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In 2009, the annual General Assembly 
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF) met in Houston, Texas. It was 
hot. It was extremely hot! While I 
maintained my planned running 
schedule, I spent most of my free time 
in the cool lobby of the convention 
hotel. It was in that lobby I met Glen 
Foster. Glen served as pastor of 
Pantano Baptist Church in Tucson, 
Arizona, and as Regional Coordinator 
of CBF West. I knew very little about 
the work of CBF Baptists in the west, 
but Glen gave me a quick education. 
CBF West covers half the land mass 
of the United States and contains 
a third of the total population of the 
United States. (Feel free to read that 
sentence again.) However, CBF West 
is made up of (are you ready?) only 
19 churches scattered across Alaska, 
California, Arizona, Montana, New 
Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Wyoming, 
Hawaii, Idaho and Colorado. (In 
comparison, South Carolina has over 
40 CBF churches and Georgia over 
80!) Glen shared with me the needs 
of CBF West, the limited resources, 
and his great hopes. He was brutally 
honest about the overabundance 
of financial and human resources in 
the church-saturated Southeast and 
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WORSHIP
Sunday, August 14

10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 

Facebook and Radio
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Proclaimer in Song: Kyle Matthews
Called Church Conference

The flowers in the Sanctuary and on the 
Columbarium Gate are given in loving 
memory of Teresa Gray by her family. 

 If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128. 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

AYMC Walking Track and  
Fitness Room Hours

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
6:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday,  
6:00am-2:00pm

Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm

his desire to see more investment in 
the West. That day, I told Glen, I told 
God, and I told myself that I would 
somehow commit a part of my life and 
ministry to God’s work in that region. 
I was determined not to add my gifts 
forever and singularly to the pile of 
pastoral resources already available 
in the Southeast. I have maintained 
that commitment by annually making 
trips to the west to work with CBF 
churches there—primarily in California 
but also in Arizona. I have decided to 
continue this work in my retirement. (I 
imagine this is no surprise to anyone.)

Since announcing my retirement, I 
have received generous offers from 
various ministries throughout the 
Southeast. I am choosing, however, 
to accept an invitation to co-pastor 
19th Avenue Baptist Church in San 
Francisco, California. This vibrant 
congregation of about 60 members 
supports four additional language 
congregations, as well as numerous 
other missional ministries throughout 
the city and state. They will provide 
me a home, a modest stipend, a 
slower pace, and time to write. I will 
offer this church and her community 
the gifts with which God has blessed 
me. I’ve pastored some great 
churches in the Southeast—none 
greater than First Baptist Greenville. 
It is time for me to do some mission 
work in the world. I covet your prayers 
and your support in this endeavor…
and I trust you will come and visit! 

—Jim

Sunday, August 14
10:30am Kyle Matthews in 

Concert during Morning Worship

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

Sunday, August 21: Promotion Sunday
9:15am Forum@First Begins

10:30am Blessing of the Backpacks in 
Morning Worship
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http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
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We’re bringing back the block party! That’s right—everyone’s 
favorite fall activity is back and bigger than ever, with inflatables, 
food trucks, TCBY, DJ Peyton (of Unidiversity fame) and so much 
more. 

Are you already involved in the Youth Family and super excited 
for the fall? Are you new to middle school or new to FBG? Do you 
know of a youth (grandkid, neighbor, friend) who you think would 
love to join the Youth Family? This is the BEST opportunity for you 
to get involved, learn what’s coming up, and have a great time with 
some other awesome youth. 

In addition to all the food and fun, we will share yearly calendars, 
complete annual paperwork, and talk Summer 2023! All youth 
families are encouraged to attend this event and asked to consider 
bringing friends who could benefit from learning about our FBG 
Youth Family ministry.

We are so excited to bring our entire Youth Family together for this 
great, big party on August 21! Hope to see you there!

—Mary Carol & Franklin 
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Youth Family Block Party
AUGUST 21

Thanks to the work and 
planning of the ad hoc Religious 
Education Committee, which 
has been studying the expansion 
of theological education 
for congregants and for the 
community, The Forum@First 
will offer a 6-week pilot program 
beginning August 21, running 
through September 25. The course 
will meet on Sunday mornings, 
9:15-10:15am, in the Fellowship 
Hall and via our live streaming 

services available through our 
website and Facebook page. 

The Forum@First will live alongside 
our existing Sunday School 
classes—not as a replacement 
but as an extra option. Individual 
class members may decide to take 
a Forum course but would retain 
membership in their current class. 
We hope these short-term courses 
will draw anyone interested in 
exploring specific topics, church 
members not connected to an 
existing class, and members of the 
Greenville community. 

Jim Dant will be the instructor and 
is very excited to spend part of 
his final few weeks here at First 
Baptist talking and teaching about 
his love of the Old Testament. For 

those who choose to participate in 
this pilot course, we look forward 
to seeing you on August 21. If you 
have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Matt Rollins or 
Camille Loomis Rehnborg.

Sincerely,
The Religious Education 

Committee
Laurie Berry-Dorroh
Pat Booker-Christy 

Becky Bouton
Brian Cromer

Susan D’Amato
Camille Loomis Rehnborg, staff 

liaison
Matt Rollins, staff liaison

Bernie Showman
Cindy Showman

Bert Strange
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Many of you know that Kyle 
Matthews spent two decades 
working as a recording artist and 
songwriter in Nashville, Tennessee, 
before he came to serve as one of 
our staff ministers. His songs have 
been recorded by 70 major artists 
of different genres and have won 

Dove, Stellar, GMA and numerous ASCAP and BMI 
awards.  

In our August 14 worship service, Kyle will share 
music on Christian themes that address many 

aspects of our society and culture. In his work 
in pastoral care, Kyle has seen firsthand how 
Christianity speaks to the hard issues of our lives and 
times. These faith-based concepts—gratitude instead 
of never having enough, mercy and love instead of 
condemnation, making our lives a blessing in this 
world and embracing the cycle of life instead of living 
in fear—are all struggles in our spiritual lives.  

I hope you can be here in person on Sunday,  
August 14, to sing and hear the inspiring music— 
and to re-connect with our caring community of faith.  

—Vivian
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Worship Service Concert: August 14, 10:30am
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After a busy summer of service, fellowship and fun, 
we are excited for all that fall has to offer! Youth Family Fall Activities

PROMOTION SUNDAY—AUGUST 21
Pancake Breakfast: 9:15am in “The 

Grove” at the AYMC 
The Youth Family is invited to an 
all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast. 
We will welcome new sixth graders 
to The Grove for the first time and 
introduce Sunday School teachers. 

Blessing of the Backpacks: 10:30am 
during the Worship Service
Join us in the Youth Pews and don’t 
forget to bring the bag (knapsack, 
totebag, sports duffel) that will help 
get you through the year. 

New Parent Meeting: 4:00pm in the 
Media Center
For parents of rising sixth graders 
and students new to the Youth 
Family; we will discuss schedules, 
paperwork, activities and trips for the 
year ahead. 

Block Party: 5:00-7:00pm in and 
around the Fellowship Hall 
ALL youth members and their 
families are invited to this—the 
biggest celebration of the year. Feel 
free to invite friends and anyone you 
think might love joining the Youth 
Family. 

ALL YOUTH FALL RETREAT AT CAMP ROCKMONT—
SEPTEMBER 3-5 
Rockmont is a special time in the life of our Youth Family, when we 
catch our breath after a very busy start of school and fall schedules. 
Here, we will introduce our yearly theme, enjoy tons of fun activities, 
and grow stronger as a Youth Family. It is an important part of every 
year and of every youth’s journey with our community, so please 
make plans for your youth to attend this weekend! Register now! 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/rockmont/

WEEKLY FALL SCHEDULE – WEDNESDAYS & SUNDAYS 

Wednesdays @ First for Youth—
AYMC
A great time for students to 
re-charge in the middle of the 
week 
Hang Time, 3:00-5:00pm
Fellowship Around the Table, 
5:00-6:00pm
Youth Bible Study, 6:00-
7:00pm

Youth Sunday School, 9:30-
10:15am—AYMC
Grade-specific spiritual 
formation for middle and high 
schoolers 

Youth Sunday Night Live—
AYMC
The heart of our Youth Family 
Week, with fellowship, fun and 
time to learn together
Vocare Youth Choir, 4:00-
5:00pm
Middle School Bible Study/
High School Games, 5:00-
5:45pm
Fellowship Meal, 5:50-6:10pm
High School Bible Study/
Middle School Games, 6:15-
7:00pm

If you have any questions, please reach out! See you soon!
—Mary Carol & Franklin

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/rockmont/
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 8/8

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
8/10	 10:00am Roadrunners to 		
		  Strawberry Hill
	 6:00pm College Night at the Home 	
		  of the McDonalds
8/14	  9:15am Summer Sunday 	
		  School: Wading into the Waters: 
 		  Continuing Education at First 	
		  Baptist (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Tenth Sunday 	
		  after Pentecost Worship Service  
		  (Sanctuary) with Kyle Matthews in 	
		  Concert and Called Church 	
		  Conference
8/21	 Promotion Sunday
	 9:15am Youth Promotion Sunday 	
		  Pancake Breakfast (AYMC)
	  9:15am Forum@First 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Worship Service 	
	 	 (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
		  Dant including Family 		
		  Dedication and Blessing of the 	
		  Backpacks for All Children and 	
		  Youth
	 4:00pm Youth New Parent Meeting  
	 	 (Media Center)
	 5:00-7:00pm Youth Family Block 	
		  Party (Outside between Music Hall 	
		  and Fellowship Hall)

8/28	  9:15am Forum@First 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
		  Dant, including First Grade 	
		  Recognition and Family 		
		  Dedication
	 5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 		
		  Community Group (Parlor)
9/2-9	 AYMC Closed for Floor 		
		  Refinishing
9/3-5	 Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/4	 9:15am Forum@First 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer 	
		  Camille Loomis Rehnborg, 	
		  including Communion
9/5	 Church Offices Closed in 		
		  Observance of Labor Day
9/7	 8:00am Abraham Build Wall 	
		  Raising (Park at 502 Ramsey Dr., 	
		  Greenville)
	 Wednesdays at First Activities 	
		  Resume
9/9	 4:30pm Senior Adult Picnic 	
		  (Terrace of AYMC)
9/11	 9:15am Forum@First 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Senior Adult 	
		  Sunday Worship Service 		
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
		  Dant, including New Member 	
		  Recognition and Bell Tower 	
		  Ringers
	 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
		  Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live 	
		  for Youth (AYMC)
9/14	 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/16	 5:30-8:00pm Children’s Ministry 	
		  Event: Movie Night in the AYMC
9/18	 9:15am Forum@First 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
		  Dant

Financial Needs as of 8/6
$1,728,839

Receipts as of 7/31
$1,338,483

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
August 8-14

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)

August 15-21
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “2” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
As of the morning of 8/8/2022, there are 
no hospitalized members of whom the 
Pastoral Care Ministry is aware.

Rehab
Cathy Ballard, Claudia Caldwell, Norm 
Dam, Freddie Jameson, Tom Maddox, 
Nina Martin, Gwen Smith

Introducing
Cheryl Lynn and Larry Herman, 4230 
Pumpkintown Hwy, Pickens 29671, 
joined FBG during worship on Sunday, 
July 31. Larry is employed with the 
Travelers Rest Fire Department. 

Wednesdays at First Resumes 9/7 
Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar
3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time  
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
5:00-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
6:00-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
		  Music and Missions 		
		  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-6:55pm	 MidWeek Fellowship 
		  (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
		  (Choir Room)
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