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Join your church family in the 
Fellowship Hall at 5:00pm on Sunday, 
July 30, for an evening of meaningful 
entertainment. Doug Berky joins us 
to present Tolstories: From Aristcrat 
to Holy Fool, an original adaptation 
of selected Leo Tolstoy short stories 
that he wrote with Carol Sutton. 
In Tolstories, Doug explores Leo 
Tolstoy’s search for meaning as 
seen through his lesser-known 
works. Donations received at this 
performance will benefit Ukraine 
Humanitarian Relief.

Doug Berky 
has been 
creating and 
evolving his 
own brand 
of physical 
theater for 
over thirty 
years. 

His original performances are an 
intricately woven fabric of Commedia 
Dell’Arte, physical comedy, 
mime, mask theatre, clowning, 
circus arts and storytelling. He is 
known internationally for his mask 
construction. Doug began his 
professional training at the Dell’Arte 
School of Mime and Comedy in 
Blue Lake, California. He has toured 
with many companies, performed 
internationally, appeared in television 
series and specials, and taught as 
artist-in-residence at several schools, 
including Furman University.

Come to both enjoy and be 
challenged by these stories!

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Worship 
Service, July 30, 10:30am (Sanctuary)
During worship on Sunday, July 30, we 
will celebrate a Family Dedication. Minister 
of Community Engagement Matt Rollins 
will serve as proclaimer with sermon, “The 
Spirituality of Making Room” based upon 
Matthew 13:31-33. Participants from the 

Worship Arts Camp will lead in worship. 

Pews in front of the baptistry are reserved for our Deaf 
and hard-of-hearing community. When available, an 
American Sign Language interpreter will be at the 

base of the baptistry.
If you would like to provide flowers for one of our future 
worship services, contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.
coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527 ext 128. 
Our next open date is July 30.

July 24, 2023

WORSHIP

Sundays at 9:30am
Fellowship Hall

Combined Sunday School
Summer of Psalms

Sunday, July 30, 5:00pm
Fellowship Hall

Tolstories: From Arisocrat to Fool

Sunday, August 13
Blessing Sunday

Tolstories: From Aristocrat to Holy Fool
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Earlier this year (2023), a study 
group was put together to 
examine three questions regarding 
compensation at First Baptist 
Greenville:

1. Are we compensating all 
employees, regardless of 
gender, equitably based on job 
responsibilities, experience, and skill 
level?
2. Should we change any policies 
related to compensation regarding 
transparency and publishing of pay 
rates?
3. Are we compensating current 
staff appropriately regarding 
reduced staffing levels, new job 
descriptions, varied hiring dates, 
and other relevant factors?

After meeting several times, and 
examining the data in different ways, 
we found the following:
1. There is no discrepancy regarding 
pay rates and compensation related 
to gender
2. Due to the confidential and 
highly personal nature of pay 
and compensation, the risks of 
publishing pay bands or other 
data regarding compensation 
far outweigh the rewards to the 
congregation or staff. We do 
recommend that a permanent task 
force composed of the Chair of the 
Personnel Committee, the Incoming 
Chair of the Personnel Committee, 
the Church Operations Coordinator, 
and one at-large member of the 

Personnel Committee meet regularly 
to review all compensation and 
insure that equity is maintained.
We appreciate the hard work that 
all of the current staff are doing at 
First Baptist, and look forward to 
continuing the effort to insure the 
compensation is fair and updated.

Sincerely,
Freda Lark—2023 Chair of the 

Personnel Committee
Ben Waldrop—2024 Chair of the 

Personnel Committee
Bob Cloaninger—Member of 

Personnel Committee
Jenna Manning—Church Operations 

Coordinator

“For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every 
purpose under heaven. A time 
to keep, and a time to discard.”  

The pattern is familiar and understandable. When we 
are young, our needs and desires usually result in the 
accumulation of more and more possessions. Whether 
it is something we receive as a gift, something we have 
purchased for ourselves, a necessity, or just something 
we wanted, the truth is that most of us end up with 
more possessions, more stuff, than we really need. If we 
are lucky, we will grow old, and eventually will face the 
question of what in the world to do with all the material 
possessions we have managed to accumulate through 
the years.

Aging has its challenges, but there are also positive 
aspects to aging. It can be a time of personal growth, 
fulfillment and spiritual renewal. One of the gifts that 
comes with aging is that our thoughts about what 
is most important to us changes. We learn to value 

experiences over material things. Aging can offer more 
time for reflection, finding fulfillment in the things that 
matter most, focusing on who and what we care most 
deeply about, and giving thanks for the sheer wonder of 
life itself. Relationships take on a greater meaning, and 
as we age, the desire or need to continue accumulating 
material possessions diminishes. As we age, we find 
meaning and purpose through focusing on those we 
love and in being more sensitive and responsive to 
the needs of those in our community who are hurting. 
A great way to be responsive to those in need is 
through contributing items to the FBG Neighborhood 
Partnership Yard Sale. All proceeds go to mission-
related needs in our community.

“For now, just stick that somewhere in a closet or in 
the storage room, and we’ll figure out what to do with it 
later.” Sound familiar? Regardless of your stage in life, 
if you need to declutter, please consider donating to the 
FBG Neighborhood Partnership Yard Sale. If you have 
questions, feel free to call me at the church office.                 

—Baxter
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Yard Sale 
Theology

Caring for Our Staff

Yard Sale Dates: Friday, March 8, 4:00-7:00pm and Saturday, March 9, 8:00am-1:00pm
Please provide prior notice by calling Baxter (ext. 104) if you plan to drop off items for the yard sale. We will 

receive items: Sundays, immediately after morning worship, starting July 30; Thursday mornings 9:00-11:00am, 
starting September 7; and the first Saturday of every month 9:00-11:00am, starting in September. If you have 

items to donate and need them to be picked up at your home, please call to schedule a convenient time. 



When prospective members meet with me to discuss 
joining the church, they often remark on the caring spirit of 
our church. Despite being a large congregation, we seek to 

emulate God’s love for others by being a place where we know one another. We recognize that no one should walk 
through life alone. In fact, life with God and life with others is sweeter when we share each other’s burdens and 
celebrations! Read on to discover ways you can join church teams dedicated to caring for the congregation.

Caring for One Another
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• Flowers to Friends—On Monday 
mornings, volunteers divide Sunday’s 
flower sprays and deliver to members 
in need of encouragement. Contact 
Angie Knight.
• MidWeek Meal Delivery—Pick up 
meals at FBG and deliver to members 
recovering from hospitalization or 
illness. Contact Kyle Matthews.
• Rides to Medical Appointments—
Volunteers provide transportation 
to and from weekday medical 
appointments for people who do 
not feel safe driving. Contact Kyle 
Matthews.
• Rides to Worship—Volunteers 
provide transportation to and from 
worship on Sunday mornings for 
people who do not feel safe driving. 
Contact Kyle Matthews. 

Monthly
• Card Writing Team—Correspond 
with homebound or nursing home 

members via snail mail. Write and 
send on your own schedule. Contact 
Kyle Matthews.
• Knit One, Crochet Too—This 
group meets to knit and crochet 
prayer shawls for members who 
are homebound, undergoing 
rehabilitation, or living in assisted 
living facilities. They also make baby 
blankets for newborns! Contact the 
chairperson directly: Janet Albert, 
508-641-3299.
• Visitation Team—Volunteers are 
matched with members who are 
homebound or in assisted living 
facilities for monthly visits and special 
seasonal deliveries. Contact Kyle 
Matthews.

As Needed
• Bereavement Meal Delivery Team—
Volunteers are notified by a minister 
when a death has occurred. They 
order and pick up a pre-arranged 
meal from a restaurant and deliver 

it to the family. Contact Kyle 
Matthews.
• Caregiver Team—This group 
cares for caregivers through 
biannual events focused on 
respite and recognition of 
members who are primary 
caregivers for a family member 
or loved one. New members are 
always welcome. Contact Kyle 
Matthews.
• Stephen Ministry—Volunteers 
receive training by the Stephen 
Ministry organization to provide 
a season of confidential 
companionship for members 
going through a difficult life 
transition. When requested 
through a minister, this self-
supervised ministry matches a 
care-receiver with a Stephen 
Minister. Members are provided 
with mutual support and 
continuing education. Contact 
Kyle Matthews.

As is often highlighted in 
the Lula Whilden Offering, 
First Baptist Greenville 
supports various field 

personnel who have been commissioned by the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship to serve all over the 
world. One team we support is that of Carson and Laura 
Foushee, who serve in Kanazawa, Japan. Their work 
at Kanazawa Baptist Church (KBC) is helping create a 
welcoming community for all international transplants 
who now find themselves in Kanazawa. These 
individuals may find themselves facing challenges 
ranging from language barriers to finding social ties in 
their local community. The Foushees’ ministry focuses 
on helping to relieve as many of these barriers as 
possible within their church community.

This summer, they are home for a few months, traveling 
around the United States to spend time with churches 

who support their work. They spent time with both the 
Missions Committee and the children of FBG. Missions 
Committee members dined with the Foushees for both 
fellowship and mutual updates on the ministries of FBG 
and KBC. Carson and Laura explained some of the 
changing needs they have experienced in Kanazawa, 
including Ukranian refugees who have relocated to 
Japan to escape the war. They also highlighted some 
of the benefits of offering English-speaking services in 
an area where that language is a rare commodity and 
offers a way for people from many different countries 
to find community with each other in an inclusive and 
loving space.

In addition to dining with members of our Mission 
Committee, Carson and Laura spent all day Wednesday 
with our 3rd-5th graders attending Missions Week. They 
taught the children about their ministry, how to 
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continued on page 4
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Wednesday Night Supper
Plan now to join us on August 16 when 
Wednesdays at First activities resume.

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
7/24-28	 9:00am-1:00pm A Child Shall 	
		  Lead Them: Worship Arts Camp
7/25	 4:00-7:00pm Youth Family End of 	
		  Summer Pool Party
7/30	 9:30am Summer Combined 	
		  Sunday School: Summer of 	
		  Psalms (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Ninth Sunday after 	
		  Pentecost Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Matt 	
		  Rollins
	 5:00pm Tolstories: From Aristocrat 	
		  to Holy Fool (Fellowship Hall)
8/3-4	 Merge Retreat for Rising 6th and 	
		  12th Grade Students
8/6	 10:30am Tenth Sunday 	
		  after Pentecost Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
		  Hopkins
8/8	 6:00-8:00pm College Night 	
		  (McDonald home)
8/9	 10:00am Roadrunners to 		
		  Strawberry Hill for Shopping and 	
		  Lunch
8/13	 9:00am Blessing Sunday Youth 	
		  Family Breakfast
	 10:30am Blessing Sunday 	
		  Worship Service (Sanctuary) with 	
		  Proclaimer Tony Hopkins
	 5:00pm Youth Family Block Party 	
		  (Fellowship Hall and Parking Lot)
8/16	 Wednesdays at First Activities 	
		  Resume

Financial Needs as of 7/22
$1,603,365

Receipts as of 7/11
$1,198,054

Pastoral Care 
Emergencies

Please call the Church Office,  
864-233-2527, and leave 

a message by pressing the 
number “2” for “Pastoral 

Care Emergencies.” One of 
our staff ministers will return 

your call. 

Or, email pastoral.care@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

8/20	 10:30am Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
		  Hopkins
8/23	 Wednesdays at First Activities 
8/26	 9:00am-4:00pm Pride Link Youth 	
		  Summit
8/27	 10:30am Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
		  Hopkins, including Communion
5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends Community 	
		  Group (Parlor)
8/30  Wednesdays at First Activities

Sympathy
…to Bill Dodson and family in the death 
of his mother.
…to the family of Wilma Frese.

Congratulations…
…to Robyn Cothran Evans and Bo 
Evans on the birth of Asa James Evans, 
born July 9. Asa’s great-grandparents 
in our church are Jeanette and John 
Cothran.

write a few words in Japanese, 
some origami, and even led 
the children in a traditional Tea 
Ceremony. Afterwards, they joined 
the group for lunch at Irashai. The 
children truly enjoyed their day with 
the Foushees, and many said it was 
the highlight of their whole week. 

—Kate Anderson, Missions and 
Affiliations Committee,  

and Bridget Kokolis

Missionaries Visit  
     continued from page 2
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