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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

In 1994, the British romantic 
comedy Four Weddings and a 
Funeral hit American cinema 
screens. Starring Andie MacDowell, 
Hugh Grant and a few other celebs, 
the movie follows the ups and 
downs of love and life over a short 
period of time in which…well…four 
weddings and a funeral occur.

In 2021, we were not able to gather 
for holiday traditions at First Baptist 
Greenville. To the best of our ability, 
we crammed the elements of 
multiple Advent/Christmas services 
all into one luminary drive-through 
on the church campus. The night 
was filled with communion, song, 
kites for kids, a live nativity, and 
lots of candles. This year we are 
gathering again—hallelujah—on two 
nights and a morning…instead of 
four weddings and a funeral.

On Tuesday evening, December 
21, we will gather in Carpenter 
Chapel at 6:30pm for the Longest 
Night Service. Led by our pastoral 
care ministers, we will hold the 
hardest moments of 2021 in our 
prayers, songs and meditation. If 

Sunday, December 26
10:30am

Fellowship Hall and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio

First Sunday of Christmas
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: The Gifts We Receive 
Scripture: Luke 2:21-24

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir

Advent Devotional Booklets are 
available at the Reception Desk. 

Sunday, January 2, 2022
10:30am

Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio

Epiphany Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Light from Other Lamps 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

The Branch is taking a vacation until 
January 3, 2022. Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 

10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. 

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 

Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-

2:00pm

you’ve experienced grief this year, I 
encourage you to attend. If you’ve 
been free of grief this year, come be 
a healing presence for your friends.

On Friday evening, December 24, 
at 5:00pm, we will gather in the 
sanctuary for a Christmas Eve 
Communion Service. Carols will be 
sung, communion will be served, 
prayers will be prayed, the children 
will gather for a sermon and a 
special Christmas gift, and—the 
highlight of the evening—the Christ 
Candle will be lit. Attendance at 
this service has grown year by year 
(except for during Covid-19). Bring 
your family and invite your friends to 
this celebration of a most holy night.

Finally, on Sunday morning, 
December 26, we will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall for a continental 
breakfast at 9:30am (no charge) 
and worship around the piano at 
10:30am. We are encouraging 
worshipers to dress ‘casual’ and—if 
you wish—bring a gift you received 
for Christmas. We will be ‘sharing 
our gifts’ during this service, a 
Christmastide show-and-tell. I 
look forward to seeing the gifts our 
children and adults choose to share! 

It feels good to gather again for two 
nights and a morning!

—Jim

http://vimeo.com/showcase/advent2021
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
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Members of our congregation provided the beautiful poinsettias 
displayed in our Sanctuary. Poinsettia Dedications

One poinsettia is given
…by Prudence Taylor.
…in loving memory of Teresa Gray 
by her husband, David Gray.
…by Johnny and Phyllis Flynn in 
memory of their parents, John and 
Madelyn Flynn and Ed and Nora 
Barnhill.
…in memory of beloved mother, wife 
and lola (grandmother), Rosanna 
Milford, by her family.
…by the family of Sylvia Milford in 
memory of their beloved mother and 
grandmother.
…in memory of Rusty Simmons 
by Donny Simmons and Sandra 
Funderburk.
…in loving memory of Jean and 
Arthur Coogler by Darlene and 
Steve Coogler.
…by Darlene and Steve Coogler in 
loving memory of Barbara Ballew.
…in memory of Sandra Corder is 
given by Darrell Corder. 
…by Darrell Corder in memory of 
Stephanie Corder. 
…in memory of Carey Corder by 
Darrell Corder.
…in memory of Ruthann Scaringi by 
her mother, Evelyn Scaringi.
…by Marie and Skip Hall in memory 
of Fran Jones and in honor of Mark 
Jones.
…in loving memory of Ned and 
Marie Clay by their children and 
grandchildren.
…by Pamela Davis in memory of 
Debbie Davis.
…in honor of Jean Linville by her 
children, Beth and Jeff Linville.
…by Jack and Liz Higdon in 
memory of Glenn Shelby, Liz’s 
brother.
…in memory of Larkin and Jean 
Bruce by Thomas Bruce.
…in memory of Dan Batson by his 
wife, Gerry, and his daughters and 
granddaughters.

…by Deb Willingham in memory of 
Mary Frances and Ben Willingham.
…in honor of Anne and Wayne 
Weaver by their niece, Deb 
Willingham.
…by Deb Willingham in loving 
memory of Benje Willingham.
…in memory of Helen and Frank 
Ulmer by Margaret Ulmer.
…in loving memory of precious 
mother and nanee, Margaret Baker 
Bell, by her family.
…by Betty and Gene Morin in honor 
of Mary Beth Duty.
…by Rhett and Sarah McCraw in 
memory of Frank and Dorothy Kelly.
…by Rhett and Sarah McCraw 
in memory of Buddy and Mildred 
McCraw.
…in honor of Eric R. Daniel by his 
mother, Gail House.
…by Gail House in memory of her 
husband, Thomas Edward House, 
MD.
…in honor of Brad Easterling and 
family by his Aunt Carol.
…by the Hope Sunday School Class 
in honor of Lee and Pat Counts.
…in loving memory of Jerry 
Wylie Sr. by his wife, Mary; his 
children and their spouses; and his 
grandchildren. 
…in loving memory of Bill Jett 
by his wife, Judy; his daughter, 
Amy; his son-in-law, Jerry; and his 
grandsons, Justin and Jacob. 
…in memory of Carolyn and Jim 
Fayssoux by Jim and Martha 
Fayssoux and children.
…in memory of Susan Oliver by her 
daughter, Mary Jo Dorogi.
…by Lib Hunter in memory of Bill 
Hunter.
…in loving memory of Freddi Jo 
Foster by her husband, Skip Foster, 
and her family. 
…in loving memory of Henry and 
Ruth Little by their family.

…by John and Martha Burwell in 
loving memory of Armistead and 
Kay Burwell.
…in loving memory of S. Carroll 
Brady by John and Martha Burwell.
…by Bert and Nancy Strange in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. 
Strange.
…in memory of Mary Chester (Chet) 
Gabrels by Nancy Strange, Laura 
Gabrels and Anne Peterson.
…by Malcolm, Milly, Max and Emily 
in honor of Jane Isley.
…in memory of Big Max by 
Malcolm, Milly, little Max and Emily.
…by Malcolm, Milly, Max and Emily 
in memory of Lois and Jack Tyson.
…in memory of Newt Stall by 
Mareon Stall and her family.
…by Eleanor and Billy Dunlap in 
honor of Pat Dunlap.
…in honor of Mareon Stall by 
Eleanor and Billy Dunlap.
…in memory of Bill Dunlap by his 
family.
…by Carrie, Eleanor and Wade in 
memory of Wade H. Bryant.
…by Sarah Barton Hipps in memory 
of her parents, Henry and Sarah 
Barton.
…in memory of Brittany Langley 
Lawson by Courtney and Sean 
Hartness.
…by Courtney and Sean Hartness in 
memory of Tom and Edna Hartness.
…in memory of Louise Pittman 
Surett by Courtney and Sean 
Hartness.
Two poinsettias are given
…by Ralph and Becky Bouton in 
memory of their parents, Frances 
and Bill Bouton and Blanche and Bill 
Carpenter.
…by John and Carole Austin 
and children and Jim and Martha 
Fayssoux and children in memory of 
Helen and Erwin Austin.

continued on page 3
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For nearly 30 years, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
of South Carolina (CBFSC) has been investing in 
missions around our state. CBFSC achieves its mission 
commitments through innovative long-term partnership 
commitments, collaborative annual mission grants, 
and equipping the local church with project grants. 
Covenant Partners of CBFSC are Metanoia in North 
Charleston, Palmetto Works in Conway, Koinonia in 
Columbia, and Carolina Immigrant Alliance in Rock Hill. 
Annual grants represent organizations around the state 
in locations such as Greenville, Greenwood, Clinton, 
Bamberg, Denmark, Orangeburg and Calhoun, as well 
as supporting the advocacy work of the South Carolina 
Christian Action Council.

The annual mission offering for CBFSC is named for 
First Baptist Greenville’s very own Beverly Greer, who 
served for many years as the state Missions Coordinator 
and helped nurture some of the successful ministry 

efforts which are flourishing today. The incredible work 
of CBFSC reminds us that field personnel don’t just 
exist halfway around the world. There are dedicated 
individuals and organizations working right here in our 
own communities to live out the message of God’s love. 
As CBFSC is a direct beneficiary of the Lula Whilden 
World Missions Offering, portions of all donations 
stay right here in South Carolina and in Greenville. 
These local efforts are combined with the national and 
international work of CBF and the Alliance of Baptists, 
making our offerings 
reach around 
the globe. As we 
celebrate Lula 
Whilden, please remember to include this important 
offering in your year-end giving. It does make a 
difference near and far! 

—Laura

Missions Far and Near
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Happy 
Birthday!
Please remember 
these members of 
our congregation 
celebrating a 
birthday in January 
who are not always 
able to be out and 
about:

January 2
Bob Mace (94)
284 Henderson Road
Greenville, SC 29607

January 3
Ethel Martin (97)
301 Aberdare Lane
Greenville, SC 29615

January 14
John Curry
12 Park Avenue
Travelers Rest, SC 29690

January 19
Carolyn Godsey
Still Hopes Episcopal
7403 Still Hopes Drive
West Columbia, SC 29169

January 21
Keeter Horton (90)
Cascades
2 Fountainview Terrace
#102
Greenville, SC 29607

…by Tom and Sherry Atkinson 
in memory of their parents, Ben 
and Louise Atkinson and Floyd 
and Genie Jones.
…in memory of Wayne R. Davis 
by Betty Davis.
…by Julie Cline in memory of 
her parents, Richard C. Burts Jr. 
and Annamarie Burts.
…in memory of Gerald Stroud 
by Lois, Ginny, Stephen, and 
David Stroud and their families.

January 24
Joanne McCoy
The Blake at 

Hollingsworth Park
360 Woodruff Road
Apt. 241
Greenville, SC 29607

January 27
Genevieve Manly (97)
154 Riverplace
Unit 502
Greenville, SC 29601

Poinsettia Dedications 
    continued from page 2

Three poinsettias are given
…by Sandra Funderburk, Suzy 
Harrison Jaby Funderburk and Jon 
Funderburk in memory of Oscar 
Funderburk Jr., Grace and Bernard 
Simmons, and Ruth and Oscar 
Funderburk Sr.
Four poinsettias are given
…in honor and memory of Betsy Bob 
and Earl Miles by the children and 
family, Candace Adeimy, Mary Beth 
Stoudenmire and David Miles.

…by Candace Miles Adeimy and 
family in honor and memory of Marie 
and Ned Clay.
Eight poinsettias are given:
…in loving memory of Max Kennedy 
by his wife, Gwen Kennedy, and his 
daughters and their families: Carole 
and Rick Flaspoelher with Grace and 
Ben; and Lara Mayers with Kennedy 
and Will.



Wednesday Night Supper
Resumes January 5. Make 
your reservations by noon 
on Monday. Menus and 

reservation information are available 
here: https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm	 Youth Hang Time  
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
4:45-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines Open 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
		  Music and Missions 		
		  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm	 Youth Bible Study		
		  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-7:00pm	 MidWeek Fellowship 
		  (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 	
		  (Choir Room) TH

E BRAN
C

H
 (U

SPS N
o. 597060) is published w

eekly January 
thru Decem

ber (except one w
eek in July and Decem

ber). 
Periodicals postage paid at G

reenville, SC
 29602. PO

STM
ASTER: 

Send address changes to TH
E BRAN

C
H

, 847 C
leveland Street 

G
reenville, SC

 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).  
Kim

berly C
oates, Editor.

Vol. LXII December 20, 2021   No. 50

Care List
Care List as of Morning, 12/20

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
indicates worship experiences 

broadcast via Vimeo and Facebook Live.
12/21	6:30pm  Longest Night Service 	
		  (Carpenter Chapel) Held on a long 	
		  winter night to companion those who 	
		  struggle during the holiday season.
12/23-24  Church offices closed in 		
		  observance of Christmas
12/24	 5:00pm  Christmas Eve 	
		  Worship Service (Sanctuary) with 	
		  Proclaimer Jim Dant Includes 	
		  communion, children’s sermon and 	
		  music.
12/26	9:30am  Church Family Breakfast 	
		  (Fellowship Hall) A complimentary 	
		  continental breakfast before worship. 	
		  Childcare available for ages birth-3yrs.

10:30am  First Sunday of 		
		  Christmas Worship Service 	
		  (Fellowship Hall) with Proclaimer 	
		  Jim Dant
12/27	 Church offices closed in observance 	
		  of Christmas
1/2	 10:30am  Epiphany Sunday 	
		  Worship Service (Sanctuary) 	
		  with Proclaimer Jim Dant
1/3	 Church offices closed in 		
		  observance of New Year’s Day
1/5	 Wednesdays at First Activities

Financial Needs as of 12/18
$2,692,300

Receipts as of 12/14
$2,572,315

Lula Whilden Offering
Goal: $100,000

Receipts as of 12/14
$51,833

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
December 20-26

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)

December 27-January 2
Kyle Matthews 

864-551-0829 (m)
January 3-9
Frank Smith

864-268-3890 (h)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 

please call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, and leave a message 

by pressing the number “199” for 
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Hospital
Robert H. Bernier, Maude Maddox, 
Tom Maddox

Rehab
Barbara Alexander, Brenda Ballard, 
Claudia Caldwell, Maude Maddox

Discharged
Johnny Flynn, Bob Mace

Sympathy
…to Ann Quattlebaum and family in the 
death of her cousin.
…to the family of Floyd Surles.
…to the family of Wally Mullinax.
…to Susan McMeekin and family in the 
death of her father.
…to Charlie Bryan and family in the 
death of his sister.

6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Eight Ways to Start Over with 	
		  Camille Loomis Rehnborg
1/9	 10:30am Baptism of the 	
		  Lord Sunday Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer  
		  Jim Dant, including ordinance 	
		  of baptism
	 4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal  
		  (Choir Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live 	
		  for Youth (AYMC)
1/12	 Wednesdays at First Activities

6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Eight Ways to Start Over with 	
		  Camille Loomis Rehnborg
1/15	 9:30am-Noon  SEE: A Workshop 	
		  for Spiritual Writing—Adrienne 	
		  Burris, Facilitator
1/16	 10:30am Second Sunday 	
		  after Epiphany Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Jim 	
		  Dant, including the ordinance of 	
		  communion
1/17	 Church offices closed in 		
		  observance of Martin Luther 	
		  King Jr. Day.
1/19	 Wednesdays at First Activities

6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Eight Ways to Start Over with 	
		  Camille Loomis Rehnborg
1/21-22	 All Youth Winter Retreat
1/23	 10:30amThird Sunday after 	
		  Epiphany Worship Service 	
		  (Sanctuary) with Proclaimer Sam 	
		  Rose, including deacon 		
	 ordination and installation
1/26	 Wednesdays at First Activities

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/wednesdays-at-first/
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