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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

You and others have begun to ask the 
question, “What do you want for your 
60th birthday this year? (The vocal 
emphasis always seems to be on 
‘60th.’) I’m at that stage in life where 
I have all I need and most of what I 
want, so I really don’t ask for much. 
In the last seven years, I’ve made two 
personal requests of you: 1) Several 
years ago, I asked you to attend the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
South Carolina’s Annual Gathering at 
our church. I did not want the ‘host 
church’ to be poorly represented and 
the host pastor (me) to subsequently 
be embarrassed. You showed up in 
droves! 2) I asked you to take care of 
me as I recovered from heart surgery 
by refraining from sending casseroles 
and rather generously sending cards. 
You mailed messages in droves! My 
requests typically have more to do 
with the needs of others rather than 
myself. The same holds true for my 
birthday wishes this year. If you really 
want to make my birthday a happy 
one, here are three gifts you might 
consider:

Give cans of fruit to the United 
Ministries Food Pantry. On 
Wednesday, September 22 (my 

birthday), at 6:15 pm, I’d love for 
you to come to MidWeek Fellowship 
in our Fellowship Hall, hear Lizzie 
Bebber (Executive Director of United 
Ministries) speak, and bring 6 (or 
any multiple of 6: 12, 36, 60) cans of 
fruit for United Ministries. If you can’t 
come to MidWeek Fellowship, drop 
them by the church any time before 
September 22….and/or…

Make a donation to the Leukemia 
Lymphoma Society as I prepare to 
race with Team in Training in 2022. 
My training for this race will not only 
help restore my health and fitness, 
but it will also benefit patients and 
medical professionals dealing with 
blood cancers. You can make your 
donation at: https://pages.lls.org/tnt/
sc/lavatri22/JDant ...and/or...

Finally, make an additional donation 
to your church. (If you’re reading this 
and you are not a member of First 
Baptist Greenville, make the donation 
to ‘your’ church). This is going to 
be a tough financial year for many 
churches. I want us to end our 8th 
budget cycle together the way we’ve 
ended seven others…over-giving. 
That only happens if we make it 
happen. 

That’s all I want for my birthday…

—Jim

Sunday, September 26
10:30am

Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio
Senior Adult Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Rebuild My Church – Diversity 
Scripture: Mark 9:38-41

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 
Guest Musicians: South Carolina 

Governor’s School for the Arts and 
Humanities Wind Ensemble

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given in 
loving memory of Benje Willingham by 

his family.
Contact Kimberly at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 ext. 
128 if you would like to place flowers in 

the Sanctuary on October 3 or 10.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing this 
stream or have had trouble in the 

past, please email  
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Include your name, email and 

description of your problem. Thank 
you for your continued support.

—Will D.

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 

10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. 

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 

Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-

2:00pm

https://pages.lls.org/tnt/sc/lavatri22/JDant
https://pages.lls.org/tnt/sc/lavatri22/JDant
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com


Wow! We have already collected 
so many cans of fruit during these 
first few weeks of September! 
Let’s keep up the momentum with 
our Big Fruit Birthday Bash this 
Wednesday, September 22.  
Celebrate Pastor Jim’s 60th 
Birthday by bringing canned fruit 
donations when you come to 
church for MidWeek Fellowship! 

In celebration of 60 years, please 
consider making fruit donations in 
multiples of 6: 6 cans, 12 cans, 24 
cans… 60 cans or even 600 cans! 
The more canned fruit the better! 
Just look for the balloons outside 
the Fellowship Hall, and drop 
off your donation with our Fruit 
Collection Team as you make 
your way into the building. (If you 

aren’t able to stay for MidWeek 
Fellowship, feel free to drive 
through the Rotunda Breezeway 
to drop-off your donation.) We will 
celebrate during the dinner hour 
with a special birthday dessert 
prepared by Uptown Catering!

Please also continue to bring 
canned fruit donations any time 
during the month to our drop-off 
locations on campus: Front Desk, 
Fellowship Hall Lobby, or AYMC 
Lobby. 

First Baptist Greenville has a 
long history of supporting our 
neighbors in need by collecting 
canned fruit for United Ministries. 
The Food Pantry is just one of the 
crisis assistance programs offered 

by United Ministries working to 
“provide hopeful options, strong 
encouragement and a measure 
of stability to people finding 
themselves facing financial 
uncertainty.” For more information 
about the impact this organization 
is making in our community, 
visit united-ministries.org/crisis-
assistance.

Thank you for your continued 
generosity! For more information 
or if you have a question, please 
contact me at clayHgilbert@gmail.
com.

—Catherine “Clay” Gilbert
Missions & Affiliations Committee 

Big Fruit Birthday Bash This Wednesday!
CANNED FRUIT COLLECTION: SEPTEMBER MISSIONS FOCUS
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On Wednesday 
evening, 
September 8, 
we celebrated 
our past and 
our future at the 
Yee-Haw Brewing 
Company on 
McBee Avenue. 

This original site of First Baptist 
Greenville provided a wonderful 
space to unite as a faith family, 
hear some stellar jazz music, eat, 
play and enjoy who we’ve grown 
to be. If you missed it, here are 
a few photos from the evening 
to brighten your day... and make 
you proud to be a member of First 
Baptist Greenville.

—Jim

Past and Future 
Celebrations!
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The Welcome Back Senior Adult 
Picnic on Friday, September 10, 
was a huge success! Ninety-four 
Senior Adults gathered on the 
AYMC Terrace to enjoy fellowship 
after such a long time apart. Even 
though we were outside, we all 
wore masks (when not eating) to 
protect one another. We were just 
so happy to be together again! 
The picnic was Frank Smith’s 
vision, and it was perfect. Thanks 
to all who made his vision a reality.

We have a full fall schedule for 
Senior Adult Lunch and More and 
the Roadrunners day trips.

Friday, October 1—Senior Adult 
Lunch and More at 10:30am will 
feature a concert by the Carolina 
Senior Jazz Band with a female 
vocalist and a wonderful lunch. 
Cost is $5.

Wednesday, October 13—
Roadrunners will travel to Boone, 

NC, lunch at the Daniel Boone Inn. 
Cost of bus is $3; lunch will be 
$25. Bus leaves FBG at 9:30am.

Friday, November 5—Senior Adult 
Lunch and More at 10:30am 
will feature a program about the 
Julie Valentine Center. Cost is 
$5. NOTE: Marty Shapiro and his 
magic show will be February 4, 
2022.

Thursday, November 18—
Roadrunners will tour the Saluda 
Inn and lunch at the Purple Onion. 
Cost of bus is $2; lunch is on your 
own. Bus leaves FBG at 8:45am.

Friday, December 3—Senior Adult 
Lunch and More at 10:30am 
featuring a Christmas program. 
Cost is $5.

Saturday, December 4—
Roadrunners travel to see the Mill 
Town Players perform the original 
concert “Jingle Bell Rock.” Lunch 

at the Mill Town Place restaurant. 
Bus cost is $2. Lunch is on your 
own. Performance cost is $12.

Reservations for these programs 
are a MUST so that lunch 
preparation can be made 
correctly and we can plan for 
bus travel on the trips. Contact 
Jennifer Craig at jennifer.craig@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 
864.233.2527 ext. 121.

Please join us!

—Brenda League, Senior Adult 
Committee
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Rockmont is back! We had to pause this Labor Day 
tradition in 2020, but with a lot of advance planning, 
we were able to safely take 89 youth on retreat! Our 
theme this school year is “Common Ground.” We 
celebrated our return to Rockmont—a beloved place 
where we have built years of common memories—
and reflected upon how our faith values of love, 
safety and acceptance shape our Youth Family. 
We launched our theme with discussions on how 
God’s common love for all people can give us the 
courage to walk into the world to seek common 
ground with others. The Youth Family left Rockmont 
with a renewed commitment to keep building 
common ground with each other and within our faith 
community and world. Stop by the Gaga Ball pit 
(adjacent to the AYMC Terrace Level parking) to see 
mosaic stepping stones our Youth created to express 
their visions of common ground!

We also had a blast enjoying all Rockmont offers: 
swimming in the lake, paddle-boarding, canoeing, 
fishing, basketball, hiking, campfire s’mores, sleeping 
in cabins with our friends, and eating way too many 
late-night snacks. Be sure to ask our Youth about 
their favorite Rockmont memories!

—Camille

Rockmont Recap 2021

We Hosted, You Came
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

	 3:00-6:00pm 	 Youth Hang Time
	 4:45-6:00pm	 Supper Serving Lines 	
			   Open
	 5:30-7:00pm	 Preschool and Children’s 	
			   Music and Missions
	 6:00-7:00pm 	 First Baptist 101 (Parlor)
	 6:00-7:00pm 	 Youth Bible Study
	 6:15-7:00pm	 MidWeek Fellowship 
			   (Fellowship Hall)
	7:00-8:30pm 	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 9/20LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

9/22	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15-7:00pm  MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Outside These 	
			   Walls—A Conversation with 
			   Lizzie Bebber (Fellowship 	
			   Hall)
9/26	 9:30am  Breakfast for Parents of 	
		  New Babies (Fellowship Hall) 
	 10:30am  Senior Adult Sunday 
		  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
		  South Carolina Governor’s 	
			   School for the Arts and 	
			   Humanities Wind Ensemble
	 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir 	
		  Room)
	 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live 	
		  for Youth (AYMC)
	 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends 	
		  Community Group (Fellowship 	
		  Hall)
9/29	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 6:15-7:00pm  MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Outside These 	
			   Walls—A Conversation with 
			   Megan Riegel (Fellowship 	
			   Hall)

Financial Needs as of 9/18
$1,992,302

Receipts as of 9/16
$1,722,9551

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
September 20-26

Matt Rollins 
346-0971 (m)

September 27-October 3
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 

please call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, and leave a message 

by pressing the number “199” for 
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Hospital
As of the morning of 9/20/2021, there 
are no hospitalized church members 
of whom the Pastoral Care Ministry is 
aware.

Rehab
Barbara Alexander, Brenda Ballard, 
Claudia Caldwell, Dan Williamson 

Discharged
Marion Crooks, Tom Maddox

Sympathy
…to Jessica Greer in the death of her 
sister.
…to Dann Kirby and family in the 
death of his cousin.

Congratulations
…to Jeremy and Katy Lee on the 
birth of a son, James Aldwin Lee, on 
June 3, 2021, in Fairhope, Alabama. 
James’ older sister is Poppy, and his 
grandparents in our church are Carol 
and Mike Stephens.

Ushers Needed
Ushers returned to regular service 
on Sunday, September 5. As we 

are creating schedules, we realize 
we have some open slots. If you 
would like to serve or have any 

questions, reach out to Kimberly 
Coates at kimberly.coates@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-
233-2527 ext. 128. 

First Baptist Greenville 
Apparel

Order your First Baptist Greenville 
apparel now through September 30. 
Purchased apparel will be available 
a few weeks after the store closes.
https://fbgapparel.itemorder.com/

sale

10/1	 10:30am  Senior Adult Lunch & 	
		  More
10/3	 10:30am  World Communion 	
			   Sunday
		  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
	 6:30pm  Blessing of the Pets 	
		  (Labyrinth)
10/6	 Wednesdays at First Activities
	 5:45-7:00pm  Grief Support 	
		  Group
	 6:15-7:00pm  MidWeek 		
		  Fellowship: Outside These 	
			   Walls—A Conversation with 
			   Lee Jones (Fellowship 		
			   Hall)

…to Ryan and Sara Ashley Richardson 
on the birth of a son, Liam Wilder 
Richardson, on July 16, 2021.


