Wednesday, we will celebrate
Epiphany by creating blessing
bags for partner congregations
and nonprofits. We need all
hands of all ages to create art
pieces, write blessings, and pray
for neighbor groups spreading
the light of hope and peace in
Greenville. Plus, all households
will go home with a gift and an

Golf Cart Drivers Needed

A few additional golf cart drivers are needed to
serve on Sundays, approximately every 6 to 8
weeks. Drivers maneuver the cart around the
church parking lots on Sunday mornings from 10am
until the worship service begins at 10:30am and
give rides to the Sanctuary doors to anyone who

wants a ride. For a few minutes after the service,

invitation to continue the work of
blessing.

Come celebrate the new year
with your church family! We
can’t wait to see you and spread
Epiphany blessings together!

—Camille

rides back to cars are provided. Training will be
provided for anyone who wants to join the small
group of drivers. If you would like to volunteer or to
find out more details about this opportunity, please
contact the driver scheduler, Mac McClain
(864-430-5335 or themcclains@bellsouth.net).

FBG Parent Education Initiative: Safe Seminar with

LeAnn Gardner

As ministers to children and
youth, it is important to us that
we minister to the family as a
whole. In our talks about how

to do this on a wide scope

from birth through college, we
recognized that parent education
was important to both areas of
ministry. Out of this was born
FBG’s Parent Education Initiative.

Our next event in this series

is our two-part Safe Seminar
with LeAnn Gardner, LISW-CP
Counseling and Training, for
Parents, Grandparents, and
Guardians of children from birth
to 18 years of age.

This seminar is broad in
spectrum, including topics such
as sexual development, how to
open up discussion with your
kids about body safety and
relationships at every stage of
development, consent, puberty,
explicit media exposure, and
much more! Special attention
on how to create a channel of
communication with your children
that is rooted in mutual respect,
approachability and vulnerability
will be shared.

All gatherings will be in the
Fellowship Hall.

Friday, January 26
6:00-9:00PM
Dinner included

Saturday, January 27
9:00AM-2:00PM
Light breakfast & lunch included

Cost: $50/couple; $30/individual

Childcare provided: Preschool
through 5th grade Registration
Open!

Register and Pay Here: https://
forms.gle/AsbV3pzQsNfmXSWbA

—Bridget and Mary Carol
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Upcoming Events
IS%NI®EP indicates worship experiences
broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.

1/10

Wednesdays@First Activities

6:00pm Celebration Wednesday:
Epiphany for All Children, Youth
and Adults (Fellowship Hall)

IS%NI®I#10:30am Second Sunday
after Epiphany Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)

1/15 AYMC and Church Offices Closed
for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s

Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)
Wednesdays@First Activities
6:00pm MidWeek Classic with
Carol McEntyre

5:00-7:00pm Children’s Ministry
Monthly Fellowship Event:
Game Night for 1st-5th Grades
(Fellowship Hall)

ISENI®I#10:30am Third Sunday after
Epiphany Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth (AYMC)

6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)

Wednesdays@First Activities

6:00pm MidWeek Classic with
Carol McEntyre

6:00-9:00pm FBG Parent
Education Initiative: Safe
Seminar with LeAnn Gardner,
Part 1 (Fellowship Hall)

9:00am-2:00pm FBG Parent
Education Initiative: Safe
Seminar with LeAnn Gardner,
Part 1 (Fellowship Hall)

9:00am-1:00pm SEE Retreat (Parlor)

1/28 ©E¥ENI®E»10:30am Fourth Sunday

after Epiphany Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth (AYMC)

1/31 6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)

Wednesdays@First Activities

6:00pm MidWeek Classic with
Carol McEntyre
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1/21

1/24

1/26

1/27

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar
3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time
(AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open
(Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Hang Time,
Children’s Choirs &
Children@First (B400 hall)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study
(AYMC Terrace Level)
6:00-7:00pm Adults@First (Music & Prayer
Time, MidWeek Classic)
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)

UPTOWN

COMPANY

CREATIVE. FROM TABLE TO TAP,

Wednesday Night Supper

Please make reservations by noon on
Monday at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/

January 10

Adult: Lasagna, Green Beans, Salad,
Italian Bread, Dessert

Child: Pizza Bread

Sympathy

...to Jeanette Cothran and family in the
death of her sister.

...to Dianne Bryant and family in the
death of her niece.

Youth Family News

The Youth Family will be trying new
kinds of activities in the new year:
community-building games and
activities, smaller mission projects,
traditional Bible studies, and topical
discussions about the world in which
we live. We'll still meet for our regular
Wednesdays@First activities! Bring

a friend as we start the new year out
with great nights of fellowship and
discipleship.

Also, don’t forget to sign up for Winter
Retreat, February 2-4 at Winterplace,
WV.

Register here: https://forms.gle/
AUHuUbS4ypSi7AGk47

—Andrew
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LIVING GENEROUSLY

2023 Goal
$2,875,000

Receipts as of 12/30
$2,966,460

Lula Whilden
World Missions Offering

Goal: $100,000

Receipts as of 12/30
$89,618

Pastoral Care Emergencies

Please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave
a message by pressing the
number “2” for “Pastoral
Care Emergencies,” and
one of our staff ministers
will return your call. You may
also email pastoralcare@
firstbaptistgreenville.com
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