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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

The Apostle Paul writes these 
words in Romans 12: For even as 
we have many members in one 
body, and all the members don’t 
have the same function, 5so we, 
who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members 
of one another, 6having gifts 
differing according to the grace 
that was given to us: if prophecy, 
let’s prophesy according to the 
proportion of our faith; 7or service, 
let’s give ourselves to service; or he 
who teaches, to his teaching; 8or 
he who exhorts, to his exhorting; 
he who gives, let him do it with 
generosity; he who administers, 
administer with passion; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
This is one of several lists of 
spiritual gifts Paul offers us in 
the New Testament. Other lists 
have other gifts. Some of the 
gifts have historically inspired 
the church—preaching, service 
and teaching. Some of the gifts 
have confounded us and been 
our claimed source of division—
tongues, the interpretation of 
tongues, and healing. Other gifts, 

we tend to ignore. They are so 
commonplace, they hardly seem 
worth celebrating—generosity, 
mercy and the above-mentioned 
administration. On the one hand, 
I’m delighted these gifts have 
integrated themselves into the 
fabric of being human. On the other 
hand, I regret we do not give God’s 
Spirit credit where credit is due. 
This coming Sunday morning, 
November 14, our congregation 
will gather in the Fellowship 
Hall after morning worship for 
our Annual Church Conference. 
During this session, we will focus 
on the administrative work of our 
church. We will receive an update 
on deacon nominations, vote on 
committee nominations, and vote 
on the 2022 Mission and Ministry 
Plan (budget). These reports (and 
the work expended to produce 
them) and these moments (the 
church gathered to affirm them) is 
as much a part of our spirituality 
as hearing a sermon, sharing 
communion, dedicating a baby, 
or bowing for prayer. Gifted 
people—moved by the power of 
Holy Spirit—have carved a path, 
enabling us to serve each other 
and our world in 2022. I’m looking 
forward to this Sunday as we 
celebrate the gift of administration 
together! —Jim

Sunday, November 14
10:30am

Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Rebuild My Church— 
Stability 

Scripture: Mark 13:1-11
Service Choirs: Bell Tower Ringers and 

Sanctuary Choir 

Church Conference and  
Baked Potato Bar

Fellowship Hall following Worship

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
in gratitude and love and in memory 
of lives well-lived, for the blessings 
bestowed on our family, church and 
community through the lives of Ruth 

Reid and Rachel Martin and Charlie and 
Pat Brock by Jay Addison and  

Ryland Brown.
Contact Kimberly at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 ext. 
128 if you would like to place flowers in 

the Sanctuary for a future worship service.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 

10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. 

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 

Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-

2:00pm

mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
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In 2014, SAVER (Sustaining 
and Valuing Earth’s Resources) 
Committee began working with 
community partner organizations 
to develop projects on First Baptist 
Greenville’s lower campus area 
along the Reedy River and Swamp 
Rabbit Trail to demonstrate our 
commitment to environmental 
stewardship, sustainability 
and Creation Care. Since then, 
we obtained grant funding to 
construct the rain garden near 
the ballfields, to treat and remove 
exotic invasive vegetation along 
the river, and to restore riparian 
and floodplain areas with native 
plants. Hundreds of trees 

and shrubs and thousands of 
perennials have been established 
on church property along the river. 
Take a walk on the trail and enjoy 
the beautiful fall colors! Visit the 
kiosk near East Faris Road and 
learn more about the rain garden 
and riparian restoration projects 
and what you can do to help 
protect the river.
SAVER maintains project areas 
and coordinates volunteer 
workdays with partners. Friends 
of the Reedy River, Save Our 
Saluda, and Foothills Paddling 
Club recently joined forces and 
removed almost 70 tires and trash 

from the river and weeded and 
mulched project areas. Stay tuned 
for future volunteer opportunities 
by visiting saveoursaluda.org or 
contact me at 270-7629 or info@
saveoursaluda.org.

—Melanie Ruhlman

On the Trail at First Baptist Greenville

The leaves are changing, and the days are getting 
shorter. That can only mean one thing on college 
campuses—exam season is close at hand! Our 
middle and high schoolers assemble care packages 
for our college students in late November and write 
notes of encouragement. We love hearing about all 
the little “extra” notes and doo-dads they include 
for their older friends! It’s not too late for YOU to 
contribute to our college care packages! We need 
non-perishable snacks and baked goods to include in 
every box. 

Non-perishable donations are due by Sunday, 
November 21. Here are some favorite requests:

Easy Mac, microwavable meals, Rice Krispy® treats, 
pretzels, chips, crackers, gum, candy/suckers (not 
chocolate), fruit snacks, trail mix & popcorn. Please 
be sure these are individually wrapped items, so they 
can be divided into multiple packages.

All snacks are appreciated, but there’s something 
extra about a homemade sweet! Bake an extra 
Thanksgiving tray this Thanksgiving for our college 
students! Donate some baked goodies for our 
college care packages on Sunday, November 28. 
Please drop off donations at the church’s main office 

between 12noon and 2pm. Youth staff will be present 
to accept donations. Please divide your treats into 
sealable Ziploc® baggies with 2-4 items per bag. 

Thank you for bringing exam season cheer to our 
college students!

—Camille

College Care Package Time

http://saveoursaluda.org
mailto:info@saveoursaluda.org
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We had a great crowd for 
this year’s church picnic! 
The beautiful fall weather 
matched the celebrative 
atmosphere. More than 220 
church members and guests 
gathered at the Hartness 
Farm for another year of 
delicious BBQ and banana 
pudding from Henry’s, 
climbing inflatable obstacle 
courses, exploring fire trucks 
with the Boiling Springs 
Fire District, cruising on a 
hayride and jammin’ along to 
tunes from Hot as a Pepper. 
Many thanks to the Picnic 
Committee members who 
made all the fun possible! 

—Camille

Can you believe it? It is only 47 
days until Christmas!! Our Flower 
Guild is scheduling workdays 
to get our worship space and 
exterior of our building festive for 
the season. Orders for wreaths 
and poinsettias have deadlines 
that are quickly approaching. As a 
faith family, we will celebrate the 
symbolism of the decorations in 
our Sanctuary during the Hanging 
of the Green Service on Sunday 
morning, November 28.

The decorations are provided by 
the donations of church members. 
Church members may purchase 
poinsettias to help provide all of 
our decorations. The poinsettias 
may be given in memory of a 
deceased loved one or in honor 

of a living person. A list of all 
memorials and honor gifts will be 
published in upcoming editions 
of the newsletter. We have an 
online option for giving again 
this year. If you are interested 
in providing a poinsettia, visit 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/christmas-poinsettias/ and 
follow the instructions to submit 
your dedications. You may even 
pay online! If you would prefer, 
you may still mail the following 
information and your payment 
(checks payable to First Baptist 
Church) to me at church or drop it 
off at the Reception Desk. Orders 
and checks ($30 each) should be 
received by Monday, November 29. 

—Kimberly
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Annual 
Church Picnic

Christmas Poinsettias Name: ____________________

 __________________________

Phone: ____________________

E-mail: ____________________ 

Number of Poinsettias ($30 
each): _____________________

Dedication (In honor or in 
memory of): ________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Mail to:
Kimberly Coates
c/o First Baptist Church
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC, 29601

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/christmas-poinsettias/
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/christmas-poinsettias/
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines   
  Open (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
  Music and Missions   
  (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study  
  (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship 
  (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
  (Choir Room) TH
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 11/8

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

11/10 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:15-7:00pm  MidWeek   
  Fellowship: Outside These Walls 
   —A Conversation with John  
   and Rowe Carenen
11/14 10:30am  Family Dedication
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
  Bell Tower Ringers
 11:30am  Church Conference and  
   Baked Potato Bar (Fellowship  
   Hall)
 After Potato Bar  Vocare   
  Rehearsal (Choir Room)
11/17 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:15-7:00pm  MidWeek Fellowship:  
  Outside These Walls—A   
  Conversation with Elizabeth Davis
11/18 8:45am  Roadrunners to Saluda  
   Inn and Lunch at the Purple  
   Onion
11/19 6:00-7:30pm  Children’s Ministry  
   Event: Flashlight Games and  
   S’mores at FBG
11/21 10:30am  Christ the King Sunday
  Proclaimer: Camille Loomis  
   Rehnborg
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)

Financial Needs as of 11/6
$2,369,224

Receipts as of 10/31
$2,045,250

Lula Whilden Offering
Receipts as of 10/31

$23,600

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
November 6-12

Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

November 13-14
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

November 15-21
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach a minis-
ter, please call 864-233-2527 and 
leave a message by pressing the 

number “199.”

Hospital
Marion Crooks

Rehab
Barbara Alexander, Brenda Ballard, 
Claudia Caldwell, Cecelia Jackson 

Sympathy
…to John Cothran and family in the 
death of his sister.

Introducing
Norm and Vincetta Johnson, 223 
Burning Bush Rd., Greenville 29607, 
joined FBG privately on October 29. 
Norm is employed with Lockheed 
Martin.

Wednesday Night Supper
Make your reservations by noon 

on Monday. Menus and reservation 
information are available at https://

firstbaptistgreenville.com/ 
wednesdays-at-first/

11/21 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live  
  for Youth (AYMC)
11/24-26  Church Office Closed
11/28 9:15am  Advent Sunday School  
   Series (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  First Sunday of Advent
  Family Dedication
  Hanging of the Green
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 12:00pm-4:00pm  Blood Drive  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends   
  Community Group (Fellowship  
  Hall)

Pickleball Is Now  
at FBG!

M-W-F, 11am-1pm
Practice Gym
Come join us!
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