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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

Francis was kneeling in an abandoned 
church in the countryside of San 
Damiano just outside of Assisi. He 
was fervently praying for God to 
give some direction to his life. As a 
young man, he had lived frivolously 
with an abundance of wealth. Much 
to his family’s dismay, he gave away 
everything he owned and joined the 
military expeditions of his day. Finding 
no satisfaction in the violence and 
carnage, he assumed the life of a 
beggar. The church at San Damiano 
had fallen into complete ruin after its 
abandonment. It is here that Francis 
bowed—kneeling beneath a tattered 
portrait of the crucified Christ—and 
prayed for direction. In a mystical 
moment, Francis heard the voice of 
Jesus speaking from the portrait, 
saying, “Francis, rebuild my church.” 
Francis welcomed the answer to his 
prayers and immediately began to 
physically rebuild the church at San 
Damiano. With his own strength, 
time and determination, he restacked 
the stones of walls and gates. He 
refashioned and reconnected wood. 
He labored daily to restore the 
building in which he had prayed. After 
considerable time and work, Francis 
had an internal epiphany—a holy 
thought. While stacking these stones 

was certainly worthwhile, this was 
not the true call on Francis’ life. God 
wanted Francis to rebuild the spirit of 
the church in the world. Francis left 
San Damiano to call the world to hear 
the gospel and practice the disciplines 
of peace, simplicity and generosity.

Having exited the first wave of a 
pandemic and the cardiac unit of a 
local hospital, I’m sensing the same 
call on my life—rebuild the church. 
Like Francis, I am less interested 
in brick and paint and pavement 
and more interested in the spiritual 
vibrancy of the church. Beginning 
this Sunday, September 12, I and 
other proclaimers, will be preaching 
a series of sermons titled—Rebuild 
My Church. In a time when our lives, 
attention, resources and passions 
have scattered in a hundred different 
directions, we will be proclaiming a 
gospel that calls us back to gathering, 
simplicity, diversity, sacredness, 
service, listening, learning, generosity, 
stability and more. Maybe it’s the 
pandemic…maybe it’s the heart 
surgery…it certainly wasn’t a talking 
portrait of Jesus, but I’ve never 
been more committed to a series of 
sermons than I am to this one. Maybe 
it’s just the quiet Spirit of God—in all 
our lives—wanting to see the church 
rebuilt and at her best. Whatever the 
impetus, I hope to see you Sunday 
morning as we worship and build 
together.

—Jim

Sunday, September 12
10:30am

Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio

Family Dedication
First Grade Recognition

New Member Recognition
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Rebuild My Church—Gathering 
Scripture: Mark 8:27-38

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 
Soloist: Abby Magoola

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given 
to the glory of God and in memory of 

Teresa Gray by the Janse family.
Contact Kimberly at kimberly.coates@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-2527 

ext. 128 if you would like to place flowers 
in the Sanctuary on September 19 or 

October 3.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing 
this stream or have had trouble 
in the past, please email live@

firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 
your name, email and description 

of your problem. Thank you for your 
continued support.—Will D.

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 

10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. 

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 

Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-

2:00pm

mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/


On Wednesday evenings, September 22-November 17, our congregation will have the opportunity to hear the 
voices of individuals who are shaping faith and culture in our community. This series of interviews will allow 
us to have dialogue with people who are visible leaders in our community and with others who diligently work 
outside the spotlight. Representing the realms of art, education, medicine and more, they will help us see 
where faith meets and engages the world.
I hope you will be here each Wednesday evening to enjoy this series of interviews and dialogue during 
MidWeek Fellowship.                                                                                                                                    —Jim

Outside These Walls
SHAPING AND SHARING FAITH IN TODAY’S CULTURE
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Ushers Needed
Ushers have returned to regular service on Sunday mornings. As we are gearing up and creating schedules, 
we realize we have some open slots. If you would like to serve or have any questions, reach out to Kimberly 

Coates at kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-233-2527 ext. 128.

September 15
Kyle Matthews
In Concert: A MidWeek Gathering 
Celebration

September 22
Lizzie Bebber
Executive Director, United Ministries

September 29
Megan Riegel
President & CEO, The Peace Center

October 6
Missy Ward-Angalla
CBF Field Personnel

October 13
Lee Jones
Clinical Coordinator, Heartlife 
Program
Prisma Health

October 20
Glenis Redmond
Poet, Teaching Artist, Imagination 
Activist

October 27
Brian Cromer
Intern in Spiritual Formation, First 
Baptist Greenville

November 3
Jean Shifrin
Photo Journalist

November 10
John and Rowe Carenen
Father/Daughter, Author/
Poet

November 17
Elizabeth Davis
President, Furman University

NO  
PHOTO  

AVAILABLE
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This four-part series is for guests, visitors and newer members who want a broad 
overview of the life of the church, as well as a way to get answers to more specific 
questions. In addition, this is a great way to meet other newcomers, as there will 
be plenty of opportunity for dialogue and informal conversation as we cover the 
topics listed below. We will meet in the Parlor (third floor, off the rotunda stairwell) on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm to 7:00pm, beginning September 15. 

For more information about this class, contact me at matt.rollins@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.                                                                                 —Matt
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“In the end, we will conserve only 
what we love; we will love only 
what we understand; and we will 
understand only what we have 
been taught.”—Baba Dioum 

When I saw this quote at the 
Greenville Zoo last year, my first 
thought was of what we teach 
our children and youth at FBG. 
Although the quote’s origin 
relates to conservation of natural 
resources, it struck me that it 
also applies to the conservation 
of people and their stories. As a 
church family, the opportunities 
we give our children—learning 
theology through music, studying 
other cultures, hearing examples 
of ancient and modern-day people 
responding to God’s call—are 
shaping their beliefs about God 

and others. If they are taught 
young to love and respect all of 
God’s children, I believe they will 
hold onto this as they grow. 

We will resume Wednesdays at 
First (in person and masked) 
beginning September 15! 
Preschool and Elementary 
Music and Missions is 5:30-
7:00pm. Families of children 
ages K3 through 5th grade 
should have received an email 
with more information about our 
curriculum and schedule. If you 
did not receive the email or know 
someone you would like to invite, 
please reach out, and we will be 
happy to share more details!  

When we invest in providing 
opportunities like Wednesdays at 
First for our children, we are also 
conserving friendships! Take a 
look at this old photo. Can you 
recognize some familiar faces 
from 1985? Among them are 
Leigh Joye, Sharon Russo, Jenna 
Manning and myself—all of whom 

are involved church members 
today! These were some of my 
Wednesday night friends who 
became my youth group friends 
and are still friends today! Along 
with Sundays, summers and other 
special activities, Wednesday 
nights are one more opportunity 
we have to give our children the 
gift of church family. 

Visit https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/preschool-children-
registration/ to access the 
registration form. If you have other 
questions about children’s music 
and missions, please reach out to 
me or Amy Joye. We look forward 
to seeing you and your children on 
Wednesday nights in addition to 
Sunday mornings this fall!

Laura Stout (laura.stout@
firstbaptistgreenville.com), 

Missions Coordinator

Amy Joye (amy.joye@
firstbaptistgreenville.com),  

Music Associate

Preschool’s and Children’s Music and Missions

“Being Baptist at First Baptist”—What does it mean 
to be a Baptist church?

“Navigating First Baptist”—The campus, community 
groups, ministries, staff, and the website 

“God at Work at First Baptist”—History of big 
decisions and how they happened

“Church Life at First Baptist”—Serving, volunteering 
and membership

A SMALL GROUP 
OPTION FOR 
NEWCOMERS

Wednesdays at First Schedule

3:00-6:00pm Youth Hang Time (AYMC Terrace Level)

4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines Open (Fellowship Hall)

5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s Music and Missions

6:00-7:00pm First Baptist 101 (Parlor)

6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)

7:00-8:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Wednesdays at First Schedule
Exceptions and details noted in calendar

 3:00-6:00pm  Youth Hang Time (AYMC  
   Terrace Level)
 4:45-6:00pm Supper Serving Lines  
   Open (Fellowship Hall)
 5:30-7:00pm Preschool and Children’s  
   Music and Missions
 6:00-7:00pm  First Baptist 101 (Clemons  
   Conference Room)
 6:15-7:00pm MidWeek Fellowship 
   (Fellowship Hall)
 7:00-8:30pm  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 9/7LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

9/8 6:00-8:00pm  Kickoff of Fall  
  Activities (Yee-Haw Brewing  
   Company, 307 East McBee  
   Ave., Ste. C)
9/10 4:30-6:30pm  Senior Adults  
  Picnic (AYMC Terrace)
9/12 10:30am  First Grade   
   Recognition
  Family Dedication
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 11:30am-1:30pm  Acolyte  
  Training
 4:00pm  Vocare Rehearsal (Choir  
  Room)
 5:00-7:00pm  Sunday Night Live  
  for Youth (AYMC)
9/15 Wednesdays at First Activities
 6:15-7:00pm  Kyle Matthews  
  in Concert: A MidWeek 
   Gathering Celebration   
   (Fellowship Hall)
9/17 5:30-8:00pm  Children’s Ministry  
  Event: Movie and Pizza Night  
   (AYMC)
9/19 9:15-10:15am IHN Volunteer 
  Breakfast Celebration   
  (Fellowship Hall) 
 10:30am  Acolyte Dedication

Financial Needs as of 9/4
$1,884,610

Receipts as of 8/31
$1,589,662

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
September 6-12
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

September 13-19
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 

please call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, and leave a message 

by pressing the number “199” for 
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Hospital
Cherry Marshall, Marion Crooks

Rehab
Tom Maddox, Barbara Alexander, 
Brenda Ballard, Claudia Caldwell, Dan 
Williamson 

Discharged
Bill Albert, Carole Austin, Cora Hewitt, 
Jane Hoover

Sympathy
…to Amy Elkins and family in the 
death of her father.
…to Julie Cline and family in the 
death of her mother.

Congratulations
…to Erin and Bill Ballinger III on 
the birth of a son, Jackson Donald 
Ballinger, born August 10, 2021. 
Jack’s older brother is Liam, and his 
grandparents in our church are Verna 
and Bill  Ballinger Jr.

“So You Wanna Go Back to 
Egypt?” 

Friday Morning Bible Study
Facilitated by Michelle McClendon
Fridays, 10-11:30am, beginning 9/1
Lower Level AYMC (Online option is 

available this semester.)
$50 per participant
Recommended (not required) reading: 

Exodus for Normal People by Peter 
Enns, Defiant: What the Women of 
Exodus Teach Us About Freedom by 
Kelley Nikondeha

To Register by 9/14, contact: Becky 
Bouton: (beckybouton@gmail.
com) or Michelle McClendon 
(michellemc216@gmail.com) 

Make checks payable to Michelle 
McClendon. Ask Michelle how to 
pay online.

All men of the congregation are invited to 
join us for the Wednesday Morning Men’s 
Bible Study resumes on Wednesday, 
September 15. We meet 6:30am until 
7:30am in the AYMC on the Terrace Level 
(youth area) and study the readings in 
the Revised Common Lectionary for the 
Sunday following our meeting. 
The FBG Centering Prayer group meets 
via Zoom every Tuesday, noon-1:00pm. 
Our goal is to support each other’s desire 
to grow closer to God through reading, 
reflection, dialogue and a regular practice 
of Centering Prayer, which is a receptive 
method of silent prayer. Visitors and 
newcomers are welcome at any time! For 
more information, please email Susan 
D’Amato at susan.damato@furman.edu. 
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