
BRANCHT
he

May 10, 2021

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

The promises have been kept. The 
promise will be kept for many more 
years to come. A couple of decades 
ago (give or take a few years), your 
parents carried you across the 
threshold of the church narthex—
maybe for the first time. You were 
donned in a family christening gown 
or a new christening gown or the only 
clean onesie your parents could find. 
You came to the senior minister’s 
office and received instructions for 
the upcoming service. Your part 
was easy—be cute and try to be 
quiet. Of course, being quiet was 
optional. Your parents’ part was a 
tad more complicated. They had to 
answer a couple of questions and 
then commit themselves to nurturing 
you toward faith in God through 
the ministries of the church. Your 
parents were a tad nervous; the 
service was conspicuous, the vows 
were momentous, and the future is 
always hopeful but never certain. 
During the service, the congregation 
engaged a momentous moment 
as well. The people you’ve been 
attending church with for years 
promised to love you unconditionally. continued on page 4

They were determined to support 
you and love you regardless of 
what you accomplished or failed to 
accomplished, where you went, or 
who you became. They didn’t just 
prayerfully put you in God’s hands, 
but they took you into their own and 
trusted God to hold us all. These 
promises were repeated in some 
form at your baptism. The baptismal 
affirmations were a reminder of the 
church’s commitment to your life 
and God’s purposes for that life. The 
promises were shaped and shared in 
Sunday School classrooms, worship, 
choir and mission gatherings, 
basketball league, Easter egg hunts, 
phone calls when you were sick, 
Camp Prism, Rockmont, and a host 
of other programs and activities. The 
promises made by your family and 
your faith family have been kept.

What we want you to know today is 
that the promises continue. As you 
graduate from high school, college, 
graduate school, and seminary, we 
hope you remain aware of the hands 
and hearts that hold you up. We 
hope that wherever life takes you 
and whatever God and life make 
of you, you forever carry the sense 
that First Baptist Greenville is home. 
In the years to come, she might be 
your landing place or your visiting 
place or just a memory. Either way, 

Wednesday, May 12
6:15pm

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website and Facebook

MidWeek Fellowship 
Rethinking Help! The Guiding Effect of 

“No”—Kyle Matthews with Jim Dant

Sunday, May 16
8:30am and 10:30am

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio 

(10:30am only)
Ascension of the Lord Sunday

Graduate Recognition 
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: I’m Not a Brain Surgeon, But…
Scripture: Luke 24:44-53

Musicians: Sanctuary Choir Ensemble 
(8:30am); Vocare (10:30am)

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you have trouble streaming video, please 
email live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. Include 

your name, email and description of your 
problem. Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

AYMC New Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,  
8:00am-8:00pm 

Wednesday and Friday, 8:00am-2:00pm

Sign Up and Instructions for In-Person Worship Services

First Baptist Greenville has returned to in-person worship on Sundays at 8:30am and 10:30am 
and Wednesdays at 6:15pm. In accordance with COVID-19 protocols, services take place in the 

Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced. Enter free of COVID-19 symptoms through the Narthex. 
Register to attend Sunday and Wednesday worship services here:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship
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During 10:30am worship on Sunday, May 16, the graduates of 2021 will be celebrated. Pictured here are 
those college and graduate school graduates who contributed pictures.

—Mary Carol Anderson, Will Raybon and Sarah Carter

Congratulations, College and Graduate School 
Graduates!

A JOINT SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES

Fellowship Hall and Livestreamed
June 6-August 8, 9:30-10:15am

Know Your Mothers, which is 
based on a blog written by Cara 
Quinn (https://knowyourmothers.
ghost.io/), is a project that seeks 
to unearth the buried stories 
of Christian women who have 
been ignored for too long. Each 
Sunday, women from within 
our congregation will offer their 
perspective on the Church 
Mothers who are highlighted 
by the project. Please join us 

this summer in person in the 
Fellowship Hall or virtually as we 
explore just a few of the women 
who have been so important to the 
spread of the gospel across the 
history of the church. A tentative 
list of the fearless female leaders 
who will be celebrated and 
examined in this series follows.

—Camille, Matt and the Spiritual 
Formation Committee

Mary Magdalene
Salome
Joanna the Apostle
Lydia
Phoebe
Junia
Tabitha/Dorcas
Priscilla/Prisca
Perpetua and Felicitas
Marcella of Rome/Paula of Rome

Colin Byrne 
University of 

South Carolina

Ben 
Flaspoehler 

Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural 

College

Christopher 
Matthews 

Belmont 
University

Sarah Paden 
Mobley  
Furman 

University

Sam Ramsey 
Columbia College 

of Chicago

Charlie Saad 
Clemson 
University

Todd Whittaker 
University of 

South Carolina 
Upstate

Annie Deaton 
Garner Webb 

University

Anne Garner 
Christian 

Theological 
Seminary

Haley Histon 
University of 

South Carolina

Sarah Laurence 
Gardner Webb 

University

Kristan Pitts 
Wake Forest 

School of Divinity
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First Baptist Greenville prides itself 
on being a teaching congregation. 
Our church has committed itself 
to the holy work of guiding and 
nurturing young ministers as they 
begin their work in the world. Our 
Youth Family has been fortunate 
to have directly benefited from 
this commitment. For the better 
part of the past three years, Sarah 
Laurence has worked alongside 
the youth staff as we have taught, 
planned and cared for our youth. 
This has included teaching Bible 
studies, leading in worship, assisting 
in the planning of trips and events, 
and forming relationships with 
both youth and adults within our 
congregation. While doing all these 
things, Sarah has also completed 
a summer unit of Clinical Pastoral 
Education during the pandemic, 
and nearly completed her Master 
of Divinity degree at Gardner-Webb 
University. 

The bittersweet part about being a 
teaching congregation means that 
if we do our job well, we eventually 
must say, “See you later!” We are 
very excited to announce that Sarah 
has answered Aiken First Baptist 
Church’s call to serve as their 
Interim Director to Youth. Sarah is 

thrilled and we could not be more 
proud. Sarah has loved every minute 
of her time here and wishes to 
extend her deepest thanks to our 
church. Sarah’s last day with us 
will be Sunday, May 16th. We hope 
you all will join us in congratulating 
Sarah!                    —The Youth Staff

Last week, 30 of the Youth Family’s juniors and 
seniors gathered for a night all about them! 
Every year, Mary Carol and I gather with the 
upperclassmen for an evening of fun and food. 
This year, we met at Craft Axe Throwing at 
Hampton Station for an hour of axe-throwing 
fun. Following our cutting-edge entertainment, 
we enjoyed pizza and time together outdoors. 
This evening provides a chance for our juniors 
to celebrate our seniors and an opportunity 
for our seniors to spend some quality time 
with the juniors. Just because the seniors are 
leaving does not mean they are gone for good. 
These two groups will continue to nurture and 
love each other as they both move out of high 
school and into college and the working world. 
We are so grateful for their leadership in our 
Youth Family!                               —Will Raybon
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Junior/Senior Night

Fond Farewells



Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to provide 

meals to go as well as Wednesday Night 
Specials at FBG pricing! Visit https://

theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop for 
menu options. Available for drive-thru pick 

up at the kitchen door!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 5/10LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

5/12	 4:30pm  Vocare (Sanctuary) 
	 5:00-7:00pm  High School End 	
		  of Year Party
	 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Rethinking Help! The Guiding 	
			   Effect of “No”—Kyle 		
			   Matthews and Jim Dant 	
			   (Sanctuary)
5/16	 8:30am and 10:30am  
		  Ascension Sunday
		  Graduate Recognition Sunday
		  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
5/19	 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Rethinking Help! Helping 	
			   Helpers—Kyle Matthews 	
			   (Sanctuary)
5/23	 8:30am and 10:30am   
		  Day of Pentecost
		  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
	 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends 	
		  Support Group (Fellowship 	
		  Hall)
5/26	 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 	
		  Rethinking Help! God’s Help 	
			   —Kyle Matthews (Sanctuary)
5/27	 6:00-7:00pm  The Bridge (AYMC 	
		  Terrace Level)

Financial Needs as of 5/8
$969,228

Receipts as of 5/6
$828,171

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and  

Weekends
May 10-16
Jim Dant

478-737-7298 (m)
May 17-23

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 
message by pressing the  

number “199” for “Pastoral Care  
Emergencies.”

Hospitals
As of the morning of 5/10, there are 
no hospitalized church members of 
whom the Pastoral Care Ministry is 
aware.

Rehab
Hoke Black, Brenda Ballard, Claudia 
Caldwell, Barbara Alexander

Discharged
Theo Lee, Tee Tuten, Sam Oates, 
Fonda Hancock

Rustlings, continued from page 1

5/30	 8:30am and 10:30am  
		  Trinity Sunday
		  Proclaimer: Kyle Matthews
5/31	 AYMC and Church Offices 
		  Closed in Observance of 	
		  Memorial Day
6/4-9	 High School Senior Trip
6/6	 9:30am  Joint Adult Sunday 	
		  School: Know Your Mothers 	
		  (Fellowship Hall)

Rethinking Help! 
Signup: www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-worship

5/10-14: Price and move items. 
5/15, 8:00am-1:00pm: Need 40+ 

volunteers to price everything, move 
items from storage and place them 
on tables in the gym. 

5/17-21: Price items as they arrive. 
5/21, 4:00-7:00pm: Public sale. Need 

10 cashiers, 6 for sales, and 6 for 
loading assistance. 

5/22, 8:00am-2:00pm: Need 10-12 
cashiers, 10 for sales, and 8 for 
loading assistance. 

5/22, 1:00-2:30pm: Need a new group 
to assist donation centers to load 
unsold items into trucks and to 
clean the practice gym afterward.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNERSHIP 
YARD SALE

For information contact:  
frank.smith@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
or amy.joye@firstbaptistgreenville.com

To volunteer, visit  
https://tinyurl.com/npys21

when you walk through these doors 
you will continue to be welcomed, 
challenged and unconditionally 
loved. Congratulations to all our 
2021 graduates. And thank you First 
Baptist Greenville for keeping your 
promises.

—Jim

https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop
https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop

