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Wednesday, March 8, 
6:15pm— 
MidWeek Fellowship 
(Fellowship Hall)
Kyle Matthews will 
continue his series 
“Unstuck” during our 
MidWeek Fellowship 

gathering this week. This week’s study 
will focus on helpful Lenten suggestions 
for how to get “unstuck” in spiritual 
practices. In community, let’s gather 
some insight to help us get “unstuck” 
—and share some great music, too!

Make reservations for supper (https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-
at-first/) and fellowship around the 
tables from 5:00-6:00pm.

March 13, 2023

Easter Lilies

WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST

Sunday, March 19, 10:30am—Worship Service (Sanctuary)
During our Fourth Sunday in Lent, Interim Senior Minister Tony 
Hopkins will complete his Lenten series on the Beatitudes with 
sermon “The Last Blessing” based upon Matthew 5:10-12. The 
Sanctuary Choir will sing Claude L. Bass’s “Jesus, Thou Joy of 
Loving Hearts.” Gather with your church family as we continue 
our Lenten journey together.

If you can’t worship with us in person, join us by radio at 89.3-HD4, 91.9FM or 
92.9FM. Visit our church website, firstbaptistgreenville.com, or our Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/, to view online.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given with love in honor of Tony Ugenti on his 
60th birthday by his wife, Sue, and his children, Jacob and Rebekah.

If you would like to provide flowers for one of our future worship services, contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527 
ext 128. The next open date is March 26.

During Holy Week, which begins on Palm Sunday and ends 
on Easter, we travel with Jesus, reenacting and remembering 
the events that lead to his crucifixion and resurrection. We 
become actors in the great drama of redemption, sacrifice 
and salvation. In turn, we become political rebels, members of 
a raucous crowd, pilgrims visiting Jerusalem, faithful women, 
and fearful disciples. In equal measure, we find ourselves 
shouting “Hosanna!” and “Crucify him!” We kneel down to 
wash one another’s feet, and we flee into the night. We are 
utterly convinced that Christ has died, and we are surprised, 
once more, that Christ is risen. 

Please make plans to attend the following Holy Week 
services. May they help you enter the narrative of Christ’s life, 
death and resurrection. 

—Franklin

Join the Drama of Holy Week

WORSHIP

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday, April 2, 10:30am (Sanctuary)

Holy Wednesday, April 5, 6:15pm  
(Fellowship Hall)

Maundy Thursday, April 6, 7:00pm (Parlor)

Good Friday, April 7, 7:00pm (Sanctuary)

Early Easter in the Garden, April 9, 8:30am 
(Labyrinth in Remembrance Garden)

Easter, April 9, 10:30am (Sanctuary)

Order by March 29
https://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/
palms-and-easter-lilies/

...continued on page 2
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$50 per camper, lunch provided each day, scholarships available

All children 4 years old through 5th grade are invited to join us for a week 
of fun and worship arts! We will enjoy Bible Study, art projects, Music, 
Worship Elements, and more together for a week that will culminate 
with our children leading in worship on Sunday, July 30, where they will 
premiere a new commissioned children’s choir piece by Shelton Ridge 
Love. It’s a lot like Vacation Bible School, but each element is intentional 
to help our children learn to lead in worship while having fun. Registration 
will open April 3, 2023 at 9AM.

This summer’s worship arts camp for children is made possible by 
resources from the Jane Stelling Music Education Fund. This fund 
was established in memory of Jane Stelling, a long-time choral music 

teacher in the Greenville community, a beloved church member who directed Children’s and Youth Choirs, 
and a singer in the Sanctuary Choir here at First Baptist. The new piece the children will sing during camp 
is commissioned in memory of Jane Stelling. Put this on your calendar now and watch for more information 
soon!

—Amy, Bridget and Vivian

Palm Sunday Worship Service, with Proclaimer  
Tony Hopkins
Sunday, April 2, 10:30am in the Sanctuary
We hail Christ as King, guided by the Children’s 
Choir and a procession of palms and choral music 
accompanied by strings and organ. Through 
communion and the narrative of Christ’s passion, we 
prepare for his crucifixion. 

Wednesdays at First, with Kyle Matthews 
Holy Wednesday, April 5, 6:15pm in the  
Fellowship Hall
We assemble as a community, continuing our Lenten 
lessons on becoming “Unstuck.” 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service, with Proclaimer  
Tony Hopkins
Thursday, April 6, 7:00pm in the Parlor
We gather in an Upper Room, obeying Christ’s 
commandment to serve one another. Like Jesus’ 
disciples, we sing hymns—led by the Sanctuary 
Choir—and we share communion. 

Stations of the Cross, led by Franklin Lowe
Friday, April 7, Noon & 1:00pm in the Chapel; 2:00pm 
in the Labyrinth 
We follow the Way of the Cross, remembering the final 
acts of Jesus’ life and death. We pray for the concerns 
of our community and all creation. 

Good Friday Recital, with Organist Shelton  
Ridge Love
Friday, April 7, 7:00pm in the Sanctuary
We wait at the foot of the cross with Jesus’ faithful 
followers—a group of women represented by music 
written by female composers. As scriptures are read 
and candles extinguished, we see the light of Christ 
fade from this world. 

Easter Morning in the Garden Service, with 
Proclaimer Franklin Lowe 
Sunday, April 9, 8:30am on the Remembrance  
Garden Labyrinth 
We follow the direction of the female disciples once 
more, gathering to celebrate the first morning of the 
new creation. With guitar and glad tidings, we raise our 
voices to greet the new day.

Easter Worship Service, with Proclaimer Tony Hopkins
Sunday, April 9, 10:30am in the Sanctuary
We proclaim the resurrection of Christ, through festive 
music by congregation, choir, brass and organ and a 
flower cross blooming with life. 

Join the Drama of Holy Week, continued from page 1
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Do you want to learn more 
about the history of First Baptist 
Greenville or how to get involved 
in church life? First Baptist 101 
is a class for you! This four-
part series is for guests, visitors 
and newer members who want 
a broad overview of the life of 
the church, as well as a way to 
get answers to specific church 

questions. In addition, First 
Baptist 101 is a great way to 
meet other newcomers! The 
sessions are conversational and 
informal. We will meet in the Media 
Center (across the hall from the 
Fellowship Hall) on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:15-7:00pm.

March 1: Being Baptist at First 
Baptist—What do we mean when 
we say “baptist”?

March 8: God at Work at First 
Baptist—History of big decisions 
and how they happened

March 15: Navigating First 
Baptist—Getting to know the 
campus, community groups, 
ministries, staff and website

[No session March 22]

March 29: Church Life at First 
Baptist—Serving, volunteering and 
membership

No registration is necessary. 
Email me at camille.loomis@
firstbaptistgreenville.com with 
questions!

—Camille

Continues this March

In February of 2020, I attended 
a professional conference 
sponsored by Polyphony, 
a fellowship of pastoral 
musicians. Over the past 
two years, even during the 
height of a pandemic when 
our church was closed for 
in-person services and choirs 
and congregations did not 
gather for singing, I attended 

Zoom meetings with Polyphony members—church 
musicians from across the country. This group of 
colleagues became a close community that shared 
ideas and struggles. This group has become a 
source of encouragement and strong support for 
me personally. Polyphony and Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship (CBF) are sponsoring a small group of 
church musicians in a project called “Thriving in 
Ministry.” The purpose of this group is seeking to 
intentionally create collegial relationships among 
church musicians to share learning, best practices, 
and support. We have received a Lilly grant that will 
cover our expenses for this project through 2023. 
Later this year, we will gather with at least two other 
CBF-sponsored Thriving in Ministry groups: one for 
female pastors in Puerto Rico and one for pastors 
who are women of color.  

Having the opportunity to be part of this group 
has reminded me how rejuvenating and positive 
being part of a community of musicians can be. I 
encourage you to consider becoming part of our 
community of musicians at First Baptist. Working 
and singing together in music ministry is a powerful 
antidote to isolation and despair. Our children love 
being in Children’s Choirs; our Vocare singers sing 
with a beauty and purity of sound that is inspiring; 
our Sanctuary Choir rehearsals always lift all of our 
spirits—even when it has been a tiring, crazy day.  

“Let all who take refuge in You rejoice, let them sing 
for joy! And protect them, so that those who live in 
your love may dance in your light. For You bless the 
peaceful and just, O Friend to all, You encircle them 
with your healing light and hold them in your love.”  
(adapted from Psalm 5)

—Vivian 

Finding Community Through Music 
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Wednesday Night 
Supper

Make your reservations by noon 
on Monday. Menus and reservation 

information are available at 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

wednesdays-at-first/
March 15

Adult: Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans, Salad, Roll, Dessert
Child: Pizza Bread, Fruit, Cookie

March 22
Wednesday night supper, along with 
all Wednesdays at First Activities, will 
take a break this week. We will gather 

again on March 29.

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
3/14	 7:30am Holy Rollers Take “Driving 	
		  Miss Daisy” Tour of Atlanta
3/15 	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm First Baptist 101 (Media 	
		  Center)
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Unstuck—Spiritual 	
		  Practices (Fellowship Hall) with Kyle 	
		  Matthews 
3/19	 9:30am Forum@First: 	
		  Gospel Portraits (Fellowship Hall) 	
		  with Tony Hopkins
	 10:30am Fourth Sunday in 	
		  Lent Worship Service (Sanctuary) 	
		  with Proclaimer Tony Hopkins
	 11:30am SAVER Interest and Idea 	
		  Meeting (Parlor)
3/26 	 9:30am Forum@First: 	
		  Gospel Portraits (Fellowship Hall) 	
		  with Tony Hopkins
	 10:30am Fifth Sunday in 	
		  Lent/Annunciation Sunday 	
		  Worship Service (Sanctuary) with 	
		  Proclaimer Matt Rollins and 	
		  Bell Tower Ringers, including 	
		  Baptism
	 11:30am Lunch for Visitors and 	
		  New Members (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 3/11
$552,885

Receipts as of 2/28
$367,165

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

March 13-18
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)

March 19-26
Frank Smith 

864-616-5444 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave a mes-
sage by pressing the number “2” 

for “Pastoral Care  
Emergencies.”

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time  
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
		  Music and Missions 		
		  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)

Sympathy
…to the family of Virginia Zaccheo.
…to Kurt Restine and family in the 
death of his brother.
…to the family of Cecelia Jackson.
…to the family of Freddie Jameson.
…to Phillip Day and family in the death 
of his mother.

3/26	 5:00pm LGTBQ & Friends 		
		  Community Group (Parlor)
3/28 	 6:30pm Nehemiah Action— 
		  GOAL (Sanctuary) Greenville 	
		  Organized for Accountable Leadership 	
		  (GOAL) is a network of diverse 	
		  congregations coming together to make 	
		  the area a more just place to live, work 	
		  and do business
3/29 	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm First Baptist 101 (Media 	
		  Center)
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Unstuck—Faith in 	
		  Action and Community 		
		  (Fellowship Hall) with Kyle 		
		  Matthews 
3/30 	 Inasmuch Day with Youth Base
3/31	 3:00-8:00pm FBDS Reggio Run
3/31-4/2	Middle School Missions Blitz
4/1 	 Inasmuch Day with Friends of the 	
		  Reedy
4/2 	 10:30am Palm Sunday 	
		  Worship Service (Sanctuary) with 	
		  Proclaimer Tony Hopkins and 	
		  Children’s Choirs, Sanctuary 	
		  Choir and Strings
4/5 	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm Holy Wednesday 	
		  MidWeek Fellowship: Unstuck 	
		  —Wholeness (Fellowship Hall) 	
		  with Kyle Matthews 
4/6 	 7:00pm Maundy Thursday Worship 	
		  Service (Parlor)
4/7 	 Noon and 1:00pm (Chapel) and at	
	 2:00pm (Labyrinth) Stations of the 	
		  Cross
	 7:00pm Good Friday Recital  
		  (Sanctuary) with Organist Shelton 	
		  Ridge Love
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