The

BRANCH
October 18, 2021

WORSHIP
Sunday, October 24
10:30am
Sanctuary and via FBG Website,
Facebook and Radio
Family Dedication

Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: Rebuild My Church—Listening
Scripture: Mark 10:46-52

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir
Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given
with gratitude and thanksgiving for the
blessings given to our family, our church
family and our community through the
lives of Wade Bryant and Newt Stall by
Mareon Stall and her family.
Contact Kimberly at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 ext.
128 if you would like to place flowers in
the Sanctuary on October 31.

Access FBG Website here:
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
Access Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here:
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM
If you are having trouble viewing this
stream or have had trouble in the
past, please email
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
Include your name, email and
description of your problem. Thank
you for your continued support.
—Will D.

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness
Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,
8:00am-8:00pm
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am2:00pm

Rustlings
BY KYLE
MATTHEWS

I never knew a childhood friend who
could resist the hypnotic power of
a good poem, especially if it was
also colorfully illustrated—but I do
remember hearing the older kids say
that poetry was for sissies.
It was years before it began to dawn
on me that much of the appeal of the
heavy metal music those tough kids
loved was the lyrics, and that those
lyrics were poetry. Then I wanted to
say, “You know, don’t you, that the
Crazy Train your boy Ozzy is singing
about is not a literal train, right?”
Remove the poetry from rock ’n’ roll
or rap or State of the Union speeches
or Sunday sermons or your own
love letters, and you render them all
powerless. Poetry is so powerful—so
dangerous—that one of the first things
dictators do when they take power
is arrest the poets. They know they’ll
never have enough stormtroopers to
combat the power of one righteous
poet.
The Bible relies on poetry. Turns
out, it’s the only language adequate
for talking about a holy God or our
own inner life. Those revolutionary
characters, that the Greeks called
“poets” and the Hebrews called
“prophets,” were people who could
not only see that the emperor had no

clothes, they also had the courage
to say so. Nathan marched into the
throne room armed with nothing but a
parable and immobilized David in his
own web of lies before the king even
knew what was happening. Imagine
the sheer nerve of that! To say nothing
of the genius!
Glenis Redmond
may be a
delightful and
gentle soul,
but she is also
a woman of
immense power as a poet, teaching
artist, and “imagination activist.”
She is a Kennedy Center Teaching
Artist who founded the first Greenville
Poetry Slam and the Peace Center’s
educational outreach program Peace
Voices. She has received too many
accolades to list here. Suffice it to
say, she is a Greenvillian who has
made her art a gift to Greenville. This
Wednesday night, we will be honored
to have her as our guest at MidWeek
Fellowship as we continue to hear
from voices “Outside These Walls.”
Now I know that the people who think
poetry is for sissies are simply afraid
of having their eyes opened, their
minds changed or their hearts moved.
If you’re a sissy, don’t worry; the rest
of us will be there to hold your hand!
I, for one, can’t wait to ask Glenis to
help me see—with a keener insight
and a heightened perception—the
more-than-literal meaning of the
world!
—Kyle

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at
10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced.
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms.

Wisdom of the Desert Mothers

Saturday, October 23,
in the Fellowship Hall

SEE

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES FOR TODAY
A Spiritual
Enrichment Event
Join us for a day
of mindfulness,
compassion,
simplicity,
attentiveness, and hospitality as
Cara Quinn, author of the blog,
Know Your Mothers, leads us
through an exploration of the lives
of different desert mothers’ stories
and how their teachings can help us
grow our spiritual walk today.

$20 per person,
includes lunch

To reserve your spot, follow this
link (firstbaptistgreenville.com/
desertmothers) or contact me at
matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.
com.

10:00am—Session I:
Women & the Desert Way

For more information about Cara and
Know Your Mothers, go to her blog:
https://knowyourmothers.com/

1:00-4:00pm—Free time
at home for walking,
meditation, “homework,”
etc.

—Matt

12:00noon—Lunch

4:00pm—Session II:
Stories of the Desert
Mothers

Ushers Needed

CHURCH LIFE

Ushers have returned to regular service on Sunday mornings. As we are creating schedules, we realize we
have some open slots. If you would like to serve or have any questions, reach out to Kimberly Coates at
kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527 ext. 128.

THIS Sunday, October
24 from 4 until 7pm at
the Hartness Farm!

visitors are always complimentary. We are
counting down the hours for our favorite
picnic traditions: BBQ, live music, inflatables,
hay rides, and a firetruck experience for the
kids! See the map for directions to the picnic
location. Grab your best picnic outfit and
come on down. See you there!
—Camille

300 Smith Road
Greenville, SC 29615
Directions from I-85
• Take exit #54 to
Pelham Road
• Go east on Pelham
Road (heading away
from Michelin)
• After approximately
3/4 mile, turn right
onto Smith Road
• After approximately 1/4 mile, turn right into entrance
Online registration is now closed, but tickets will be
available at the gate. Tickets at the door are $12 per adult
and $5 per child, with a $50 family maximum. Tickets for

Week of Prayer for
CBF Field Personnel
You are invited to take part in a week
of prayer for our Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship (CBF) mission personnel
the week of October 17-23. CBF
Missions is one of the three recipients
of our church’s Lula Whilden World
Missions Offering. Daily devotionals and
videos are found here: https://cbf.net/
weekofprayer

The Church in the Community
COMMUNITY

The congregations of Augusta Heights Baptist Church,
Augusta Road Baptist Church and First Baptist
Greenville pooled our prayers and our
resources to bring a small bit of relief to
persons working the COVID-19 units of
our local hospital systems. One hundred
boxed lunches were delivered to the
downtown
campus of
Prisma Hospital,
and one
hundred twenty
were delivered
to St. Francis
Bon Secours
downtown.
While neither
congregants nor
ministers were allowed to enter the hospital per safety
protocol, we were allowed a few photos to share with our
congregations.
—Jim

Pictured, left to right:
Jim Dant—Senior Minister, First Baptist Greenville
Greg Dover—Pastor, Augusta Heights
Baptist Church
Susan Grier, MHA, CDVS—Director, Visitor and
Volunteer Services, Prisma Health
Matt King—Senior Pastor, Augusta Road
Baptist Church
Michael Rosensteel—Owner, Uptown Company

Donations Needed for College Care Packages

• “It has always brought me a
smile to see that other people are
thinking about me while I struggle
through my final exams. It is
definitely a hectic, stressful time of
the year, and I always appreciate
the support!”

• “Food is always a big win, but
the notes are the sweetest part.
Always brings a smile to my face.”
• “I always love receiving a care
package from the youth group!
Favorite things are individually
packed snacks and candy as they
are convenient in dorm rooms!”
We are in the thick of collecting
donations for our college care
packages. We would love your
help in donating the items below
for these special boxes to remind
our students of our support:
Rice Krispy® treats, pretzels,
chips, crackers, gum, candy/
suckers (not chocolate), fruit
snacks, trail mix & popcorn.

Please be sure these are
individually wrapped items, so
they can be divided into multiple
packages.
Donations can be dropped off
in the designated boxes by the
front main desk. Thank you for
supporting our college students!
—Camille

COLLEGE

Can you recall the feeling of
college exam week? The coffee
cups piled on your desk, stacks of
index cards, and enough papers to
make your eyes cross! Our college
students are powering through
their school semesters and are
looking forward to receiving a care
package from their church family.
Here’s what some current students
have to say about what these care
packages have meant to them:

Exceptions and details noted in calendar

Care List as of Morning, 10/18

Financial Needs as of 10/16
$2,207,686

Hospital

Pastoral Care

On Call Nights and
Weekends
October 18-24
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
October 25-31
Jim Dant
(478) 737-7298
If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office, 864233-2527, and leave a message
by pressing the number “199” for
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

There are no hospitalized church
members of whom the Pastoral
Care Ministry is aware.

Rehab

Gerry Benston, Marion Crooks
(MD Anderson), Barbara
Alexander, Brenda Ballard, Claudia
Caldwell, Hugh Stephens

Discharged

Martin Russo

Sympathy

…to Dann Kirby and family in the
death of his cousin.
…to the family of David McMaster.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Care List

Periodicals postage paid at Greenville, SC 29602. POSTMASTER:

Make your reservations by noon
on Monday. Menus and reservation
information are available at https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/
wednesdays-at-first/

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Receipts as of 10/14
$1,885,946

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

Wednesday Night Supper

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time
		 (AYMC Terrace Level)
4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines 		
		 Open (Fellowship Hall)
5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s
		 Music and Missions 		
		 (C300 and B400 halls)
6:00-7:00pm Youth Bible Study		
		 (AYMC Terrace Level)
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship
		 (Fellowship Hall)
7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
		 (Choir Room)

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

10/20 Wednesdays at First Activities
5:45-7:00pm Grief Support Group
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek 		
			 Fellowship: Outside These
			 Walls—A Conversation with
			 Glenis Redmond
10/22-24 SEE: Wisdom of the Desert
			 Mothers—Cara Quinn 		
			 (Fellowship Hall)
10/24 10:30am Worship Service 		
			(Sanctuary)
		
Proclaimer: Jim Dant
11:30am-12:15pm Vocare 		
			 Rehearsal (Choir Room)
4:00pm Annual Church Picnic
			 (300 Smith Road, Greenville)
4:00pm LGBTQ & Friends 		
			 Community Group Carpool to
			 Annual Church Picnic
10/24-31 Host IHN Guests (Virtual)
10/27 Wednesdays at First Activities
5:45-7:00pm Grief Support Group
6:15-7:00pm MidWeek 		
		 Fellowship: Outside 		
These Walls—A Conversation
		 with Brian Cromer
10/31 10:30am All Saints Sunday
		 Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Wednesdays at First Schedule

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events

(service links on church website)
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Introducing
Louise Maynard, 708 Brown Avenue,
Belton 29627, joined FBG privately on
October 4. She is a retired teacher.
Lori Haaland, 12245 Edison Street NE,
Blaine, MN 55449, joined FBG privately
as a watchcare distance member.
Doug Rainey, 11 Dendy Street, Pelzer
29669, joined FBG during worship on
October 10.
Ryan Kettenhofen, 503 E. Stone Avenue,
Apartment 515, Greenville 29601, also
joined FBG during worship on October
10. Ryan is employed with Kettenhofen
Gardens.
Stacey Anderson and Michele Condon,
309 Rubia Drive, Greenville 29607, joined
FBG privately on October 10. Stacey is
employed with Monaco Industries LLC,
and Michele is employed with Devobal
Technologies, Inc.
Laura and Levi Black, 703 Timberwood
Ridge, Greer 29651, joined FBG during
worship on October 17. Laura is
employed with Regal Rexnord Industrial
Services, and Levi is employed with 13
Stripes Brewery. They are parents to
Liliana.

