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The congregation will 
gather midweek for 
Wednesdays at First 
activities where we feed 
our bodies as well as our 
souls. Make reservations 
to enjoy supper (https://
firstbaptistgreenville.

com/wednesdays-at-first/) and fellowship 
around the tables in the Fellowship Hall or 
arrive by 6:15pm for MidWeek Fellowship. 
Interim Senior Minister Tony Hopkins will 
lead “The Christmas Story in Art: Luke.” 
Tony shares that we will be exploring the 
text of the infancy narrative in Luke through 
the lens of Christian art. 

We will gather for worship on the Third Sunday of Advent 
with children, ages 3 through grade 12, leading us in 
worship. Our Elementary Children’s Choir, grades 1-5, will 
sing Schram’s “Waiting for the Light” as the introit; then our 
youngest singers, the Preschool Children’s Choir—ages 3-5, 
will sing “Advent Candles” by Glenn and Susan Eernisse as 
the Advent Candles of Hope, Peace and Joy are lit. Vocare, 
our group of singers in grades 6-12, will sing Anna Laura 

Page’s “The Shepherds’ Nowell,” “What Child?” by Ruth Morris Gray and Keith 
and Kristyn Getty’s “Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven.” Interim Senior Minister 
Tony Hopkins will serve as proclaimer with sermon “Lessons from the List” 
based upon Psalm 146:5-10 and Matthew 1:1-16.

If you can’t worship with us in person, join us by radio at 89.3-HD4, 91.9FM or 
92.9FM. Visit our church website, firstbaptistgreenville.com, or our Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/, to view online.

December 5, 2022

WORSHIP
Sunday, December 11, 10:30am 

WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST
Wednesday, December 7, 6:15pm

Wednesday, December 14, 6:15pm
Children’s Choir Christmas Program

Sanctuary

Sunday, December 18, 6:30pm
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 21, 6:15pm
Longest Night Service

Sanctuary

Saturday, December 24, 5:00pm
Christmas Eve Service of Communion

Sanctuary

Devotional booklets for the Advent season 
are available at https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/advent-christmas-2022/ and at the 
Reception Desk. 

FBG’s in-house Advent Devotional Booklet 
begins with the First Sunday of Advent and 
concludes with Christmas Day. During this 
season of preparation, let this booklet help 
you grow closer to God and to your church 
family.

Devotional booklets for Families with 
Children and Youth act as a guide in the 
journey through Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany. 

Devotional Booklets
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As we enter the season of Advent, we focus again on 
the angel’s words to the shepherds as recounted in 
Luke 2:10-11: …but the angel reassured them. “Don’t 
be afraid!” he said. “I bring you the most joyful news 
ever announced, and it is for everyone! The Savior—
yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born tonight in 
Bethlehem!” (The Living Bible).

During childhood, we might have had small glimpses 
of what made Christmas such a special time of the 
year, but our thoughts and desires tended to be more 
self-centered with the emphasis on what we hoped 
to receive. For Susan at age six, it was a bride doll 
complete with wardrobe, and for Roland at age five, 
it was a Radio Flyer red wagon. As we grew older, the 
desire to please the recipient became more important 
than the gift we might be given. Now that we have 
grown even older (for sure) and wiser (hopefully), we 
realize that there is considerable truth in the maxim, 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” As we 
share out of our abundance with those in need—
nearby or half a world away—the greater blessing is 
ours.

Recently I opened a small book from a remote spot 
on my office bookshelf. Inside was a note in my late 

mother’s handwriting that included a poem, “The 
Meaning of Christmas” by Evelyn Liddell, which 
follows:

Christmas, like the Bible, means varied things to 
man

To some, a reawakening of God’s momentous plan
To some, a day of gladness, a special time and 

place
To give a gift, to greet a friend, or wear a smiling 

face
But some there are who seem to me forever set 

apart
Who through the years serenely walk
With Christmas in their heart.

At the bottom of the page, my mom had written, 
“This is one of my very favorite Christmas poems.”

Now, friends, as we share in word and deed God’s 
love to those around us, may we experience the joy 
that was promised by God through the gift of his Son, 
Jesus.

—Roland Freeman
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Senior Moment: The Joy in Christmas
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Friday, January 20-Saturday, January 21, 2023
What could be a better Christmas gift than giving 
your youth a night away with their friends, followed 
by a day filled with winter fun? All youth (6th-12th 
grades) are invited to join us for our annual ski trip! 
Youth have an option to Day & Night ski at Wolf 
Ridge as well as a 2-hour tubing session! We can’t 
wait to hit the slopes again!

Go to https://forms.gle/ZLK2aqrQJSGjJkGaA to 
learn more about our 2023 Youth Family Winter 
Retreat and to register and pay for your youth to 
attend.

—Mary Carol

Registration Is Open for Youth Winter Retreat!

W I N T E R  R E T R E A T
Y O U T H

Jan 20-21

NON -REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT TO HOLD YOUR SPOT 
IS  DUE BY FRIDAY ,  DEC 16

W O L F  R I D G E  S K I  M O U N T A I N

https://forms.gle/ZLK2aqrQJSGjJkGaA


Habitat for Humanity of Greenville County’s 400th 
home is nearing completion, but there are still some 
slots available for volunteers on Saturday, December 
10. Known as the Abraham Build, this project is 
a unique opportunity that focuses on “promoting 
interfaith dialogue” by combining local Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian volunteers on the same build 
site. Collaboration like this strives to bring these faith 
communities together to foster dialogue and a deeper 
understanding of their varying faiths through the joint 
construction of a Habitat home.
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Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build, Only One 
More Service Day Left!

Location: Nicholtown Community 
(parking at 502 Ramsey Dr. 
Greenville)
Experience level: None necessary! 
Ages 15 and up welcomed
First Baptist has been honored 
to partner with these faith 
communities to help build a new 
home for the Huerta family:

Christ Church
Congregation Beth Israel
Earle Street Baptist Church

First Baptist Greenville
Greenville Muslim Community
Temple of Israel
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church
Sign up here to find a date and 
time that works for you: (https://
tinyurl.com/FBGAbrahamBuild)

If you have any questions, please 
reach out to any of the following 
people:

Walt Herbert (waltherbert3@
gmail.com)

Matthew Loomis Rehnborg 
(mrehnborg@gmail.com)

Janet Lathrop (jlathrop@
habitatgreenville.org)

—Walt Herbert and Matthew 
Loomis Rehnborg, Missions and 

Affiliations Committee Habitat 
Build Volunteer Coordinators 

MinisTREE gifts are due back to the church by 
this Sunday, December 11. There are still gifts on 
the online registry at https://www.myregistry.com/
giftlist/2022ministree. Just make sure they will 
be delivered to the church this week. If there is 
something on the online registry that you can find 
in a brick-and-mortar store, you can mark it off the 
online list, buy it and drop it off at the church. There 
are also a few ornaments left on the tree in the 
reception area. If you’re going to be in the building 
this week, don’t forget to check out the tree!

To learn more about the MinisTREE and how it 
works, visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
ministree. Please contact me at jennifer.craig@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or at 233-2527 ext. 121 with any questions. 

—Jennifer

Last Week to Shop for MinisTREE!
GIFTS DUE BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
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LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Night 
Supper

Make reservations by noon on Monday 
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

wednesdays-at-first/

December 7
Adult: Lasagna w/Meat Sauce, 

Buttered Parmesan Seasoned Pasta, 
Italian Green Beans, Italian Bread, 

Salad, Dessert
December 14

Adult: Chicken Divan w/Rice, Grilled 
Veggies, Salad, Roll, Dessert

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
12/7 	 4:00-7:00pm Youth on the Town  
		  (Bertolo’s Pizza and Hyatt Regency 	
		  Festival of Trees)
	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship—The Christmas Story 	
		  in Art: Luke (Fellowship Hall) with 	
		  Tony Hopkins
12/9	 7:00pm Greenville Gay Men’s 	
		  Chorus Holiday Concert: Heigh  
		  Ho! A Holiday Extravaganza 	
		  (Sanctuary)
12/10	10:00am-2:00pm Grief Support 	
		  Retreat (Parlor)
	 4:00-6:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 	
		  Community Group Christmas 	
		  Party (Fellowship Hall)
12/11	9:00-10:15am Youth Christmas 	
		  Fellowship Breakfast (AYMC 	
		  Terrace Level)
	 9:30am Advent Sunday 	
		  School Series: Magnificat 	
		  Messages—World Relief 		
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 9:30am The Bridge Exploring 	
		  Advent (AYMC Lobby)

Financial Needs as of 12/3
$2,676,912

Receipts as of 11/29
$2,169,126

Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering

Goal: $100,000
Receipts as of 11/29

$56,138

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
December 5-11

Frank Smith 
864-616-5444 (m)
December 12-18
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 

please call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “2” for 
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time  
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
		  Music and Missions 		
		  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)

Sympathy
…to Johnny Anderson and family in the 
death of his step-mother.
…to Patsy Burrell and family in the 
death of her cousin.
…to Phillip Ray and family in the death 
of his father.
…to the family of Todd Milford.
…to Mary Wylie and family in the death 
of her sister.

12/11	 10:30am Third Sunday of 	
		  Advent Worship Service 		
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
		  Hopkins
	 11:30am The Bridge Community 	
		  Lunch (gather at Come unto Me 	
		  Window)
	 2:00pm Roadrunners to Mill 	
		  Town Players’ Production of The 	
		  Best Christmas Pageant Ever!
	 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
		  Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live 	
		  for Youth: White Elephant Party 	
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
12/13	 8:30am Holy Rollers to Shop at 	
		  Asheville Outlet Mall
12/14	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship (Sanctuary) with 	
		  Children’s Choirs Christmas 	
		  Program
12/16	 6:30pm College Christmas Party 	
		  (Home of Ray and Wade Bryant)
12/18	 9:30am Advent Sunday 	
		  School Series: Magnificat 	
		  Messages—Village Engage 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 9:30am The Bridge Exploring 	
		  Advent (AYMC Lobby)
	 10:30am Fourth Sunday of 	
		  Advent Worship Service 		
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
		  Hopkins
	 6:30pm Candlelight Service 	
		  of Lessons and Carols (Sanctuary)
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