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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

There will be fire. One of the greatest 
blessings of reunited worship is the 
leadership of our children. During the 
strictest COVID-19 protocols, our 
sanctuary was filled with cameras, 
cables, microphones, and a handful 
of ministers…but no children. It 
has been wonderful, on recent 
Sundays, to see children in the pews, 
newborns presented for dedication, 
and of course, our young worship 
leaders—acolytes. They perform 
a faithful ministry in the life or our 
church and in the practice of our 
worship. This Sunday is Pentecost—
the fiftieth day after Passover and 
the celebration of the gift of God’s 
Holy Spirit to the church. One of the 
symbols of Pentecost is fire. Our 
acolytes will bring the fire…

There will be wind. In Acts 2, the 
wind of God’s Spirit blew through the 
gathered Jerusalem congregation. 
Unlike the fire, wind could not be 
seen. Its effects could be seen, its 
rushing movement could be heard, 
and it could be felt. On any given 
Sunday, the wind blows in our 
sanctuary. Wind moves through the 

pipes of our organ. Wind bounces 
against our vocal cords to produce 
song and spoken liturgy. As always, 
we (you) pray the proclaimer will not 
be long-winded in the presentation 
of the sermon. This Sunday is 
Pentecost. One of the symbols of 
Pentecost is wind. There will be 
wind…

There will be red! The most common 
liturgical symbol of the Pentecost 
season is the color red. The 
paraments on our pulpit, Lord’s 
Supper table, and ministers’ robes 
will be changed to red. The beautiful 
red, Pentecost banner will be hung 
at the front center of the sanctuary. 
Best of all, we want you to be 
dressed in red. Go all out! Wear red 
clothing. Slip on red shoes—Chucks 
or heels. Top off your best dress 
with a red hat! Wear red blazers and 
red ties and red socks. If God has a 
wild side, it comes out at Pentecost. 
There will be lots of red…

There will be peace. When all the fire 
and wind and wildness die down, 
there will be peace. The benediction 
will be spoken, “Now may the peace 
of God’s Holy Spirit, keep your heart 
and mind, both now and forever. 
Amen.” I’ll see you this Sunday as 
we celebrate Pentecost together.

—Jim

Wednesday, May 19
6:15pm

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website and Facebook

MidWeek Fellowship 
Rethinking Help! Helping Helpers 
—Kyle Matthews and Patrick Jinks

Sunday, May 23
8:30am and 10:30am

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio 

(10:30am only)
Pentecost Sunday

Proclaimer: Jim Dant 
Sermon: I’m Not an Orthopedist, But…

Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Musicians: Sanctuary Choir Ensemble; 

Bell Tower Ringers Ensemble 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you have trouble streaming video, please 
email live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 

your name, email and description of your 
problem. Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

AYMC New Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,  
8:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-2:00pm

Sign Up and Instructions for In-Person Worship Services

First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 8:30am and 10:30am 
and Wednesdays at 6:15pm. In accordance with COVID-19 protocols, services take place in the 

Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. Enter free of COVID-19 symptoms through the Narthex. 
Register to attend Sunday and Wednesday worship services here:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship


YO
U

TH During worship on Sunday, May 16, the graduates of 
2021 will be celebrated. Pictured here are those high 
school graduates who contributed pictures.

—Mary Carol Anderson, Will Raybon and  
Sarah Carter

Congratulations,  
High School Graduates!

Jack Austin
Wade Hampton 
High School and 
Fine Arts Center

Will Bailey
Wade Hampton 
High School and 
Fine Arts Center

Alexander
Boehmer

JL Mann High 
School

Bennett
Carpenter 

JL Mann High 
School

Ana Whatley
Dennis 

Greenville High 
School

Austin Fayssoux
Eastside High 

School

Connor Charles 
Fuller

JL Mann High 
School

Katy Garner
Eastside High 

School

Addison Hollis
Eastside High 

School

Ellie Joye
Eastside High 

School

Colin King
Eastside High 

School

Jack Mackenzie
Wade Hampton 
High School and 
Fine Arts Center

William Martin
JL Mann High 

School

May McGill
JL Mann High 

School

Amaya Owens
JL Mann High 

School

Jacob Pemberton
James F Byrnes 

High School

Sarah Rohrbaugh
Wade Hampton 

High School

Jack Rollins
JL Mann High 

School

Woods Russo
Christ Church 

Episcopal School

Abbey Waldrop
JL Mann High 

School

Abby Kay Wilson
Mauldin High 

School



After a time living in a (very good) 
retirement community, I have come 
to appreciate the differences in life 
“before and after” this period of my 
own life and that of others around 
me. Some obvious differences are 
in how we spend our days and what 
the mirror tells us. These factors 
besetting “seniors” are almost 
always interrelated.

In the activities category, we find 
that pre-planning by signing up 
for trips, shopping, performances, 
etc., is the accepted way of doing 
what appeals most to us, made 
necessary for the staff to schedule 
the access and resources for our 
participation. “Looking back,” we 
recall that doing almost any special 
activity was subject to last minute 
changes, often by the sudden 

appearance of conflicting family 
activities. Now it is much more likely 
that activities scheduled will actually 
happen, if we just remember to 
enter them on our calendars and to 
look at the calendar every day! Our 
activities themselves have changed. 
A woman was recently heard to say, 
“I never dreamed I would so look 
forward to bingo!”

The other aspect of change in 
our lives is what happens to our 
bodies, as well as many of our 
minds, as time marches on. Legs 
that once ran a five-minute mile or 
a local marathon or that walked a 
crying baby or a family dog now 
move in cautious baby-steps, often 
stabilized by a cane or a walker. 
Backs that once marched proudly 
in a “pass in review” or that may 

have worked carrying heavy bags 
or boxes now move about, slightly 
stooped or bent almost double, 
needing an uplifted head just to see 
forward.

Apart from structural changes in 
our physical selves, our mental 
faculties undergo changes that 
are unavoidable to some degree, 
but nevertheless are manageable. 
Commonly found in my place 
are library books, jigsaw puzzles, 
crossword puzzles and, of course, 
the told and re-told life stories.

Looking back produces smiles 
as well as tears. We who are 
blessed with long lives and plentiful 
resources experience both.   

—Tom Oswald

One thing is for sure... you are 
great online shoppers! (No surprise, 
right?!) You have been so generous 
throughout the past year and are 
keeping it up with your shipped and 
in-person donations each month! We 
have been delighted at the recent 
donations from the congregation 
for IHN, Soteria and United 
Ministries—and from the students at 
Charles Townes Center for Mission 
Backpack. Many thanks also to our 
delivery volunteers! Speaking of 
volunteers, another round of thanks 
goes to the mulching crew who met 
on a recent Saturday morning to 
help our friends at United Ministries! 
For all you keep doing behind the 
scenes, thank you! It matters! 

—Laura
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Abounds

Senior Moments: Looking Back



Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to provide 

meals to go as well as Wednesday Night 
Specials at FBG pricing! Visit https://

theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop for 
menu options. Available for drive-thru pick 

up at the kitchen door!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 5/17LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

5/19	 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Rethinking Help! Helping 	
			   Helpers—Matthews and 	
			   Patrick Jinks (Sanctuary)
5/23	 8:30am and 10:30am   
		  Day of Pentecost
		  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
	 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends 	
		  Support Group (Fellowship 	
		  Hall)
5/26	 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Rethinking Help! God’s Help 	
			   —Kyle Matthews (Sanctuary)
5/27	 6:00-7:00pm  The Bridge (AYMC 	
		  Terrace Level)
5/30	 8:30am and 10:30am  
		  Trinity Sunday
		  Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
5/31	 AYMC and Church Offices 
		  Closed in Observance of 	
		  Memorial Day
6/4-9	 High School Senior Trip
6/6	 8:30am and 10:30am
		  Second Sunday after 		
			   Pentecost
		  Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Financial Needs as of 5/15
$1,023,074

Receipts as of 5/13
$875,082

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
May 17-23

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

May 24-30
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 
message by pressing the  

number “199” for “Pastoral Care  
Emergencies.”

Hospitals
Buddy Clay

Rehab
Hoke Black, Brenda Ballard, Claudia 
Caldwell, Barbara Alexander

Discharged
Gerry Benston

Introducing
David and Robert Bernier, 200 Banbury 
Circle, Simpsonville 29681, joined FBG 
by previous profession of faith and 
baptism from another denomination 
during worship on May 2. They are 
both retired.
Anand Pariyadath, 307 Waccamaw 
Ave., Greenville 29605, joined FBG 
by previous profession of faith and 
baptism from another denomination 
during worship on May 9. Anand is 
employed with Prisma. He and his 
wife, Allison, have three children: Lali, 
Eden and Ramesh.

	 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday 	
		  School: Know Your Mothers 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)
6/7-10	 9:00am-1:00pm  Children’s 	
		  Ministry and Missions: Bake 	
		  with the Bible (Grades 1-5)
6/11	 3:00-5:00pm  Senior Adult 
 		  Event: Drive-Thru Frozen 	
		  Yogurt Party

Rethinking Help! 
Signup: www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship

5/17-21: Price items as they arrive. 
5/21, 4:00-7:00pm: Public sale. 

Need 10 cashiers, 6 for sales, and 
6 for loading assistance. 

5/22, 8:00am-2:00pm: Need 10-12 
cashiers, 10 for sales, and 8 for 
loading assistance. 

5/22, 1:00-2:30pm: Need a new 
group to assist donation centers 
to load unsold items into trucks 
and to clean the practice gym 
afterward.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
PARTNERSHIP YARD SALE

For information contact:  
frank.smith@firstbaptistgreenville.

com or amy.joye@
firstbaptistgreenville.com

To volunteer, visit  
https://tinyurl.com/npys21

https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop
https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship
https://tinyurl.com/npys21

