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Words of Welcome

Prelude “Yes” Valencia Lacy

Words of Welcome and Presentation of the Candidate Jim Dant

Invocation  Matt Rollins

Land Acknowledgement and Poem  Davelyn Hill

*Gathering Hymn 221 “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE

Words of Ordination 

Litany of Affirmation and Ordination

Janna Pennington: We gather with you, Kristan, to affirm the Spirit’s work in your life 
 and to ordain you to the ministry. We are the voices of care, formed from the 
 churches that have raised you, celebrated you, and strived to be the image of God 
 for you over the years. You have witnessed the Church’s power to uplift, tear down, 
 and everything in between. In our failings and in our thriving, we have offered you 
 both the gift and the challenge of an embodied faith. In your failings and your 
 thriving, may you go forth and embody this same living faith in the world.    

Kamaya Gray: We are the voices of love, formed from the family that witnessed the 
 Divine spark which ignited your call from your very first days on earth. In our 
 homes and at our tables, you caught your first glimpses of the Divine’s intimate,   
 abiding love for humanity. Through grace, we have shared with you God’s love that  
 extends beyond condition. May you go forth and love others with the same depth of 
 devotion as we have loved you, co-creating the family of God everywhere you go.  

*Please stand if able.



Susan Stall: We are the voices of joy, formed from dear friends who have learned 
 and grown with you over the years. As sojourners on the way, we have perpetually 
 summoned you to think and act outside of your comfort zone, to imagine the    
 kindom stretching far beyond bloodline, and to bear witness to your belovedness  
 in sacred relationships. With agape love joining all your friendships into sacred 
 communion, may you go forth offering nurture and challenge to others with the 
 same spirit of friendship that has been granted you.   
Latricia Giles: We are the voices of partnership, formed from the fellow ministers 
 who surround you. With a shared understanding of vocation, we have traversed 
 with you through the same desert of unbelief into the waters of life. We  know the 
 heartache, the uncertainty, and the vulnerability that comes with this sacred 
 vocation, and while our years may number more than yours, we know that we are 
 fledglings new to flight, learning with you every step of the way. As you seek to 
 minister to all you meet, may you go forth and walk alongside others with the same 
 breadth of compassion and care that we pray you have seen in us.   

Friends from Trinity Episcopal Church in Charlottesville, VA: We are the voices of all 
 creation, the siblinghood of every living being, formed from the interconnected 
 and interdependent network of life that is our existence. We, together, embody all 
 that is past, all that is now, and all that will be. We are a part of you, and you are 
 part of us, an expression of the inexpressible beauty and wonder of the Universe 
 and All That Is. With you, we strive to make this world more livable for every 
 being, just as we each are, perfect in our imperfection, evolving together to become 
 who we are truly meant to be. On this day of your next step, of your further 
 evolution, we feel you draw all of us forward with you, and we offer a hymn of 
 praise. 

Congregation: As this cloud of witnesses both past and present surrounds you, 
 may you be at peace trusting that you have not made this decision in isolation, 
	 separate	from	your	circle	of	trust.	We	join	with	you,	affirming	what	the	Divine	
	 affirmed	long	ago.	As	you	go	forth,	may	our	voices	be	a	source	of	assurance,	
 challenge and growth no matter where the Spirit leads you. Amen. 
   



*Hymn “For Everyone Born” FOR EVERYONE BORN

 Stanzas 1 and 2 only



Old Testament Lesson Micah 6:1-2, 6-8 Kori Gray

Hymn “For Everyone Born” FOR EVERYONE BORN

 Stanza 5 only

New Testament Reading Luke 4:14-21 Elaine Chiles

Homily  Tamika Jackson

Hymn “For Everyone Born” FOR EVERYONE BORN

 Stanza 6 only

Covenant of Ordinand and Congregation  Carrie Nettles

My sister in faith, do you believe that you are truly called by God and the Church 
 to the life and work of ministry in the name of Jesus Christ?  

I do.  

In scripture, ministers are exhorted to tend the flock of God committed to their care, 
 not by constraint but willingly, not for selfish gain but eagerly, not by 
 domineering over those in their charge but by example. Will you endeavor to care 
 for the people of God – nourishing, teaching and encouraging them; giving 
 direction to the life of the congregation; counseling the troubled; declaring God’s 
 forgiveness of sin; and proclaiming victory over death?  

I will with the help of God.  

The Spirit of God led Jesus to preach the good news to the poor, proclaiming release
 to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, setting at liberty the oppressed 
 and proclaiming the time of God’s good favor. Will you endeavor to lead the 
 people of God in their obedience to the mission of the Church – guiding their 
 concern for justice, peace and restoration of all people and taking a responsible 
 place in the governance of the Church and in service to the Word?  

I will with the help of God.  

In the first epistle of John it is written, “If one claims to live in God, they must live
 like Jesus.” Will you endeavor to conduct yourself so that your life is shaped by 
 Jesus Christ, who took the form of a servant for our sake; and will you, with the 
 help of the Holy Spirit, continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you to make 
 known the gospel of the grace of God?  

I will with the help of God.  



May God who has given you the will to do these things give you the grace to perform
 them. Kristan, God who has called you is faithful and will not fail.  

Congregation, You have heard the covenant of your sister. Will you as members 
 of God’s Church affirm this call, join in covenant and accept Kristan as an ordained 
 minister of the Gospel?  

Kristan, we accept you as one called to public servant leadership in the Church 
	 and	affirm	the	decision	that	you	be	ordained.	We	pledge	our	love	and	offer	our	
 prayers that together we may serve God in spirit and in truth. 

Laying on of Hands  

 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” arr. Moses Hogan

 Debbie Paden Mobley, Soprano

 “Love Can Build a Bridge” arr. Kirby Shaw

 Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus

 Words of Blessing 

Declaration and Presentation of Gifts  Rick Joye

*Benediction  Kristan Pitts

Postlude “Wake Up, Everybody” Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes
Wake up everybody – no more sleepin’ in bed

No more backward thinkin’ – time for thinkin’ ahead
The world has changed so very much

From what it used to be so
There is so much hatred, war an’ poverty

Wake up all the teachers – time to teach a new way
Maybe then they’ll listen to whatcha have to say

Cause they’re the ones who’s coming up, 
And the world is in their hands

When you teach the children, teach ’em the very best you can



The world won’t get no better if we just let it be
The world won’t get no better – we gotta change it, yeah, just you and me

Wake up all the doctors make the ol’ people well
They’re the ones who suffer an’ who catch all the hell

But they don’t have so very long before the Judgement Day
So won’tcha make them happy before they pass away

Wake up all the builders – time to build a new land
I know we can do it if we all lend a hand

The only thing we have to do is put it in our mind
Surely things will work out – they do it every time

Our Service of Worship has ended.
Our Worship through Service begins.

Josh Harrington is the accompanist for the Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus.

This Sanctuary is equipped with Hearing Loop. If you have a hearing aid equipped with 
a T-coil and switch to it, you will hear audio directly from our sound system. Hearing aid 
receivers and magnifying glasses are also available. Please contact an usher.

Music selections include: “Yes” by Valencia Lacy, © 2007 Valencia Lacy Publishing; “For 
Everyone Born” by Brian Mann, © 2006 Brian Mann (admin. General Board of Global 
Ministries t/a GBGMusik), reprinted by permission OneLicense.net A-717474; “I Want Jesus 
to Walk with Me” arranged by Moses Hogan, © 1997 Hal Leonard Corporation; “Love Can 
Build a Bridge,” by Paul Overstreet, John Jarvis and Naomi Judd, arranged by Kirby Shaw, © 
1990 Inspector Barlow Music, Scarlet Moon Music, Inc and Mike Curb Music; and “Wake Up 
Everybody” by Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes, © 1975 Mighty Three Music.
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Davelyn Hill is the Executive Director of Speaking Down Barriers, an author, a poet 
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Janna Pennington is a member of First Baptist Greenville and a Personal and 
Professional Development Consultant.

Kamaya Gray is is the sister of Kristan Pitts and an esthetician in Greenville 
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Susan Stall is a friend of Kristan Pitts and Program Director of Village Engage.

Latricia Giles, MDiv, is the spouse of Kristan Pitts and Residential Climate & Equity 
Program Manager in Charlottesville, VA.

Kori Gray is the sister of Kristan Pitts and a hospital nurse in Greenville, SC.

Elaine Chiles is a Greenville native, Department of Juvenile Justice retiree, 
and community care provider.

The Reverend Tamika Jackson is an Executive Pastor in an AME Zion church 
in Maryland and a PhD candidate at the University of William & Mary.

Ann Majewski, Helen Plaisance and Gigi Werner Winslow are Steering Committee 
members for Bread & Roses – a Ministry of Trinity Episcopal Church 

in Charlottesville, VA.

The Reverend Carrie Nettles is a member of First Baptist Greenville and a Community 
Chaplain who provides spiritual care to survivors of trauma.

Rick Joye is the Chair of the Diaconate at First Baptist Greenville and founder 
of Annie’s House/Sustaining Way.

Shelton Ridge Love is the Organist at First Baptist Greenville and Artistic Director 
of the Greenville Gay Men’s Chorus.


