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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP

Often, many of you tell me, “If you 
need anything, just let me know.” 
I know these words are heartfelt…
and you probably know I won’t ask 
unless it’s a real need. Today, I’m 
asking three easy favors of you.

First, please share a word 
of gratitude to our Technical 
Operations (Tech Ops) staff for 
their work during this pandemic. 
Under the direction of Will Dodson, 
these volunteers have worked 
sound, camera, radio, internet 
links, lights and other equipment 
in multiple contexts (Sanctuary, 
Fellowship Hall, Parlor, Fluor Field, 
the Peace Center, and various 
other venues) in order to ensure 
our congregation had access to 
worship and other programs in 
the past year. These volunteers 
are: Rob Bailey, Will Bailey, 
Stewart Caldwell, Randy Childers, 
Mike Fuller, John Jones, Jenna 
Manning, Brown Miller, Peyton 
Mills, Austin Rabon and Reed 
Wilson.

Second, gracefully and patiently 
follow the regathering protocols 
set by our Reopening Task Force 
and approved by the church’s 
Leadership Team. In short, go to 
the home page of our website 

and make a reservation for 
worship attendance (https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-
worship). Arrive at the church 
campus free of any COVID 
symptoms. Enter the buildings 
through either the Narthex 
entrance or the Chapel entrance. 
(All other entrances will be closed. 
If you have to park an unwalkable 
distance from either of these 
entrances, wait at your car for the 
golf cart to pick you up.) Upon 
entering the building, check-in at 
the registration desk, be seated 
‘wherever’ the usher seats you 
(you probably won’t get your 
favorite seat), remain masked 
throughout the service, exit the 
Sanctuary under the direction of 
an usher, avoid physical contact 
with other worshipers, and drive 
away with a grateful heart. It’s 
going to be great to be together 
again.

Finally, catch up on your planned 
financial support to the church 
or make an additional gift to the 
church. During the month of 
March our gifts were uncommonly 
low. As we move back into our 
Sanctuary and ramp up other 
programming, I encourage you to 
practice an extraordinary level of 
generosity. 

You’ve said, “If you need anything, 
let me know.” This morning, 
these are the things I need. I look 
forward to seeing you Sunday!

—Jim

Wednesday, April 14
6:15pm

Sanctuary by Reservation and
via FBG Website and Facebook

MidWeek Fellowship
Rethinking Help—Kyle Matthews

Sunday, April 18
8:30am and 10:30am

Sanctuary by Reservation and
Via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio 

(10:30am only)
Third Sunday of Easter

Family Dedication
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: In the Wake of a Miracle
Scripture: Acts 3:12-29

Musicians: Sanctuary Choir 

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing the 
stream or have had trouble in the past, 
please email live@firstbaptistgreenville.

com. Include your name, email and 
description of your problem. Thank you for 

your continued support.
—Will D.

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 

Room are open by appointment only, 
Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.  

Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
for appointment.

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com
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To have life abundantly... To me this implies that 
Jesus came to show us the full spectrum of living—in 
the good times and the bad, the easy and the hard, 
the ups and the downs. These are all part of life, after 
all, and Jesus came to give us lots of life! 

This has been quite a year—the isolation, the loss, 
the division, the death. The disruption of the norm 
has given most of us cause to reflect on our lives and 
our living in some way. Perhaps, you’ve struggled. 
Perhaps, you’re still struggling. I’m no Jesus, but 
I join Jesus in his quest to show us the fullness, 
the abundance of life. Many times what helps us 
to acknowledge and live into that fullness of life is 
conversation, so I promise to do my best to be a non-
anxious, non-judgmental, loving, caring conversation 
partner to you. Jesus is calling us to liberation and 
freedom, to live abundantly as the people God made 
us to be. 

Let this serve as a reminder that I offer short-term 
free pastoral counseling to any church member or 
community member. We can have a conversation 
about anything happening in your life—don’t be 
intimated; I’m a super casual person! It’s an honor 

and privilege to spend time with you in my office 
(masked), outside in the prayer garden, on Zoom 
or on the phone. I’m moving back to my normal 
office hours of Tuesday-Thursday, 9-3pm, and 
I’m also available most Sunday mornings during 
the Sunday School hour. Email (kendra.plating@
firstbaptistgreenville.com) or call me (233-2527 
x. 104) to schedule an appointment. I’m also 
including below some important websites for other 
organizations in Greenville that can be a tremendous 
help when you’re having a hard time, emotionally 
or mentally. As a church, we have many resources 
to see you through whatever road you are traveling. 
After such a hard year, let’s learn to live abundantly 
together again.

Canterbury Counseling (https://canterburycounseling.
org/)

Mental Health America, Greenville County (https://
www.mhagc.org/)

NAMI Greenville (https://www.namigreenvillesc.org/)

—Kendra, Minister of Pastoral Care and Counseling

Abundant Living
“I CAME THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE, AND HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY.”
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When we wrote our article last 
month, we were hopeful that we 
would be more or less back to 
normal by May. Well... that isn’t 
quite the case. Food service is not 
yet being offered for meetings in 
the Fellowship Hall, so the First 
Friday Senior Adult Luncheon will 
NOT meet in May. This luncheon 
normally takes a hiatus in the 
summer and resumes in October. 
We hope to meet again in October.

Our first Senior Adult activity will 
be a drive-through frozen yogurt 
social on Friday, June 11, from 
3-5pm. Put that date on your 
calendar and plan to join us.

Plans for other activities will be 
announced as they are reviewed 
and confirmed. We are eager to 
meet again. Thank you so much 
for your patience.

—Eve Arrington Burroughs  
and Brenda League,  

Senior Adult Committee Co-chairs

Senior Moments
WHAT WE KNOW NOW...

mailto:kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:kendra.plating@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://canterburycounseling.org/
https://canterburycounseling.org/
https://www.mhagc.org/
https://www.mhagc.org/
https://www.namigreenvillesc.org/
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March 21-28, our church virtually hosted families 
in the United Ministries IHN program by providing 
rental assistance, care packages, recorded picture 
book read-alouds, and funds for meals and family 
outings. Thanks to your generosity, we also provided 
cleaning supplies for these and future families in 
the program. During non-COVID host weeks, IHN 
families stay at our church with volunteers providing 
meals, setting up bedrooms, and visiting nightly with 
the families. One of our volunteers, Joan Kellett, 
shares her past IHN volunteer experiences: 

Imagine being a single young mother and today 
at work you lost your job! There are no relatives 
nearby to share their homes, no friends to keep 
the kids while you job hunt, and no funds to 
pay rent. “Bath time” will be at the gas station; 
bedtime, sleeping in the car. Hope comes on a 
billboard about United Ministries and the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network. We have enjoyed helping with 
IHN since our church joined the rotation years ago. 
At first, we took supper and stayed to play pool 

or ping pong. And since our Sunday school class 
usually provided the mid-week meal, we enjoyed 
another visit with the families on Wednesdays. 
Retirement brought a new opportunity—staying 
overnight. We were amazed that most families 
were in their rooms studying, showering and 
preparing for bed by 9 o’clock. During one of our 
sessions, we met a mama with two young girls 
who were still in the program when we hosted 
three months later. We were thrilled when the 
girls recognized us and ran to hug us shouting 
our names, just like our own grands! You, too, 
can meet these special folks by volunteering 
your family when our church hosts again. The 
experience will bless your hearts!—Joan Kellett

Please consider volunteering as we are able to 
resume taking our turn to host the IHN families! To 
learn more about IHN, visit https://united-ministries.
org/homeless-services/family-shelter/.

—Cam McDade, First Baptist Greenville  
IHN Team Coordinator

Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) Hosting

Do you 
want to 
address 
racism, 
but don’t 
know 
where to 
begin?

Faith & 
Racial 

Equity: Exploring Power & Privilege 
is an 8-session program that 
awakens groups to the economic 
systems, public policies, cultural 
norms, and hidden biases that 
empower some and oppress 
others.

The first half of the program lays 
the groundwork for understanding 

and identifying racial privilege. 
Sessions 5-8 take a deeper dive 
into specific issues related to 
power and privilege, including 
affirmative action, the school-to-
prison pipeline, disparities within 
the criminal justice system, and 
biases in media representation. 
As with all JustFaith Ministries’ 
programs, participants will explore 
how their faith should inform their 
response to their learning, as well 
as discern action steps for working 
toward racial equity in their own 
communities.

Series Goals:
• Develop awareness of the ways 
that racial privilege impacts our 
communities and ourselves

• Through a deep dive into 
the Gospel of Luke, learn how 
Jesus’s teachings guide us in 
seeking racial justice in today’s 
world.

• Learn practical tools for 
becoming anti-racist, and 
for effecting change in our 
communities.

To learn more about this 8-week 
series (1.5 to 2 hours per session) 
or to attend an information session 
on Sunday, April 18, at 4:00PM, 
contact me at matt.rollins@
firstbaptistgreenville.com.

—Matt

Faith & Racial Equity: Exploring Power & Privilege

https://united-ministries.org/homeless-services/family-shelter/
https://united-ministries.org/homeless-services/family-shelter/
mailto:matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.com


Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to provide 

meals to go as well as Wednesday Night 
Specials at FBG pricing! Visit https://

theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop for 
menu options. Available for drive-thru pick 

up at the kitchen door!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 4/12LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

4/14 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom) 
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth 
  —Middle School
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 
  Rethinking Help with Kyle  
  Matthews (Virtual)
4/18 8:30am and 10:30am  Third  
  Sunday of Easter (Sanctuary)
  Family Dedication 
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 1:00-2:00pm  Yoga for Kids  
  Class
 5:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth—Middle School
4/21 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and 
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth 
  —High School
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 
  Rethinking Help with Kyle  
  Matthews (Sanctuary)
4/25 8:30am and 10:30am  Fourth  
  Sunday of Easter (Sanctuary)
  Family Dedication 
  Proclaimer: Jim Dant
 5:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth—Middle School

Financial Needs as of 4/10
$753,844

Receipts as of 4/9
$556,571

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Week-

ends
April 12-18
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
April 19-25
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the num-
ber “199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Hospitals
Elizabeth Kutz

Rehab
Brenda Ballard, Hoke Black, Claudia 
Caldwell

Discharged
Newt Stall, Corrinne Stewart, Anne 
Simmons, Elizabeth Jemison and 
newborn, Linda Russ

Sympathy
…to the family of Woodie Williams.
…to the family of Jan Smetana.
…to the family of Chris Bowden.

Congratulations
…to Elizabeth Jemison and Andrew 
Malwitz on the birth of a daughter, 
Sarah Jeanne Malwitz, on April 2, 
2021. Sarah Jeanne’s older brother is 
Walter.

Introducing
Andy and Ashley Puciaty, 17 W. 
Tallulah Drive, Greenville 29605, 

4/25 5:00pm  LGBTQ & Friends  
  Support Group (Fellowship Hall)
4/28 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth 
  —High School
 6:15pm  MidWeek Fellowship: 
  Rethinking Help with Kyle  
  Matthews (Sanctuary)

joined FBG on March 29, by previous 
profession of faith and baptism 
from another denomination. Thy are 
employed with Spartanburg Regional 
Hospital System and have a young 
daughter, Alice.

April Focus on Missions

We are collecting the following for 
men at Soteria CDC:
• Bibles
• Toothpaste
• Dental floss

• Deodorant
• Socks
• Washcloths

Bring to FBG Reception M–F, 9am- 
5pm, or any April Sunday morning 
that we gather in person.
OR Order online and ship to:

First Baptist Greenville 
c/o Amy Joye 
847 Cleveland Street 
Greenville, SC 29601

Please contact Laura Stout (laura.
stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com) 
with any questions.

https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop
https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop
mailto:laura.stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com
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