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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

The struggles of life are real. We’ve 
all felt them. I’m feeling them this 
week. After a series of tests and 
consultations, I have been scheduled 
for bypass surgery on Tuesday,  
May 25. I’ve been on life’s emotional 
roller coaster all week. You know the 
feeling. Most of you have been there 
at one time or another in one crisis or 
another.

The relationships of life are real. I 
would have never known I had heart 
disease if it had not been for the 
insight of others. After a knee injury 
last fall, an orthopedist noted a 
calcification on a knee x-ray, and that 
one hint led me to my primary care 
physician, then to a cardiologist, and 
then to a cardiac surgeon. I’ve been 
surrounded by family, friends, church 
staff, and now you. The struggles of 
life are real. I’m reminded we’re all in 
this together.

The peace of God’s Spirit is real. 
I’ll confess, I haven’t felt it every 
moment of this crisis, but I have 
tasted enough of it to know that 
it is there. I’m hoping to feel it in 
the preoperative moments and 

rehabilitative moments ahead. I’m 
learning to trust the words that I’ve 
so often shared with you, “God gives 
us what we need when we need it.” 
Of course, to engage this struggle 
alone would not be healthy for me 
or a healthy example of Christian 
community for you…so…I’m going 
to ask you for what I need:

1) I will need an extended time of 
sick leave—six to eight weeks. 
Our church staff is highly qualified, 
competent and compassionate. They 
will manage the life of the church. I’m 
going to work on getting well. Please 
continue to be faithful during my 
absence.

2) I need you to know I plan to 
be walking, biking, swimming, 
preaching, praying, writing, 
counseling, meeting, guiding and 
participating in all the other facets 
of my life as soon as possible. I like 
being in the game.

3) I need to avoid all casseroles 
and cakes. (These typical Baptist 
responses would not be helpful in 
this situation.) Cards and letters are 
appreciated.

4) I need you to keep me in your 
prayers. I need that most of all. I 
promise I will keep you in mine.

—Jim

Wednesday, May 26
6:15pm

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website and Facebook

MidWeek Fellowship 
Rethinking Help! God’s Help 

—Kyle Matthews

Sunday, May 30
10:30am

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio 

(10:30am only)
Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews 

Sermon: The Utter Futility of Either/Or
Scripture: John 3:1-9

Musicians: Sanctuary Choir Ensemble 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you have trouble streaming video, please 
email live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 

your name, email and description of your 
problem. Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

AYMC New Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,  
8:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-2:00pm
Sign Up and Instructions for In-Person Worship Services

First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 10:30am and Wednesdays 
at 6:15pm. In accordance with COVID-19 protocols, services take place in the Sanctuary, masked 

and socially distanced. Enter free of COVID-19 symptoms. Register to attend Sunday and 
Wednesday worship services here:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship
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a garden in the east, in Eden; 
and there he put the man he had 
formed.” Genesis 2:8

It’s easy to literally interpret 
the Bible, and sometimes it’s 
not. Take, for example, Eden. 
In Genesis we read that after 
creating the world, God watered 
the ground and planted a garden, 
“…in the east, in Eden; and there 
he put the man he had formed.” 
This garden had trees pleasing to 
the eye and good for food, and 
man and woman were placed in 
the garden to care for it. Then the 
people entrusted to care for the 
garden sinned, were cast out, and 
ever since have had to “…till the 
ground from which he was taken.”  

Many have searched for the 
Garden of Eden, supposedly 
somewhere near the headwaters 
of the rivers Pishon, Gihon, 
Tigris, and Euphrates. None have 
found it. Eden, mythical? Eden, 
forbidden because of the original 
sin? 

Take a look at the iconic 
photograph “Earthrise,” taken 
from Apollo 8. What a stark 
difference between the vast black 
emptiness of space, the almost 
monochrome gray pallor of the 
Moon and the brilliant multicolored 
Earth suspended in the darkness. 
Could Eden and Earth be one in 
the same? Perhaps. Earth certainly 
is a garden that provides for all of 
humankind’s needs.

Fifty years ago, how was man 
caring for this garden? Large fish 
kills in Lake Erie during the 1960s 
led some to declare it “dead.” 
In 1966, a Thanksgiving smog 
event in New York City killed 

more than 200 people. In 1969, 
the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland 
caught fire and covered the area 
in a thick black smoke. Residents 
in the Love Canal neighborhood of 
Niagara Falls saw their neat yards 
turn into a soup of toxic chemicals 
as formerly buried waste began to 
seep upward.  

Many saw that our treatment of 
our home planet needed attention, 
including me. I have come to 
appreciate that our home planet 
is indeed a gift from God, not 
mankind’s to own and despoil as 
we see fit. Scripture tells us the 
same. 

• “The land shall not be sold in 
perpetuity, for the land is mine; 
with me you are but aliens and 
tenants.”—Leviticus 25:23.

• “But ask the animals and they 
will teach you, or the birds of the 
air, and they will tell you; or speak 
to the earth and it will teach you, 
or let the fish of the sea inform 
you. Which of all these does not 
know that the hand of the Lord has 
done this? In his hand is the life of 
every living thing and the breath of 
every human being.”—Job 12:7-
10.

• “For six years you shall sow your 
land and gather in its yield; but the 
seventh year you shall let it rest 
and lie fallow so that the poor of 
your people may eat; and what 
they leave the wild animals may 
eat. You shall do the same with 
your vineyard, and with your olive 
orchard.”—Exodus 23:10-11.

God is the creator. God “owns” 
the creation, not humans. Even 
though God’s word tells us that 
humankind has been given 

dominion over the fish of the sea, 
the birds in the air, over the cattle, 
and over every living thing, God 
expects us to be good stewards of 
creation:

• “You shall not defile the land 
in which you live, in which I also 
dwell; for I the Lord dwell among 
the Israelites.”—Numbers 35:34.

• “Is it not enough for you to feed 
on the good pasture, but you must 
tread down with your feet the rest 
of your pasture? When you drink 
of clear water, must you foul the 
rest with your feet? And must my 
sheep eat what you have trodden 
with your feet, and drink what you 
have fouled with your feet?”—
Ezekiel 34:18-19. 

Part of my walk with the Lord is 
to try to be a good steward of 
this Eden we call Earth. In part, I 
do this through my actions and 
the organizations that I support, 
including First Baptist Church. 
This community of faith shows its 
devotion to the gift that God has 
given us through actions including:

• Sustaining Way/Annie’s House 
and the Nicholtown Neighborhood 
partnership

• Collecting and recycling paper, 
cans, etc.

Tending the Garden of Eden

continued on page 4



Please remember these members of our congregation celebrating 
a birthday in June who are not always able to be out and about:

This Wednesday night, May 26, we will conclude 
our 7-week MidWeek Fellowship series “REthinking 
Help,” after what has been an edifying journey for 
me and, I hope, for you! If you’ve missed a week, 
the videos are still available on the homepage of our 
website.

We’ve learned that people do want to help and 
need us to speak up. Our need to be of help is as 
great as our need for help. Jesus’s instructions to 
“ask, seek and knock” are not just advice on “how 
to get what you want.” They are spiritual practices 
that will help us “live into” God’s vision for us as an 
interdependent community. 

We’ve learned that when we won’t accept help it’s 
usually because we are trying to avoid negative 
emotions which run counter to our help-seeking 
goals. By examining those countervailing fears, we 
can be better recipients of all God is providing. 

We’ve learned that when strangers approach us 
for help, our generosity should be coupled with the 
wisdom to understand that long-term relationships 
of support are what people most need. For those 
who have needs the church is not equipped to 
meet, partner agencies like United Ministries provide 
resources and staff who can companion people to a 
better life.

We’ve learned who needs counseling: all of us! 
It’s time to put away the stigmas of the past and 
embrace all the insight and freedom that better 
self-understanding affords! In Kendra Plating we 
have a staff counselor who can listen and help you 
determine whether a specialist is needed.

We’ve learned that sometimes “no” is how we say “I 
love you.”

We’ve learned that some of the most at-risk people 
in our church family are those quietly serving as 
caregivers. While we can’t all be doctors, every one 
of us can help care for caregivers! 

This week: What kinds of help can we expect from 
God? How many people would you guess have 
given up on the church because of disappointed 
false expectations? Join as we “REthink help” one 
last time to end unnecessary suffering, care more 
compassionately, and depart – as so many “helped 
people” left the presence of Jesus – rejoicing!

—Kyle
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REthinking Help! God’s Help

Happy Birthday!
June 7
Mary Fogle Long
17 Fieldstone Place
Greenville, SC 29615-3822

June 9
Virgil Story
509 Teal Trail
Greenville, SC 29605-5319

June 12
Virginia Zaccheo (95)
116 Ware St.
Greenville, SC 29601-2434

June 14
Coco Williams
544 Harrison Bridge Road
#206
Simpsonville, SC 29680

June 16
Marilyn Nelson
290 Clear Creek Road
Rm #211-A
Hendersonville, NC 28792

June Winterbottom
29 N. Avondale Dr.
Greenville, SC 29609-4754

June 26
Myra Weatherly (95)
927 Ansel School Road
Greer, SC 29651-5793

June 29
Beth Jeffords (94)
560 Wesbury Circle
Spartanburg, SC 29301-5025



Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to provide 

meals to go as well as Wednesday Night 
Specials at FBG pricing! Visit https://

theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop for 
menu options. Available for drive-thru pick 

up at the kitchen door!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 5/24LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

5/26 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship:  
  Rethinking Help! God’s Help  
   —Kyle Matthews (Sanctuary)
   Signup: www.signupgenius.com/ 
     go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship
5/27 6:00-7:00pm  The Bridge (AYMC  
  Terrace Level)
5/30 10:30am  Trinity Sunday
  Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
5/31 AYMC and Church Offices 
  Closed in Observance of  
  Memorial Day
6/4-9 High School Senior Trip
6/6 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
 10:30am  Second Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Proclaimer: Matt Rollins
6/7-10 9:00am-1:00pm  Children’s  
  Ministry and Missions: Bake  
  with the Bible (Grades 1-5)
6/11 3:00-5:00pm  Senior Adult 
   Event: Drive-Thru Frozen  
  Yogurt Party

Financial Needs as of 5/22
$1,076,920

Receipts as of 5/17
$895,478

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
May 24-30

Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

May 31-June 6
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 
message by pressing the  

number “199” for “Pastoral Care  
Emergencies.”

Hospitals
Cassandra Bray, Buddy Clay

Rehab
Buddy Clay, Brenda Ballard, Claudia 
Caldwell, Barbara Alexander

Discharged
Cassandra Bray, Gerry Benston, Hoke 
Black

Sympathy
…to Wayne Weaver and family in the 
death of his sister.
…to Kathy Stewart and family in the 
death of her nephew.

Introducing
Mary Beth and Tim Sweeney, 229 
Cureton Street, Greenville 29605, 
joined FBG by previous profession 
of faith and baptism from another 
denomination during worship on 
Sunday, May 16. Mary Beth is self-
employed, and Tim is retired.

6/13 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday  
  School: Know Your Mothers  
  (Fellowship Hall)
6/13 10:30am Third Sunday after  
  Pentecost
  Kendra Plating, Proclaimer
6/13-20  Host IHN Guests Virtually
6/14 6:00-8:00pm  College Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level)
6/16 9:00am-2:00pm  Youth Missions  
  Possible/Lunch Club/ Bible  
  Study (AYMC Terrace Level  
  and Off Campus)

• Maintaining our portion of the 
Reedy River riparian corridor 

• Installing solar panels on the roof 
of the Fellowship Hall  

Maybe Eden is outside our front 
door, and we are God’s entrusted 
caretakers.

“God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very 
good.”—Genesis 1:31

—Rob Hanley,  
Stewardship Committee

Tending the Garden  
of Eden, continued from page 2
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