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November 19, 10:30am (Sanctuary)

On November 19, Interim Senior Minister Tony Hopkins 
will serve as proclaimer, continuing his series of sermons 
leading us to contemplate what’s next for us, with sermon, 
“Do We Know How to Be Faithful?” based upon Psalm 
16:7-11 and Mark 9:2-9. The Sanctuary Choir will sing 
“Zion’s Walls” by Aaron Copland. Kyle Matthews will serve 
as the soloist. For more information on the music in some 

of our services, visit the Organist’s Blog at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
category/organists-blog/

Pews in front of the baptistry will be reserved for our Deaf and hard-
of-hearing community. When available, an American Sign Language 
interpreter will be at the base of the baptistry.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given by the family of Robert Wilson in 
loving memory and thanksgiving for his life.

If you would like to provide flowers for one of our future worship services, 
contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
864-233-2527 ext 128.

Wednesday, November 15

Plan now to join your church family for 
Wednesdays@First activities. Round 3 
continues this week:
MidWeek Classic: Questions from the Bible 
You Should Ask Yourself Every Day with Matt 
Rollins
Come to the Quiet with Susan D’Amato
Finding Freedom: Releasing the Bible from 
Patriarchy’s Grip with Kendra Plating
Please make a reservation for 
dinner by noon on Monday: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-
first/.
There are activities for all ages: nursery 
through adult. Come to find out where you 
belong!

November 13, 2023

WEDNESDAYS@FIRST WORSHIP

November 19
Following Worship

Lunch & Church Conference
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-conference-lunch/

Although the church body gathers in worship each 
Sunday morning, Church Conferences are times for 
the church body to gather to help conduct the work 
of the church. Church Conference minutes are stored 
in our safe room and serve as the historical reference 
points for FBG. Consider Church Conferences as 
important as any other election—your vote matters!

There will be a Stated Church Conference on 
Sunday, November 19, 2023, following worship in the 
Fellowship Hall. The 2024 Mission and Ministry Plan 
(budget), Deacon Nominating Committee slate, and 
Committee on Committees listing will be presented 
for approval. Other committee reports, including the 

first reading of proposed changes to the Rules of 
Church Order, will also be shared.

If you have attended a November Church Conference 
over the last several years, you are likely expecting to 
see the Youth Family serving baked potatoes! Youth 
will be focusing their fundraising efforts into one 
week—be on the lookout for more info after the first 
of the year!—but lunch will be available. Boxed lunch 
options are available by advanced reservation only 
with an order deadline of November 13. Visit https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-conference-lunch/ 
or visit the church home page for the link.

—Jenna

Church Conferences—Why Bother?



Hello, First Baptist family!
My name is Andrew Tonks, and I’m from 
Lexington, Kentucky. I graduated from 
the University of Kentucky and Vanderbilt 
Divinity School. I’m a minister’s kid, so I 
come from a background around the church. 
I’m very excited to begin work with the 
youth at First Baptist! I enjoy working and 

ministering with young people as they have such a capacity 
for enthusiasm and change in the church. I look forward to 
meeting you all in the coming weeks and months!

—Andrew Tonks

We are excited to announce Andrew 
Tonks as our new Associate Youth and 
College minister! Andrew will officially 
join us on Monday, November 13. We are 
looking forward to welcoming Andrew 
to Greenville and to our First Baptist 
Family, so stay tuned for a welcome 
party announcement! We hope our youth 
will join us for November and December 
events to celebrate with our Youth Family 
and get to know Andrew. 

—Mary Carol 
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Welcome to our New Associate Youth and College 
Minister

Have you ever been obligated to attend a party when 
you were miserable? Everyone around you seemed 
to be having a great time, so the pressure was on for 
you to get with the program, or you’d spoil the whole 
evening. People were not staring, but it felt like they 
were. You wished you could be anywhere else!

That’s how the entire holiday season feels for many 
people. For a long list of very good reasons, some 
of us are hurting or just out of sorts at a time when 
that feels like breaking the rules. But we can’t help 
it. We need a safe space to feel what we feel, and 
the places that have figured out how to make money 
providing such a space do not always have our best 
interests in mind.

True belonging requires me to realize that you may 
be having a different experience than I am having. 
Compassion means that I honor your right to your 
feelings, to not try to talk you out of them, and to just 
be present with you while you feel them. 

One way we do that at First Baptist is through 
our Longest Night service, where we leave all the 
unreasonable expectations at the door and bring 
our honest feelings right into the presence of God 
and allow God to minister to us. We also share 
communion and minister to one another. 

Even if you are “living your best life” this Christmas, 
you can offer sympathetic companionship. You 
probably have a friend—maybe someone who 
“doesn’t do church” who needs a gentle alternative to 
the pressure to be “holly jolly.” Invite them! You may 
have a prayer request you’d like read aloud as we 
light candles. If so, submit it in advance to me at kyle.
matthews@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Together or alone, happy or sad, come to our Longest 
Night service in the Sanctuary—or tune in via Vimeo 
or Facebook—at 6pm on Wednesday, December 20. 
It will be a safe space for honesty.

—Kyle
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A Safe Space for Honesty: Longest Night 2023
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On October 26, participants enjoyed lunch at the Dan’l Boone Inn, the 
beautiful fall colors in the Boone area and the art at the two churches 
with Ben Long frescoes. Join us on our next outing!      —Nancy Kirby

Roadrunners Fun!
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Our monthly missions focus for November and 
December is our MinisTREE. Each year, First Baptist 
Greenville partners with United Ministries to provide 
Christmas gifts for a number of Greenville families 
who are in need, and the MinisTREE is our way of 
doing that. Starting November 26, there will be a 
tree in the church’s reception area whose ornaments 
contain gift suggestions for the children and parents 
of the families we are helping. (Some of the items 
were requested by the family; others were suggested 
for them by the MinisTREE committee.) Each church 
member or family in our congregation is invited to 
take an ornament and help to fulfill a wish.

There are two ways to participate:
1. Starting November 26, you may stop by the 
church and choose an ornament from the tree, 
which will have a wish list item printed on it. On the 
table next to the MinisTREE, put your name next to 

your ornament # on the sign-up 
list and follow further directions 
there. Return your unwrapped gift 
by Sunday, December 10. Please 
include a gift receipt, if able.
2. Starting November 19, you may 
select a gift from our online wish 
list at https://www.myregistry.
com/giftlist/2023ministree. All gifts will need to 
be shipped to or dropped off (unwrapped) at the 
church no later than Sunday, December 10.  

We hope you will consider participating in the 
MinisTREE this year. People who have participated 
in the past have said that it’s a very meaningful way 
to share the joy of the season while helping our 
neighbors.

—Susan D’Amato, Missions & Affiliations Committee

Focus on Missions: MinisTREE Coming Soon!
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Wednesday Night Supper
Please make 
reservations by noon 
on Monday at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.

com/wednesdays-at-first/ 
November 15

Adult: Salad, Hawaiian Chicken, 
Rice, Mixed Veggies, Dinner Roll and 

Dessert
Child: Buttered Pasta, Cheesy Bread, 

Fruit, Cookie
November 22

Happy Thanksgiving!  
Wednesday night supper will return on 

November 29.

Upcoming Events
 indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
11/14	9:00am Holy Rollers Depart FBG 	
			   for Shopping at the Asheville 	
			   Outlet Mall and Lunch at the 	
			   Moose Cafe
11/15	6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s 	
			   Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace 	
			   Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities
		  MidWeek Classic: Questions 	
			   from the Bible You Should Ask 	
			   Yourself Every Day with Matt 	
			   Rollins
		  Come to the Quiet with Susan 	
			   D’Amato
		  Finding Freedom: Releasing the 	
			   Bible from Patriarchy’s Grip 	
			   with Kendra Plating
11/16	11:00am Roadrunners Depart FBG  
			   for Lunch at Tipsy Taco on 	
			   Woodruff Road
11/17-19 Pilgrimage to El Refugio and 	
			   Koinonia Farm
11/19	 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
			   Hopkins, including Family 	
			   Dedication
	 11:30am Lunch and Church 	
			   Conference (Fellowship Hall)— 
			   Make reservations for lunch: 	
			   https://firstbaptistgreenville.	
			   com/church-conference-lunch/
	 	 Vocare Rehearsal (Choir Room) 	
			   following Church Conference
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for 	
			   Youth (AYMC)
11/22-24	 Church Offices Closed in 	
		  Observance of Thanksgiving
11/22-26	 AYMC Closed in Observance of 	
		  Thanksgiving
11/26	 10:30am Christ the King 	
		  Sunday Worship Service 		
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
		  Hopkins
	 5:00pm LGBTQ and Friends 	
			   Community Group (Parlor)
11/29	6:30am Wednesday Morning 	
			   Men’s Bible Study Group (AYMC 	
			   Terrace Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities
			   For options, see 11/15
12/1	 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and 	
			   More (Fellowship Hall)

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Financial Needs as of 11/11
$2,487,981

Receipts as of 11/7
$2,016,132

Lula Whilden  
World Missions Offering

Goal: $100,000
Receipts as of 11/7

$46,529

Pastoral Care Emergencies
Please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 
number “2” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies,” and 
one of our staff ministers 

will return your call. You may 
also email pastoralcare@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm	 Children’s Hang Time,  
		  Children’s Choirs &  
		  Children@First (B400 hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:00-7:00pm	 Adults@First (Music & Prayer 	
		  Time, MidWeek Classic & 	
		  Other Adult Education)
7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
		  (Choir Room)

Have Yard Sale Items?
Drop off any items for the 
Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale 
on any Thursday, 10am-Noon. 

Contact Baxter Wynn for more 
information.

Poinsettia Orders
Visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/christmas-poinsettias/ to order a 
poinsettia for Advent decorating. You 
may even pay online!

Flower Guild
The flower guild needs your help! 

Visit https://tinyurl.com/fbgflowerguild 
for more.


