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After almost three years of faithful 
and creative service as our church’s 
Media and Technology Coordinator, 
Will Dodson has resigned to accept 
a position as a Litigation Support 
Specialist with a local legal firm. Will 
brought invaluable contributions to 
the ‘COVID years’ of our church’s 
ministry. His skillsets allowed us to 
immediately expand our broadcast 
capacity, upgrade our broadcast 
quality, broaden our offerings to the 
community, and all was done with 
a spirit of cheer and servanthood. 
Will’s last day of employment will 
be April 24. He is committed to 
assisting with a smooth transition and 
continuing to be part of the media 
team as a volunteer. We are accepting 
applications from individuals who 
have knowledge and experience in the 
areas of sound engineering, broadcast 
technology, computer technology, and 
social media for the position of Media 
and Technology Coordinator. If you 
or someone you know is interested, 
please contact Jenna Manning or me. 

We also have active search 
committees for Associate Director of 
First Baptist Day School, Associate 
Youth Minister, Administrative 
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WORSHIP
Thursday, April 14: Maundy Thursday

7:00pm
Fellowship Hall and Live Video

Communion
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: Meeting God Again: A 
Generous God

Scripture: Luke 23:39-43

Friday, April 15: Good Friday
7:00pm

Sanctuary and Live Video
Tenebrae

Shelton Ridge Love in Recital— 
Organ and Piano

Sunday, April 17: Early Easter  
in the Garden 

8:30am
Prayer Labyrinth in Remembrance 

Garden
Proclaimer: Kendra Plating 

Sunday, April 17, 2022: Easter Sunday
10:30am

Sanctuary and Live Video
Baptism

Proclaimer: Jim Dant 
Sermon: Meeting God Again: A 

Questioning God
Scripture: John 20:1-18

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir and 
Brass Quartet with Organ

The Flower Committee thanks those 
who have provided the beautiful Easter 
lilies in our Sanctuary. The flowers on 

one gate to the Remembrance Garden 
are given in loving memory of Don Bolt 
by the Bolt family. The flowers on one 
gate to the Remembrance Garden are 
given in loving memory of Dr. William 

Mitchell by the Mitchell family. 

If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 128. 

Assistant in Personnel and Office 
Services, and a Director of Preschool 
Ministry. Each of these committees is 
at a different place in the process, and 
all are being very intentional. Keep 
these committee members in your 
prayers as they give of their time and 
energy to continue shaping our staff. 
Continue to pray that God will lead the 
right people to us so that we continue 
to create a graceful space for God to 
do God’s work. 

Remember all the world’s clergy in 
your prayers. According to the Barna 
Research Group, 38% of ministers 
indicate they are considering retiring 
or resigning from ministry post-
COVID, 51% of ministers in mainline 
denominations. Actual resignations 
have been closer to 18%, resulting 
in a large number of ministry 
vacancies. Most of the retirements 
and resignations at FBG have been 
expected, and we remain a strong 
staff, but we are not immune to the 
fatigue and frustrations of creatively 
working during COVID-19 and slowly 
rebuilding after. By almost every 
measure, we have done extremely 
well. It hasn’t always been easy. Keep 
our staff, our church, and the faith 
community at large in your prayers. 
Most importantly, find your way back 
to church, Sunday School, and other 
ministries. Nothing encourages your 
ministers and faith family more than 
your presence.

—Jim

 Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Radio: 89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

Lenten Devotional Booklets
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 

lent-holy-week/

Stations of the Cross
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0B4DAAAD2DA2F58-stations2
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In addition to the ongoing weekly 
centering prayer meeting Tuesdays 
in Zoom, First Baptist will host an 
in-person centering prayer option 
Tuesdays 3:00-4:00pm (April 19– 
May 31) in the Parlor, which is 
on the third floor, adjacent to the 

rotunda stairwell. We will offer a 
Zoom connection for those who 
want to attend remotely. Our plan 
is to read and discuss Open Mind, 
Open Heart by Thomas Keating 
over the seven weeks. People 
can join at any point, and they 

don’t have to commit for the full 
seven weeks. Email me at susan.
damato@furman.edu for more 
information.

—Susan

Good Friday marks a bittersweet day on the Christian 
calendar. While we know the ultimately glorious 
ending to the story, we take this day to remember 
the anguish and suffering that Christ endured for 
humankind. This year, we commemorate this day with 
a Tenebrae service reflecting on Jesus’s journey to 
the cross. Candles symbolize Christ, who is our light 
and the Light of the World. They are used in worship 
at Advent and Christmas to symbolize the coming of 
the Light. The gradual removal or the complete lack 
of candlelight in a darkened church can dramatically 
portray the fading light of the world as Christ was 
leaving it. In Tenebrae, with each meditation, the 
candles are progressively extinguished. On Easter 
Sunday morning, the lighting of the Christ Candle will 
represent the resurrection of Jesus on the third day 
following his crucifixion.

In addition to Scripture meditations and the 
symbolism of the candles, I will present a recital of 
organ and piano music to guide in the reflection. 
The eight musical selections include an arrangement 
of “O Sacred Head Now Wounded,” one of Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s most beloved pieces, “Moonlight 
Sonata,” and three original organ pieces. 

An original piece opens the program. “Hosanna” is a 
joyous dance-like celebration intended to capture the 
joy of the Triumphal entry. This is a reflection of what 
it might have been like to be part of that day as the 
Light of the World rode into Jerusalem.

Another original piece, “Shadow of Darkness and 
Death,” was composed for a Good Friday service in 
2017. The main theme contains five repeated notes 
that I originally intended to portray the hammering 
of the nails, especially on the final appearance of 
the theme when the organ is full and the chords are 

often dissonant. However, when I premiered the 
piece, someone told me afterward that they heard the 
repetitions as a heartbeat and the final held note as 
the moment of Christ’s death. 

The third original piece, “Offended,” was composed 
for this year’s Lenten booklet. The booklet includes a 
URL to a recording of the piece, but Good Friday will 
be its live premiere. You can read more specifically 
about the piece in the Holy Wednesday entry of the 
Lenten booklet, but I chose to play the piece on 
Good Friday because I included the hymn “Ah, Holy 
Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” (lyrics by Johann 
Heerman, trans. Robert S. Bridges ) throughout. 
While originally composed with Judas’s betrayal in 
mind, in the Good Friday service it is paired with the 
story of Peter’s denial. In both cases, the lyrics to the 
hymn are quite poignant:

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended,
That mortal judgment hath on thee descended?
By foes derided, by the world rejected,
O most afflicted!
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee!
’Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;
I crucified thee.
For me, kind Jesus, was thy incarnation,
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation;
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,
For my salvation.
Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee,
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,
Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,
Not my deserving.

—Shelton
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Foundation Seeks New Trustees
Nominations are being accepted 
for new trustees to serve on the 
nine-member First Baptist Church 
Foundation Board. The terms of 
three trustees will expire at the end 
of June. To maintain the regular 
rotation, three trustees should be 
appointed to serve for three years. 
The criteria for serving are as 
follows:

1. Must be a member of First 
Baptist Church
2. Enthusiastic dedication to 
the concept of permanent 
endowment to support missions 
and church causes

3. Experience in and dedication 
to mission and ministry work
4. Experience and knowledge 
in the making of investment 
decisions

All church members are invited 
to submit nominations for these 
positions. Please send your 
nominations to Rick Joye, chair 
of the Diaconate, (rick.joye@
sustainingway.com) or Eleanor 
Dunlap, chair of the Foundation, 
(eleanorbd@charter.net) no later 
than Friday, April 29.

The chair of the Diaconate, with 
the approval of the Executive 
Committee of the Diaconate, will 
recommend a slate of trustees to 
the Diaconate and congregation 
for approval.

The trustees currently serving on 
the Board are: Pat Booker-Christy 
(2022), Don Caldwell (2022), Taylor 
Davis (2024), Eleanor Dunlap 
(2022), Paul Goldsmith (2023), Bob 
Howard (2024), Beverly Lambert 
(2023), Oz Rogers (2023) and Leah 
Wynn (2024).

On February 25, the St. Francis/Special Needs Class hosted a respite night for our friends and families at the 
AYMC. While caregivers and parents had a night off, our friends and their siblings/relatives had much fun at 
the AYMC making acrylic pour paintings, eating pizza, and watching a movie together. Many thanks to Angie 
Real and Lisa Mathiasen for helping with the evening! It’s so wonderful to watch relationships grow.

Our ministry in the St. Francis class is individualized to each person’s needs and works best when we have 
one-on-one volunteers to help each 
individual participate in faith formation 
and fellowship fun. We are always looking 
for volunteers to pair up with our class 
members! All you need is a loving heart 
and a desire to get to know someone—
and of course, completing the Protecting 
Our Children training. Please email sarah.
ramsey-smith@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
if interested.                                —Sarah

Respite Night at the AYMC

Please visit https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/easter-
lilies/ and follow the instructions to 
submit your dedications. 

Or, mail your payment ($30 each, 
checks payable to First Baptist 
Church) or drop it off in person. 

Orders and payment are due by 
Wednesday, April 13. 

Send to First Baptist Church, Attn: 
Kimberly Coates, 847 Cleveland 
Street, Greenville, SC 29601. 
Include:

Name: 
Phone Number: 
Email Address (if applicable)  
Number of Gifts ($30 each)  
In honor of: 
In memory of

—Kimberly

We will place lilies in the Sanctuary as both honorary and memorial gifts on 
Easter Sunday. All lily gifts will be published in the newsletter.  Easter Lilies
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Wednesday Night 
Supper

Make your reservations by noon 
on Monday. Menus and reservation 
information are available here: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-
at-first/

April 13
Adult: Salad, Spaghetti w/Meatballs, 

Meat Sauce, Marinara Sauce, Seasoned 
Green Beans, Garlic Bread, Dessert
Child: Spaghetti, Meatballs, French 

Bread, Fruit, Cookie
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time  
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
4:45-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
		  Music and Missions 		
		  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-7:00pm	 MidWeek Fellowship 
		  (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
		  (Choir Room) TH
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 4/11LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
4/12	 9:45am Holy Rollers to Chimney 	
			   Rock State Park and Lunch 	
			   at Lake House Restaurant at 	
			   Lake Lure (Enoree at 10:00am)
4/13	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
			   Fellowship: When I Survey the 	
			   Cross: Embracing the Cross 	
			   with Jim Dant
4/14	 7:00pm Maundy Thursday 	
			   Service (Fellowship Hall)
4/15	 8:00am Stations of the Cross
	 12:00pm Stations of the Cross
	 5:00pm Stations of the Cross
	 7:00pm Good Friday 	
			   Tenebrae Service (Sanctuary) 	
			   with Shelton Ridge Love in 	
			   Recital
4/17	 8:30am Early Easter in the Garden 	
			   Worship Service (Labyrinth)
	 10:30am Easter Sunday 	
			   Worship Service (Sanctuary) 	
			   with Proclaimer Jim Dant
4/20	 8:30am Roadrunners to Carter 
			   and Holmes Orchids in 		
			   Newberry and Lunch at Palms 	
			   Grill
4/20	 Wednesdays at First Activities

4/20	 6:15pm MidWeek 		
			   Fellowship: First Baptist 201 	
			   with Matt Rollins
4/24	 10:30am Children’s 		
			   Sabbath Worship Service 	
			   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
			   Dant
	 11:30am Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
			   Room)
	 5:00pm Service of Ordination for 	
			   Camille Loomis Rehnborg 	
			   (Sanctuary)
	 5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 		
			   Community Group (Fellowship 	
			   Hall)

First Baptist Church, Greenville, SC, 
seeks a full-time Associate Director 

for our First Baptist Day School. 

This person should have strength 
and understanding in the Reggio 

Philosophy. Teaching experience is 
preferred and previous supervisory 
experience is helpful. This position 

includes vacation, benefits and a fun 
group of fellow educators! Interested 

persons should send their resume 
by April 15 to Julie Fayssoux (julie.

fayssoux@firstbaptistgreenville.com).

Financial Needs as of 4/9
$780,766

Receipts as of 4/8
$641,983

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
April 11-17
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
April 18-24

Kyle Matthews 
864-551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “199” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
Lois Foster, Dianne Williamson

Rehab
Brenda Ballard, Gerry Benston, Claudia 
Caldwell, Freddie Jameson, Nina Martin, 
Peggy Stone, Mary Francis Tuten

Discharged
Judy Ethridge

Sympathy
…to the family of Johnny Flynn.
…to Carol Stephens and family in the 
death of her brother.
…to Bonnie Gerlaugh and family in the 
death of her grandfather.
…to Oz Rogers and family in the death 
of his cousin.

Introducting...
Nathan Rosemond, 415 N. Main St., 
Apt. 8J, Greenville 29601, joined FBG 
on March 6. 
Tigist Campbell, 25 Harcourt Dr., 
Greenville 29601, joined FBG on March 
13. Her parents are Bo Campbell and 
Dawn Strickland.
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