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Does everyone have a junk drawer? 
For those unfamiliar, it’s that drawer 
in the kitchen that catches everything 
necessary and unnecessary for 
daily living. It contains necessary 
items like staples, pencils, a loose 
adhesive bandage, a tape measure, 
a screwdriver and various other 
small items. It also contains a lot 
of unnecessary items like random 
keys (you have no idea what they 
go to), broken reading glasses (you 
kept them just in case you couldn’t 
find your good ones), plastic ice 
cream spoons, business cards from 
encounters long forgotten, a floppy 
disk (not functional for the last three 
decades) and so much more. Is 
there anyone who does not have this 
drawer in their home?!? If so, you are 
an anomaly. 

Transitions are often an impetus for 
cleaning out the junk drawer. We 
reluctantly toss those things that are 
unnecessary (I say reluctantly because 
we still entertain the thought they 
might be needed) and we properly 
organize and store those things that 
are necessary. Weeks away from 
retirement and a move, I find myself 
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WORSHIP
Sunday, September 18

10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 

Facebook and Radio
Acolyte Dedication

Bible Presentation to Third Grade 
Students

Proclaimer: Matt Rollins
Sermon: The Ghost of Tom Joad

Scripture: Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113
Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in loving memory of Paula Cargill on her 
79th birthday by her sister, Anne Cargill. 

If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128. The next open date is  
October 23.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

AYMC Walking Track and  
Fitness Room Hours

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday,  
6:00am-2:00pm

Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

sifting through the junk drawer…and 
the file cabinets…and the closets…
and the recesses of my soul. The 
story is the same in every venue.

Over time, our souls collect a lot 
of should haves and shames. They 
nestle themselves among the happier 
facets of our living and junk us up—
taking away a measure of our joy. 
It’s a healthy habit to sift through 
our souls every once-in-a-while and 
rid ourselves of these thoughts. 
Most of us do it reluctantly, thinking 
we’re supposed to hang onto the 
pain and guilt for some reason. 
Ultimately, throwing this stuff away 
is the right thing to do. Looking back 
over these last eight years, there are 
things I should have done, might 
have done, could have avoided, and 
could have done better. There are 
decisions, relationships, processes 
and directions that might have been 
shaped better. I’m trusting we’ll all be 
graceful to one another with regard 
to our messiness and choose to 
simply celebrate the best of our time 
together. Thank you for all the hugs, 
cards, blessings and best wishes thus 
far. The Apostle Paul admonished us 
to, “…hold fast to what is good.” I can 
tell we are healthily choosing to hang 
onto all that is good…and there’s 
been a lot of good!

—Jim

Wednesdays at First Activities
It is a good time to reconnect with your church family as choirs, missions and Bible 

studies resume. Make your supper reservations now! 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/

mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/


Wednesday night programming has begun with an 
updated schedule this year. 
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Hall 5-6pm. Reserve meals online 
(https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/) and pay at 
the door. Meals are $8/adult and 
$3/child (age 10 and under). Visitor 
meals are complimentary. 

Music and Missions programs 
for preschoolers (ages 3-5) and 
elementary-age children (grades 
1-5) runs 6-7pm. Children sing and 
play instruments with Preschool 
and Children’s Choirs, periodically 
leading in Sunday worship. 
Missions education includes 
learning about other cultures, art 
projects, and exploring ways to 
serve in the community. Nursery 
care (8 weeks-2 years old) is 
available 5-7pm. 

Go to https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/preschool-children-
registration/ to register your 
child. This form is a catch-all for 
regular Sunday and Wednesday 
programs. You need only register 
your child once. 

Youth (grades 6-12) meet in the 
AYMC on Wednesdays. The Youth 
area is open 3-5pm for casual 
hang time, where youth and 
friends eat snacks, do homework, 
and spend time with each other. 
Youth eat together 5-6pm and then 
connect for Bible study 6-7pm. 

During MidWeek Fellowship (6:15-
6:55pm in the Fellowship Hall), we 
will engage the Book of Acts with, 
“Engaging the Acts of the Apostles 

(and Our Church).” Together, we 
will study how the early church 
navigated big moments of 
transition. MidWeek Fellowship 
services are also available on 
Facebook Live and Vimeo. 

The Sanctuary Choir rehearses 
7-8:30pm in the Choir Room. 
Contact Vivian Hamilton for 
information about the choir or 
simply show up to Wednesday 
rehearsal! No audition required, 
and all voices are welcome!

There is a lot to learn and 
experience on Wednesdays at 
FBG! Please get in touch if I 
can help you or your family get 
plugged in. 

—Camille

Wednesdays at First Activities 

Senior Moment: Wordle Anyone?
Okay, I admit it: I’m hooked on Wordle. In this daily 
brainteaser puzzle you get six tries to uncover a 
random 5-letter word. The color-coded grid lets you 
know when you have discovered a correct letter, 
hopefully in the right place. The best strategy is to 
start well, and vowels are the order of the day: audio 
and adieu are among the most popular words, as 
are arise and soare (I had to Google that one); snare, 
heart, and canoe are very useful. My granddaughter, 
Ainsley, expertly recommends rainy. One of my 
personal favorites is weird (go figure!).

Now that I’m retired, it seems like there’s as much 
advice out there about to how to age well as about 
how to start your Wordle. Here’s some of the best I’ve 
heard so far:

Aging? It’s inevitable, so lean into the adventure...
cherish wonder when it comes our way.

Savor...the people, places and ideas that have been 
formative in our lives—and also savor…

Newer...the people, places, and ideas that are 
sparking new curiosities and prompting a fresh 

perspective 
about something 
important.

Serve! Volunteer 
in the Church 
nursery or prepare 
lunch at Triune 
Mercy Center. 
Deliver Meals 
on Wheels. Help 
with the Habitat 
for Humanity 
“Abraham 
Build” house in Nicholtown. United Ministries would 
welcome you to be a tutor (now there’s a handy 
5-letter word for you!).

Older? Yep!

Wiser? That’s the plan. Hope-fully!

What’s your best starting word for Wordle...and for 
life? (5 letter limit, please!)

—Tony McDade



On Sunday afternoon, August 28, a small army of 
volunteers invaded the Terrace Level of the AYMC 
and began to transform the space for some special 
guests. Tables were set with tablecloths, china, 
crystal, candles and beautiful centerpieces. The 
lights were dimmed, and soft music played. Nearby, 
“comfort stations” were set up by people specially 
trained in chair massage, hand massage, mindfulness 
and yoga exercises and art making. A “sensory room” 
was filled with equipment and therapists for children 
with special needs. Quiet spaces and recreational 
games were available everywhere you looked. 
At 4pm, our guests were welcomed by a team of 
greeters and a happy-to-see-you therapy dog named 
Bella. At 6pm, our church hosts served a delicious 

meal. Scriptures of comfort and blessing were read, 
and we departed.

Jesus said, “The greatest among you would be your 
servant,” but those among us who do the rigorous, 
unceasing, draining work of caregiving are often 
invisible. It makes sense that the church find ways to 
say, “We see you! We know that you give more than 
your share and that – even as you model Christ for 
us all – your own needs are often neglected. Come 
lean on us awhile!” Attendees were grateful, sharing 
how healing the evening was to them and to never 
doubt its importance or effectiveness. As member/
supporters of our ministries, you made this Caregiver 
Respite Event possible!

—Kyle

AYM
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FBDS

We have had a great start to our school year at FBDS! It is wonderful to have 
the sounds and voices of CHILDREN and PARENTS in our school again. We are 
excited about the school year ahead and partnering with our families to provide 
the best learning environment for young children.                                   —Julie

First Baptist 
Day School
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Calling ALL Players and Coaches! Are you ready for Church 
Basketball? Here are three easy opportunities to get registered today! 
Registration deadline —September 25.

Basketball Signups

• Register at front desk of the 
AYMC

• Find a QR code located on 
multiple doors of the AYMC

• Email AYMC@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

Are you looking for extra training 
to prepare for the Church 
Basketball Season? We have an 
entire Basketball Academy here 

at the AYMC! Home of the 2022 
National Champions, 3 The Hard 
Way Basketball Academy offers 
individual basketball training, 
small group training, and so 
much more. Please contact us 
at 864-300-0702 or by email at 
Play@3thwsports.com

—Caleb
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 9/8LIVING GENEROUSLY

Wednesday Supper
Make reservations by noon on Monday. 
Menus and reservation information: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/

September 14
Adult: Chicken Pot Pie, Broccoli Spears, 
Mashed Potatoes, Salad, Roll, Dessert

Child: Pigs in a Blanket
September 21

Adult: Beef Stroganoff with Egg Noodles, 
Baby Peas & Onions, Salad, Roll, 

Dessert
Child: Chicken Fingers

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
9/14 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/14 6:15pm MidWeek   
  Fellowship: Engaging the Acts of  
  the Apostles (and Our Church) in  
  the In-between Time (Acts 1)  
  with Jim Dant (Fellowship Hall)
9/16 5:30-8:00pm Children’s Ministry  
  Event: Movie and Pizza Night  in  
  the AYMC
9/18 Forum@First: Intro to the  
  Hebrew Scriptures (Fellowship  
  Hall)
 10:30am Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Matt  
  Rollins, including Acolyte  
  Dedication and Bible   
  Presentation to Third Grade  
  Children
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live  
  for Youth (AYMC)
9/21 Wednesdays at First Activities 
  Engaging the Acts of the  
  Apostles (and Our Church)— 
  Expecting the Least Expected  
  (Acts 2) with Jim Dant   
  (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 9/10
$2,007,684

Receipts as of 8/24
$1,500,989

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
September 12-18

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)
September 19-27

Kyle Matthews 
864-551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “2” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
As of Thursday morning, 9/8/2022, there 
are no hospitalized church members 
of whom the Pastoral Care Ministry is 
aware.

Rehab
Claudia Caldwell, Mary Louise Green, 
Alan Hill, Freddie Jameson, Tom 
Maddox, Nina Martin, Gwen Smith

Introducing
Mignon Davis, PO Box 8423, 
Greenville 29604, joined FBG privately 
on August 23.

Intercessary Prayer 
Group

An Intercessary Prayer Group is meeting 
in the Prayer Room next to Carpenter 
Chapel on Wednesday mornings at 
10:30. We are specifically praying for 
the leadership changes going on in 
the church. Contact Kay Hardage at 
khardage64850@gmail.com.

Men’s Bible Study 
Resumes on Wednesday, September 
14, at 6:30am on the Terrace Level of 
the AYMC. Each Wednesday we will 
study the Revised Common Lectionary 
passages that are the focus of worship 
for the following Sunday. All men are 
invited to attend! For more information, 
contact Bert Strange (bertstrange@
yahoo.com, 864-238-4101). 

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open  
  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
  Music and Missions   
  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-6:55pm MidWeek Fellowship 
  (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)

Join Bell Tower Ringers!
If you can read music, we’d love to 
have you join us. Rehearsals will be 
Sundays from 6:00-7:00pm starting on 
September 11 in the Handbell room 
(across the Rotunda from the Parlor). If 
interested, please email the conductor, 
Julie Treu (jhtreu@gmail.com).

Volunteers Needed
Flowers to Friends needs volunteers to 
deliver flowers to church members one 
Monday a month. They also need one 
flower arranger for the fourth Monday of 
each month. Please contact Carol Ann 
Anderson at 864-313-4978.

http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
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