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Purchase stock in bubble wrap. 
Why? I am in the process of driving 
the market price up. Bubble Wrap 
is the official name of a product 
marketed by the Sealed Air 
Company. The first sheet of bubble 
wrap was produced by gluing two 
shower curtains together and was 
originally marketed as wallpaper. 
(Really? Our grandchildren would 
have popped every bubble on 
the wall. I would have popped 
every bubble on the wall!) Later, 
the product was marketed as a 
protective shipping item, IBM 
embraced the idea (bubble 
wrapping computers for shipping) 
and the rest is history. As I pack for 
my upcoming move, I am driving 
the market price up on Sealed Air 
Company’s Bubble Wrap.

I’m amazed at how fragile my life is. 
I could almost mark every packed 
box—FRAGILE. There are the 
obvious boxes of serving dishes, 
wine glasses and framed family 
photos. In addition, there are boxes 
of musical instruments, pottery, 
art and various delicate trinkets. 
I’m trying my best to ensure that 
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WORSHIP
Sunday, October 2

10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 

Facebook and Radio
World Communion Sunday

Proclaimer: Jim Dant
Sermon: Praying for a New Future

Scripture: Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14
Service Choirs: Sanctuary Choir and 

Vocare
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given in 
loving memory of Benje Willingham by 

his family. 
If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128. The next open date is  
October 23.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

AYMC Walking Track and  
Fitness Room Hours

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday,  
6:00am-2:00pm

Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

nothing is broken on the 2600-mile 
journey. I’m also settling into the 
notion that everything will not last. 
Nothing can be completely held 
onto. Things get broken. Things get 
lost.

Bubble wrap is a large part of my 
packing process, but it has never 
been part of my ministry. Live long 
enough and you learn there’s no 
protective layer that shields us 
from the harshness of the human 
experience. We are fragile. We 
live with fragile bodies, housing 
sometimes fragile spirits, in multiple 
fragile environments. Brokenness 
is an inevitable part of life. 
Fortunately, we are often privileged 
to experience the miracles of 
mending, healing and reparation. 
It is not uncommon, however, to 
carry scars—seen and unseen. In 
the worst of situations, we suffer 
seemingly irreparable fragmentation 
and loss. The church—at her 
best—walks alongside this fragility 
and brokenness. Regardless of the 
outcome, we continue to speak 
words of faith, hope and love into 
every situation. We continue to hold 
forth a trust that, in time, all things 
will be made new by the power of 
God. As I pack my boxes, I realize 
I’ve provided no bubble wrap for 
your lives…but I do hope the words 
of hope have been enough.

—Jim

Wednesdays at First Activities
It is a good time to reconnect with your church family as choirs, missions and Bible 

studies resume. Make your supper reservations now! 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/

mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
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Happy Birthday!

In recent months, 
Matt Rollins has been 
reacquainting us with 
our church’s mission 
statement, part of 
which affirms that 
we will “share the 
Good News through 
worship, education, 
ministries, and 
missions.” Seeing 
this in our mission 
statement reminds us 
to keep attending to 
the work of the church 
outside its four walls, 
as well as within.  
There are many 
ways in which we 
are doing this, from 

the local level to the global. In October, we will focus 
attention on world missions. The Lula Whilden World 
Missions offering at FBG supports the work of three 
missions-focused partner organizations: Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship (CBF), CBF of South Carolina, 
and the Alliance of Baptists. Each week in October, 
the Missions & Affiliation Committee will invite you 
to learn about, pray for, and consider making a 
financial gift to support these organizations’ ongoing 
work with communities in our state, region, nation, 
hemisphere and world. You can make a gift either 
by checking the appropriate box on the offering 
envelope in the sanctuary pew or by choosing “Lula 

Whilden” from the drop-down menu if you give online 
via Engage First.
Who was Lula Whilden, and why is our world 
missions offering named for her? As the picture from 
our Heritage Hallway states, Lula Whilden, a member 
of our church, was the first single woman to be 
appointed as a missionary (to China!) by the Southern 
Baptist Convention. For more of her story, you’ll want 
to read Louise Stanford’s excellent article at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/who-was-lula-whilden/. As 
you learn more about Lula Whilden and about the 
work FBG supports in her memory, feel free to talk to 
a member of the Missions & Affiliations Committee 
about any questions you might have. We appreciate 
your interest and your prayerful support.
—Susan D’Amato, Missions & Affiliations Committee

Please remember these members 
of our congregation celebrating 
October birthdays who are not 
always able to be with us in 
worship:

October 21
Pat Atkinson
Vernon Springs Senior Living
690 Mt. Vernon Hwy NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

October 30
Mary Frances Tuten
505 Pimlico Road
Greenville, SC 29607

Coming in October: Lula Whilden World Missions 
Emphasis
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https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/who-was-lula-whilden/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/who-was-lula-whilden/


The Senior Adult Ministry is busy preparing opportunities for fun and fellowship. See the list below for 
activities occurring in October.

Just since the school year began, 
we have already had some BIG 
happenings in our Youth Family. 
In August, our new sixth graders 
and high school seniors took 
part in the Merge Retreat, where 
we learned about Youth Family 
traditions, and over September’s 
Labor Day Weekend, we took over 
120 youth, chaperones and church 
leaders to our annual Rockmont 
Fall Retreat. At Rockmont, we 
announced our yearly theme, 
“Belonging,” and began to learn 
what it means to belong together 
and to help everyone belong. In 
between times of personal and 
family group devotions, our youth 
took full advantage of all that 
Rockmont has to offer…lakefront, 
zipline, water slides, climbing walls 
and so much more. 

But, that’s just the beginning! We 
have so many exciting events and 
activities planned for the Fall, and 
we can’t wait to learn, celebrate, 
play and grow with our whole 
Youth Family. 

Here are some highlights of the 
season ahead—you can add them 
to your calendar now!

Thursday Afternoons—“MC 
Around Town” informal gatherings 
for youth at local coffee and ice 
cream shops

Sunday, October 2—Trip to Denver 
Downs for Middle and High 
School; Haunted House for HS 
students

Sunday, October 30—All Youth 
Halloween Bash @ the AYMC

Sunday, November 13—Baked 
Potato Bar Fundraiser for next 
summer’s international mission trip

Can’t wait to see you soon!

—Mary Carol & Franklin 
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Looking Forward to Fall Activities 

Senior Adult Activities for October

Senior Adult Lunch and More on the first 
Friday of October

Join your friends on Friday, October 7, 
at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall for 
games or in the Media Center for a book 
review. Rob Pyett will review The Nickel 
Boys by Colson Whitehead. The main 
program will feature a representative from 
the Appalachian Council of Governments 
(ACOG) who will explain Medicare options 
and describe the many programs that the 
ACOG has available to help seniors make 
good decisions. We need numbers to be 
sure there is enough delicious lunch for 
all. Make reservations at https://forms.gle/
vjDYR7YGRCPrWVe76 or contact me by 
Tuesday, October 3.

Holy Rollers Trip to Helen, Georgia

On Tuesday, October 11, depart FBG at 8:30am to head to 
Helen, a town in northeast Georgia known for its Bavarian 
styled buildings, where the group will sightsee and shop. Make 
reservations at https://forms.gle/SpN7cWahznhTX82z9 or 
contact me at Jennifer.Craig@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

Roadrunners Trip to Highlands, NC

On Wednesday, October 19, depart FBG at 8:30am to shop 
and eat lunch in Highlands, NC. Sign up at https://forms.gle/
FyxMgQPYaYNzN63c6 or contact Eve Burroughs.

Eve’s contact information is Eveburroughs3521@outlook.com 
or (864) 430-1772. Don’t miss out on these opportunities!

—Jennifer

https://forms.gle/vjDYR7YGRCPrWVe76
https://forms.gle/vjDYR7YGRCPrWVe76
https://forms.gle/SpN7cWahznhTX82z9
mailto:Jennifer.Craig@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://forms.gle/FyxMgQPYaYNzN63c6
https://forms.gle/FyxMgQPYaYNzN63c6
mailto:Eveburroughs3521@outlook.com


847 C
leveland Street,  

G
reenville, South C

arolina 29601-4495 
(864) 233-2527  w

w
w

.firstbaptistgreenville.com

TH
E BRAN

C
H

 (U
SPS N

o. 597060) is published w
eekly January 

thru Decem
ber (except one w

eek in July and Decem
ber). 

Periodicals postage paid at G
reenville, SC

 29602. PO
STM

ASTER: 
Send address changes to TH

E BRAN
C

H
, 847 C

leveland Street 
G

reenville, SC
 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).  

Kim
berly C

oates, Editor.

Vol. LXIII September 26, 2022  No. 38

Care List
Care List as of Morning, 9/22LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Make reservations by noon 
on Monday at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/
September 28

Adult: Fish and Chips, Succotash, Salad, 
Roll, Dessert

Child: Fish Sticks
October 5

Adult: Pork Piccata, Lemon Caper 
Sauce, Angel Hair Pasta, Asparagus 

Spears, Salad, Roll, Dessert
Child: Buttered Spaghetti Noodles, 

Cheesy Bread

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
9/28 Wednesdays at First Activities 
 6:15pm MidWeek   
  Fellowship: The Next Chapter:  
  Engaging the Acts of the   
  Apostles (and Our Church)— 
  It’s All about Benjamins... or Not  
  (Acts 3-5) with Jim Dant   
  (Fellowship Hall)
10/2 10:30am World Communion  
  Sunday Worship Service   
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim  
  Dant
 11:30am Youth to Denver Downs
10/5 Wednesdays at First Activities
  6:15pm MidWeek   
  Fellowship: The Next Chapter:  
  Engaging the Acts of the   
  Apostles (and Our Church)— 
  Sensibility, Availability and  
  Commitment (Acts 6-7) with Jim  
  Dant (Fellowship Hall)
10/7 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and 
  More
10/9 10:30am Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim  
  Dant, Greenville Gay Men’s  
  Chorus and Sanctuary Choir

Financial Needs as of 9/24
$2,119,222

Receipts as of 9/22
$1,645,403

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
September 28-October 2

Matt Rollins 
864-346-0971 (m)

October 3-9
Camille Loomis Rehnborg

703-501-6425 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “2” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
Brad Easterling, Alan Hill

Rehab
Cathy Ballard, Claudia Caldwell, Mary 
Louise Green, Freddie Jameson, Tom 
Maddox, Nina Martin, Gwen Smith

Discharged
Millie Hewitt

Sympathy
…to Stacey Anderson and family in the 
death of her mother.
…to the family of Alison Lawrence.

Transition Committee 
Update

The Transition Committee has reached 
an agreement with an individual for the 
position of Interim Senior Minister until 
a full-time Senior Minister is called. A 
formal announcement will be made in 
the near future.

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open  
  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
  Music and Missions   
  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-6:55pm MidWeek Fellowship 
  (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)

Join Bell Tower Ringers!
If you can read music, we’d love to have 
you join us. Rehearsals are on Sundays 
from 6:00-7:00pm in the Handbell room 
(across the Rotunda from the Parlor). If 
interested, please email the conductor, 
Julie Treu (jhtreu@gmail.com).

Volunteers Needed
Flowers to Friends needs volunteers to 
deliver flowers to church members one 
Monday a month. They also need one 
flower arranger for the fourth Monday of 
each month. Please contact Carol Ann 
Anderson at 864-313-4978.

Intercessory Prayer 
Group

An Intercessory Prayer Group is meeting 
in the Prayer Room next to Carpenter 
Chapel on Wednesday mornings at 
10:30. We are specifically praying for 
the leadership changes going on in 
the church. Contact Kay Hardage at 
khardage64850@gmail.com.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
mailto:jhtreu@gmail.com
mailto:khardage64850@gmail.com

