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February 21, 2023

February 22, 6:15pm—Sanctuary 

Ash Wednesday Service for Ages 3-Adult

Imposition of Ashes

Sarah Ramsey-Smith, our Special Needs Ministry Coordinator, has resigned to 
pursue full-time employment. Sarah’s last day will be Sunday, February 26. Please 
contact Bridget Kokolis for any Special Needs Ministry related items after then. We 
wish Sarah well in her new opportunity.

Staff Updates
The mountains are calling. I hear their gentle whispers and feel their subtle nudge. 
And so, my family and I will be moving to Asheville, NC in June. You, church, have 
been the first and only church I have served thus far in my ministry. You welcomed 
me to staff 9 years ago amid transitions and made a place for me here. This church 
ordained me. This church helped me to welcome my two precious babies, Hattie 
and Wilder. And you confirmed in me a calling from God to lead a church, and 
so I’m following the whimsy of this God we all serve and listening to her gentle 
whispers and subtle nudges as she calls me to the mountains. I’ll take the next year 
to wrap up my doctorate and spend some extra time with Wilder before he starts 
kindergarten. And I’ll be visiting churches in the Asheville area trying to discern 
where God might want me to land. If you have connections to churches in Asheville, 
I am all ears and welcome the introductions! I also welcome you all reaching out to 
me via email, phone, or text, so we can find a time to have lunch or coffee or just 
share a few words of encouragement and blessing before my last day sometime 
around mid-April. Church, keep up the good work that I know is possible here– 
keep making a space for this radically welcoming God to do her work. I know you 
will and I’ll be cheering you on from Asheville. You have my prayers, and I hope I 
have yours, too. 

—Kendra



Senior Adult Lunch and More on the first Friday of 
March

Join your friends on Friday, March 3, at 10:30am 
in the Fellowship Hall for games or in the Media 
Center for a book review of Mrs. Whaley and Her 
Charleston Garden by Emily Whaley presented by Pat 
Booker-Christy. The main program in the Fellowship 
Hall will feature a talk on small space vegetable 
gardening. We need numbers to be sure there is 
enough delicious lunch for all. Make reservations at 
https://forms.gle/cJHUscwNvkKuVp4r6 by Tuesday, 
February 28.

Holy Rollers Trip to Atlanta

On Tuesday, March 14, depart FBG at 7:30am for a 
“Driving Miss Daisy” tour of Atlanta. You may want 
to watch the movie before we go! Pay-your-own-way 
lunch at restaurant TBD.  Sign up at https://forms.gle/
EBSrFmBratUdBM546 to reserve your spot. 

Roadrunners 

The Roadrunners do not currently have a March trip 
planned, but that might change in the near future. 
If there is a trip, we will announce it in the emailed 
Senior Adult Newsletter and at the March 3 Senior 
Adult Lunch and More.

SE
N

IO
R 

AD
U

LT
S

W
O

RS
H

IP

The Senior Adult Ministry is busy preparing opportunities for fun and fellowship. See the list below 
for activities occurring in March. Visit firstbaptistgreenville.com/senioradultevents to see a list of all 
upcoming Senior Adult events and their sign-ups. If you have any questions, email me (jennifer.craig@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) or call me at 233-2527 ext. 121. Don’t miss out on these opportunities!

—Jennifer

Senior Adult Activities for March

Sunday, February 26, 10:30am (Sanctuary)
During our First Sunday in Lent worship service, Interim Senior 
Minister Tony Hopkins will continue his Lenten series on the 
beatitudes. His sermon will be “Pure in Heart” based upon 
Matthew 5:1-8. The Sanctuary Choir will sing “Lift Up Your 
Heads, O Ye Gates” by William Mathias. We will also celebrate 
the ordinance of communion. 

If you can’t worship with us in person, join us by radio at 
89.3-HD4, 91.9FM or 92.9FM. Visit our church website, 
firstbaptistgreenville.com, or our Facebook page, https://www.
facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/, to view online.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given in loving memory of Max 
and Nancy Whatley by their children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

If you would like to provide flowers for one of our future 
worship services, contact Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527 ext 128. The next 
open date is March 26.

Wednesday, February 22  
6:15pm—Ash Wednesday Service 
(Sanctuary)
This week following our family night 
supper in the Fellowship Hall, we will 
gather in the Sanctuary at 6:15pm for 
MidWeek Fellowship as we observe 
Ash Wednesday. This special service 

is for the family—age 3-adult—to attend together. The 
nursery is provided for those birth-age 2. We will observe 
the imposition of ashes for those who find it meaningful. 
Interim Senior Minister Tony Hopkins will bring the 
meditation “Can We Really Be Disciples?” based upon 
Mark 8:31-35 and Psalm 51. Join your church family 
in this meaningful service to begin our Lenten journey 
together. The Spiritual Formations’ Lenten Devotional 
Booklet will be available following the service. 

Make reservations for supper (https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/) and fellowship around the 
tables from 5:00-6:00pm.

Opportunities This Week
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Our Ministry Education and 
Formation Committee is now 
taking applications for our 
Summer 2023 Youth Mentoring 
Team. This is an 11-week program 
that will consist of a college 
student (or students) who have 
an interest in assisting with all 
aspects of ministry to youth 
(grades 6 through college). Their 
primary focus will be on building 
and strengthening relationships 
within our Youth Family. The 

program is designed to provide an 
opportunity for college students to 
identify strengths, gifts, interests 
and abilities; invest in this youth 
ministry and its members; and 
help create a sense of trust, 
respect and bond between our 
youth and youth leaders.

First Baptist’s Youth Mentoring 
Team will be made up of one or 
more college students who have 
completed at least their first year 
of school. Preference will go 

to those college students who 
have shown genuine interest and 
commitment to the First Baptist 
Greenville Youth Ministry.

Interested? Go to https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/ministry-
education-formation/ for full 
information and the application. 
Please submit Youth Mentor 
Applications to the Youth Ministry 
office no later than Sunday, March 
19, 2023. 

—Mary Carol

There is a significant and meaningful opportunity for your 
voice to be heard with regard to our Senior Minister Search! Mark Your Calendars!
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2023 Summer Youth Mentoring Team

On Sunday, May 21, First Baptist Greenville will 
celebrate and honor the graduating classes of 2023—
high school, college and graduate school. The day 
will begin in the AYMC, when graduates and their 
families are invited to share in a time of breakfast and 
fellowship with our Youth Family. During worship, 
at 10:30am, graduates will wear their graduation 
caps and gowns and will be individually recognized 
and given a special gift from the church. A special 
luncheon for our high school graduates will follow 
worship.

We understand that some graduates may not be 
present for our 10:30am worship on Sunday, May 21. 

However, we ask that every graduate submit a recent 
photo of themselves (by Sunday, April 16) so we can 
recognize them in our church newsletter, The Branch, 
and display pictures of all of our graduates on the 
bulletin board outside Tony’s office. 

All graduates who are connected to FBG and are 
graduating this May, please help us by completing a 
Graduate Info Form no later than Sunday, April 16! 
You can find the form by using the link listed below.

—Mary Carol and Franklin

Graduate Info Form— 
https://forms.gle/Umagu32ZEg4BmpKY8

Calling ALL Graduates!

Two Congregational 
Conversations have already taken 
place: January 22, on FBG’s 
past, and February 5, on FBG’s 
present.
On Sunday, February 26, from 
3:30pm to 5:00pm we will focus 
on the future as we continue to 
develop a congregational profile—
capturing who we are as a church 
family—and a pastor profile—
capturing the qualities that we as 

a church believe would make the 
perfect match in our new senior 
minister.  

The conversations are designed 
to build on each other, so you 
have been invited to attend 
all three. However, if you have 
missed the previous sessions, 
please plan to attend this last 
one on February 26. Everyone will 
have a chance to talk and to be 

heard. Childcare will be provided for 
ages birth through 5th grade.

We want to hear from our youth as 
well! There is a separate set of youth 
conversations.

Please mark your calendars for this 
special and important event, so that 
our church family can benefit from 
your wisdom and insight.

—Senior Minister Search Committee
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Wednesday Night 
Supper

Make your reservations by noon 
on Monday. Menus and reservation 

information are available at 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

wednesdays-at-first/
February 22

Adult: Maple Salmon, Rice Pilaf, 
Asparagus Spears, Salad, Roll, 

Dessert
Child: Chicken Fingers, Fruit, Cookie

March 1
Adult: Pulled Pork Barbecue, Cole 
Slaw, Baked Beans, Salad, Roll, 

Dessert
Child: Fish Sticks, Fruit, Cookie

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
2/22	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Ash Wednesday 	
		  Service (Sanctuary) with Tony 	
		  Hopkins (nursery available for birth 	
		  through two-year-olds)
2/24	 5:00-7:00pm Children and Youth 	
		  Ministries Event: 5th/6th Grade 	
		  Game Night (AYMC) 
2/26	 9:30am The Bridge Community 	
		  Formation (AYMC Lobby)
		  10:30am First Sunday in 	
		  Lent Worship Service (Sanctuary) 	
		  with Proclaimer Tony Hopkins, 	
		  including Communion
	 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
		  Room)
	 3:30-5:00pm Congregational 	
		  Conversation (Fellowship Hall)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live 	
		  for Youth (AYMC)
	 5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 		
		  Community Group (Parlor)
3/1 	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Unstuck (Fellowship 	
		  Hall) with Kyle Matthews 
3/3	 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and 	
		  More (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 2/18
$387,019

Receipts as of 2/14
$248,222

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

February 20-26
Frank Smith 

864-616-5444 (m)

February 27-March 5
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave a mes-
sage by pressing the number “2” 

for “Pastoral Care  
Emergencies.”

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time  
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
		  Music and Missions 		
		  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)

Sympathy
…to Tony Hopkins and family in the 
death of his aunt.
…to Sid Mitchell and family in the death 
of his sister.

3/4	 Inasmuch Days Begin
3/5-12	 Youth Missions Awareness Week
3/5	 9:30am Breakfast for Families with 	
		  New Babies (Parlor)
	 9:30am Forum@First: 	
		  Gospel Portraits (Fellowship Hall) 	
		  with Tony Hopkins
	 10:30am Second Sunday in 	
		  Lent Worship Service (Sanctuary) 	
		  with Proclaimer Tony Hopkins
	 11:30am Grandparent/Youth Social 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 3:45-5:00pm FBDS Afternoon of 	
		  Stories
	 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
		  Room)
	 4:00-6:00pm Youth Tournaments 	
		  for Youth Missions Awareness 	
		  Week (AYMC Gym)
	 6:00-8:00pm Youth Dance (AYMC 	
		  Gym)
3/8	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Unstuck (Fellowship 	
		  Hall) with Kyle Matthews 
3/10-11	 Neighborhood Partnership Yard 	
		  Sale (Practice Gym)
3/12	 9:30am Forum@First: 	
		  Gospel Portraits (Fellowship Hall) 	
		  with Tony Hopkins
	 10:30am Third Sunday  
		  in Lent/Youth Sunday Worship  
		  Service (Sanctuary) with 		
		  Proclaimer Tony Hopkins, 	
		  including Communion
	 11:30am Children’s Ministry Event: 	
		  Lunch and Roller Skating
3/14	 7:30am Holy Rollers Take “Driving 	
		  Miss Daisy” Tour of Atlanta
3/15 	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
	 Fellowship: Unstuck (Fellowship Hall) 	
	 with Kyle Matthews 
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