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BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

Now that all the fun FAQs have 
been addressed (last week’s 
article), maybe it’s time to go a 
little deeper. Here are a few more 
questions I’ve been frequently 
asked while recovering from 
bypass surgery:

Were you scared before the 
surgery? I was more sad than 
scared. My biological mother died 
at 44 and my father at 56. I’ve 
always been stunned at the brevity 
of their lives. When I personally 
reached each of their death ages, 
my birthdays felt like milestones. It 
was hard to fathom that was all the 
life they were able to live. Before 
my surgery, I was not really scared 
to die. I was sad that I might not be 
able to live. I truly love life and the 
adventures each day brings.

Have you experienced depression 
since your surgery? Some level of 
depression is very common after 
heart surgery. I told my primary 
doctor I felt depressed during the 
fifth week of recovery. What had 
happened to me finally hit me. I 
was haunted by the question, “Has 

my life been shortened or extended 
by this diagnosis and event?” 
My depression was short-lived. 
It was not a clinical or chemical 
depression. It was, however, a 
circumstantial, unfamiliar, dark 
space. I was able to deal with those 
days through ‘talk therapy’ with 
trusted professionals, increased 
walking, and stationary cycling. 
I’m pretty sure my drug of choice 
is exercise, but I would have taken 
medications, if necessary. 

Were there any particular blessings 
as a result of the surgery? The 
greatest blessing was getting to 
know my daughters as adults. 
No matter how hard we try 
otherwise, we often continue to 
see our adult children as children. 
However, when our children 
become our caretakers, we engage 
them differently. Also, when our 
children see us in our frailty, the 
conversations become more 
significant. 

Have you sensed an existential shift 
in your life after this event? No. 
Most of my existential work has 
already been done. I know who 
I am. I live life on my terms. I’m 
comfortable with my faith and my 
doubts. I live honestly in the world. 
I’m happy with who I am and where 
I am in life. 

—Jim

Sunday, August 15
10:30am

Sanctuary and via FBG Website, 
Facebook and Radio

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: The Words of Friends
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13

Service Choir: Sanctuary Choir 
Soloist: Shelby Willis

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio here: 

89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing 
this stream or have had trouble 
in the past, please email live@

firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 
your name, email and description 

of your problem. Thank you for your 
continued support.

—Will D.

Instructions for In-Person Worship Services
First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 

10:30am. Services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 
Please enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. 

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 

Room
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

8:00am-8:00pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-

2:00pm

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/


Internationally-recognized 
author, speaker and educator 
Michelle Icard brings relief and 
practical solutions to schools 
and community organizations 
around the world seeking to ease 
the uncertainty of adolescent 
development for both kids and 
parents.

Trying to convince a middle 
schooler to listen to you can 
be exasperating. Indeed, it can 
feel like the best option is not to 
talk, but keeping kids safe—and 
prepared for all the times to come 
when you can’t be the angel on 
their shoulder—is all about having 
the right conversations at the 
right time. Michelle covers big, 

thorny topics such as friendship, 
sexuality, impulsivity and 
technology, as well as unexpected 
conversations about creativity, 
hygiene, money, privilege and 
contributing to the family.

Learn more about Michelle Icard:

https://michelleicard.com/

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/lessstressed/

If interested, you may purchase 
Michelle’s book by following this 
link:

https://www.amazon.com/
Fourteen-Talks-Age-Essential-
Conversations/dp/0593137515
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During the month of July, many of our third, fourth and fifth graders enjoyed sessions of Bible Wizard Camp, 
a time to explore the Harry Potter books through the lens of Christian faith. While we played games and 
made wands, floating candles, a Mirror of Evolsdog (God’s Love) and a Monster Book of Monsters, we talked 
about big ideas like God’s unstoppable love, our own transfiguration to be more like Jesus, holy awe, the Ten 
Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, bigotry, sin and evil in life and how to fight it—and even free will versus 
predestination! We had two weeks full of deep thinking and joy! Enjoy these photos from our time together.

—Becky

The Wizarding World of First Baptist Greenville



The August 2 Roadrunners trip to Strawberry Hill was 
full, so we know folks are eager to be together again. 
Here is our plan for the next three months. SEN
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$100/person

Due by  
August 15

All Youth 
Fall Retreat 
at Camp 
Rockmont is 

on Labor Day weekend, September 4-6. Rockmont 
is a celebratory time in the life of our youth family 
and has been a tradition for decades. We are so 
excited to be able to travel up to Black Mountain, 
NC, again this year. Rockmont is the time of year 
we catch our breath after a very busy start of 
school and fall schedules. Here we introduce our 
yearly theme, enjoy tons of fun activities, and grow 
stronger as a Youth Family. It is an important part 
of every year and every youth’s journey through the 
youth group. Please make plans for your youth to 
attend this weekend.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/rockmont/
thebloodconnection.org

The Blood Connection is a non-profi t organization. Blood can be donated every 56 days. Donors must be 16 years or older and over 110 lbs. to 
  fo ytnelp knird uoy taht erus ekam ,doolb etanod uoy erofeB .doolb etanod ot tnesnoc nettirw evah ot deriuqer era sdlo raey neetxiS .etanod

water and eat a healthy meal. TBC Donor ID Card (preferred) or photo ID required to donate. Gift cards and other incentives are non-transferable. 

Everyone wants to know that 
they’ve left things better than 
it once was.

It’s up to us to make 

Temoor, Blood Drive Host

“

”

All donors will receive a $20 eGift card!

First Baptist Church - Greenville
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC 29601

08/22/2021 | 12:00 PM–05:00 PM

To make an appointment, please scan the QR Code
and search for the Sponsor Code 3AAY.
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In September…
We kick off the fall with a Welcome 
Back Senior Adult Picnic on 
Friday, September 10. We will 
gather on the AYMC Terrace at 
4:30pm. There is no planned 
program—just a time to reconnect 
with one another. The picnic is 
FREE, but reservations are a 
must to ensure we have enough 
food for all. Contact Amy Joye 
(233-2527 ext. 111 or amy.joye@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) by 
September 1 with your preference 
of ham or chicken. Please join us!

In October…
Join us on Friday, October 1, for 
the Senior Adult Lunch and More 
featuring a concert by the Carolina 
Senior Jazz Band with a female 
vocalist and a wonderful lunch. 
Cost is $5.

On Wednesday, October 13, 
the Roadrunners will travel to 
Boone, NC. Hopefully, we will see 
some wonderful fall color before 
enjoying lunch at the Daniel Boone 
Inn. After lunch, we will shop in 
Blowing Rock before returning 
home. Bus cost is $3, and lunch 
will be $25. The bus will leave FBG 
at 9:30am.

And in November …
Join us on Friday, November 5, 
as the ever-popular Marty Shapiro 
performs his “Sleightly Illusional 
Magic by Marty” for our Senior 
Adult Lunch and More. You won’t 
be able to believe your eyes! Cost 
is $5.

On Wednesday, November 17, 
we have a real treat in store! You 
might know that FBG’s own Joel 

Kirby and Jay Burriss purchased 
and are renovating the Saluda 
Inn in nearby Saluda, NC. We will 
tour the renovated (and sure to 
be fabulous) Saluda Inn, then eat 
lunch in downtown Saluda. Stay 
tuned for more details.

Reservations for these programs 
are a MUST so that lunch 
preparation can be made 
correctly and we can plan 
for bus travel on the trips. 
Contact Amy Joye at amy.joye@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 233-
2527, ext. 111.

The next few months offer great 
opportunities to gather, reconnect 
and enjoy each other and some 
fun activities. Please join us!

—Brenda League, Senior Adult 
Committee Co-Chair

mailto:amy.joye@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:amy.joye@firstbaptistgreenville.com
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 8/9LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

8/10 6th Grade Merge Retreat   
 (Asbury Hills)
8/15 10:30am  Twelfth Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
8/22 10:30am  Promotion Sunday
  Proclaimers: Caleb Avery and  
   Jim Dant
 Noon-5:00pm  Blood Drive  
  (Practice Gym)
 5:00-7:00pm  Youth Family  
  Block Party (Fellowship Hall)
 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends  
  Support Group (AYMC Terrace  
  Level)
8/29  10:30am  Fourteenth Sunday  
  after Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 2:00-4:00pm  Michelle Icard  
  (Fellowship Hall)
9/4-6 Youth Fall Retreat at Rockmont
9/5 10:30am  Fifteenth Sunday  
  after Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
9/6 AYMC and Church Offices  
  Closed in Observance of Labor  

Financial Needs as of 8/7
$1,669,226

Receipts as of 8/5
$1,481,228

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
August 9-16

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)
August 17-22
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 

please call the Church Office, 864-
233-2527, and leave a message 

by pressing the number “199” for 
“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Hospital
Jane Stelling

Rehab
Barbara Alexander, Brenda Ballard, 
Claudia Caldwell, Buddy Clay, 
Margaret Faile, Dan Williamson

Discharged
Linda Russ, Dick Stanford, Todd 
Ramsey, Jennifer Hewitt and Newborn

Sympathy
…to Susan Gray and family in the 
death of her sister.

Congratulations
…to Bennett and Chris Chiles on the 
birth of a daughter, Irene Delmore 
Chiles, on August 4, 2021 in New 
York, New York. Irene’s older sister is 
Rosemary, and her grandparents in our 
church are Claude Stulting and Helen 
Lee Turner. 

  Day
9/9 6:00-8:00pm  Kickoff of Fall  
  Activities (Yee-Haw Brewing  
   Company, 307 East McBee  
   Ave., Ste. C)
9/10 4:30-6:30pm  Senior Adults  
  Picnic (AYMC Terrace)
9/12 10:30am  First Grade   
  Recognition
  New Member Recognition
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 11:30am-1:30pm  Acolyte  
  Training
9/15 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/17 5:30-8:30pm  Children’s Ministry  
  Event: Movie and Pizza Night  
   (AYMC)
9/19 10:30am  Acolyte Dedication
  Bible Presentation to Third  
   Grade Children
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
9/22 Wednesdays at First Activities
9/26 10:30am  Eighteenth Sunday  
  after Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends  
  Support Group (Fellowship  
  Hall)

Come Ring with Us!
The Bell Tower Ringers are seeking a 
few more musically inclined people to 
join them for the 2021 Fall Season. If 
you can read music, you are qualified, 
and we’d love to have you join us. 
It’s really fun and offers a great 
way to enrich the musical life of the 
church. Rehearsals will be Sundays 
from 6:00-7:00pm starting on August 
22. If interested, please email the 
conductor, Julie Treu (jhtreu@gmail.
com).


