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A long time ago in a galaxy far, far 
away... the philosopher Obi Wan 
Kenobi responded to Han Solo 
calling him a fool with this famous 
quip, “Who’s the more foolish—the 
fool or the fool who follows him?” 

Perhaps Jesus wondered the 
same thing during his ministry in 
Galilee, as it is recorded in the 
third chapter of Mark that while 
standing accused of being “out 
of his mind,” he is also gathering 
so many followers in the town of 
Capernaum that he “could not 
even eat.”  

Following Jesus can appear 
foolish to some, even as we might 
proudly view this perception 
of madness as something to 
be celebrated. Consider the 
Franciscan prayer that was used 
as the benediction in yesterday’s 
worship service: “And may God 
bless us with enough foolishness 
to believe that we can make a 
difference in this world.”

continued on page 4

As a man in first century Judea, 
it was foolish to “drop your nets” 
and follow a young rabbi. How 
much more foolish (and more 
difficult) was it for a woman to 
drop her roles and responsibilities, 
to abandon “her place,” and follow 
a young rabbi? This summer in 
our joint Sunday School series in 
the Fellowship Hall, called Know 
Your Mothers, we remember and 
honor the courageous and foolish 
women in Christian history who 
did just that. 

Know Your Mothers is a project 
that seeks to unearth the buried 
stories of Christian women who 
have been ignored for too long. 
The series, which is based on 
a blog written by Cara Quinn 
(https://knowyourmothers.com/), 
will be presented by women in our 
church. It will also be available 
online (vimeo.com/showcase/
fbgjointsundayschool).The list of 
the fearless female leaders that 
will be celebrated and examined 
each Sunday, 9:30-10:15am may 
be found at firstbaptistgreenville.
com/know-your-mothers and on 
page 4.

—Matt

Sunday, June 13
10:30am

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio

Third Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Kendra Plating 
Sermon: Bread and Shade

Scripture: Mark 4:26-34
Musicians: Sanctuary Choir Ensemble 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you have trouble streaming video, please 
email live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 

your name, email and description of your 
problem. Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

AYMC New Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,  
8:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-2:00pm

Sign Up and Instructions for In-Person Worship Services

First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 10:30am. In accordance 
with COVID-19 protocols, services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 

Enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. Register to attend Sunday worship services here:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship
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My spiritual growth has been 
evolving since I accepted Christ as 
a young boy. As with most areas 
in life, this growth has been richly 
gifted by God’s grace. I benefited 
from a loving home and never 
lacked for the basic needs. The 
general concept of “stewardship,” 
however, was not one I often 
considered. My parents always 
gave faithfully, although I never 
knew whether it was an official 
“tithe.”

Merriam-Webster defines 
“Stewardship” as: The careful 
and responsible management of 
something entrusted to one’s care. 

What are the gifts entrusted to 
us by God? Our life, first and 
foremost, as well as our talent, 
time and treasure. To whatever 
degree, we all have special talents 
and abilities. These gifts from God 
are a blessing and a responsibility.

Our time is a finite concept. We 
have 24 hours in a day, much of 
which is allocated to work, family 
and rest. How do we make room 
for Stewardship? For me, I am 
striving to have Christ and his love 
in everything I say and do. The 
idea is to “Pray without ceasing,” 
looking for opportunities for God 
to communicate with us and guide 

us. I try to remind myself that no 
kindness is wasted when helping 
others. It is a joy to see their 
positive reaction, even with the 
smallest courtesy.

God gives us special talents and 
abilities. Though we may have 
honed these abilities through 
diligent study and work, our ability 
to think and succeed is a gift from 
God. In my work, it is my duty to 
try to glorify God by sharing his 
love and grace. Though I often fail 
in many ways, it is the striving to 
keep God foremost in our minds 
that can promote spiritual growth.

In Colossians 3:23-24, Paul writes: 
Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, 
not for men, since you know that 
you will receive an inheritance from 
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving.

In terms of sharing our treasure, 
we have a multitude of options. 
What luxuries could I have given 
up in order for those resources to 
be used instead for church and 
charities? Have I personally lived 
up to God’s expectations in this 
area? No, I have often fallen short, 
giving my own selfish “wants” 
priority over the true “needs” of 
my neighbors. 

C.S. Lewis has some challenging 
and relevant comments: The only 
safe rule is to give more than we 
can spare. Our charities should 
pinch and hamper us. If we live 
at the same level of affluence as 
other people who have our level 
of income, we are probably giving 
away too little.

The following passage reminds 
us that loving our neighbor entails 
more obligation than financial 
Stewardship: Woe to you, teachers 
of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth of 
your spices–mint, dill, and cumin. 
But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law–
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 
should have practiced the latter, 
without neglecting the former. – 
Matthew 23:23

The primary lesson I have learned 
about Stewardship is twofold: 
Generosity and Love are at 
the core of our faith. Sharing 
God’s gifts with others, whether 
financial gifts, volunteering our 
time, or simply interacting with 
other people in a kind, respectful 
manner, is our duty and Christian 
obligation. Sharing God’s love is 
fun!

—John Burwell, Stewardship 
Committee
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How Have I Experienced Spiritual Growth through 
Stewardship? 

Drive-Thru Frozen Yogurt Social

Friday, June 11, 2021, 3-5pm

—Jo Carson, Senior Adult Committee
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Recently, the Gayle Price Class took to the community where we served at Project Host, preparing meals and 
handing them to the homeless community through the access window. This group shot was made after the 
morning of volunteering. We were all smiles behind the masks!                                                  —Walt Herbert

Gayle Price Class Serves Community

First Baptist volunteers have 
found creative ways to virtually 
host families from the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network (IHN) during 
COVID-19 restrictions. We are 
hosting again June 13-20 by 
sending notes to families, praying 
for them, and providing ways 
for families to enjoy some time 
together.

Ms. Wallace shared her story of 
what this program means to her 
family. She is currently living with 
her two teenagers in transitional 
housing after being evicted from 
her home. She states, “The timing 
with IHN was remarkable because 
I was in the last days of living in 
my home and did not know where 

we were going. IHN moved quickly 
with the screening process and 
moved my family in immediately.” 
Housing was her main issue, 
and meeting other families in the 
program gave her hope because 
others had more than one situation 
to overcome. “We all became 
family.” You can read more from 
families who have been a part of 
this United Ministries program 
here: https://united-ministries.org/
homeless-services/family-shelter/

First Baptist will host virtually again 
in July, and our hope is that by 
fall we will be able to participate 
in person. We look forward to the 
day when our handwritten notes 
will be exchanged for smiles and 

greetings at the church door as 
families arrive to spend the night 
and gift cards will be replaced by 
home-cooked meals and dinner 
around the table with time to share 
stories. How can you help? 

1) Mark your calendar for October 
24-31, when we hope to be hosting 
families in our church building. 

2) Contact Juli Morrow at juli.
morrow@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
now to ensure that your Protecting 
Our Children certification is 
current, enabling you to volunteer 
in October. 

—IHN Leadership Team

IHN Virtual Hosting in June

Alec McLeod, Zachary Humphrey and Arthur Alvarez Back row left to right: Jeremy Murphy, Sara 
Herbert, Alec McLeod, Michael Williamson, 
Bryce Safrit, Zachary Humphrey

Kneeling row left to right: Jennifer Murphy, 
Arthur Alvarez, Walt Herbert
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 6/7LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

6/4-9 High School Senior Trip
6/7-10 9:00am-1:00pm  Children’s  
  Ministry and Missions: Bake  
  with the Bible (Grades 1-5)
6/9 2:00-4:00pm  Youth Unidiversity  
  Day (AYMC Terrace Level)
6/11 12:30-4:00pm  PrideFest (AYMC  
  Terrace Level)
 3:00-5:00pm  Senior Adult 
   Event: Drive-Thru Frozen  
  Yogurt Party
6/13 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am Third Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Kendra Plating
6/13-20  Host IHN Guests Virtually
6/14 6:00-8:00pm  College Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
6/16 9:00am-2:00pm  Youth Mission  
  Possible/Lunch Club/ Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level  
  and Off Campus)
6/20 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)

Financial Needs as of 6/5
$1,184,612

Receipts as of 6/3
$977,951

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
June 7-13

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)
June 14-20
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 
message by pressing the  

number “199” for “Pastoral Care  
Emergencies.”

Hospitals
As of the morning of 6/7, there were no 
hospitalized church members of whom 
the Pastoral Care Ministry is aware.

Rehab
Buddy Clay, Brenda Ballard, Claudia 
Caldwell

Discharged
Henry Watkins

6/20 10:30am  Fourth Sunday after  
   Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Lesley-Ann Hix  
   Tommey
  Musical Guest: Livingston  
   Taylor
6/21 6:00-8:00pm  College Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
6/21-24 9:00am-1:00pm
  Children’s Ministry and   
   Missions: Bake with the  
   Bible (Grades 1-5)
6/21-24 9:00am-Noon  Art Experience  
  for Preschoolers
6/27 9:00am-1:00pm  Youth   
  Volunteer at Project Host  
  Soup Kitchen
 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Fifth Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends  
  Support Group (Fellowship  
  Hall)
6/28 6:00-8:00pm  College Bible  
 Study (Off Campus)

continued from page 1

June 6—Mary Magdalene, 
presented by Camille Loomis 
Rehnborg 

June 13—Salome, presented by 
Kendra Plating

June 20—Joanna the Apostle, 
presented by Anna Woodham

June 27—Phoebe, presented by 
Tina Bailey

July 4—No presentation
July 11—Lydia, presented by 

Vivian Hamilton
July 18—Junia, presented by 

Stephanie Wright
July 25—Tabitha and Priscilla/

Prisca, presented by Laurie 
Berry-Dorroh

August 1—Marcella and Paula of 
Rome

August 8—Perpetua & Felicitas, 
presented by Kendra Plating


