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December 10, 10:30am 
(Sanctuary)

On the Second Sunday of 
Advent, December 10, the 
Sanctuary Choir with Chamber 
Orchestra will present The 
Peace and Joy of Christmas. 
The Sanctuary Choir will 
sing. For more information 

on the music in some of our services, visit the Organist’s Blog at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/category/organists-blog/

Pews in front of the baptistry will be reserved for our Deaf and hard-
of-hearing community. When available, an American Sign Language 
interpreter will be at the base of the baptistry.

If you would like to provide flowers for one of our future worship services, 
contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
864-233-2527 ext 128. The next open date is in January.

December 4, 2023

WEDNESDAYS@FIRST SUNDAY WORSHIP

December 10
MinisTREE Gifts Due

December 10, 9:30am
Advent Sunday School Series: A Place 

to Belong
Fellowship Hall

December 13, 6:00pm
Children’s Choir Christmas Program: 

Ordinary Wonder
Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 6 

Plan now to join your church family for 
Wednesdays@First activities. Round 3 of 
courses will conclude this week:

MidWeek Classic: Questions from the 
Bible You Should Ask Yourself Every Day 
with Matt Rollins
Come to the Quiet with Susan D’Amato
Finding Freedom: Releasing the Bible from 
Patriarchy’s Grip with Kendra Plating

Please make a reservation for 
dinner by noon on Monday: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-
first/.

There are activities for all ages: nursery 
through adult. Come to find out where you 
belong!

Our Sunday morning, December 10, music service 
could be called “The Best Christmas Music Ever.” 
Our Sanctuary Choir with chamber orchestra will 
share beautiful music for the Advent/Christmas 
season. John Rutter’s “What Sweeter Music” is 
based on Robert Herrick’s poetry: “What sweeter 
music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth 
of this our heavenly King?” Mendelssohn’s “How 
Lovely are the Messengers” that preach us the 
gospel of Peace and Carl Schalk’s “Before the Marvel 
of this Night” evoke the peace that Christ offers. 
The contemporary Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo’s 
“Ecce Novum” is exquisite choral music that projects 

the wonder and mystery surrounding the nativity 
story. There may not be a more thoughtful text than 
Christina Rossetti’s last stanza of “In the Bleak Mid-
Winter” set to music by Bob Chilcott in “Mid-Winter”:

“What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 	
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him; give my heart.”

It is our hope that this service of music, prayers and 
scripture will be a sacred time that fills us all with the 
hope that Christ brings. 

—Vivian

The Peace and Joy of Christmas
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Registration is now open!

What could be a better Christmas gift than giving your 
youth a weekend away with their friends, followed by a 
day filled with winter fun? All youth in grades 6-12 are 
invited to join us for our annual ski trip! This year we are 
headed to Winterplace Ski Resort in West Virginia, and 
this will be a two-night trip, so even more time to spend 
together! We’ll be skiing all day Saturday, so come ready 
to shred some powder at a new place. We can’t wait to 
hit the slopes again!

Visit https://forms.gle/VAwxjpcdX4NwXMj76 to learn 
more about our 2024 Youth Family Winter Retreat and to 
register and pay for your youth to attend.
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In the spirit of counting our 
blessings at Thanksgiving, 
FBG has much to be thankful 
for, including a strong financial 
foundation for our church. As 
we reflect on the blessings we 
have experienced, we are excited 
for our future. With gratitude 
and hope, I am asking you to 
demonstrate your continued 
financial commitment to our 
2023 Missions and Ministry Plan. 
Our General Fund giving to date 
is below our goal and previous 
years’ giving levels. In the next 
few weeks, we need an additional 
$800,000 in offerings in order to 

meet our annual budget goal. 
Meeting our 2023 goal will ensure 
a smooth transition for Carol 
McEntyre as she assumes the 
senior minister role and enable 
her to make a lasting impact here 
at FBG and within our community 
at large.  

In the season of preparing 
tables for feasts with families 
and friends, let’s provide in 
abundance for our ongoing 
church needs and future 
opportunities the Spirit will guide 
us towards. In this Christmas 
season of giving, prayerfully 

consider your monetary gift to 
First Baptist. If you gave last 
year, consider increasing your 
donation for this year. If you’ve 
already given this year, consider 
giving more. You can give in 
person or online at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/give/. 
When we give and live generously 
with Christ as our center, our 
cups overflow. Thank you for 
your generosity and for being an 
essential part of our First Baptist 
Greenville family.  

Have a blessed holiday season, 
Krista Good,  

Finance Committee Chair
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Giving Thanks, Preparing Tables and Living 
Generously
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First Baptist Greenville will once again have an in-house Advent Devotional Booklet. They 
will be available at the Reception Desk daily and the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays. 
The devotions begin with the First Sunday of Advent on December 3 and conclude with 
Christmas Day. During this season of preparation, let this booklet help you draw closer to 
God and your church family.

FBG Advent Meditations
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Each year, First Baptist 
Greenville partners with United 
Ministries to provide Christmas 
gifts for a number of Greenville 
families who are in need, and 
the MinisTREE is our way 
of doing that. If you took an 
ornament (with gift suggestions 
for the children and parents 
of the families we are helping) 
from the tree in the church’s 

reception area, those gifts are due Sunday, December 
10. If you have not done so, it is not too late. Just be 
sure your gifts are returned by Sunday. Each church 
member or family in our congregation is invited to 
take an ornament and help to fulfill a wish.
This year there are many more families for whom 
we are providing gifts, and we need everyone to 
participate.  Here’s how you can help:

1. Stop by the church and choose an ornament 
from the tree, which will have a wish list item 
printed on it. On the table next to the MinisTREE, 
put your name next to your ornament # on the sign-
up list and follow further directions there. Return 
your unwrapped gift by Sunday, December 10. 
Please include a gift receipt, if able.  
2. You may select a gift from our online wish list at  
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/2023ministree. 

3. All gifts will need to be shipped to or dropped off 
(unwrapped) at the church no later than Sunday, 
December 10.  

We hope you will consider participating in the 
MinisTREE this year. People who have participated 
in the past have said that it’s a very meaningful way 
to share the joy of the season while helping our 
neighbors.

—Susan D’Amato, Missions & Affiliations Committee

MinisTREE Gifts Due Sunday, December 10! 

People were invited to share thankful thoughts on leaves and 
add to the tree of Thanksgiving.           —Beth Olson, LibrarianTree of Thanksgiving
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December 10, 9:30am Advent Sunday School: A 
Place to Belong (Fellowship Hall)

December 13, 6:00pm Children’s Choir Christmas 
Program: Ordinary Wonder (Sanctuary)

December 17, 9:00-10:00am Fond Farewell for Tony 
and Carol Hopkins (New Location—Fellowship Hall)

December 17, 6:30pm Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols (Sanctuary)—Special Collection 
for Lula Whilden World Missions Offering

December 20, 6:00pm Longest Night Service 
(Sanctuary)

December 24, 5:00pm Christmas Eve Service of 
Communion (Sanctuary)—Special Collection for Local 
Relief

January 7, 9:15am Churchwide Epiphany Breakfast 
(Fellowship Hall)—Make reservations at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-breakfast-
january-7-2024/ by Wednesday, January 3. Cost of 
meal is $5.

Advent/Christmas/Epiphany Dates to Remember

https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/2023ministree
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Wednesday Night Supper
Please make 
reservations by noon 
on Monday at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.

com/wednesdays-at-first/ 
December 6

Adult: Salad, Nona’s Roast Beef, Egg 
Noodles, Roasted Potatoes & Carrots, 

Dinner Roll and Dessert
Child: Pigs in a Blanket, French Fries, 

Fruit, Cookie
December 13

Adult: Salad, Baked Salmon, Garlic 
Mashed Potatoes, Asparagus, Dinner 

Roll and Dessert
Child: Chicken Fingers, French Fries, 

Fruit, Cookie

Upcoming Events
 indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
	 MinisTREE in Reception Area
12/6	 6:30am Wednesday Morning 	
			   Men’s Bible Study Group 	
			   (AYMC Terrace Level)
	 5:00-7:00pm Youth on the Town 	
			   (Bertolo’s Pizza/Hyatt Festival 	
			   of Trees)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities
		  Round 3 Courses:
		  MidWeek Classic: Questions 	
			   from the Bible You Should Ask 	
			   Yourself Every Day with Matt 	
			   Rollins
		  Come to the Quiet with Susan 	
			   D’Amato
		  Finding Freedom: Releasing the 	
			   Bible from Patriarchy’s Grip 	
			   with Kendra Plating
12/8	 4:00-7:00pm Progressive Dinner 	
		  for Children and Youth in Grades  
		  4-7
12/10	9:30am Advent Sunday School  
			   Series: A Place to Belong 	
			   (Fellowship Hall) 
	 MinisTREE Gifts Due
	 10:30am Second Sunday of 	
			   Advent Peace and Joy of 	
			   Christmas Music Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Sanctuary Choir 	
			   and Chamber Orchestra
	 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
			   Room)
	 1:30pm Roadrunners to see 	
			   Mill Town Players’ Production of 	
			   Blue Christmas (Pelzer, SC)
	 5:00-7:00pm All Youth White 	
			   Elephant Party (AYMC)
12/12	10:30am Holy Rollers to Festival of 	
			   Trees and Lunch (Downtown 	
			   Greenville)
12/13	6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
			   Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace 	
			   Level) 
	 11:00am College Lunch (Location 	
			   TBD)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities—	
			   Final Wednesday Night Supper 	
			   of 2023
	 6:00pm Children’s Choir Christmas 	
			   Program: Ordinary Wonder 	
			   (Sanctuary)
12/15	10:00am FBDS Annual Christmas 	
			   Celebration Program (Sanctuary)
12/17	9:00-10:00am Fond Farewell to 	
			   Tony and Carol Hopkins (New 	
			   Location: Fellowship Hall)  
	 9:00-10:15am Youth Christmas 	
			   Fellowship Breakfast (AYMC)
	 10:30am Third Sunday of 	
			   Advent Worship Service 

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Goal
$2,875,000

Receipts as of 11/28
$2,181,164

Lula Whilden  
World Missions Offering

Goal: $100,000
Receipts as of 11/28

$62,498

Pastoral Care Emergencies
Please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 
number “2” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies,” and 
one of our staff ministers 

will return your call. You may 
also email pastoralcare@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm	 Children’s Hang Time,  
		  Children’s Choirs &  
		  Children@First (B400 hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:00-7:00pm	 Adults@First (Music & Prayer 	
		  Time, MidWeek Classic & 	
		  Other Adult Education)
7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
		  (Choir Room)

Have Yard Sale Items?
Drop off any items for the 
Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale 
on any Thursday, 10am-Noon. Contact 
Baxter Wynn for more information.

Introducing
…Andrew Tonks, our 
new Associate Youth and 
College Minister, who 
joined FBG on Sunday, 
November 19. Offer him a 
warm welcome. 

Sympathy
…to Patti Grantham and family in the 
death of her father.
…to Carol Phillips and family in the 
death of her mother.
…to the family of Al Bell.
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