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A writer from a national religious 
publication called me last week 
to garner a few quotes for an 
article. She was interested in me 
describing the degree of “decline 
and devastation” (her words) our 
church was experiencing because 
of current cultural unrest. I asked 
her to elaborate on the particular 
cultural unrest to which she was 
referring. Her list was predictable: 
decline in the stock market, rise in 
interest rates, tentative nature of Roe 
v. Wade, gun violence, congressional 
hearings, gasoline prices, and of 
course, the pandemic. I asked why 
she had called me. She informed me 
First Baptist Greenville is the largest 
progressive Baptist church in South 
Carolina, we are annually among 
the top three mission donors to our 
mission affiliates, and she assumed 
“the bigger they are, they harder they 
fall.” (Again, her words.) “The trend,” 
she said, “is decline and devastation 
in many churches.” I responded, “We 
don’t follow trends at First Baptist.” It 
became a wonderful moment for me 
to bear witness to the power of the 
Holy Spirit and the ongoing work of 
the church. 

Apparently, it is assumed that during 
the worst of times, people pull 
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WORSHIP
Sunday, June 26

10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 

Facebook and Radio
Third Sunday after Pentecost

Family Dedication
Church Conference

Proclaimer: Franklin Lowe
Sermon: Just a Little Further On:  
The Challenge to Following Christ

Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-14
Service Musicians: Sanctuary Choir

 
If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 128. The next open dates 

are June 26 and July 17.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

AYMC Walking Track and  
Fitness Room Hours

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
8:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday,  
8:00am-2:00pm

Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm

away from their faith community. If 
the stock market is down, then it’s 
assumed we give less. If political 
issues are divisive, it’s assumed we 
avoid each other. If gasoline prices 
are high, it’s assumed we don’t 
drive to worship. This could not/
should not be further from the truth 
of Christian faith or of our particular 
experience at First Baptist. When 
life gets hard, when resources are 
limited, and when despair seems to 
gain the upper hand on hope, that’s 
when the church doubles down. 
We pray more, give more, gather 
more, talk more and invest more 
of our time in matters of the heart 
and spirit. The church, empowered 
by the Holy Spirit of God, exists to 
serve, lead and model the kingdom 
of God during the worst of times. 
I assured my inquisitor that First 
Baptist Greenville is strong, healthy 
and committed, and we will fill the 
pews, meet our budget, support 
our partners, fund our missions, 
teach our children, and perform our 
ministries as we have every other 
year. Our work is not devastated by 
our cultural context. Rather, we seek 
to provide hope amid devastation. 

The profile I presented did not fit the 
angle of her article. I was informed 
my quotes would probably not 
appear in the article. I thought to 
myself, “That’s okay. I’ll write an 
article of my own.” And here you 
have it. I’ll see you Sunday.

—Jim

Summer Music Camp for Children and Youth

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

August 1-4; Children, 9am-Noon; Youth, 2-4pm; $50/Family
Register Here: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/sing-play-rejoice
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lead on ministering with children 
and their families to implement 
a comprehensive Christian 
education program, including 
Sunday school, missions, 
discipleship, and fellowship. 

Members of the Children’s 
Minister Search Committee are 
Debbie Paden Mobley (Personnel 
Committee representative), 
Jennifer Murphy, Boggs Howard, 
Stephanie Wright (chair) and Jim 
Dant.

Applicants should have 
experience working with 
children. A background in 
ministry is preferred. Applicants 
should submit their resumes 
to Jennifer Murphy at jennifer.
mcdade.murphy@gmail.
com by June 30. Visit https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wp-content/uploads/2022/06/
Minister-to-Children-6.2022.pdf 
for the job description.
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Our own Juli Morrow and Becky 
Ramsey are retiring. While we are 
happy for them, we will miss the 
incredible work that they did with 
our children for many years. ‘Thank 
you’ is just not enough. 

The Children’s Minister Search 
Committee is hard at work seeking 
a minister for children (ages infant 
to grade 5). This person will take the 

FBG Seeking Minister to Children  
(Infants to Grade 5) 
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Enjoy these photos of our rising second and third 
graders helping others all over Greenville!

Children’s Missions 
Weeks Have Begun
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Some senior adult activities will be on hold until 
September. There will be no Senior Adult Lunch 
and More and no trips with Holy Rollers during 
the summer months. Listed below are upcoming 
Roadrunners trips.

Eve’s contact information is Eveburroughs3521@
outlook.com or (864) 430-1772. Don’t miss out on 
these opportunities!

—Jennifer

Roadrunners Trip to Saluda, NC
On Monday, June 20, depart FBG at 8 a.m. to head 
to the Saluda Inn for a tour and enjoy lunch at the 
Purple Onion or Green River BBQ. The cost of the 
bus ride is $2; lunch will be on your own. Sign up at 
https://forms.gle/PMP54qG5RhweZDr98 or contact 
Eve Burroughs.

Roadrunners Trip to Double Dogs
On Wednesday, July 20, depart FBG at 10:30 a.m. 
to eat lunch in town at Double Dogs. The cost of 
the bus ride is $1; Sign up at https://forms.gle/
a9YBUVTrWnLDDkDM9 or contact Eve Burroughs. 
(The July trip was originally going to be to the Stowe 
Botanical Garden in Belmont, but that trip has been 
canceled.)

Roadrunners Trip to Strawberry Hill
On Monday, August 1, depart FBG at 10 a.m. to 
visit Strawberry Hill. The cost of the bus ride is $2. 
Sign up at https://forms.gle/vjXqcJHj1SNTmDSh9 or 
contact Eve Burroughs.
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Senior Adult Activities for the Summer

We are excited to offer our first annual Music Camp: Sing, Play, Rejoice! 
There are plenty of spots available and we have now opened camp to 
include children who have completed first through fifth grades!

Sing, Play, Rejoice! 
REGISTER TODAY FOR 2022 SUMMER MUSIC CAMP

August 1-4, children who have 
completed grade 1-5 can 
participate in choir rehearsals, 
learn to play choir chimes, Orff 
instruments and musical games. 
Each day, we will meet from 
9:00am-12:00noon, and on 
Thursday night, the participants 
will share what they’ve learned 
during an informal performance at 
7:00pm. We also plan to have the 
children and youth sing in worship 
on Sunday, August 7. 

We will also have a youth element 
to the week. Youth who have 
completed grades 5-12 can 
participate in the afternoon choral 
workshop and musical activities 
from 2:00-4:00pm. Plans are still 
being made for this exciting time!

Our music camp will take place 
in memory of Jane Stelling who 
loved music with both children 
and youth, working with both in 
our congregation and community. 
A fund in her memory was 
established to share her love of 
music with generations to come, 
defraying the cost of this camp to 
make it available to more in our 
congregation and community.

We are very pleased that Victor 
Johnson will join us as our guest 
choral director. Victor, a native of 
Dallas, Texas, is the School Choral 
Editor for Sing!, the educational 
publishing division of Choristers 
Guild. A prolific composer and 
arranger, he has over 350 choral 
works, vocal solo books, and 

keyboard collections currently 
in print. He is in demand as a 
guest conductor, adjudicator, and 
clinician for music educators and 
students throughout the United 
States.

The cost for the camp is $50 
per family. You may register 
your child using this link: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/sing-
play-rejoice

Registration will close July 1, 
2022, so please register your 
children ASAP! Children in the 
community are also welcome, so 
feel free to invite your friends!

—Amy Joye
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 6/20

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
6/20 8:00am Roadrunners to the  
  Saluda Inn and Lunch 
 6:00pm College Night
6/20-23 9:00am-3:30pm Missions Week  
  for Grades 3-5
6/22 9:00am-2:00pm Mission Possible,  
  Lunch Club and Bible Study for 
  Youth
6/23 2:00-5:00pm Youth Summer  
  Activity: Field Day/Water Games
6/26 9:15am Summer Sunday  
  School: Spreading the Story:  
  Missions at First Baptist   
  (Fellowship Hall)
6/26 10:30am Third Sunday after  
  Pentecost Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer  
  Franklin Lowe, including Family  
  Dedication and Church   
  Conference
 5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends   
  Community Group (Parlor)
6/27-7/1 Unidiversity Youth Camp
6/27-7/2 Cooperative Baptist Fellowship  
  General Assembly (Dallas)
7/3 9:15am Summer Sunday  
  School: Telling Stories: Light  
  Breakfast and Conversation  
  around the Tables (Fellowship Hall)

7/3 10:30am Fourth Sunday  
  after Pentecost Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim  
  Dant, including Family   
  Dedication
7/4 AYMC and Church Offices Closed  
  in Observance of Independence  
  Day
7/6 9:00am-2:00pm Mission Possible,  
  Lunch Club and Bible Study  
  for Youth
7/7 7:00-9:00pm Youth Summer  
  Activity: High School Night  
  (Bowlero Bowling Alley)
7/10 9:15am Summer Sunday  
  School: Witnessing the Story:  
  Pastoral Care at First Baptist  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Fifth Sunday after  
  Pentecost Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim  
  Dant
7/11 9:00am-7:00pm Youth Summer  
  Activity: Carowinds 
7/12-15 Camp Prism for Children
7/13 12:00-2:00pm Lunch Club and  
  Bible Study for Youth
 8:00-10:00pm Youth Summer  
  Activity: Middle School Night  
  (AYMC)
7/16-23 High School Mission Trip
7/17 9:15am Summer Sunday  
  School: Godly Play: Children’s  
  Stories (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Sixth Sunday  
  after Pentecost Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Guest   
  Proclaimer Deb Richardson- 
  Moore
7/20 10:30am Roadrunners to Double  
  Dogs
7/24 9:15am Summer Sunday  
  School: Discerning the Story:  
  The Path to Non-discrimination  
  at First Baptist (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Seventh Sunday  
  after Pentecost Worship   
  Service (Sanctuary) with   

Financial Needs as of 6/18
$1,338,456

Receipts as of 6/17
$1,071,425

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
June 20-26
Matt Rollins 

864-346-0971 (m)
June 27-July 3

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “199” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
Sarah Goldsmith

Rehab
Hoke Black, Claudia Caldwell, Freddie 
Jameson, Nina Martin 

Discharged
Lynn Woodman Cauble, Jean Watts, 
Hazel Harris, Peggy Stone

Sympathy
…to the family of Brenda Ballard.

Rustlings, continued from page 1

EXTENDED DAY TEACHERS NEEDED AT FBDS

The First Baptist Day School is looking for extended day teachers to join 
our program for the 2022-2023 school year to provide care for young 
children in the afternoon. Please email Julie Fayssoux, julie.fayssoux@
firstbaptistgreenville.com for more details.
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