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The congregation will 
gather midweek for 
Wednesdays at First 
activities where we feed 
our bodies as well as our 
souls. Make reservations 
to enjoy supper (https://
firstbaptistgreenville.

com/wednesdays-at-first/) and fellowship 
around the tables in the Fellowship Hall or 
arrive by 6:15pm for MidWeek Fellowship. 
Interim Senior Minister Tony Hopkins 
will lead “The Christmas Story in Art: 
Matthew.” Tony shares that we will be 
exploring the text of the infancy narrative in 
Matthew through the lens of Christian art. 

Handel’s Messiah is one of the most beloved sacred pieces of 
music for singers and orchestra. Our Sanctuary Choir, along 
with soloists and chamber orchestra, have prepared a portion 
of this musical masterpiece for our Sunday morning worship 
service on December 4. From the moment the opening words 
from Isaiah 40 are sung by tenor soloist, “Comfort Ye My 
People….,” we are drawn into the hope and grace of God 
expressed through music. 

Our soloists are all members of the Sanctuary Choir: 

November 28, 2022

WORSHIP
Sunday, Decmeber 4, 10:30am 

WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST
Wednesday, November 30, 6:15pm

December 4, 9:30am
Advent Sunday School Series—Magnificat Messages

Fellowship Hall

Advent and Christmas Poinsettias 
Orders due Monday, November 28  December 5

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/christmas-poinsettias/

Scott Johnson, Tenor
Craig Price, Baritone
Colleen Allard-Smith, Mezzo-Soprano
Jenna Justice, Soprano

Advent is a time to hear the promises spoken or sung to the community of faith 
once again and then sit with them through the season. It is also a time for that 
community to find its own voice and speak words of comfort and assurance to 
anyone who feels separated or abandoned by God.

It is our hope that the music of this Advent and Christmas season will be a 
blessing to each of us.

—Vivian

If you can’t worship with us in person, join us by radio at 89.3-HD4, 91.9FM or 
92.9FM. Visit our church website, firstbaptistgreenville.com, or our Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/, to view online.

Amy Joye, Soprano
Tim Varner, Countertenor
Laura Woody, Soprano

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/christmas-poinsettias/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/


Fourteen church members (led by Matt Rollins and myself) set 
out on a pilgrimage November 9-12, through Birmingham and 
Montgomery to the Civil Rights Institute, The Legacy Museum, 
and the Rosa Parks Museum, and to join in worship and 
lament with the Alliance of Baptists. We began our pilgrimage 
with this quote from world religions scholar, Huston Smith: 
“The object of pilgrimage is not rest and recreation—to get 
away from it all. To set out on a pilgrimage is to throw down 
a challenge to everyday life,” and throw down a challenge, it 
did. We were moved and angered, reminded and educated on 
the ways in which racism has sculpted not only America but 
the Christian experience in America. From slavery to convict 
leasing to lynchings to Jim Crow to mass incarceration, white 
Christians have often had more presence on the side of 
injustice and inequity than on the side of God’s good justice 
and equity. As I pilgrimaged and prayed through those days, 
the words of Psalm 98 were ringing in my head: “Sing to the 
LORD a new song… He is coming to rule the earth; He will 
rule the world justly and its peoples with equity.” If you’d like 
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The 
decorations 
are provided 
by the 
donations 
of church 
members. 
Church 
members 
may purchase 
poinsettias 

to help provide all of our 
decorations. The poinsettias 
may be given in memory of a 
deceased loved one or in honor 
of a living person. A list of all 
memorials and honor gifts will be 
published in upcoming editions 
of the newsletter. Poinsettias 
not claimed will remain in the 
Sanctuary through Epiphany 
Sunday on January 8. Then they 

will be shared with recipients of 
Meals on Wheels. 

We have an online option for 
giving again this year. If you 
are interested in providing 
a poinsettia, visit https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
christmas-poinsettias/ and 
follow the instructions to submit 
your dedications. You may even 
pay online! If you would prefer, 
you may still mail the following 
information and your payment 
(checks payable to First Baptist 
Church) to me at church or drop 
it off at the Reception Desk. 
Orders and checks ($30 each) 
should be received by Monday, 
December 5.

Advent and Christmas Poinsettias—Deadline Extended
Name: ________________________

 ______________________________

Phone: _______________________

E-mail: _______________________ 

Number of Poinsettias ($30 each): 
______________________________

Dedication (In honor or in memory 
of): ___________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Mail to:
Kimberly Coates
c/o First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC, 29601

to join this church in singing a new song 
of justice, please be in touch with Matt or 
myself to find out how to partner in this 
work, and be on the lookout for our next 
pilgrimage! We are all on a journey, heading 
toward God’s perfect love—may we each 
find our way to bring about a little more 
justice on the path we trod!

—Kendra

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/christmas-poinsettias/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/christmas-poinsettias/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/christmas-poinsettias/


Habitat for Humanity of Greenville County’s 400th 
home is nearing completion, but there are still some 
slots available for volunteers on Saturday, December 
10. Known as the Abraham Build, this project is 
a unique opportunity that focuses on “promoting 
interfaith dialogue” by combining local Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian volunteers on the same build 
site. Collaboration like this strives to bring these faith 
communities together to foster dialogue and a deeper 
understanding of their varying faiths through the joint 
construction of a Habitat home.
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Habitat for Humanity Abraham Build, Only One 
More Service Day Left!

Location: Nicholtown Community 
(parking at 502 Ramsey Dr. 
Greenville)
Experience level: None necessary! 
Ages 15 and up welcomed
First Baptist has been honored 
to partner with these faith 
communities to help build a new 
home for the Huerta family:

Christ Church
Congregation Beth Israel
Earle Street Baptist Church

First Baptist Greenville
Greenville Muslim Community
Temple of Israel
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church
Sign up here to find a date and 
time that works for you: (https://
tinyurl.com/FBGAbrahamBuild)

If you have any questions, please 
reach out to any of the following 
people:

Walt Herbert (waltherbert3@
gmail.com)

Matthew Loomis Rehnborg 
(mrehnborg@gmail.com)

Janet Lathrop (jlathrop@
habitatgreenville.org)

—Walt Herbert and Matthew 
Loomis Rehnborg, Missions and 

Affiliations Committee Habitat 
Build Volunteer Coordinators 
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Please remember these members of our congregation celebrating December birthdays who are not always 
able to be with us in worship:

Happy Birthday!

December 13
Brooks Stuart

December 25
Peggy Stone

December 30
Mary Wylie

FBG’s in-house Advent Devotional Booklet is available at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/advent-christmas-2022/ and at the 
Reception Desk. The devotions begin with the First Sunday of Advent 
and conclude with Christmas Day. During this season of preparation, 
let this booklet help you to grow closer to God and to your church 
family.

Devotional booklets to guide Families with 
Children and Youth in the journey through 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany are 
available at the front desk.

Devotional Booklets

https://tinyurl.com/FBGAbrahamBuild
https://tinyurl.com/FBGAbrahamBuild
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LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Night 
Supper

Make reservations by noon on Monday 
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

wednesdays-at-first/

November 30
Adult: Stuffed Pork Loin w/Spinach, 
Feta and Mushroom; Sweet Potato 
Souffle; Green Beans; Salad; Roll; 

Dessert
Child: Pizza Bread, Fruit, Dessert

December 7
Adult: Lasagna w/Meat Sauce, 

Buttered Parmesan Seasoned Pasta, 
Italian Green Beans, Italian Bread, 

Salad, Dessert

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
11/30	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship—The Christmas Story 	
		  in Art: Matthew (Fellowship Hall) 	
		  with Tony Hopkins
12/2	 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and 	
		  More (Fellowship Hall)
12/4	 9:30am Advent Sunday 	
		  School Series: Magnificat 	
		  Messages—Greenville Homeless 	
		  Alliance (Fellowship Hall)
	 9:30am The Bridge Exploring 	
		  Advent (AYMC Lobby)
	 10:30am Second Sunday 
 		  of Advent Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary)—Handel’s Messiah—	
		  Sanctuary Choir with Chamber 	
		  Orchestra 
	 3:00-4:30pm Children’s Ministry 	
		  Event: Caroling (grades 1-5)
	 3:00-4:30pm Preschool Event: 	
		  Christmas Party (age 3-K5 with 	
		  parent)
	 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
		  Room) Vocare is our youth choral 	
		  ensemble for 6th-12th grade students.

Financial Needs as of 11/26
$2,621,143

Receipts as of 11/22
$2,134,826

Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering

Goal: $100,000
Receipts as of 11/22

$55,258

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
November 21-27
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)
December 5-11

Frank Smith 
864-616-5444 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 

please call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, and leave a message 
by pressing the number “2” for 
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time  
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
		  Music and Missions 		
		  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)

Sympathy
…to Sarah Laurence and family in the 
death of her grandfather.

12/4	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live 	
		  for Youth: White Elephant Party 	
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
12/7 	 4:00-7:00pm Youth on the Town  
		  (Bertolo’s Pizza and Hyatt Regency 	
		  Festival of Trees)
	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship—The Christmas Story 	
		  in Art: Luke (Fellowship Hall) with 	
		  Tony Hopkins
12/9	 7:00pm Greenville Gay Men’s 	
		  Chorus Holiday Concert: Heigh  
		  Ho! A Holiday Extravaganza 	
		  (Sanctuary)
12/10	10:00am-2:00pm Grief Support 	
		  Retreat (Parlor)
	 4:00-6:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 	
		  Community Group Christmas 	
		  Party (Fellowship Hall)
12/11	9:00-10:15am Youth Christmas 	
		  Fellowship Breakfast (AYMC 	
		  Terrace Level)
	 9:30am Advent Sunday 	
		  School Series: Magnificat 	
		  Messages—World Relief 		
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 9:30am The Bridge Exploring 	
		  Advent (AYMC Lobby)
	 10:30am Third Sunday of 	
		  Advent Worship Service 		
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Tony 	
		  Hopkins
	 11:30am The Bridge Community 	
		  Lunch (gather at Come unto Me 	
		  Window)
	 2:00pm Roadrunners to Mill 	
		  Town Players’ Production of The 	
		  Best Christmas Pageant Ever!
	 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
		  Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live 	
		  for Youth: White Elephant Party 	
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/

