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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

If I heard it once, I heard it a 
million times in the sermons of my 
adolescence: “The youth are the 
future of the church.” (Okay, that 
was an exaggeration. It was closer 
to thirty times…or maybe fifty…
but certainly not a million. However, 
when you are 15 years old, all 
adult verbiage feels excessive.) 
Sitting in the front center section of 
our sanctuary with the rest of our 
youth group, I regularly ruminated 
on that sermonic phrase. Are we 
the future of the church? Our 
youth choir sang in most Sunday 
evening services. Charles and 
Richard regularly helped their 
dads collect the morning offering. 
Kenneth volunteered each Sunday 
to distribute orders of service at 
an entrance. Each year found us 
representing our church on mission 
tours, choir tours, and various other 
service projects in our community. 
We were always guilted—I mean, 
encouraged—to help in Vacation 
Bible School. Marilyn and Rita 
regularly volunteered in the nursery. 
I think you get the picture. It 
always sounded strange to hear 
our pastor say we were the future 

Sunday, March 13, 2022
Second Sunday in Lent

Youth Sunday
10:30am

Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio

Communion
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: A God at Risk
Scripture: Luke 13:31-35

Service Choir: Vocare

The Sanctuary flowers are given by the 
Seminar-Corder Class in memory of 

their deceased members. A list of those 
members will be placed in the Narthex.

If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 128. 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and  

Fitness Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday,  

8:00am-2:00pm
Saturday 8:00am-12:00noon

Sunday 1:00-5:00pm Lenten Devotional Booklets
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 

lent-holy-week/

Hate Ends Now Tour
March 16, 3:00-7:00pm

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-hate

of the church. I felt we were pretty 
integrated, fairly important, and a 
necessary part of the present. 

I am accustomed to seeing our 
youth in the front, center section 
of our church’s sanctuary during 
worship. Their presence in that 
place is a gift to the gathered 
community. It is a gift to me. When 
they are traveling—for retreat, 
mission or camp—there is an 
empty space in our pews that only 
they can fill. I see them serve in 
various areas of our church’s life. I 
watch them pull away in buses and 
vans to serve God’s larger world. I 
hear them ask questions, challenge 
doctrinal rigidity, and offer insights 
that are shaping our religious and 
social culture. I’ve seen them 
dig in the dirt, paint, pack, carry, 
hammer, wash, teach, sing and 
much more. This coming Sunday, 
March 13, is the Second Sunday 
of Lent and is also Youth Sunday. 
I’m looking forward to serving and 
leading alongside our youth. I’m 
looking forward to leaning into their 
words and learning from them. 
Our youth are not just the future of 
the church… they are a treasured 
part of our church’s present life 
and ministry. This Sunday, we 
will receive a small portion of all 
they have to offer. I will see you in 
worship.

—Jim

http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ lent-holy-week/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/ lent-holy-week/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-hate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-hate


Enjoy these photos from our Cookie Friendship project with FBG  
children and their honorary church grandparents!                        —Becky
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At the end of January, First Baptist Greenville hosted 
three families currently participating in the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network (IHN) emergency shelter program 
through United Ministries. These families include four 
adults and eight children (ages 3 to 19). Last year 25 
families (44 adults and 51 children) benefited from 
this ministry.

Families are currently staying in efficiency motels and 
apartments instead of churches due to the spread 
of COVID-19 in our community. Since we were not 
able to host them at our church, we found other ways 
to let them know of our support. During our host 

week we delivered gift bags for the children and over 
$700 of grocery store gift cards donated by church 
members. A team of First Baptist volunteers worked 
on Saturday to help frame a new Habitat house! We 
have three IHN families who are working towards 
home ownership. We were able to donate our 
volunteer hours towards these IHN families’ volunteer 
hours.

Thank you so much for your generous support and 
caring.

—Cam McDade

FBG Cares and Shares: IHN
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Thank you to all who attended 
and participated in our 2022 
Foundation Sunday events! We 
celebrated the many ways your 
financial gifts to the Foundation 
make an impact in our community 
and our world. The trustees 
hosted a networking breakfast 
for recipient organizations, 
donors and interested community 
members and enjoyed seeing 
folks asking questions, making 
connections and sharing 
resources! In the February 6 
worship service, we heard from 
thirteen Greenville-area non-
profit organizations which receive 
Foundation funding in a vibrant 
show-and-tell children’s sermon, 
prayed through the words of our 
sister church in Cuba, worshiped 
under music leadership from the 
Herring Choral Scholars, and 
contemplated Scripture directing 
us to serve our neighbors. We 
received many “thank you” notes 
from participating organizations, 
including one person who shared 
that she had “never felt such 
peace” in a worship service. 
We also enjoyed a MidWeek 

Fellowship centered around 
community care with an interview 
with the Mere Christianity Forum, 
a recipient organization at Furman 
University dedicated to spiritual 
and vocational formation of 
college students. 

The First Baptist Foundation 
does more than fund community 
mission work. Your contributions 
also fund church property 
needs, scholarships for higher 
education, the Senior Pastor’s 
Creative Ministry Fund, the First 
Baptist Day School, leadership 
development for church staff, and 
youth mission programs.

There are many ways to connect 
with the First Baptist Foundation. 
You can volunteer with a church 
committee that receives support 
from the foundation, serve on the 
Board of Trustees or make a gift. 
Almost any asset can be used to 
fund a gift: cash, stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds, real estate, or life 
insurance, to name a few. A gift of 
any amount will help ensure the 
FBG missions and ministries are 
supported in perpetuity.

For even more information, please 
visit firstbaptistgreenville.com/give 
or contact the church financial 
office. 

—Eleanor Dunlap,  
Chair, FBG Foundation

This four-part series is for 
guests, visitors and newer 
members who want a broad 
overview of the life of the 

church, as well as a way to get answers to more specific 
questions. In addition, this is a great way to meet other 
newcomers, as there will be plenty of opportunity for 
dialogue and informal conversation as we cover the topics 
listed below. We will meet in the Parlor (third floor, off the 
rotunda stairwell) on Wednesday evenings, 6:00-7:00pm. 
For more information about this class, contact me at  
matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

—Matt
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Small Group Option for Newcomers

Foundation Sunday 2022 Highlights

Wednesdays in the Parlor this Spring,  
6:00-7:00pm, childcare provided

March 9: “Being Baptist at First Baptist”— 
What does it mean to be a Baptist church?

March 16: “Navigating First Baptist”— 
The campus, community groups, ministries and 

staff, and the website 
March 30: “God at Work at First Baptist”— 

History of big decisions and how they happened
April 6: “Church Life at First Baptist”— 
Serving, volunteering and membership



Wednesday Night Supper
Make your reservations by noon 
on Monday. Menus and reservation 
information are available here: https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-
at-first/

March 9
Adult: Salad, Hamburger Steaks w/
Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Seasoned 
Green Beans, Dinner Rolls, Dessert

Child: Hamburger Sliders, French Fries, 
Fruit, Cookie

March 16
Adult: Parmesan Encrusted Pork 

Tenderloin, Roasted Potatoes, 
Seasoned Green Beans, Salad, Roll, 

Dessert
Child: Grilled Cheese, Tater Tots, Fries, 

Fruit, Cookie
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open  
  (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
  Music and Missions   
  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship 
  (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room) TH
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 3/7

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
3/8 10:45am Holy Rollers to   
   Lighthouse Restaurant (Enoree  
   at 11:00am)
3/9 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:00pm First Baptist 101: Being  
   Baptist at First Baptist (Parlor)
 6:15pm MidWeek   
   Fellowship: When I Survey the  
   Cross: Preaching the Cross  
   with Jim Dant
3/11 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and  
   More (Fellowship Hall)
3/13 10:30am Second Sunday  
   in Lent, Youth Sunday Worship  
  Service (Sanctuary) with   
  Proclaimer Jim Dant
 11:30am-1:30pm Children’s  
   Ministry Event: Bring Your  
   Bike to Church Day
3/16 11:00am Roadrunners to Timm’s  
   Mill and Lunch at Sweet P’s
 3:00-7:00pm Hate Ends Now  
   Cattle Car Tour
  Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:00pm First Baptist 101:   
   Navigating First Baptist (Parlor)

3/16  6:15pm MidWeek   
   Fellowship: When I Survey the  
   Cross: History of the Cross  
   with Jim Dant
3/20  10:30am Third Sunday in  
   Lent Worship Service   
   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer  
   Jim Dant
3/23 No Wednesdays at First Activities
3/27  10:30am Fourth Sunday in  
   Lent Worship Service with  
   Proclaimer Jim Dant
 5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends   
   Community Group (Fellowship  
   Hall)
3/30 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:00pm First Baptist 101: God at  
   Work at First Baptist (Parlor)
  6:15pm MidWeek   
   Fellowship: When I Survey the  
   Cross: The Positive Side of  
   Atonement at the Cross with  
   Jim Dant
4/3  10:30am Fifth Sunday in  
   Lent Worship Service   
   (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer  
   Jim Dant
 11:30am-1:45pm Children’s  
   Ministry Event: Roller Skating  
   in the FBG Practice Gym
4/6 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:00pm First Baptist 101: Church  
   Life at First Baptist (Parlor)

Financial Needs as of 3/5
$501,921

Receipts as of 2/28
$398,884

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
March 7-13
Matt Rollins 

864-346-0971 (m)
March 14-20

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 

864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the 

number “199” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Hospital
There are no hospitalized church 
members of whom the Pastoral Care 
Ministry is aware.

Rehab
Brenda Ballard, Gerry Benston, Claudia 
Caldwell, Steve Luck, Nina Martin

Sympathy
…to Paula Wynn and family in the death 
of her step-mother.
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