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Saturday morning, three of our 
families experienced one of the 
worst tragedies in recent memory 
as a car suddenly and inexplicably 
swerved across oncoming traffic 
to take the life of their beloved wife 
and mother, daughter and sister, 
aunt and cousin… Brittany was 
just 38, and her death will change 
the lives of all of these and many 
more, the way a tornado reaches 
down and strikes a community.

Words fail. Theologies fall silent. 
Just three days before, I had 
concluded a biblical survey of 
“What kinds of help we can expect 
from God,” and while I stand 
with the Church in claiming those 
promises, in times like this we 
all feel the limits of our human 
attempts to address tragedy 
with theology. As I met with the 
family, the “felt need” was to sit 
together in wordlessness and just 
try to absorb it… hold hands, look 
deeply into one another’s eyes and 
say “I love you” a lot.

That same evening, I looked ahead 
at the scriptures I am assigned to 
preach on a month from now and 
was grateful to read:

Out of the depths I cry to you, 
O LORD. Lord, hear my voice!—
Psalm 130

God did not make death, and 
he does not delight in the death 
of the living. For he created all 
things so that they might exist; 
the generative forces of the world 
are wholesome, and there is no 
destructive poison in them.—
Solomon 1 and 2

The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases… he will have 
compassion according to the 
abundance of his steadfast love; 
for he does not willingly afflict or 
grieve anyone.—Lamentations 3

As Jim Dant told us when he 
announced his upcoming heart 
surgery: God is not our enemy. In 
times like these, we turn to God 
not so much for answers but for 
the assurance that God does not 
willingly afflict or grieve anyone, is 
full of compassion, and is working 
for good. Please pray with me that 
God will make us emissaries of 
those assurances.

—Kyle

Sunday, June 6
10:30am

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio 

Second Sunday after Pentecost
Proclaimer: Matt Rollins 
Sermon: Mary’s Place

Scripture: Genesis 3:8-15; Mark 3:20-35
Musicians: Sanctuary Choir Ensemble 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you have trouble streaming video, please 
email live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 

your name, email and description of your 
problem. Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

AYMC New Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,  
8:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-2:00pm

Sign Up and Instructions for In-Person Worship Services

First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 10:30am. In accordance 
with COVID-19 protocols, services take place in the Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. 

Enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. Register to attend Sunday worship services here:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship


Our 2021 Graduate Sunday service was 
amazing! We were so excited to be able to 
recognize all our phenomenal students during 
in-person worship a few Sundays ago. Each 
of these youth, college, and graduate students 
have been integral parts of both the Youth 
Family and in the life of the church, and we 
cannot wait to see where they go from here! 
Please enjoy some photos from the day and 
from the youth staff’s yard sign delivery a few 
days prior.

—Will Raybon
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Where does the time go?! Can you believe it has 
been 10 years since our Mission Backpack ministry 
started? Thanks to the dedicated leadership of 
Stephanie Wright and the countless donations and 
volunteer hours from this congregation, we have 
served students for 10 school years! We began by 
providing weekend food bags for 25 children in one 
elementary school and are currently providing bags 
for 95 students in 3 schools. To imagine the impact, 
consider that over the course of 10 years, we will 
have purchased and packed a conservative estimate 
of 13,300 cans of pasta!

As we thank Stephanie for her incredible leadership 
the past 10 years, we welcome our new coordinators, 
Amanda Paton-Znak and Susan Shelley, and we 
welcome YOU to get involved! Here is a note from 
Amanda and Susan:

Stephanie has left some awfully big shoes to fill, but 
we are delighted to have the opportunity to serve our 
community in this way! Under Stephanie’s guidance, 
Mission Backpack has succeeded in providing meals 

to these deserving students in great part because of 
the dedication of an amazing team of volunteers. As 
we look toward the upcoming school year, we are so 
thankful to the past, current and new volunteers who 
have graciously offered their time, but we continue 
to have some holes that we need to fill. There are 
several ways you can help! Beginning in mid-August, 
we will need people to shop for the food items that 
go in the bags, pack items into individual bags for 
each student, and deliver the bags to the designated 
school. The typical commitment is once per month. 
Please reach out to one of us, and we will be happy 
to help you find your place!

Amanda Paton-Znak  
apatonnc@yahoo.com  
919-622-2390

Susan S. Shelley  
susanshelley78@gmail.
com  864-561-2558

Happy Tenth Anniversary, Mission Backpack!

As one of the leading literacy 
programs in the country, Greenville 
Literacy Association (https://www.
greenvilleliteracy.org/) is dedicated 
to serving and educating adults 
from a vast array of income levels, 
races, ethnicities, educational 
backgrounds and ages. From 
GED preparation to workplace 
readiness, GLA offers a number of 
different services to our community 
in hopes of increasing adults’ basic 
educational skills and resulting 
quality of life. One key effort 
toward funding these programs 
is their annual book sale, which 
will occur August 6-8 this year at 
McAlister Square. To help make 
this event a success, our church 
is collecting new and gently-used 

books for the sale throughout 
the month of June. They are 
in particular need of children’s 
books, so please prioritize those if 
purchasing new books to donate. 

If you wish to donate any accepted 
books (guidelines to the right), 
you may do so using either of the 
options below: 

1) Bring these items to the 
church Reception Area any time 
throughout the month on Monday-
Friday (9am-5pm) or any Sunday 
morning in June.

2) Find these items online and have 
them shipped to:
First Baptist Greenville
c/o Amy Joye

847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC 29601

Please contact Laura Stout (laura.
stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com) 
with any questions.

—Kate Anderson, Missions and 
Affiliations Committee 

Greenville Literacy Association
JUNE FOCUS ON MISSIONS
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 6/1LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

6/4-9 High School Senior Trip
6/6 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Second Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Matt Rollins
6/7-10 9:00am-1:00pm  Children’s  
  Ministry and Missions: Bake  
  with the Bible (Grades 1-5)
6/11 3:00-5:00pm  Senior Adult 
   Event: Drive-Thru Frozen  
  Yogurt Party
6/13 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
6/13 10:30am Third Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Kendra Plating
6/13-20  Host IHN Guests Virtually
6/14 6:00-8:00pm  College Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
6/16 9:00am-2:00pm  Youth Missions  
  Possible/Lunch Club/ Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level  
  and Off Campus)

Financial Needs as of 5/29
$1,130,766

Receipts as of 5/28
$944,306

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
May 31-June 6

Matt Rollins 
346-0971 (m)

June 7-13
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 
message by pressing the  

number “199” for “Pastoral Care  
Emergencies.”

Hospitals
Henry Watkins

Rehab
Buddy Clay, Brenda Ballard, Claudia 
Caldwell, Barbara Alexander

Discharged
Jim Dant

Sympathy
…to Jerry and Sandy Langley and 
family in the death of their daughter, 
to David and Linda Tollison and family 
in the death of their niece, and to 
Courtney Tollison Hartness and family 
in the death of her cousin.
…to Brooks Israel and family in the 
death of his grandmother.

6/20 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Fourth Sunday after  
   Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Lesley-Ann Hix  
   Tommey
  Musical Guest: Livingston  
   Taylor
6/21 6:00-8:00pm  College Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
6/21-24 9:00am-1:00pm
  Children’s Ministry and   
   Missions: Bake with the  
   Bible (Grades 1-5)
6/21-24 9:00am-Noon  Art Experience  
  for Preschoolers
6/27 9:00am-1:00pm  Youth   
  Volunteer at Project Host  
  Soup Kitchen
 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Fifth Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends  
  Support Group (Fellowship  
  Hall)


