The

BRANCH
January 10, 2022

WORSHIP
Sunday, January 16
10:30am
Fellowship Hall and via FBG Website,
Facebook and Radio
Baptism and Communion
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: Are You Joking?
Scripture: John 2:1-11

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
If you would like to place flowers in our
Sanctuary for worship, please contact
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or
233-2527 ext. 128.

Access FBG Website here:
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
Access Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here:
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM
If you are having trouble viewing this
stream or have had trouble in the
past, please email
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
Include your name, email and
description of your problem. Thank
you for your continued support.
—Will D.

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and
Fitness Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,
8:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday and Friday,
8:00am-2:00pm

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

This coming Sunday we will
celebrate communion. I’m not
sure how many hundreds of times
I’ve spoken the sacred words of
institution. Every phrase…every
word…almost every syllable is
ripe with meaning. Today, I’m
enamored by the implications of
proximity in these words. “This is
my body and blood (I’m always
right here with you)” and “…you
proclaim my death until I come
again (I’m not here).” We know
what it is like to hold both things
at once—God’s presence and
God’s seeming absence, God’s
closeness and God’s distance. We
understand proximity.
I’ve been granted a sabbatical
by our Personnel Committee for
2022. My original plans were to be
absent from you this Summer, but
the ever-present COVID-19 factor
caused conference schedules to
shift. I will be taking sabbatical this
year from January 22 to February
25. My last sabbatical—four years
ago—was focused on rest.

This sabbatical is primarily focused
on study. The first three weeks will
be an immersion in Eastern faith
traditions and their contribution
to spiritual, mental and physical
therapeutic method. The last
two weeks will be a study of the
Hebrew text of the Psalms guided
by the words and work of Dr.
Robert Alter, professor of Hebrew
and Comparative Literature at
University of California, Berkeley,
and for fun, I’ll be practicing
my bass guitar daily under the
instruction of Riley Hagan. I
promise I’ll continue to exercise,
eat right, and add enough rest
to the routine to take care of my
heart. In my absence, you will
have the opportunity to hear some
excellent sermons from local
ministers: Rabbi Sam Rose, Rev.
Dr. Matt King, Rev. Jennifer Fouse
Sheorn, Rev. Susan Crowley, and
Rev. Michael Schnatterly. (more
about them next week)
Proximity is on my mind this
morning. I will be absent from
you for a few weeks, but I hope
my prayerful presence will be felt.
I trust I will feel your prayerful
presence while I am away.
—Jim

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has in-person worship on Sundays at 10:30am. Services
take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. Please enter free of
COVID-19 symptoms.

A Workshop for Spiritual Writing
SEE

WITH ADRIENNE BURRIS, FACILITATOR
Does the thought
of being asked
to write for Lent
or Advent strike
terror into your
heart? Next to
speaking, reading
or praying during
worship, nothing has the potential to do so more than
being asked to submit a piece of original writing for
one of our two excellent annual devotional booklets.
Writing is not an easy art form in the first place, and
crafting personal, spiritual devotionals for the entire
church’s benefit can seem all the more daunting. Our
Spiritual Enrichment Event series takes a secular
interest, such as writing, and examines the space
where it intersects with faith and spirituality. If you
are interested in gaining confidence in your writing
while spending time reflecting on how it can enhance
and inform your faith journey, I hope you will consider

joining us on January 15 for a spiritual writing
workshop, led by our very own Adrienne Burris.
Adrienne, in addition to teaching ARMES Creative
Writing at the Fine Arts Center, was the Founding
Director of Greenville Wordsmiths, an award-winning
nonprofit organization empowering reluctant writers
and children with special needs to identify as authors.
She and her husband, Ben, are members of the LINK
Sunday School Class and have two children.
Saturday, January 15, in the Fellowship Hall
$20 per person, includes lunch
9:30am-Check in, coffee, name tags
10:00am—Session I
Break
11:00am-Session II
12:00noon—Lunch and Conversation
To reserve your spot or for more information, email
me at matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
—Matt

MISSIONS

Jasmine Road: January Focus on Missions
Though many women wish to
escape cycles of sexual exploitation,
there is often no clear, safe path
forward that provides the guidance
and resources they may need to
restart their lives on a different
path. To help women overcome
such obstacles, the non-profit
organization Jasmine Road (https://
www.jasmineroad.org/) has
established a two-year residential
program that helps women in
Greenville who are caught in such
traumatic situations. The success of

their program has largely hinged on
a multifaceted approach, including
care for clients’ mental, physical
and spiritual health, as well as
education and training for finding a
new direction in life. Part of Jasmine
Road’s fundraising comes from
these very programs: the women of
Jasmine Road sell handmade gifts,
like candles and jewelry, and run
the tasty lunch restaurant known as
Jasmine Kitchen.
Despite the success of these
endeavors, Jasmine Road also
seeks support from neighboring
organizations in the community to
help keep their services available to
all who may need them. Therefore,
throughout the month of January,
our church is going to help collect
the following frequently-needed
items for Jasmine Road:

• Feminine Hygiene Products
(Preferred Brands—Tampax®
Pearl Super and Playtex® Sport
Super Tampons; Always® Pads)
• Trash Bags
• Swiffer® Sweeper Wet Mopping
Pad Refills
• Swiffer® Duster Refills
• Lysol® Cleaning Wipes
• Windex®
If you wish to donate any of the
supplies listed above, we’d ask that
you bring these items to the church
Reception Area any time throughout
the month, Monday-Friday (9am5pm) or Sunday morning.
Please contact Laura Stout (laura.
stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com)
with any questions.
—Kate Anderson, Missions and
Affiliations Committee

It is rare to see a Media and
Technology (Tech Ops) article in
The Branch. When you see one,
I’m usually telling you about a big
change coming to FBG streaming
or some technology change within
the church. This time there are no
changes, but I have two important
messages.
The first is a sincere thank you. Over
the last two years, the Tech Ops
Team at First Baptist Greenville has
been here to bring worship into your
homes and provide a welcoming
and meaningful worship in the
Sanctuary. These volunteers work

Enjoy these pictures from Christmas
activities enjoyed by our children
and youth.

The second part is an invitation.
The Tech Ops Team is looking to
add new volunteers to its roster.
Experience in audio and video is not
a requirement, but it never hurts.
Volunteers will go through training
on all the technology that is used on
a regular basis in the Sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall and will learn to be
proficient with all positions on the
Tech Ops Team. If you are interested
in joining this awesome group,
please give me a call (233-2527
ext. 112) or send me an email (will.
dodson@firstbaptistgreenville.com).
—Will

CHURCH LIFE

Holiday
Sightings

hard on Sundays and Wednesdays
and at special events to bring you
an experience for which we as a
team are very proud. The Sound
Ops Team is Randy Childers,
Reed Wilson, Mike Fuller, Stewart
Caldwell, John Jones and Brown
Miller. The Broadcast Team is
Peyton Mills, Austin Rabon, Rob
Bailey, Will Bailey, Christopher
Matthews, Preston Davis and Colin
Dorroh. It has been a pleasure
to lead this team of wonderful
volunteers, and I hope you will show
your appreciation to them the next
time you see them.

MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY

Message from Media and Technology

indicates worship experiences
broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time

		 (AYMC Terrace Level)

4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open
		
(Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s
		 Music and Missions 		
		 (C300 and B400 halls)

6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study		
		 (AYMC Terrace Level)

6:15-7:00pm

MidWeek Fellowship

1/30 2:00-3:30pm Children’s Ministry
		 Event: Family Hike at Paris
		Mountain
4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
		Room)

5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live
		 for Youth (AYMC)
5:00pm LGBTQ Community
		 Group (Fellowship Hall)

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

		 (Choir Room)

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

(Fellowship Hall) January/
February Series: Eight Ways
to Start Over with Camille
Loomis Rehnborg

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

		
		
		
		

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

1/12 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/15 9:30am-Noon SEE: A Workshop
		 for Spiritual Writing—Adrienne
		 Burris, Facilitator
1/16
10:30am Second Sunday
		 after Epiphany Worship Service
		
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim
		 Dant, including the ordinances
		 of baptism and communion
1/17 Church offices closed in 		
		 observance of Martin Luther
		 King Jr. Day.
1/19 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/21-22 All Youth Winter Retreat
1/23
10:30am Third Sunday after
		 Epiphany Worship Service
		
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Sam
		 Rose, including deacon 		
		 ordination and installation
4:00pm Second Chances: Craig
		 Price in Recital (Sanctuary)
1/26 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/30
10:30am Fourth Sunday
		 after Epiphany Worship Service
		
(Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Matt
		King

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events
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LIVING GENEROUSLY
Financial Needs as of 12/31
$2,800,000
Receipts as of 12/31
$2,916,117
Lula Whilden Offering
Goal: $100,000
Receipts as of 12/31
$86,704

Care List

Care List as of Morning, 1/10
Hospital
Robert H. Bernier

Rehab

Barbara Alexander, Brenda Ballard,
Claudia Caldwell, Sue Skarupa

Discharged

Dottie Bryan, Gerry Batson

Sympathy

Pastoral Care

On Call Nights and Weekends
January 10-16
Matt Rollins
864-346-0971 (m)

January 17-23
Jim Dant

478-737-7298 (m)

If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office, 864233-2527, and leave a message
by pressing the number “199” for
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

…to Dianne Bryant and family in the
death of her niece.
…to Jim Puryear and family in the death
of his brother.
…to Henry Watkins and family in the
death of his sister.

Friday Bible Study
January 21—April 1, 10:00-11:30am
Lower Level of AYMC and Via Zoom
Facilitated by Michelle McClendon
Second half of “So You Wanna Go Back
to Egypt?” A Study of Exodus
Register: beckybouton@gmail.com
Cost: $50 per person
Contact michellemc216@gmail.com

Wednesday Night
Supper
Meal reservations required by noon on
the Monday prior by visiting the church
website or calling the church office.
Permanent reservations for 2021-22
available. Serving lines open 4:456:00pm. https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/
January 12
Adult: Salad, Parmesan Encrusted
Pork Tenderloin, Roasted Potatoes,
Seasoned Green Beans, Dinner Roll,
Dessert
Child: Grilled Cheese, Tater Tots, Fruit,
Cookie

Pianists Needed
Pianists needed to play once each
month for Preschool Worship, a 20
minute service held weekly in Carpenter
Chapel after the children’s sermon in the
Sanctuary. Our repertoire is only about
five songs. Please contact Juli Morrow
at 864.370.2522 X 117 or juli.morrow@
firstbaptistgreenville.com
to volunteer.

