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The Transition Committee is delighted to announce 
that Dr. Tony Hopkins has entered into covenant 
with First Baptist Greenville to be our Interim Senior 
Minister. Dr. Hopkins will begin his ministry with us on 
Sunday, November 6.   

Dr. Hopkins was the Pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Greenwood, SC, from 2002-2022. Prior to that, he 
was the Pastor of First Baptist Church, Edgefield, 
SC, for ten years.  He is a native of Knoxville, TN. He 
received his BA from Furman University, his Master of 
Divinity from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, KY, and his Doctor of Philosophy in New 
Testament Studies from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He has held leadership positions in the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, most recently 
serving as Chair of the CBF South Carolina Missions 
Committee.

Tony and his wife, Carol, have 2 children and 3 
grandchildren. Their daughter, Michelle Moore, lives 
in Charleston, SC, where she is a speech therapist. 
Their son, Caleb, is Professor of Music at Bucknell 
University, Lewisburg, PA. Caleb was an intern with 

our Sanctuary 
Choir while a 
Furman student.

We will have 
a Welcome 
Reception for 
Tony and Carol on 
Sunday, November 
6, from 8:30-
10:00am in the 
Church Parlor.

Please join us 
as we continue 
to pray for Dr. 
Hopkins and the journey ahead as well as for our 
Search Committee.

—Transition Committee
Freda Lark and Beverly Lambert, Co-Chairs 
Bob Cloaninger, Beatriz Dennis, Ann Golden  

and Duke McCall

Welcome Dr. Tony Hopkins, Interim Senior Minister

October 17, 2022

WORSHIP
Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 

Church Picnic
October 23, 4:00pm

Property of Mary Lou and Pat Hartness (300 Smith Road)
Register: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-picnic/

Many thanks to Wesley Smith  
for capturing these images from Jim’s last Sunday and reception. 

Browse and download any images you would like to keep!
https://tinyurl.com/JimDant

Join us in the Fellowship Hall 
for worship (lighting upgrades 
in Sanctuary) as Kendra Plating 
serves as our proclaimer. Her 
sermon title is “A Heart of Flesh” 
based upon Joel 2:23-32. The 
Elementary Children’s Choirs will 
be the service choir.

The flowers in the Fellowship 
Hall are placed in honor and 
celebration of the 85th birthdays 
of Dr. and Mrs. James Thomas 
Atkinson Sr. by their children. 

If you can’t worship with us 
in person, join us by radio at 
89.3-HD4, 91.9FM or 92.9FM. 
Visit our church website, 
firstbaptistgreenville.com, or our 
Facebook page, https://www.
facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/, to 
view online.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-picnic/
https://tinyurl.com/JimDant
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
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One of the organizations 
supported by our church’s Lula 
Whilden World Missions Offering 
is the Alliance of Baptists (AOB). 
Founded in 1987, AOB describes 
itself as a justice movement and 
community of faith composed 
of individual members and 
congregations who are “knit 
together by love for one another 
and God.” 

Our FBG congregation has 
interacted with AOB in a number 
of ways over the years. A few 
weeks from now, several church 
members will participate in a racial 
justice pilgrimage to Alabama. In 
Montgomery, in an AOB workshop 
titled “Excavating Our Roots,” they 
will explore the overlap between 
Baptist history and our nation’s 
history of slavery, segregation and 
racism. 

We also interact with the Alliance 
through its missions emphasis, 
which takes place through 
partnerships with and financial 
grants to congregations and 
organizations around the world. 

One of these AOB partner 
organizations is the Fraternity of 
Cuban Baptist Churches (FIBAC). 
Through FIBAC, our church 
became partners with a Baptist 
church in Guanajay, Cuba, in 
2006—the Iglesia Bautista del 
Camino (Baptist Church of the 
Way), pastored by Javier Pérez. 
We have been fortunate to have 
exchanged a dozen visits with 
our sister church over the years, 
the most recent being in 2019. 
Unfortunately, the pandemic and 
the current travel regulations of 
our two countries have prevented 
visits since then. The enforced 
separation heightens our concern 
for our sister church, and we feel 
this concern even more knowing 
that Hurricane Ian has had a 
devastating impact there, leading 
to widespread loss of power and 
water as well as great physical 
damage.

How can we support our sister 
church when physical presence is 
impossible? We can stay in touch 
via email and social media, we can 

look for ways to physically deliver 
financial resources through an 
AOB representative (our church 
staff is exploring this now), and, of 
course, we can offer our prayers 
for Javier, for all the members of 
the Baptist Church of the Way, 
and for the work they do and the 
needs they meet in Guanajay, even 
in these difficult times. Please pray 
for them, especially this week, and 
please consider making a gift to 
the Lula Whilden offering for the 
work it supports over time through 
the Alliance of Baptists.

—Susan D’Amato, Missions & 
Affiliations Committee
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Lula Whilden Offering: The Alliance of Baptists
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Be kind and loving to each other, and forgive each other just as God 
forgave you in Christ.—Ephesians 4:32Senior Moment

For years, I thought that to forgive you must forget. 
How could I forgive someone’s slights to me if I 
didn’t forget what they had done? That seemed 
impossible, for I would continue to go over the 
scenario of wrongdoing. I wasted so much time on 
instant replay focusing on the past “wrongdoing.” 
One day I realized that forgiving is an intentional act. 
You won’t forget what in your eyes was the misdeed, 
but you choose to forgive the person anyway. That 
is forgiving like God forgives us. Being all knowing, 
God is all remembering. God surely never forgets 
our evil doings or our selfish omissions but chooses 

to wipe the slate clean each day if we only ask for 
forgiveness. God intentionally chooses to set us free, 
and in reality, forgiving sets us both free – free to 
love in spite of what we have experienced. I realized 
that forgiving when you don’t forget is to forgive like 
Jesus.

Thought for the day:

Corrie Ten Boom: “Forgiveness is to set a prisoner 
free, and to realize that the prisoner was you!”

—Nancy Brown



All across the country, from the 
hills of Virginia to the skyscrapers 
of Chicago and the Californian 
coast, college students who grew 
up in this church are currently 
undergoing that most daunting of 
hazing rituals: midterms. Having 
survived a few dozen of those 
ourselves, we know how much a 
kind note or phone call can make 
a difference, but we also know that 
a box bursting with baked goods, 
snacks and treats goes even 
further! 

In anticipation of not just midterms 
but finals coming up in November 
and December, we are collecting 
donations for college care 
packages. This is a great way 
for our entire congregation to 
continue supporting the undergrad 
and grad students who have 
called First Baptist Greenville their 
church home. So that we have 
plenty of time to assemble, pack 
and ship these care packages, 
please start turning in donations 
now! There are collection bins 
in the Front Office and the 
deadline for donations is Sunday, 
November 13. Please consider 

donating the following individually-
wrapped items:
• pens/pencils
• erasers
• easy mac & cheese
• small cans of Pringles
• ramen noodles
• chewy granola bars
• fruit snacks
• snack-size trail mix and 

Goldfish crackers
• individual bags of cookies or 

crackers
• microwave popcorn
• “Rice Krispy” treats
• spare Halloween candy (no 

chocolate please!) 

**We will collect homemade 
baked goods to add to the 
packages on November 27**

Also—if you have a current 
college or grad student in your 
family, please encourage them 
to fill out the college contact 
update form here: https://forms.
gle/68RGK5foDzqpKdBP6 If we 
do not have their current school 

email and address, unfortunately 
we cannot send them a care 
package. After filling in their 
current address, they will also 
have the opportunity to express 
interest in a College Student 
Winter Retreat in January, so this 
is a form your favorite college 
student(s) won’t want to miss! 

Remember to do your part in 
staving off the end-of-semester 
blues… You never know what a 
snickerdoodle or cup-o-noodles 
can do for a college student you 
love!

—Mary Carol & Franklin 
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Church Picnic 2022—Register Now!

College Care Packages—Donate Now!

The FBG annual church picnic is soon! Get ready for 
your favorite fall picnic traditions: BBQ from Henry’s, 
banana pudding, inflatables, games, hayrides and 
live music from Hot as a Pepper! Our annual picnic 
returns to the Hartness Property (300 Smith Road) 
4-7pm on Sunday, October 23. The picnic is always 
a fantastic time and a fabulous way to spend an 
afternoon visiting with old and new church friends. 

Buy your tickets now! Sign-ups are due by 
Wednesday, October 19. Tickets are $12 per adult 

and $5 per child, with a $50 family maximum. 
Tickets for visitors are always complementary, and 
visitors are enthusiastically welcome! Tickets can 
be purchased through the church website, https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-picnic/, or by cash/
check delivered to the front desk. Tickets purchased 
in advance will ensure we have enough BBQ for 
everyone. Mark your calendars for October 23 and 
get your names on the list before the October 19 
deadline!

—Camille

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-picnic/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/church-picnic/
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Wednesday Supper
Make reservations by noon on Monday 

at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/

October 19
Adult: Beef Tips and Mushrooms, 
Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, 

Salad, Roll, Dessert
Child: Pigs in a Blanket, French Fries

October 26
Adult: Maple Salmon, Rice Pilaf, 

Asparagus Spears, Salad, Roll, Dessert
Child: Chicken Fingers, Tater Tots, Fruit, 

Dessert

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
10/18 6:00pm The Bridge Tuesday Trivia  
  (Group Therapy Pub & Playground,  
   Camperdown Plaza)
10/19 8:30am Roadrunners to Highlands,  
  NC
 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:15pm MidWeek   
  Fellowship: The Next Chapter:  
  Engaging the Acts of the   
  Apostles (and Our Church)—The  
  Gift of Change (Acts 9-15) with  
  Camille Loomis Rehnborg  
  (Fellowship Hall)
10/23 9:30am Forum@First: Intro  
  to Hebrew Scriptures, Part II with  
  Kendra Plating and Grayson Hiatt  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Worship Service  
   (Fellowship Hall) with Proclaimer  
  Kendra Plating
 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 4:00pm Church Picnic (Hartness  
  Property, 300 Smith Road)

Financial Needs as of 10/15
$2,286,529

Receipts as of 9/30
$1,680,794

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
October 17-23
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)
October 24-30

Matt Rollins 
864-346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “2” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Congratulations
…to Cathleen and Chris Taylor on the 
birth of a son, Thomas Craig Taylor, 
on September 16, 2022. Thomas’ 
grandparents in our church are Bert 
and Mittie Taylor and Cindy Craig and 
Michael Craig, and his proud aunt is 
Jennifer Craig.
…to Megan and Jon Montcalm on 
the birth of a daughter, Emily Rowena 
Montcalm, on September 16, 2022. 
Emily’s grandparents in our church are 
Carolyn and Ken Craft.

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open  
  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
  Music and Missions   
  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)

Volunteers Needed
Our Special Needs ministry needs 
one-on-one buddies/shadows during 
Sunday School and worship. Any 
time—from 30 minutes to 2 hours—on 
Sunday mornings is appreciated! Please 
contact Sarah Ramsey-Smith at 864-
918-0596 or sarah.ramsey-smith@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

10/26 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:15pm MidWeek   
 Fellowship: The Next Chapter:  
  Engaging the Acts of the   
  Apostles (and Our Church)— 
  Engaging God Outside These  
  Walls (Acts 16-28) with Matt  
  Rollins (Fellowship Hall)
10/30  9:30am Forum@First: Intro  
  to Hebrew Scriptures, Part II with  
  Kendra Plating and Grayson Hiatt  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am All Saints Sunday  
  Worship Service (Sanctuary) with  
  Proclaimer Kyle Matthews,  
  including Communion
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
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