WEDNESDAYS@FIRST

Wednesdays@First activities will resume
on January 10 with a special Celebration
Wednesday. Plan now to attend. If

you do not already have standing
reservations, please make a reservation
for dinner by noon on Monday: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-
at-first/.

SUNDAY WORSHIP

January 7, 10:30am
(Sanctuary)

This Sunday, we will

A celebrate both Epiphany
¥ Sunday and Baptism of
the Lord Sunday. Minister
to Children Bridget Kokolis will serve
as proclaimer with sermon “A New Way
Home” based upon Isaiah 60:1-6

and Matthew 2:1-12. We will have
symbols of light to observe Epiphany
and celebrate both a baptism and
communion. The Sanctuary Choir

and Organist Charles Tompkins will
provide music. For more information

on the music in some of our services,
visit the Organist’s Blog at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/category/

organists-blog/

ég will be reserved for our Deaf
and hard-of-hearing community.

When available, an American Sign

Language interpreter will be at the base

of the baptistry.

Pews in front of the baptistry

If you would like to provide flowers
for one of our future worship services,
contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or
864-233-2527 ext 128. The next open
date is in January.
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From the
Pastor
CAROL MCENTYRE

Dear First Baptist Family,

I hope this note finds you filled
with the joy and hope of the of
the season. | wanted to take a
moment to express my deepest
gratitude to each and every one
of you for the warm welcome
this fall and the generous time
you’ve given me to wrap up my
responsibilities in Columbia. Your
support during this transitional
period has been a gift.

As our family transitions to
Greenville, | am filled with a sense
of anticipation and excitement

for the new chapter. | am looking
forward to getting to know each of
you, building connections, growing
together in faith, and, most
importantly, sharing in the sacred
work of building Christ’s kin-dom
on earth as it is in heaven.

| invite you to mark your calendars
for a special day this Sunday,
January 7, when our family will
worship with you and officially

January 2, 2024

join the church. | invite you to
come early that day, join us in the
Fellowship Hall for breakfast at
9:15am, and share in fellowship
as we begin this journey
together. (Make your reservations
for breakfast here: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-
breakfast-january-7-2024/)

The following week, on January
14, | will be delivering my first
sermon, kicking off a series
entitled “Belonging: Longing to
Be...”

Wishing you all a blessed holiday
season, and | can’t wait to join the
First Baptist family.

With Gratitude,

Pastor Carol McEntyre

January 7, 9:15am

Churchwide Epiphany Breakfast

Make Reservations:

January 10

Wednesdays@First Activities Resume

Celebration Wednesday: Epiphany for All Ages

firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-breakfast-january-7-2024/
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CHURCH LIFE

! | can’t believe it’s
been 14 months
since | came to
be your Interim

, Senior Minister.
What a blessing and joy that time
has been to me!

First, | want to thank you for a
lovely send-off. | relished your kind
words at the drop-in on December
17. The recognition at the end of
worship on Christmas Eve morning
was so touching; the basket of
goodies was delightful, and |
absolutely love the shadowbox!
And your generous love gift was
truly above and beyond—it was
not expected, but it is deeply
appreciated. A special thank you
to the FBG deacons for the tree
you provided for the yard of our
new home; it makes Carol and me

Churchwide Epiphany

Sunday Breakfast

Start the year with a hot breakfast and fellowship! Gather
with your church family in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15am
on January 7 for scrambled eggs, hash brown casserole,
pancakes, sausage, bacon and fruit, along with coffee,
juices and water. The cost of this delicious meal is only
$5, but we need to know you are coming to be sure we
have plenty of food. Please make your reservations by
Wednesday, January 3, at https://firstbaptistgreenville.

| Dear Church Family,

very happy to know that we will
always have this thoughtful and
beautiful reminder of our time with
you.

Even more than that send-off,
however, | want to thank you for
the months which preceded it. In
my early days, we talked about
not simply marking time during
the interim; rather, we wanted it
to be a time of momentum and
ministry, and you made it just that!
You worshipped in meaningful
ways; you grew your faith and
discipleship through both spiritual
formation and service; you gave
generously to local partnerships as
well as to the Lula Whilden World
Missions Offering. Along with

this qualitative growth, 43 people
formalized their Belonging at FBG
by joining the church—all during
an interim!

FBG

Apparel

com/church-breakfast-january-7-2024/

Many have asked about
ordering t-shirts and
hoodies, and the shop is
now open! Visit https://
fbcgreenville.itemorder.
com/shop/home/ to order your favorite FBG
apparel. Don’t delay. The shop will close at the
end of day on January 21!

| also want to thank you for your
constant encouragement and
kindness to me personally. Above
all, I will treasure the relationships
| formed while | was here. Finally,
know that | will be watching—and
praying for you—with great joy

as God continues to use FBG to
do kingdom work. | can earnestly
say to you what Paul said to the
Philippians (paraphrasing only
slightly): “I thank my God every
time | remember you, always
making my prayer with joy, grateful
for your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now. And |
am confident of this, that the One
who began a good work in you will
bring it to completion in the day of
Jesus Christ.”

With love and gratitude,

Tony

Enrollment in First Baptist Day School for
2024-2025

Week of January 8-12, 2024: All current students and church members must enroll
during this period to receive priority placement.

Contact Chrissy Martin at chrissy.martin@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-271-2613
ext. 3 to receive enrollment information.
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Singing in January

The Sanctuary Choir has been invited to sing in the
Furman Church Music Conference January 17-18.
We will host combined local church choirs in our
Sanctuary on Wednesday, January 17, at 7pm

with Tom Trenney, guest conductor and composer.
He serves at First Plymouth Church in Lincoln,
Nebraska, and is an inspirational speaker and

s . The St.
St. Olaft Choir g enor
in Concert  conducted
by Anton
Armstrong

will perform at First Baptist Greenville
in Greenville, South Carolina, on Friday,
February 9, at 7:00pm during its 2024
National Tour.

For more than a century, the St. Olaf Choir
has set the gold standard for choral singing,
performing for millions around the world.
Composed of 75 mixed voices, the St.

Olaf Choir is hailed as one of the nation’s premier
a cappella ensembles, renowned for its artistry
and beauty of sound. Hear one of their songs here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYwYMngqg4ll

Tickets are $40 adults/seniors and $10 for all
students, available at stolaf.edu/tickets/choir or

Focus on Missions: Neighborhood Cancer

Connection

Neighborhood Cancer Connection (https://
nccgreenville.org), formerly known as Cancer
Society of Greenville, provides life-affirming cancer
support including counseling services, financial
support, nutrition and disposables, and other

equipment necessary for cancer patients—financial,

physical and emotional support. Many patients
who need chemotherapy and radiation have trouble
getting all of the nutrients they need. Neighborhood
Cancer Connection provides patients with Boost
and Ensure nutrition drinks.

musician. On Thursday, January 18, our combined
choirs will sing in a “Big Hymn Sing” in Daniel
Chapel at Furman University at 6pm. This month

is a great time to join the Sanctuary Choir! Start off
the new year with singing in your life!
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2024 Winter Tour

800-363-5487. Group discount of 10% available for
groups of 10+ available via phone.

The St. Olaf Choir is internationally renowned for its
unique combination of advanced choral singing and
the presentation of challenging choral programming
with a vast repertoire that includes sacred and
secular choral standards, traditional hymns, new
compositions, spirituals and more.

Please bring Ensure or Boost nutrition drinks (full
cases and/or packs) to church any time in January.
You can also purchase items through Neighborhood
Cancer Connection’s Amazon Wishlist (http://
tinyurl.com/FBGFOM-1-24) to support cancer
patients and their families in Greenville County.
Thank you so much for considering donating to this
wonderful organization!
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Please contact Jennifer Craig (jennifer.craig@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) with any questions.

—Jessica Painter, Missions & Affiliations Committee


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYwYMngq4II
https://nccgreenville.org
https://nccgreenville.org
http://tinyurl.com/FBGFOM-1-24
http://tinyurl.com/FBGFOM-1-24
mailto:jennifer.craig@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:jennifer.craig@firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events
IS%NI®EP indicates worship experiences
broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.

1/3  12:00noon College Pasta and
Fellowship (AYMC Terrace Level)

1/7  9: 15am Churchwide Epiphany
Breakfast with Carol McEntyre
(Fellowship Hall)

IRENT®»10:30am Epiphany/Baptism
of the Lord Sunday Worship
Service (Sanctuary) with
Proclaimer Bridget Kokolis,
including Baptism and
Communion

11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live
(AYMC)

Wednesdays@First Activities

6:00pm Celebration Wednesday:
Epiphany for All Children, Youth
and Adults (Fellowship Hall)

N1 0:30am Second Sunday

after Epiphany Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

1/15 AYMC and Church Offices Closed
for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)

Wednesdays@First Activities
6:00pm MidWeek Classic with
Carol McEntyre

1/19 5:00-7:00pm Children’s Ministry
Monthly Fellowship Event:
Game Night for 1st-5th Grades
(Fellowship Hall)

IRENI®E»10:30am Third Sunday after
Epiphany Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

1:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth (AYMC)

1/24 6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s

Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)
Wednesdays@First Activities
6:00pm MidWeek Classic with
Carol McEntyre

1/26 6:00-9:00pm FBG Parent Initiative:
Safe Seminar with LeAnn
Gardner, Part 1 (Fellowship Hall)

9:00am-2:00pm FBG Parent
Initiative: Safe Seminar with
LeAnn Gardner, Part 2
(Fellowship Hall)

9:00am-1:00pm SEE Retreat (Parlor)

1/10

114

117

1/21

1/27

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time
(AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open
(Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Children’s Hang Time,
Children’s Choirs &
Children@First (B400 hall)

6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study
(AYMC Terrace Level)

6:00-7:00pm Adults@First (Music & Prayer
Time, MidWeek Classic

7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)

1/28 E#E¥®:#10:30am Fourth Sunday
after Epiphany Worship Service
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Carol
McEntyre

11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
Room)

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for
Youth (AYMC)

1/31 6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace
Level)

Wednesdays@First Activities
6:00pm MidWeek Classic with
Carol McEntyre
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Wednesday Night Supper

Please make reservations by noon on
Monday at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/

Wednesday night supper will return on
Wednesday, January 10.

Sympathy

...to Judy Tollison and family in the
death of her son.

...to Carol Phillips and family in the
death of her mother.

...to Jerry Wylie and family in the death
of his uncle.

...to Julie Histon and family in the death
of her uncle.

...to Linda Russ and family in the death
of her cousin.

...to Gracie Coates and family in the
death of her grandmother.

...to Gary Davis and family in the death
of his father.

...to the family of Joe Zaccheo.
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LIVING GENEROUSLY

2023 Goal
$2,875,000

Receipts as of 12/18
$2,631,813

Lula Whilden
World Missions Offering

Goal: $100,000

Receipts as of 12/18
$83,025

Pastoral Care Emergencies

Please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave
a message by pressing the
number “2” for “Pastoral
Care Emergencies,” and
one of our staff ministers
will return your call. You may
also email pastoralcare@
firstbaptistgreenville.com
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