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WORSHIP
Sunday, November 7
10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website,
Facebook and Radio
Family Dedication

Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: Rebuild My Church –
Generosity
Scripture: Mark 12:38-44

Service Choirs: Children’s Choirs and
Sanctuary Choir
Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary today
are given by Bo Campbell and Dawn
Strickland in loving memory of Rachel
Martin and Ruth Reid. May our
memories of them be a blessing.

Contact Kimberly at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 ext.
128 if you would like to place flowers in
the Sanctuary for a future worship service.

Access FBG Website here:
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
Access Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here:
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM
If you are having trouble viewing this
stream or have had trouble in the
past, please email
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
Include your name, email and
description of your problem. Thank
you for your continued support.
—Will D.

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness
Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,
8:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am2:00pm

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

How long have you been
a member of First Baptist
Greenville? Are there still people
and places mentioned that
haven’t made it into your field of
experience? Let’s clarify a few
today in our First Baptist Greenville
Glossary.
Columbarium—A structure
containing multiple niches for the
respectful holding of the cremated
remains of the deceased. Call the
church office for more information
concerning the purchase and
reservation of a niche.
Media Center—Located across
the hall from the Fellowship Hall,
the Media Center provides an
impressive collection of biblical
study materials, children’s books,
comfortable seating for small
groups, computer stations, large
screen television, and a collection
of books written by members of
First Baptist Greenville.
Prayer Garden—The church’s
prayer garden is outside and to the
left of our sanctuary (as you enter
from the parking lot) and office

entrance doors. The area includes:
a beautiful labyrinth, inspiring
artwork, manicured landscaping,
and the columbarium. Events
held in the Prayer Garden include:
The Blessing of the Pets, Easter
Sunrise Service, prayer retreats,
weddings, memorial services, and
of course, private meditation.
Whilden, Lula—In 1872, Lula
Whilden (member of First Baptist
Greenville) became the first single
woman to serve as a career
Southern Baptist Missionary.
Lula’s heart was drawn toward
the destitute and blind women of
China. She assisted the destitute
and started a school for the
blind. Today, our annual mission
offering is named for Lula Whilden.
The proceeds from this offering
support the mission efforts of:
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship,
Alliance of Baptists, Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship of South
Carolina and several individual
missionaries. Lula Whilden is
buried in Greenville’s historic
Springwood Cemetery.
I hope this glossary has been
helpful for the newbies and a
reminder for the oldies. Don’t
forget to contribute to the Lula
Whilden Offering this Fall.
—Jim

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at
10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced.
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

New Training Cohort for Stephen Ministry
Begins Soon
Stephen Ministry applications are now available
at the Reception Desk and may also be accessed
online at the FBG website under SERVE. The
Stephen Ministry Leadership Team encourages
your prayerful consideration of volunteering for this
important ministry that trains laypeople to provide
one-to-one Christian care for hurting people in our
congregation and community. Applications for the
2022 training are due on or before December 8,
2021, and questions may be directed to members of
the leadership team—Wofford Green, Duke McCall,
Pat Booker-Christy or me. Volunteering for this
important ministry requires a major commitment, but
it is one that is sure to provide valuable rewards in
the areas of spiritual, personal and relational growth.
Training will take place from 5:45pm-8:00pm each
Tuesday evening, January 11-April 26. (No training
will occur on February 22, March 22, and April
19.) Two six-hour training retreats will be held on

Saturdays, February 26 and March 26. After the new
Stephen Ministers complete the 50 hours of training
and are commissioned, they will join the Stephen
Ministry team and participate in on-going continuing
education and peer supervision from 5:00pm-7:30pm
on the first and third Sundays of each month, midSeptember through early June. Volunteers are
expected to attend most of the training sessions,
but we realize that other responsibilities might
necessitate an occasional absence. When that
occurs, a leader will provide a one-on-one shortened
tutorial lesson. All training materials are provided
through a generous gift by the late Michael Stogner.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of
becoming a Stephen Minister. Please direct any
questions to Wofford Green, Duke McCall, Pat
Booker-Christy or me, members of the leadership
team.
—Hazel Harris, Stephen Ministry Leader

CHURCH LIFE

Church Conference and Baked Potato Bar
Please mark your calendars for our
Church Conference on Sunday,
November 14, after worship in
the Fellowship Hall. Our youth will
serve baked potatoes with all the
fixings that they will have prepared

that morning in the kitchen. There
is no cost or reservation needed to
eat or attend. Your donations are
greatly appreciated by the Youth
Family as those funds help offset
missions events.

The conference agenda will
include reports from the
Deacon Nominating Committee,
Committee on Committees, as
well as a vote on the 2022 budget.
Church members will receive a
copy of the budget in the mail for
review.
We hope that you will join our
church family in support of youth
missions as well as the business
of the church.
—Jenna

Focus on Missions
ALMOST TIME FOR THE MINISTREE

There are two ways to participate:
1) You may stop by the church
and choose an ornament from
the tree, which will have the
wish list printed on it. Return
your unwrapped gift by Sunday,
December 12. Look for the tree

in the Reception Area on Sunday,
November 28!
2) You may select a gift from our
online wish list. All gifts will need
to be shipped to or dropped off at
the church no later than Sunday,
December 12. We will publish the
link in the November 22 issue of
The Branch, just in time for Black
Friday!

MISSIONS

The holiday season is quickly
approaching, which means
it’s almost time for the annual
MinisTREE. In partnership with
United Ministries, First Baptist
Greenville will provide presents
to make Christmas brighter for
families in the Interfaith Hospitality
Network (IHN) and other families in
our community.

Please contact Jennifer Craig at
jennifer.craig@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or at extension 121 with any
questions.
—Jennifer

Over the next few
months, I am leading
a weekly Bible study
on Queer Theology for
the LGBTQ & Friends
Community group.
Our starting point is
the “clobber verses,”
those stories and
verses in the Bible that
have been weaponized
against the LGBTQ
community. Pastor Jim
Dant’s This I Know is
an excellent resource
that sets out a simple biblical defense of LGBTQ
Christians. In this Bible study, we dive deeper. For
example, we trace the history of the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah, talk about what the Bible says about
the “sin of Sodom,” and scrutinize every passage
where the word “sodomite” is mentioned directly

or indirectly in the Bible. In a future portion of the
series, we will look at reclaiming LGBTQ stories in
the Bible and early Christian literature, similar to the
recent Know Your Mothers series. Come be surprised
to read how the story of Sodom and other “clobber
verses” can be redeemed and become uplifting for
LGBTQ people.
Join us on Zoom every Tuesday from 5:30pm 6:30pm. Many weeks will be recorded.
https://zoom.us/j/435260310?pwd=L2ljOEJ6NnlrUG
N1b2hLdk16eDFUQT09
Use this password: 4GoVBw
For more information, feel free to contact me at
LGBTQCommunity@firstbaptistgreenville.com
—Brian Cromer, Spiritual Formation Intern

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Tuesday Evening Bible Study

Care List

Care List as of Morning, 11/1
Hospital
There are no hospitalized church
members of whom the Pastoral Care
Ministry is aware.
Marion Crooks (MD Anderson
Outpatient Care), Barbara Alexander,
Brenda Ballard, Claudia Caldwell,
Cecelia Jackson

Pastoral Care

Sympathy

On Call Nights and
Weekends
November 1-5
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office, 864233-2527, and leave a message
by pressing the number “199” for
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”
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Rehab

Lula Whilden Offering
Receipts as of 10/28
$22,217

November 6-12
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Receipts as of 10/28
$2,022,052

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Financial Needs as of 10/30
$2,315,378

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

LIVING GENEROUSLY

11/18 8:45am Roadrunners to Saluda
			 Inn and Lunch at the Purple
			Onion
11/19 6:00-7:30pm Children’s Ministry
			 Event: Flashlight Games and
			 S’mores at FBG
11/21 10:30am Christ the King Sunday
		 Proclaimer: Camille Loomis
			Rehnborg
4:00pm Vocare Rehearsal (Choir
		Room)
5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live
		 for Youth (AYMC)
11/24-26 Church Office Closed
11/28 9:15am Advent Sunday School
			 Series (Fellowship Hall)
10:30am First Sunday of Advent
		 Family Dedication
		 Hanging of the Green
		 Proclaimer: Jim Dant
12:00pm-4:00pm Blood Drive
5:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 		
		 Community Group (Fellowship
		Hall)

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

		 Conversation with Elizabeth Davis

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time
		 (AYMC Terrace Level)
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines 		
		 Open (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s
		 Music and Missions 		
		 (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study		
		 (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
		 (Choir Room)

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

11/3 Wednesdays at First Activities
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek 		
		 Fellowship: Outside These Walls
			 —A Conversation with Jean
			Shifrin
11/5 10:30am Senior Adult Lunch and
		 More (Fellowship Hall)
11/7 10:30am Worship Service 		
			(Sanctuary)
		 Proclaimer: Jim Dant
5:00-7:00pm Sunday Night Live
		 for Youth (AYMC)
11/10 Wednesdays at First Activities
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek 		
		 Fellowship: Outside These Walls
			 —A Conversation with John
			 and Rowe Carenen
11/14 10:30am Family Dedication
		 Proclaimer: Jim Dant
		 Bell Tower Ringers
11:30am Church Conference and
			 Baked Potato Bar (Fellowship
			Hall)
After Potato Bar Vocare 		
		 Rehearsal (Choir Room)
11/17 Wednesdays at First Activities
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship:
		
Outside These Walls—A 		

Wednesdays at First Schedule

Exceptions and details noted in calendar

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events

(service links on church website)

Wednesday Night Supper
Make your reservations by noon
on Monday. Menus and reservation
information are available at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/

…to the family of Hugh Stephens.
…to the family of Ray C. Ballew.
…to Tony Ugenti and family in the death
of his father.
…to Anne Langdon Elrod and family in
the death of her grandfather.

Introducing

Constance Campbell, 110 N. Markley
St., Unit 302, Greenville 29601, joined
FBG during worship on Sunday
October 23. Constance is a member
of the Sanctuary Choir.

