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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

In the Fall of 1988, I began a Doctor 
of Ministry (DMin) program at 
Columbia Theological Seminary. 
I decided—for some unknown 
reason—I needed a new backpack 
to begin the journey. My shopping 
venture took me to a luggage store 
at the local mall, and I spent (what 
at the time seemed) far too much 
money on a leather satchel. I was 
tired of the typical backpack I had 
toted through high school and 
college. I liked the way this satchel 
felt, smelled and looked hanging off 
my shoulder. It had a ‘Hemingway’ 
feel to it. Thirty-three years later, 
I’m still carrying that satchel. 
It’s been a constant ministry 
companion. I had purchased my 
‘preaching Bible’ three years earlier 
at the beginning of my Master of 
Divinity (MDiv) degree program. The 
Bible has been rebound twice. It fits 
nicely into the rear compartment 
of the satchel. These two items 
have traveled the world with me. 
They may be the only two items my 
children fight over when I’m gone. 
Well…okay…maybe not….

This Sunday, August 22, is 
Promotion Sunday. We will take 
time in our morning worship hour to 
bless and celebrate our educational 
journeys—particularly those of our 
children and youth. One element of 
this service will be the ‘blessing of 
the backpacks.’ Our children have 
been encouraged to bring their 
backpacks to church. Over the next 
year, these carriers will be filled with 
books and snacks and homework 
and clothing and toys and pencils 
and many other items that define 
their life at this moment. Blessing 
these backpacks will symbolize our 
ongoing prayers for them during 
this school year. Our children may 
not carry these backpacks and 
this year’s contents for thirty-three 
years, but at least for this year they 
will be assured of our prayers. 

In addition to the blessing of the 
backpacks, this Sunday’s service 
will also include the proclaiming 
voice of Caleb Avery. Caleb is 
our new AYMC Director. He and 
I will be preaching an interview-
style sermon together. Consistent 
with Promotion Sunday, we will 
be exploring 1 Thessalonians 4 
and discussing ‘The Words of 
An Instructor.’ It is going to be a 
meaningful day at First Baptist 
Greenville. I hope to see you there.

—Jim

Sunday, August 22
10:30am

Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio

Proclaimers: Caleb Avery and Jim Dant 
Sermon: The Words of an Instructor
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 

Flowers return to worship on  
September 12. Contact Kimberly at 

kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 233-2527 ext. 128 if you would 
like to place flowers in the Sanctuary on 

September 12, 19 or 26.

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing 
this stream or have had trouble 
in the past, please email live@

firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 
your name, email and description 

of your problem. Thank you for your 
continued support.

—Will D.

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 

10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. 

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 

Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-

2:00pm

mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kimberly.coates@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/


A highlight of every Youth Family 
Merge Retreat is the throwing of a 
ball of yarn from person to person 

and naming traits of our Youth Family. “We are 
kind, we are fun, we are inclusive, and we are 
loved.” There are many beautiful aspects of our 
family, and by the time we are finished throwing 
the ball of yarn, we have created a web of 
community. This community has been my life for 
over three years now, and my life would be very 
different had I not been welcomed into our Youth 
Family and First Baptist Greenville. 

I have accepted a call to be the Minister of Youth 
and Children at Benson Baptist Church in Benson, 

NC, a small town a little south of Raleigh. It is 
much smaller than First Baptist Greenville, and 
the youth and children ministries there have not 
had a steady minister in many years. It is because 
of the love each youth, staff member, and church 
member has shown me that I will be able to love 
them and help them create a community like our 
church and the FBG Youth Family. Celine will 
be teaching second grade at South Smithfield 
Elementary School and began today. I will join her 
soon. My last day at First Baptist Greenville will be 
Sunday, August 22. The Youth Family had a drop-
in goodbye party following worship yesterday, 
and I am very grateful for that. I love this church 
and the family within it and am so thankful for 
you. Thank you for being such an incredible 
community.

Love, Will Raybon
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For many years, Susan K. Shelley 
has coordinated our MidWeek 
Meal Delivery Ministry and Mary 
Rankin has coordinated our Rides 
to Medical Appointments Ministry. 
These ministries are invaluable help 
to the recipients and a beautiful 
expression of how we care for one 
another. As Susan and Mary take 
leave of their posts this fall, we say 
“Thank you!” and know that you 
will want to thank them personally 
when you see them! 

Deb Willingham will take over the 
coordination of our MidWeek Meal 
Deliveries, and Tony McDade will 
take over the coordination of our 
Rides to Medical Appointments 
(and potentially, a Sunday bus 
ministry to Assisted Living 

facilities). Welcome, Deb and 
Tony, and thank you for stepping 
up! John Jones will continue 
to organize Rides to Worship, 
and Janet Albert will continue to 
coordinate our Sunday morning 
golf-cart ministry. They deserve an 
expression of our gratitude as well!

Each of us is just one sprained 
ankle or scratched cornea away 
from temporarily losing our ability 
to drive. These coordinators and 
their many driver volunteers help 
ensure that our church members 
get at least one meal each week 
and the transportation they need 
during a convalescence. They also 
ensure that when you are ready 
to offer your services as a driver, 
you have the opportunity to serve! 

If you need one of these services, 
just contact me or Ryland at the 
front office: 864-233-2527.

Obviously, while the pandemic 
continues, the church’s mask 
protocol for unvaccinated persons 
also applies to our Transportation 
Ministries. If COVID-19 cases 
continue to increase and the CDC 
recommends we return to stay-
at-home or other safe-distance 
protocols, we may have to 
suspend these ministries again. In 
the meantime, these are the people 
to know when you or someone 
you care about needs a little help 
getting around, and—whether you 
need them or not—they are the 
people to thank!

—Kyle

Restarting Our Transportation Ministries 

SUSAN K. SHELLEY MARY RANKIN DEB WILLINGHAM TONY MCDADE JOHN JONES JANET ALBERT

The Journey 
Continues



In my work here in music ministry, 
I have the opportunity to work with 
some dedicated, highly gifted people. 
Priscilla Harris is a talented musician 
who has sung in the Sanctuary Choir 
and led the Treble Choir (5-year-
olds), in addition to serving as 

Children’s Choir Coordinator. I have so appreciated 
her administrative work and communication with the 
families and volunteer leaders in our Children’s Choir 
program. This crucial area of our Music Ministry 
involves a large number of people, and Priscilla has 
always done an excellent job as a coordinator. She 
is now resigning as Children’s Choir Coordinator, 
a position in which she has served 18 years. 
Fortunately, Priscilla and Ellen Wilson are planning 
to continue directing the preschool choirs. I want 
to thank Priscilla for her excellent work these past 
years, and most importantly, for sharing the gift of 
music with our children, a gift that can bring them joy 
for the rest of their lives.  

We are fortunate to have Amy Joye 
taking on the role of Children’s Choir 
Coordinator this fall in addition to 
her work as Director of Vocare. Amy 
has already done an outstanding job 
directing our Junior Choir and Vocare 
for several years. She received 

her training in music from Furman University and 
Southern Seminary. She has worked with children’s 
choirs in churches in Kentucky and North and South 
Carolina, and has created and published curriculum 
for children’s choirs. Amy is a talented singer who 
shares her gifts with our congregation, the Greenville 
Chorale, Herring Chamber Ensemble and other 
ensembles in our community.   

I am grateful for Priscilla Harris and Amy Joye and 
can never thank them enough for the many gifts they 
bring to all of us. They have been and will continue 
to be a blessing to our Music Ministry and church 
community.  —Vivian
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School is about to begin again 
and with it, a new year of fun, 
meaningful events for our children 
at church. Sunday School, 
Becky’s fun monthly events, and 
the gathering room on Sunday 
mornings are just a few of the 
opportunities that are available 
for our children this year. Weekly 
events for youth and preschool 
and Wednesday nights are starting 
up again soon, too. 

In order to help make these 
opportunities possible for our 
children, adult chaperones and 
participants must complete the 
Protecting our Children training. 
This training and church safety 
procedures all play a part in 
keeping our church safe for our 
youngest congregants. 

The year before last, my dad 
(Tony McDade), Kate Anderson, 
and I taught together in the Bible 
and Culture room on Wednesday 
nights. Kate planned a fun and 
meaningful lesson where the kids 
closed their eyes and pulled items 
out of a bag that refugees would 
need after fleeing their homes. It 
was powerful to see our children 
realize that the refugees may not 
have some basic things like soap 
or a toothbrush because they 
could not go home. They enjoyed 
the game and left, we hope, with 
some new perspective about how 
other people live and how God 
calls us to love them. 

Kate’s lesson is just one example 
of the many opportunities that our 
church provides for our children to 
learn more about God and to grow 

in God’s love. Please complete the 
Protecting our Children training, so 
you can help our church continue 
its work in a safe way. 

As a last practical note: if any of 
our ministers have a last-minute 
cancelation and need more adult 
help, they will only be able to ask 
folks who have completed this 
training, so this may be a good 
thing to cross off your to do list 
as you prepare for the new school 
year. Thank you!

—Jennifer Murphy, 
Chair of the Children’s Ministry 

Committee

Children’s Ministry Needs Help



Senior Adult Picnic
September 10, 4:30-6:30pm, on the 
AYMC Terrace (Fellowship Hall, if rain)
No charge for meal. Call Amy Joye 
at 233-2527 ext. 111 for required 
reservations by Wednesday, 
September 1. Specify chicken or ham 
boxed meal.
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 8/16LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

8/22 10:30am  Promotion Sunday
  Proclaimers: Caleb Avery and  
   Jim Dant
 Noon-5:00pm  Blood Drive  
  (Practice Gym)
 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends  
  Support Group (AYMC Terrace  
  Level)
 5:00-7:00pm  Youth Family  
  Block Party (Fellowship Hall)
8/29  10:30am  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 2:00-4:00pm  Michelle Icard  
  (Fellowship Hall)
9/4-6 Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/5 10:30am  Proclaimer: Kyle  
  Matthews
9/6 AYMC and Church Offices  
  Closed in Observance of Labor  
  Day
9/9 6:00-8:00pm  Kickoff of Fall  
  Activities (Yee-Haw Brewing  
   Company, 307 East McBee  
   Ave., Ste. C)
9/10 4:30-6:30pm  Senior Adults  
  Picnic (AYMC Terrace)

Financial Needs as of 8/14
$1,723,072

Receipts as of 8/5
$1,481,228

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
August 16-22
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)
August 23-29

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 

please call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, and leave a message 

by pressing the number “199” for 
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Hospital
None

Rehab
Barbara Alexander, Brenda Ballard, 
Claudia Caldwell, Margaret Faile, Dan 
Williamson

Discharged
Arnold Burrell, Jane Stelling

Sympathy
…to the family of Teresa Gray.

Congratulations
…to Craig and Jenny Hewitt on the 
birth of a daughter, Cora Elaine Hewitt, 
on August 3, 2021. Cora’s older sister 
is Millie, and her grandparents in our 
church are Cindy and James Clanton. 
Cora’s great-grandmother in our church 
is Doris Clanton. 
…to Forrest and Rebecca McPhail on 
the birth of a daughter, Ruby Katherine 
McPhail, on February 6, 2021, in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Ruby’s grandparents 
in our church are Larry and Sylvia 
Clanton. Her great-grandmother in our 
church is Doris Clanton.

9/12 10:30am  First Grade   
   Recognition
  New Member Recognition
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 11:30am-1:30pm  Acolyte  
  Training
9/15 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/17 5:30-8:30pm  Children’s Ministry  
  Event: Movie and Pizza Night  
   (AYMC)
9/19 10:30am  Acolyte Dedication
  Bible Presentation to Third  
   Grade Children
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
9/22 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/26 10:30am  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends  
  Support Group (Fellowship  
  Hall)
9/29 Wednesdays at First Activities

Blood Drive
August 22, Noon-5:00PM

Make an appointment: https://donate.
thebloodconnection.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/176317
Each donor gets a $20 eGift card!

Come Ring with Us!
If you can read music, you are invited 
to join the Bell Tower Ringers 2021 
Fall Season. It’s really fun and offers 
a great way to enrich the musical 
life of the church. Rehearsals will be 
Sundays from 6:00-7:00pm starting 
on August 22. If interested, please 
email the conductor, Julie Treu 
(jhtreu@gmail.com).

mailto:jhtreu@gmail.com

