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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

Carson, Laura, Anna, Tina, 
Jonathan, Rick, Lita, Jessica, 
Lynn, Michael, Frank, Karen 
and many more field personnel 
(missionaries) in many more 
countries and regions of the 
United States got paid in 2021. 
Not only did they receive salaries, 
but some received additional 
funds from First Baptist Greenville 
to aid in their programming needs. 
I’ve already received ‘end of year 
thank-you notes’ from: Baptist 
World Alliance, the Alliance of 
Baptists, several Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship Agencies, 
United Ministries, local counseling 
services, and a host of other local 
service organizations. Each of 
these centers for ministry were 
able to accomplish their good 
work with promised funds from 
First Baptist Greenville. 

The employees of our church did 
not miss a paycheck: ministers, 
administrative staff, facilities staff, 
AYMC staff, Day School staff, 
police officers, and a host of other 

Sunday, January 9
10:30am

Fellowship Hall and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Just Water, Please 
Scripture: Luke 3:15-22

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

If you would like to place flowers in our 
Sanctuary for worship, please contact 
Kimberly Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or  
233-2527 ext. 128.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing this 
stream or have had trouble in the 

past, please email  
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Include your name, email and 

description of your problem. Thank 
you for your continued support.

—Will D.

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and  

Fitness Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday,  

8:00am-2:00pm
continued on page 4

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has in-person worship on Sundays at 10:30am. Services 
take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. Please enter free of 

COVID-19 symptoms. 

servants. All salaries and benefits 
were fully funded.

In addition to regular ministries 
and methods, we were able to 
creatively shape and improvise 
new ministries for our church 
and community. When COVID-19 
prevented homeless families from 
using our church for shelter, we 
easily afforded hotel rooms and 
off campus meals. When outdoor 
programming was necessary due 
to the pandemic, we were able to 
celebrate Easter and hunt eggs 
at Fluor Field. Monetary scarcity 
never kept us from accomplishing 
the ministry needed. 

While it may seem mundane to 
some, we were able to replace a 
cooling tower this past year, fund 
the roofing of several buildings 
on our facility, upgrade technical 
equipment to increase our 
broadcast capabilities, and begin 
work on the expansion of the 
columbarium. Our property has 
been shown good care. 

How did all this happen? For the 
eighth budget cycle in a row—
eight years in a row—your gifts 
exceeded the Mission and Ministry 
Plan budget. Your generosity has 
ensured that space has been 

http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com


During the pandemic-
related closures last year, 
it was no fun to be told 
to stay home, to “self-
isolate,” and to give up 
the freedom we had to 
go anywhere we pleased, 
but that was just a taste 
of the adjustment many 

of our members have had to make due to injuries, 
illnesses or disabilities. Those who are no longer able 
to come to church were only more isolated when the 
pandemic prevented others from visiting them! 

We want to make every effort to let these folks know 
that we still “see” them, love them, and care how 
they are—especially during the holidays! This year, 
the Congregational Care Team, with some help from 
our children, created some seventy Advent Gift Bags 
for them, and the church staff happily delivered them. 

In many cases, we’ve been able to enjoy the kind of 
in-person visits that were not allowed a year ago, and 
these have been joyful reunions—even with masks 
on! There is just no substitute for that eye contact, 
that familiar voice, and that sacred space we enter 
when we know we are really being heard and valued!

Please join the staff this season in finding your 
own way to reach out with a phone call or card 
to the precious people you have not seen in a 
while and “make real” some expression of love for 
them. Consider it an expression of gratitude for the 
way God “made real” God’s love for us that first 
Christmas.

We need human contact like plants need sunlight! 
Here’s a bonus that is somehow still a secret in our 
self-centered world: to be a blessing to others is to 
be blessed in return! 

—Kyle
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Christmas Made Real

It’s January, which means we 
are inundated with messages 
on starting fresh, building new 
and improved diet and exercise 
regimens and making plans to 
meet all our new goals, but let’s be 
honest—January is a strange time 
to make great plans. Do any of us 
really feel inspired to start over when 
the weather is stuck between “wet, 
gray sweater” and “pewter slush”? 
How are we supposed to start fresh 

when the sun sets at 2pm? Humans 
are nothing if not optimistic! 

Despite our best intentions, new 
beginnings are hardly ever tidy 
or easy. The biblical story is no 
different! Beginning this Wednesday, 
January 5, join us for an 8-week 
MidWeek Fellowship series called 
“Eight Ways to Start Over.” We’ll 
look at eight stories from the 
Bible of folks figuring out new 

beginnings—from accepting a 
new identity, to rebuilding after a 
disaster, to choosing to love again 
after great loss. What could Noah 
and his family teach FEMA? How 
did the disciples start over after 
Jesus left for good? Starting over 
can be painful and beautiful. Let’s 
start another year together, facing it 
all with humor and hope.  

—Camille

Eight Ways to Start Over
JANUARY/FEBRUARY MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP SERIES

IF YOU PLAY PIANO, WE NEED YOU!!!

Would you like to be involved in a very special ministry to the preschoolers of our church? Each Sunday 
morning after the children’s sermon in the Sanctuary, we have Preschool Worship for our four- and five-year-
olds in Carpenter Chapel. The service (about 20 minutes) is led by Dr. Helen Lee Turner. Part of the service is, 
of course, music. Currently, we need pianists who can play once a month for this service. Our repertoire is very 
limited, only about five songs. If you could help in this way, please contact Juli Morrow at 864.370.2522 X 117 
or juli.morrow@firstbaptistgreenville.com.  



Happy New Year! May you receive the words of these blessings from world faiths as a new 
beginning dawns. Psst…I included some of my favorites from last year’s article!

—Camille
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Enrollment for the 2022-2023 
school year for First Baptist 
Church members will be held 
January 23 through January 
30, 2022. To enroll children 
ages eight weeks through 
toddlers who turn 2 years old 
after September 1, 2022, pick 
up enrollment materials on 
the table in the Infant/Toddler 
Hallway. The enrollment card 

and $200 enrollment fee must be returned during that 
week to secure a placement. For more information, 

contact Rosemary New at 370-2515 or rosemary.new@
firstbaptistgreenville.com. 

To enroll children turning two years old prior to 
September 1, 2022 through age five, enrollment 
packets will be available in the office (Room B316) 
beginning January 19.  Enrollment packages and the 
$200 enrollment fee must be received in the office by 
January 30 to secure a placement. Contact me at 271-
2613 or dewanda.martin@firstbaptistgreenville.com with 
questions.  

—Dewanda

Enrollment for First Baptist Day School—2022-2023

FBDS
New Year 
Blessings

Creator God, who made this day 
new

with the dawn rising over the wet 
landscape

renewed by your life-giving rain. 
Merciful God, who makes each day 
new

when we can confess our 
humanness

and be forgiven.
Holy God, whom alone we worship
on this first day of this new year.
Infuse us with your hope.
Infuse us with your endless love.
Infuse us with your justice so
it may rain down from the heavens
on all those whom we meet.

—excerpt from “New Year’s Day 
Prayer,” Rev. Erin Thomas, PCUSA

We pray to God to eradicate 
all the misery in the world, that 
understanding triumph over 
ignorance, that generosity triumph 
over contempt, and that truth 
triumph over falsehood.

—Zoroastrian Prayer for Peace

O Allah, place light in my heart, light 
in my tongue, light in my hearing, 
light in my sight, light behind me, 
light in front of me, light on my 
right, light on my left, light above 
me and light below me; 

Place light in my sinew, in my flesh, 
in my blood, in my hair and in my 
skin; 

Place light in my soul and make light 
abundant for me; 

Make me light and grant me light.
—Prophet Muhammad

In peace let us pray to the Lord. For 
the peace that is from above, and 
for the salvation of our souls: For the 
peace of the whole world; for the 
welfare of God’s Holy Churches, and 
for the union of all. 

—excerpt from Greek Orthodox 
Office of Thanksgiving at the New 

Year

May the Great Mystery
make sunrise in your heart.

—Sioux Indian saying

Eternal God, You gave us the 
greatest gift: the gift of life. In the 
coming year, help us use it wisely. 
May we grow in generosity, kindness 
and forgiveness, hope, faith and 
love. Amen. 

—Rabbi Evan Moffic

God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whose years never fail 
and whose mercies are new each 
returning day: let the radiance of 
your Spirit renew our lives, warming 
our hearts and giving light to our 
minds, that we may pass into the 
new year in joyful obedience and 
firm faith; through him who is the 
beginning and the end, your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

—Collect for Feast of the Holy 
Name (Dec 31), Episcopal Book of 

Common Prayer

(Inhale) The world demands much of 
me. (Exhale) Give me the courage to 
be still.

—Cole Arthur Riley, “Breath Prayer 
for Advent”

mailto:rosemary.new@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:rosemary.new@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:dewanda.martin@firstbaptistgreenville.com


Wednesday Night Supper
Resumes January 5. 
Menus and reservation 
information are available 

here: https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/wednesdays-at-first/

January 5
Adult: Herb Roasted Chicken OR 

Ham Steak, Mashed Red Potatoes, 
Roasted Vegetables, Salad, Dessert
Child: Fruit, Chicken Tenders, Tater 

Tots, Cookie

847 C
leveland Street,  

G
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arolina 29601-4495 
(864) 233-2527  w

w
w

.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open  
  (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
  Music and Missions   
  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship 
  (Fellowship Hall) January/ 
  February Series: Eight Ways  
  to Start Over with Camille  
  Loomis Rehnborg
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 1/4LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
1/5 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/9 10:30am Baptism of the  
  Lord Sunday Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer  
  Jim Dant, including ordinance  
  of baptism
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live  
  for Youth (AYMC)
1/12 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/15 9:30am-Noon SEE: A Workshop  
  for Spiritual Writing—Adrienne  
  Burris, Facilitator
1/16 10:30am Second Sunday  
  after Epiphany Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim  
  Dant, including the ordinances  
  of baptism and communion
1/17 Church offices closed in   
  observance of Martin Luther  
  King Jr. Day.
1/19 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/21-22 All Youth Winter Retreat
1/23 10:30am Third Sunday after  
  Epiphany Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Sam  
  Rose, including deacon   
  ordination and installation

Financial Needs as of 12/31
$2,800,000

Receipts as of 12/31
$2,828,627

Lula Whilden Offering
Goal: $100,000

Receipts as of 12/31
$81,941

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

January 4-6
Kyle Matthews

864-551-0829 (m)
January 7-9
Frank Smith

864-268-3890 (h)
January 10-16

Matt Rollins
864-346-0971 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 

Church Office, 864-233-2527, and leave 
a message by pressing the number 

“199” for “Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Hospital
Robert H. Bernier, Will Mayers

Rehab
Barbara Alexander, Brenda Ballard, 
Claudia Caldwell

Discharged
Gerry Benston, Johnny Flynn, Tom 
Maddox

Sympathy
…to the family of Frank Elmore.
…to the family of Maude Maddox.
…to the family of Charles Atkinson.
…to Bill Goodlett and family in the death 
of his wife.

Rustlings, continued from page 1

1/23 4:00pm Second Chances: Craig  
  Price in Recital (Sanctuary) 
1/26 Wednesdays at First Activities
1/30 10:30am Fourth Sunday  
  after Epiphany Worship Service  
  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Matt  
  King
 2:00-3:30pm Children’s Ministry  
  Event: Family Hike at Paris  
  Mountain
 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live  
  for Youth (AYMC)

created for God to do God’s work 
throughout our community and 
world. I’m not sure what to say, 
except…thank you…and maybe, 
WOW! May the generosity and 
commitment continue as we face 
a new year together.

—Jim

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
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