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This past Sunday afternoon, 
we celebrated the ordination of 
Kristan Pitts. Is there any better 
day to be ordained than Pentecost 
Sunday?

I became Senior Minister of 
First Baptist Greenville in the 
Summer of 2014. Since beginning 
my service here, I’ve had the 
privilege of witnessing and/or 
participating in the ordination of: 
Kendra Plating, Maria Swearingen, 
Sally Sarratt, Kathy Sharp, Carrie 
Nettles, Dylan Rigg, Anne Garner, 
Camille Loomis Rehnborg, Sarah 
Laurence, and now, Kristan Pitts. 
Reflecting on these moments 
and following the lives of these 
ministers, I feel compelled to 
affirm the Prophet Joel’s words 
have truly come to pass, “God 
declares, I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and 
daughters will prophecy.” Prior 
to 2014, First Baptist Greenville 
has raised up and ordained a host 
of other ministers. This church 
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WORSHIP
Sunday, June 12

10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 

Facebook and Radio
Trinity Sunday

Mission Trip Commissioning
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Holding the Trinity Together
Scripture: Romans 5:1-5

Service Musicians: Greenville Gay 
Men’s Chorus

The flowers in our Sanctuary on 
Sunday are given in loving memory of 
David Cline by his wife, children and 

grandchildren. 
If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 128. The next open dates 

are June 19 and 26.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

AYMC Walking Track and  
Fitness Room Hours

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
8:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday,  
8:00am-2:00pm

Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm

has historically been a fertile 
seedbed for the nurture of faithful, 
competent servants. God’s Spirit 
seems to harvest here quite often. 

There are many who bemoan the 
future of the church. I disagree. 
Particular congregations may 
lose their way. Select churches 
may close their minds, close 
their hearts or close their doors. 
Exclusive theologies may lead 
to the eventual demise of some 
religious communities. The church 
– God’s church – however, will 
continue to thrive in the world. I 
see her future at every ordination.

I placed my hands on Kristan’s 
shoulders Sunday afternoon and 
spoke to her the words I speak 
at most ordinations (and more 
frequently in private discussions 
with ministers), “Stay married 
to God. Stay married to the 
scriptures. Stay married to the 
church. Stay married to them even 
when it’s frustrating to live with 
them.” May we all do the same. 
Happy Pentecost.

—Jim

Summer Music Camp for Children and Youth

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

August 1-4
Children, 9am-Noon; Youth, 2-4pm

$50/Family
Register Here: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/sing-play-rejoice

mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/sing-play-rejoice
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Our Youth Mentoring Team 
has worked hard to provide a 
summer that offers plenty of 
opportunities for youth to get 
involved! On Wednesdays, we 
will gather for mission possible, 
lunch club, and bible study; this 
is a consistent time for our youth 
to spend time with each other 
and the community. We hope our 
high school graduates will join us 
for college nights this summer! 
Take some time to look over our 
summer calendar and join Ellie, 
Jack, Sarah, Franklin and Mary 
Carol for an exciting summer with 
FBG YOUTH! 

All Youth Fall Retreat—
September 3-5, Black Mountain, 
NC—Camp Rockmont

Rockmont is a celebratory time 
in the life of our Youth Family as 
we kick off a new school year, 
welcome a new group of 6th 
graders and find some moments 
together to catch our breath, after 
a very busy start of school and 

fall schedules. Year after year, 
our youth celebrate a significant 
milestone as they arrive at Camp 
Rockmont together. This weekend 
has proven to be one that will 
continue to create memories and 
set a strong foundation for our 
youth family. 

Youth, college, and adults must 
register online for all of our youth 
trips and retreats. Go to https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/online-
registrations/ to register for 
individual trips. 

JUNE
6/2–7 Senior Trip
6/8 College Night, 6pm
6/12 Mission Trip Commissioning 

during Morning Worship
6/13 Frankie’s Fun Park, 7–9:30pm
6/14 College Night, 6pm
6/15 Mission Possible/Lunch Club/

Bible Study, 9am–2pm
6/20 College Night, 6pm
6/22 Mission Possible/Lunch Club/

Bible Study, 9am–2pm
6/23 Field Day/Water Games, 

2–5pm Drop off/pick up @ AYMC

JUNE, continued 
6/27–7/1 Unidiversity Youth Camp 

Maryville, TN
JULY

7/6 Mission Possible/Lunch Club/
Bible Study, 9am–2pm

7/7 High School Night, 7–9pm 
Meet @ Bowlero

7/11 Carowinds, 9am–7pm Drop 
off/pick up @ AYMC

7/13 Lunch Club/Bible Study 
Middle School Night 8–10pm @ 
AYMC

7/16–23 High School Mission Trip 
Shaw, Mississippi

7/25 College Night, 6pm
7/27 End of Summer Pool Party, 

4–7pm Forrester Woods Estates
AUGUST

8/2 College Night, 6pm
8/7–8 Merge Retreat
8/10 College Night, 6pm
8/21 Promotion Sunday, 9am & 

Youth Family Block Party, 5–7pm
SEPTEMBER

9/3–5 All Youth Fall Retreat @ 
Rockmont

Youth Summer Schedule

During the combined Sunday School time on Sunday morning, June 12, 
we will be “singing our story”—sharing different aspects of our Music 
Ministry. In Walter Brueggemann’s life and work, he mentions three 

antidotes to despair in regular practices of disciplines in our faith: 1) Tell sustaining stories. 2) Pray without 
ceasing. 3) People of faith sing defiant songs. 

Singing Our Story

We have a long-standing tradition of 
a strong Music Ministry here, and an 
important part of that is congregational 
singing. Singing together can move us 
from isolation to community, can teach us 
about the Bible, about our faith, and can 
hopefully lift us out of ourselves into hope, 
joy and peace. We will sing some, discuss 
why we sing, and hear shared stories from 
people involved in various areas of our 
music ministry. 

In From Glory into Glory, Susan Palo Cherwien says:
Music can, like story, form community.
Our singing together knits us into a seamless garment
shaped and formed by the loving God
and God’s extravagantly loving acts. 
We are shaped by the story we sing;
we are woven together by the act of singing praise together. 

Please join us Sunday morning, shaping the story of our 
community in song!

—Vivian

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/online-registrations/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/online-registrations/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/online-registrations/
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Theological education has long 
been, and continues to be, an 
important part of the mission 
and ministry of First Baptist 
Greenville. From adult Sunday 
School classes, Bible studies, 
Circle groups, Wednesday night 
programming, to age specific 
ministries, this church values 
learning. As a congregation, we 
believe in asking big questions and 
thinking deeply! 

In an effort to enhance and 
expand theological education 
at First Baptist for congregants 
and community members, we 
are piloting a new theological 
education option for Sunday 
mornings. This new option called 
Forum for Theological Education at 
First Baptist (or for the marketing 
minds among us, “Forum at First”) 
will include several short-term 
classes each fall and spring on 
topics such as theology, church 

history, Baptist history, ethics and 
worship. 

Forum at First will live alongside 
our existing Sunday School 
classes, not as a replacement, 
but as an extra option. Individual 
class members may decide to take 
a Forum course, but would retain 
membership in their current class. 
We hope these short-term courses 
will draw anyone interested in 
exploring specific topics, church 
members not connected to an 
existing class, and members of the 
Greenville community. Courses will 
meet in person and will be live-
streamed and recorded.

We will offer a 6-week trial run 
of this additional education 
opportunity this fall, August 
21-September 25. Courses will 
meet on Sunday mornings from 
9:15-10:15am. We plan to offer 
two course options this fall: 

Introduction to Hebrew Scriptures 
(taught by Jim Dant) and one 
course to be determined.

We need your input! Help us 
decide on the second course 
option by filling out a short 
survey. Let us know your course 
preferences or offer other 
feedback on the Forum at First 
Interest Survey.

Copies of the survey are available:
• Online at firstbaptistgreenville.
com/adults
• On the FBG Facebook page
• In paper form in your Sunday 
School Class folders or Joint 
Sunday School
• In paper form at the front desk

Please return paper copies to the 
front desk, Matt Rollins or me.

—Camille

New Theological Education Option Coming This Fall

As part of our June 12 worship service, we’ll be 
commissioning mission teams of our children and 
youth. We hope you’ll join us in blessing these young 
people and affirming their God-given gifts as they 
prepare to immerse themselves in God’s good work 
this summer.

During our Missions Weeks, our children will be 
working with different helping organizations, learning 
Bible verses, and enjoying related picture books, as 
well as journaling and reflecting on the connections 
they’re making between scripture and their own 
experiences in service to others.

At the end of July, our high school youth will be 
serving with Together for Hope and Delta Hands 
for Hope in Shaw, Mississippi. Together for Hope 
is a rural development coalition engaging the 301 

counties of persistent rural poverty in America. The 
Delta is Together for Hope’s largest region of service 
and includes 87 counties of persistent rural poverty 
across 7 states. Their goal includes the utilization of 
local assets, empowered people, and communities 
that are self-sustaining. We are partnering with Delta 
Hands for Hope for our week of mission work and 
immersion. Their mission is to empower all children 
to have the education, leadership skills, and abilities 
to succeed. We are looking forward to an educational 
and impactful week of mission and immersion with 
these two organizations!

Join us in Worship in June 12 to bless all of our 
mission teams for the summer!

—Becky, Laura and Mary Carol
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Blessing to Be a Blessing

http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/adults
http://firstbaptistgreenville.com/adults
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 6/6

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
6/2-7	 Youth Senior Trip
6/12	 9:15am Summer Sunday 	
		  School: Singing the Story: Music 	
		  at First Baptist (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Trinity Sunday 	
		  Worship Service (Sanctuary) with 	
		  Proclaimer Jim Dant and 		
		  Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus, 	
		  including Mission 		
		  Commissioning
6/13	 7:00-9:30pm Youth Summer 	
		  Activity: Frankie’s Fun Park
6/13-16	 9:00am-Noon Missions Week 	
		  for Grades 1 and 2
6/14	 6:00pm College Night
6/15	 9:00am-2:00pm Mission Possible, 	
		  Lunch Club and Bible Study for 
		  Youth
6/19	 9:15am Summer Sunday 	
		  School: Exercising the Story: 	
		  Wellness and Recreation at 	
		  First Baptist (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Second Sunday 	
		  after Pentecost Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
		  Dant, including Baptism
6/20	 8:00am Roadrunners to the 	
		  Saluda Inn and Lunch 

6/20-23	 9:00am-3:30pm Missions Week 	
		  for Grades 3-5
6/20	 6:00pm College Night
6/22	 9:00am-2:00pm Mission Possible, 	
		  Lunch Club and Bible Study for 
		  Youth
6/23	 2:00-5:00pm Youth Summer 	
		  Activity: Field Day/Water Games
6/26	 9:15am Summer Sunday 	
		  School: Spreading the Story: 	
		  Missions at First Baptist 		
		  (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Third Sunday after 	
		  Pentecost Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
		  Dant, including Family 		
		  Dedication
	 5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 		
		  Community Group (Parlor)
6/27-7/1	Unidiversity Youth Camp
6/27-7/2	Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 	
		  General Assembly (Dallas)
7/3	 9:15am Summer Sunday 	
		  School: Telling Stories: Light 	
		  Breakfast and Conversation 	
		  around the Tables (Fellowship Hall)
	 10:30am Fourth Sunday 	
		  after Pentecost Worship 		
		  Service (Sanctuary) with 		
		  Proclaimer Jim Dant
7/4	 AYMC and Church Offices Closed  

Financial Needs as of 6/4
$1,226,918

Receipts as of 5/31
$976,509

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
June 6-11

Frank Smith 
864-268-3890 (h)

June 12-19
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “199” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
Hoke Black, Mike Parker

Rehab
Brenda Ballard, Gerry Benston, Claudia 
Caldwell, Freddie Jameson, Nina Martin, 
Peggy Stone

Discharged
Tom Mims

Sympathy
…to Brenda League and family in the 
death of her stepmother.
…to the family of Buddy Clay.

Introducing
Jason and 
Kristin Lewis, 
415 Townes 
St., Greenville 
29601, joined 
FBG during 
worship on 
May 29, 2022. 

Jason is employed with Reynolds 
Investment Management. They have 
three children: Avery, Elle and Ollie.
Evan and Theresa Marchi, 717 
Richbourg Rd, Greenville 29615, 
joined FBG privately on May 29, 
2022. Evan is employed by the city of 
Greenville, and Theresa is employed 
with Affinity Studios.
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