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I’ve never been a huge fan of 
graphic t-shirts, promotional mugs, 
or bumper stickers. I don’t disdain 
these items; I’ve just never been 
a huge fan of them. I do, however, 
enjoy some of the quips and quotes 
these marketing palettes carry. 
During a recent stroll through our 
downtown’s Saturday Farmers’ 
Market, I read the following on a 
t-shirt, “Maybe the hokey-pokey is 
what it’s all about.” I smiled.

Times of transition often cause 
us to shift our posture. When new 
servant-leaders arrive, we tend to 
step closer to the life of the church. 
The face is new, the message is 
new, the direction is new, and 
enthusiasm is generally high. When 
servant-leaders depart, many tend 
to step back. There is a hesitancy 
to fully vest oneself in the life of the 
church until new leadership and 
direction are identified. Pondering 
this dynamic, I’ve decided the 
hokey-pokey truly is what it’s 
all about. The final verse of this 
childhood dance-tune encourages 
the listener to “Put your whole self 
in.” This is the posture and position 
I hope every church member 
embraces.

October 3, 2022

WORSHIP
Sunday, October 9

10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 

Facebook and Radio
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: One Grateful Samaritan
Scripture: Luke 17:11-19

Service Choirs: Sanctuary Choir and 
Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in loving memory of David McMaster by 
his wife, Barbara, and his son, Mark, in 
appreciation for the Christian home he 

created for his family.

The flowers in the Narthex are given to 
the glory of God and in honor of Jim 
Dant with thanksgiving for his gifts of 

ministry and leadership shared with this 
congregation.

If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128. The next open date is  
October 23.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

AYMC Walking Track and  
Fitness Room Hours

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday,  
6:00am-2:00pm

Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Rather than hesitate and withhold, I 
want to encourage you to put your 
whole self into the church in the 
coming months. Allow me to be 
direct… practical… straightforward. 
Make plans to attend every worship 
service. Of course, there will be 
vacations, sickness and other 
interruptions, but don’t just sleep in. 
Be here. Find a job in the church. 
Give of your time as a teacher, 
choir member, greeter, committee 
member, pastoral care visitor, or 
chaperone. Talk to a minister about 
where your gifts and your time might 
fit the work of the church best. 
Finally, whatever you currently give 
to the church financially, increase 
it. If you make regular gifts online, 
go online and increase your regular 
donation amount. If you write a 
check or give cash each week, 
increase the amount even if only 
by a dollar. Don’t let the interim 
be a time of simply waiting and 
wondering and wandering and 
hoping. Put your whole self in. Make 
this a vibrant chapter of abundance, 
progress and growth. Nothing will 
energize the staff, committees, or 
even yourself more than over-giving 
a budget, filling the sanctuary, and 
fulfilling the ongoing mission of the 
church. God is pouring God’s Spirit 
into this place. Be like God… put 
your whole self in. That’s what it’s all 
about.

—Jim

Wednesdays at First Activities
It is a good time to reconnect with your church family as choirs, missions and Bible 

studies resume. Make your supper reservations now! 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
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Deacon Nominating Committee Announcement

Forum@First courses are open to all community 
members of any church affiliation or faith tradition. 
Courses meet in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30-
10:15am on Sundays for 6 weeks at a time. The 
Forum program is an additional theological education 
option at FBG intended to grow community 
relationships and dive deeper into theological content 
you might find in a seminary curriculum. 
We continue our fall courses with Intro to the Hebrew 
Scriptures, Part II. This course will be co-taught 
by Kendra Plating, Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Counseling, and Grayson Hiatt. The dates for this 
course are October 16-November 20. Kendra and 
Grayson’s course will be available to watch live and 
archived on the FBG website for later viewing. No 
special link or access password needed!
(Email camille.loomis@firstbaptistgreenville.com for 
access to video archives of Part I.)

Here’s a note from Grayson and Kendra:
Exile...the time in Jewish history when the majority 
of Israelites were removed from their lands and held 
in captivity in Babylon, then scattered across the 
globe. This terrible time of suffering for the Jewish 
people can also be viewed as one of the most 
important periods for religious revival and scriptural 
interpretation and revision. This time period results 
in the Hebrew Bible as we have it today. Join us 
each Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:30am from October 16 through November 20 as 
we take you through the second half of the Hebrew 
Bible—the Prophets and the Writings. We’ll explore 
together the ways in which the Jewish people made 
sense of such suffering and God’s role in it.

Join us on October 16 for the first class of Intro to the 
Hebrew Scriptures, Part II! 

—Camille

The Deacon Nominating 
Committee invites all church 
members to submit names of 
servant leaders for consideration 
to serve on the Diaconate. This 
group of sixteen individuals will 
begin their three-year term on 
January 1, 2023. The Deacon 
Nominating Committee has agreed 
to consider all nominees based on 
the Scripture references found in 
the Rules of Church Order: John 
13:1-15 and Romans 12:1-18.

The committee has agreed on the 
following additional criteria:
• Members with active church 
participation, dedication, service, 

and financial support are eligible.
• The committee will work 
to balance the new slate of 
deacons to represent the 
diversity of the congregation.

• Deacon Nominating Committee 
members and their spouses are 
not eligible.

• Staff members (full-time or part-
time) and their spouses are not 
eligible.

Please submit nominations to 
Jenna Manning by Friday, October 
7, 2022. Nominations should 
include a brief statement of each 
nominee’s qualifications and your 
contact information. Nominations 

can be made by written letter 
or by email to jenna.manning@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

Members of the Deacon 
Nominating Committee are:

Elaine Barnhill, chair-elect
Trevor Barton
Lee Counts
Glenda Ehrmann
Emily Fayssoux
Bob Howard
John Jones, chair
Jason Richards
Sharon Russo

New Forum@First Course Begins October 16
WITH KENDRA PLATING AND GRAYSON HIATT
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Correction for Senior Adult Lunch and More:  
The book to be reviewed is Fanny Crosby Still Lives 
by Darlene Neptune. Jonathan Brown will present. 

The Intercessory Prayer Group is no longer 
meeting. Please make praying for leadership 

changes at FBCG a priority in your personal prayers. 

mailto:camille.loomis@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:jenna.manning@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:jenna.manning@firstbaptistgreenville.com


The Bridge, the community group for college and young adults, has resumed gathering. 
Their first gathering was yesterday morning in the AYMC Lobby. Please join us next time! 
Here are some upcoming dates to put on your calendar.                                     —Franklin

In October, we emphasize giving to global missions through our church’s Lula Whilden World Missions 
Offering. Two of the organizations supported by this offering are the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) 
and CBF of South Carolina. You’ll be hearing more about their work in upcoming issues of the newsletter, but 
in the meantime, we invite you to view an excellent 5-minute video about CBF’s missions philosophy titled 
“Because Presence Matters” which can be found at https://vimeo.com/593047733

—Susan D’Amato, Missions & Affiliations Committee
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Lula Whilden World Missions Offering Emphasis

The Bridge Resumes Gathering

October 9
Spiritual Formation
9:30-10:15am
We hope you have been 
participating in Forum@
First, our intergenerational 
spiritual formation series! 
When the Forum is not 
meeting, bring your own 
breakfast and join us in 
the Lobby of the AYMC 
to discuss scripture and 
current events. 

October 16
Community Lunch
12:00noon
Following Sunday Worship, 
meet us at the Come unto Me 
Window in the Sanctuary, and 
then we will carpool to a nearby 
restaurant on Augusta Road. 
Get to know the members of our 
committee who help support The 
Bridge plus other college-age 
and young adults!

October 18
Tuesday Trivia
6:00-8:00pm
Group Therapy
Pub & Playground, Camperdown Plaza
This is our big kickoff for the year. So, 
whatever you know or nerd out on...we need 
you on our team!! First round of apps on us!

Note: starting at 7:00pm, the venue 
becomes 21+ so college students will need 
to come beforehand and then stick around!

Fall is in the air, and that means cool mornings and 
making plans for our annual Trunk or Treat with our 
neighbors in the Nicholtown community. As in the 
past couple of years, we will not have our traditional 
Trunk or Treat, but you can still participate in our 
October churchwide mission project. Drop off 
Halloween candy in collection containers located 

throughout the church on Sundays and during church 
office hours. Thanks for your help in providing a new 
kind of Trunk or Treat experience for our partnership 
children this Halloween.

—Brian Cromer, Intern with Neighborhood 
Partnership and Senior Adults

Focus on Missions: Halloween Candy

https://vimeo.com/593047733
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 9/29LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Make reservations by noon on Monday 
at https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/

October 5
Adult: Pork Piccata, Lemon Caper 

Sauce, Angel Hair Pasta, Asparagus 
Spears, Salad, Roll, Dessert

Child: Buttered Spaghetti Noodles, 
Cheesy Bread

October 12
Adult: Chicken a l’Orange, Brown Rice, 

Stir-fry Veggies, Salad, Bread and 
Dessert

Child: Pizza Bread

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
10/5 Wednesdays at First Activities
  6:15pm MidWeek   
  Fellowship: The Next Chapter:  
  Engaging the Acts of the   
  Apostles (and Our Church)— 
  Sensibility, Availability and  
  Commitment (Acts 6-7) with Jim  
  Dant (Fellowship Hall)
10/7 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and 
  More
10/9 9:30am The Bridge (AYMC Lobby)
 10:30am Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim  
  Dant, Greenville Gay Men’s  
  Chorus and Sanctuary Choir
 11:30am-3:30pm Children’s  
  Ministry Event: Denver Downs
 3:00-5:00pm Reception for Jim  
  Dant (Fellowship Hall)
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
10/11 8:30am Holy Rollers Sightseeing  
  and Shopping in Helen, GA
10/12 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:15pm MidWeek   
  Fellowship: The Next Chapter  
  (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 10/1
$2,174,991

Receipts as of 9/27
$1,663,891

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
October 3-9

Camille Loomis Rehnborg
703-501-6425 (m)

October 10-16
Frank Smith 

864-616-5444 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “2” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
Brad Easterling

Rehab
Cathy Ballard, Claudia Caldwell, 
Mary Louise Green, Alan Hill, Freddie 
Jameson, Tom Maddox, Nina Martin, 
Gwen Smith

Discharged
Anne Cargill

Sympathy
…to Ryland Brown and family in the 
death of his sister.
…to Pam Kenney-McIntyre and family in 
the death of her step-father.

Congratulations
…to Carmen and Max Gravlee on the 
birth of a son, Stevenson Grey Gravlee, 
born September 21, 2022. Grey’s 
older brothers are Wells and Jack. His 
grandparents in our church are Jan and 
Mike Houston.

Introducing
Howard Streifford, 421 Duncan Chapel 
Road, Apt. 313, Greenville 29617, joined 

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open  
  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
  Music and Missions   
  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-6:55pm MidWeek Fellowship 
  (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)

Join Bell Tower Ringers!
If you can read music, we’d love to have 
you join us. Rehearsals are on Sundays 
from 6:00-7:00pm in the Handbell room 
(across the Rotunda from the Parlor). If 
interested, please email the conductor, 
Julie Treu (jhtreu@gmail.com).

Volunteers Needed
Our Special Needs ministry needs 
one-on-one buddies/shadows during 
Sunday School and worship. Any 
time—from 30 minutes to 2 hours—on 
Sunday mornings is appreciated! Please 
contact Sarah Ramsey-Smith at 864-
918-0596 or sarah.ramsey-smith@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

FBG on September 14. Howard is a 
member of the Carson Class.

Dean Bishop and Autumn 
Maddonna, 208 Dante Lane, 
Simpsonville 29681, joined 
FBG during worship on 

September 18. Dean is employed with 
Home Depot, and Autumn is in college.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
mailto:jhtreu@gmail.com
mailto:Sarah.Ramsey-smith@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:Sarah.Ramsey-smith@firstbaptistgreenville.com

