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Worship Service—October 29, 10:30am (Sanctuary)

On October 29, Interim Senior Minister Tony Hopkins will 
serve as proclaimer beginning a series of sermons leading 
us to contemplate what’s next for us. This week we ponder 
“Do We Know Who We Are?” based upon Psalm 139:13-
16 and Romans 8:12-17. The Sanctuary Choir will sing 
Z. Randall Stroope’s “All Who Dwell in the Shadow of the 
Lord.” We will also celebrate a family dedication. For more 
information on the music in some of our services, visit 
the Organist’s Blog at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

category/organists-blog/
Pews in front of the baptistry will be reserved for our Deaf and hard-
of-hearing community. When available, an American Sign Language 
interpreter will be at the base of the baptistry.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are gifted in loving memory of David McMaster 
by his son, Mark, and his wife, Barbara, in appreciation for the Christian 
home he created for their family. If you would like to provide flowers for one 
of our future worship services, contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527 ext 128.

Wednesday, October 25

Plan now to join your church family for 
Wednesdays@First activities. Round 2 
continues this week:
MidWeek Classic—Belonging to God’s 
Church: Insiders and Outsiders in American 
Church History led by Elizabeth Jemison, 
Associate Professor of Religion at Clemson 
University (Fellowship Hall)

Running with Doug facilitated by Doug Stout 
(Meet at AYMC Reception Desk)

Please make a reservation for 
dinner by noon on Monday: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-
first/.
There are activities for all ages: nursery 
through adult. Come to find out where you 
belong!

October 23, 2023

October 28
10am-12Noon

SEE: Walking the Way— 
Pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago

Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAYS@FIRST WORSHIP

It’s a question that every follower of Jesus should ask. What’s the next growth opportunity 
that God wants me to seize? Where is my next opportunity to use my gifts to help my 
church? Where is the next place I can serve others in a way that helps God’s kingdom come 
on earth as it is in heaven?

What’s Next?

November 5
10:30am

All Saints Worship Service

November 19
Following Worship

Lunch & Church Conference
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

church-conference-lunch/

It’s also a question for every church that 
is serious about fulfilling its mission from 
God. Every faith community, collectively, 
has a next opportunity, a next challenge, 
a next chapter. How exciting for FBG 
to know that its next chapter involves a 
remarkably gifted new Senior Minister, 
the Rev. Dr. Carol McEntyre, who will 
begin her ministry here in early January. 
When the search committee began its 
work, knowing who was part of the 
committee, I was very confident that 
they would discern the person God had 
for FBG. Having spent some time with 
Carol, I am convinced that they have 
done just that. I’m so excited for what 
she and you are going to do together!

Lately my thoughts and prayers 
have focused on the convergence 
of these two threads, your individual 
discipleship—what’s next for you—and 
the church’s collective discipleship—
what’s next for FBG as it continues to 
fulfill its mission alongside a new Senior 
Minister. In light of this convergence, 
I’ve planned a four-part sermon series 
which I hope—and believe—will have 
meaning on both levels. Each sermon 
will explore the question contained in 
the sermon title:
• Do We Know Who We Are?
• Do We Know How to Trust? 

• Do We Know How to Be Faithful?
• Do We Know How to Be Church?

It is my prayer that exploring these 
questions will have meaning for your 
individual discipleship; and that at the 
same time, it will help FBG prepare for 
Carol’s arrival, continuing and building 
on the momentum we have felt as we’ve 
begun to envision her leadership at 
FBG. In other words, I pray that these 
times of worship will help you get ready 
for what’s next!

Grace and Peace, 
Tony
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TH Parents, grandparents and 
guardians are invited to join us 
for our next event in the Parent 
Education series. As we talked 
about how to minister to the 
family as a whole on a wide 
scope—birth through college—we 
recognized that parent education 
was important to both of our 
areas of ministry. Out of this was 
born FBG’s Parent Education 
Initiative. We are excited to use 
this initiative to develop programs 
and events that will help support 
you as you do the holy work of 
raising children/youth throughout 
their formative years. This initiative 
will repeat each year focusing on 
Faith, Mental Health, and Sexuality 
and Safety. Thank you for allowing 
us to walk alongside your family 
during these important years.

We will host a Parent Dinner Party 
in our Fellowship Hall on Thursday, 
November 2, 6-8pm. We will hear 
from local experts in the field of 
Mental Health: Dr. Mary Ladd 
with Ladd Psychiatry and Kelsey 
Johnson M.ED., LPC, NCC, CCTP 
with GIFT Counseling Center for 
Wellness, LLC. 

We hope that you will enjoy 
conversations over dinner with 

others in similar life stages. Our 
goals for this evening include 
connecting you with other parents/
guardians, building community, 
and providing you with education 
and resources in our area.

Register now for this great event 
by visiting here: https://forms.gle/
bQ41qceUZB2JfzNp6 

$15/person or $25/couple

Price includes a delicious three 
course meal. Gluten-free and 
vegetarian options are available.

(Dependent upon registrations, 
child-care may be provided)

Deadline for Registration: Sunday, 
October 29

Grace and Peace, 
Bridget and Mary Carol

Upcoming Event: Parent Dinner Party

Walking the Camino de Santiago, known in English 
as The Way of Saint James, is one of the most 
enjoyable, meaningful and inspiring things I have ever 
done. The Camino is an ancient Catholic pilgrimage, 
roughly 1000 years old. The New Testament refers 
to James, son of Zebedee, as one of the disciples 
of Jesus. The story is that James preached and 
started churches in the area of what is now northern 
Spain. He returned to Jerusalem at some point, 

which turned out to be a 
fatal mistake, because he 
was beheaded by Herod. 
(Referenced in Acts 12:2) 
Legend has it that after 
James was martyred, his 
body was taken back to 
Spain and his remains 
were eventually moved 

to the Cathedral de Santiago de Compostela, which 
was built in the 11th and 12th centuries. I have been 

fortunate to walk the Camino 
three times, with two friends in 
2017 and solo in 2019 and 2022. 

I am grateful for this opportunity 
to show some slides and share 
some of my Camino experiences 
at the SEE retreat on October 28, 10am-Noon. Wear 
comfortable walking shoes. Weather permitting, we 
will offer the opportunity to take a short walk on the 
Swamp Rabbit Trail at the conclusion of the program. 

—Baxter

Please register by October 25. Contact Anna 
Woodham at anna.woodham@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-233-2527 ext. 149. Alternatively, follow 
this link (https://forms.gle/U4x7qTvuAUcB1HJM7) or 
the QR code to the registration page. Lunch will be 
provided by Uptown Catering for $10.00. This can be 
paid through the church website or in person.

Spiritual Enrichment Event (SEE): Walking the Way
PILGRIMAGE ON THE CAMINO DE SANTIAGO

“Walking is a way of 
connecting, of feeling 

our feet on the ground, 
a very ordinary and 

surprisingly spiritual 
thing.” 

—Diana Butler Bass
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Can you believe it? We are almost 
to the beginning of Advent on 
December 3. Our Flower Guild is 
scheduling workdays to get our 
worship space and exterior of our 
building festive for the season. 
Orders for wreaths and poinsettias 
have deadlines that are quickly 
approaching. As a faith family, we 
will celebrate the symbolism of the 
decorations in our Sanctuary during 
the Hanging of the Green Service 
on Sunday morning, December 3. 
Don’t miss this meaningful service!

The decorations are provided by 
the donations of church members. 
Church members may purchase 
poinsettias to help provide all of 
our decorations. The poinsettias 
may be given in memory of a 
deceased loved one or in honor 
of a living person. A list of all 

memorials and honor gifts will be 
published in upcoming editions 
of the newsletter. We have an 
online option for giving again 
this year. If you are interested 
in providing a poinsettia, visit 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
christmas-poinsettias/ and follow 
the instructions to submit your 
dedications. You may even pay 
online! If you would prefer, you may 
still mail the following information 
and your payment (checks payable 
to First Baptist Church) to me 
at church or drop it off at the 
Reception Desk. Orders and checks 
($30 each) should be received by 
Friday, December 1. 

—Kimberly

P.S. The flower guild needs your 
help! Visit https://tinyurl.com/
fbgflowerguild for more.

Advent and Christmas Poinsettias 
M

ISSIO
N

S
Name: ____________________

 __________________________

Phone: ____________________

E-mail: ____________________ 

Number of Poinsettias ($30 
each): _____________________

Dedication (In honor or in 
memory of): ________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Mail to:
Kimberly Coates
c/o First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC, 29601

The Lula Whilden World Missions Offering supports 
missions not only throughout the world but also right 
here in South Carolina and across the United States.

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of South Carolina 
(CBFSC) supports missions both through one-time 
grants to local nonprofits and through long-term 
partner relationships with nonprofit organizations 
across the state. One of this year’s partner grant 
recipients is the SC Fair Lending Alliance, which 
works to advocate fair lending practices for all South 
Carolinians.  

CBFSC has ongoing long-term partnerships with 
six organizations in South Carolina. Each receives 
funding to help them carry out their missions in their 

communities. One 
partner is the Carolina 
Immigrant Alliance, 
which is based in Rock 
Hill and works for the 
mutual inclusion of all 

people through a variety of avenues. Their mission 
is based on the belief that everyone has something 
to offer, and communities will become stronger as 
they include and learn from one another. There are 
other partners, such as Koinonia of Columbia and 
Together for Hope—Black Belt who work with those 
living in these communities “to identify and uplift the 
strengths that already reside in a community” and 
work together to meet those needs and improve the 
quality of life and help them to thrive.

CBFSC also awards grants to partner congregation 
churches to help realize a local missions project, 
event or to start a new congregational missions 
initiative. Please be in prayer for the work of CBFSC 
and the communities with whom they work across 
our state and nation. You can also support this work 
through your gift to the Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering.

—Nancy Schlepphorst, Missions & Affiliations 
Committee

Lula Whilden Offering: Missions Here in the U.S.
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Wednesday Night Supper
Please make 
reservations by noon 
on Monday at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.

com/wednesdays-at-first/ 
October 25

Adult: Salad, Lemon Pepper Chicken, 
Rice, Stir-fry Veggies, Dinner Roll and 

Dessert
Child: Fish Sticks, Mac & Cheese, 

Fruit, Cookie
November 1

Adult: Salad, Pulled “Caribbean Jerk” 
Pork, Rice, Broccoli, Dinner Roll and 

Dessert
Child: Pigs in a Blanket, French Fries, 

Fruit, Cookie

Upcoming Events
 indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
10/25	6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s  
			   Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace 	
			   Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities
		  MidWeek Classic: Belonging to  
			   God’s Church: Insiders and 	
			   Outsiders in American Church 	
			   History with Elizabeth Jemison 	
			   (Fellowship Hall)
		  Running with Doug Stout (AYMC 	
			   Reception Desk)
10/26	8:00am Roadrunners to Ben Long 	
			   Frescoes and Lunch at Dan’l 	
			   Boone Inn
10/28	10:00am-12:00pm Spiritual 	
			   Enrichment Event: Walking the  
			   Way with Baxter Wynn—	
			   Pilgrimage on the Camino de 	
			   Santiago (Fellowship Hall)
10/29	 10:30am Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
			   Hopkins, including Family 	
			   Dedication
	 11:30am Lunch for Visitors and 	
			   New Members (Fellowship Hall)
	 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
			   Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for 	
			   Youth (AYMC)
11/1	 6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s  
			   Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace 	
			   Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities
		  Celebration Wednesday
11/2	 6:00-8:00pm Parent (Preschool, 	
			   Children, Youth) Dinner Party 	
			   (Fellowship Hall)
11/3	 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and 	
			   More (Fellowship Hall)
11/5	 10:30am All Saints  
			   Sunday Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Kyle 	
			   Matthews
	 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
			   Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live for 	
			   Youth (AYMC)
11/8	 6:30am Wednesday Morning Men’s  
			   Bible Study Group (AYMC Terrace 	
			   Level)
		  Wednesdays@First Activities
		  MidWeek Classic: Questions 	
			   from the Bible You Should Ask 	
			   Yourself Every Day with Matt 	
			   Rollins
		  Come to the Quiet with Susan 	
			   D’Amato
		  Finding Freedom: Releasing the 	
			   Bible from Patriarchy’s Grip 	
			   with Kendra Plating

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Financial Needs as of 10/21
$2,322,115

Receipts as of 10/16
$1,843,512

Lula Whilden  
World Missions Offering

Goal: $100,000
Receipts as of 10/10

$31,207

Pastoral Care Emergencies
Please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 
number “2” for “Pastoral 
Care Emergencies,” and 
one of our staff ministers 

will return your call. You may 
also email pastoralcare@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

Wednesdays@First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm	 Children’s Hang Time,  
		  Children’s Choirs &  
		  Children@First (B400 hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:00-7:00pm	 Adults@First (Music & Prayer 	
		  Time, MidWeek Classic & 	
		  Other Adult Education)
7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
		  (Choir Room)

Introducing
…Beth and David 
Taylor who joined 
FBG during worship 
on Sunday, October 
8. They are re-joining 
after moving back 

to Greenville. Offer them a warm 
welcome home! 

Have Yard Sale Items?
Drop off any items for the 
Neighborhood Partnership Yard 
Sale on any Thursday, 10am-Noon. 
Contact Baxter Wynn for more 
information.
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