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WORSHIP

Expectation (noun): what we have 
all learned to temper this year; 
something liable to change at the 
last second. From menial to major, 
we have learned that expectations 
exist to be challenged by reality. 

Jesus was all about challenging 
expectations about what kind of 
leader—and Messiah—people 
hoped he would be. We’ve all been 
there. When we hear the beginning 
of a Bible story about Jesus, what 
kind of Jesus do we expect to 
see? Jesus the liberator? Jesus 
the disciplinarian? Jesus the 
political radical? 

Just like us, the Jewish people 
living under Roman rule had 
expectations about what kind of 
leader their Messiah would be. 
When Jesus showed up to be 
baptized by John in the Jordan, 
what kind of Messiah did the 
Jewish people expect to get? Two 
thousand years later, who do we 
expect Jesus to be? If we’re really 
honest with ourselves, what kind 
of Messiah do we want?

This Lenten season, I’ll be leading 
a MidWeek study on Luke 4:1-15 
titled, “Temptations of Jesus.” 
Beginning with the temptations 
(yes, plural!) of Jesus by the 
devil in Luke 4, we’ll think about 
what kind of Messiah Jesus 
was expected to be (and who is 
this “devil” character, anyway?). 
After working through the three 
temptations by the devil, we’ll 
read ahead in Luke’s gospel to 
consider some other ‘temptations’ 
Jesus faced in his lifetime. 

We’ll wonder what kind of 
Messiah the Jewish people 
expected Jesus to be, who WE 
expect Jesus to be, and how he 
both challenges and expands 
those expectations. How Jesus 
responds—in his temptations 
with the devil, and later, in his 
ministry—shows us the kind of 
Messiah Jesus actually is. My 
hope for this series is that by the 
end, our definition of expectation 
might go something like this: 
Expectation (noun): anticipation 
converted to wonder. 

I’m looking forward to beginning 
this study together!    

—Camille

Wednesday, February 24
6:15pm

Via FBG Website and Facebook
MidWeek Fellowship

Proclaimer: Camille Loomis Rehnborg
Bible Study: Temptations of Jesus:  

Luke 4:1-4

Sunday, February 28
10:30am

Second Sunday of Lent
Youth Sunday

Proclaimers: Abby Wilson, Ellie Joye, 
Jack Rollins and Jim Dant 

Sermon: Simply Loved by God, Loving 
Others and Loving Myself

Scripture: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; 
Romans 4:13-25

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

Problems with streaming video? Email  
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com 

and include your name, email and 
description of your problem.  

—Will D.

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room are 
open by appointment only, Monday-Friday, 

8am-12noon. Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday, appointments are available 

5-7pm. Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com 
for appointment.

Chapel Visits
Weekdays, February 17-April 1
Come to sit, meditate, pray or  
visit the Stations of the Cross.
Sign up for 30-minute slot at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-chapel

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-chapel
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-chapel


Psalm 25:1-10

M1—(frustrated) I just talked to the 
doctor a few minutes ago….she 
has decided not to be intubated.
S1—What does that mean? What 
are the next steps?
M2—The doctor said they are 
moving toward comfort measures 
this evening.
S2—(confused) Will we get to see 
her again?
M3—(holding back tears) Yes, the 
nurse said they were working to 
coordinate something through 
facetime this evening….are 
you available for a call later this 
evening?.... Is that something you 
want to do?
S3—(shocked) You mean we won’t 
be able to come into the hospital? 
This is the last time we will be able 
to see her before she dies?

“Make your ways known to me, 
Lord; teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth—teach it to 
me—because you are the God 
who saves me.

I put my hope in you all day long. 
Lord, remember

your compassion and faithful 
love—they are forever!”

(Psalm 25:4-6; CEB)

It’s complicated….grief, that 
is. Grief becomes complicated 
anytime the process becomes 
stuck. Sometimes this is the result 
of forces out of our control (hello 
2020) while other times it is due 
to the inability to continue the 
grieving process. Conversations 
like this have been played out time 
and time again across our nation 
over the past year. Families unable 
to be together and share the gift 
of touch before saying goodbye 
has become part of our new 
reality in the age of COVID-19. 
However, all is not lost. Together 
we can learn to befriend our 
own grievances and move with 
the rhythms they bring. As grief 
expert Dr. Alan Wolfelt writes in 
his book The Wilderness of Grief: 
Finding Your Way “I have learned 
that we cannot go around the 

pain that is the wilderness of our 
grief. Instead, we must journey all 
through it, sometimes shuffling 
along the less strenuous side 
paths, sometimes plowing directly 
into the dark center…In your 
willingness to embrace the pain, 
you honor it.”

During this Lenten season invest 
time thinking about your own 
wilderness of grief.

If you are just entering it, look for 
others as traveling companions.

If you are in the midst of it, listen 
to the rhythm and surrender to the 
song.
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COVID Conversations for Lent
2ND SUNDAY IN LENT—FEBRUARY 28, 2021

continued on page 3
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Happy Birthday

March 2 
Patsy Mitchell
Cascades
6 Fountainview Terrace
#110
Greenville, SC 29607

March 7
Evelyn Owens (90)
Rolling Green
3 Hoke Smith Boulevard
E-106
Greenville, SC 29615

March 12
Brenda Ballard
Patewood-Congaree 
Rehab
2 Griffith Road
Greenville, SC 29607

Pat Stephens (91)
225 Terramont Drive
Greenville, SC 29615

March 15
Freddie Jameson (90)
Spring Park Assisted 
Living
925 North Main Street
Room #303-A
Travelers Rest, SC 
29690

March 17
Frances Treadway
Palmettos Assisted 
Living
810 East Butler Road
Room #100
Greenville, SC 29607
March 27
Cherry Marshall (90)
412 Dellwood Drive
Greenville, SC 29609

Please remember these members of our congregation celebrating birthdays 
in March who are not always able to be out and about:



Although our 2020 Graduate Recognition Sunday 
was unlike any in our past, we still celebrated our 
graduates with a special service. We are hopeful that 
the COVID-19 pandemic will be under control enough 
for us to gather in person this year. On Sunday, 
May 16, First Baptist Greenville will celebrate and 
honor the graduating classes of 2021 – high school, 
college and graduate school. The day will begin in 
the AYMC, when graduates and their families are 
invited to share in a time of breakfast and fellowship 
with our Youth Family. During worship, at 10:30am, 
graduates will wear their graduation caps and gowns, 
be individually recognized, and be given a special 
gift from the church. A special luncheon for our high 
school graduates will follow worship.

We understand that some graduates may not be 
present for our 10:30am worship on Sunday, May 16. 

However, we ask that every graduate submit a recent 
photo of themselves (by Sunday, April 18), so we can 
recognize them in our church newsletter, The Branch, 
and display pictures of all of our graduates on the 
bulletin board outside Jim Dant’s office. 

All graduates who are connected to FBG and are 
graduating this May, please help us by completing a 
Graduate Info Form no later than Sunday, April 18! 
You can find the form by using the link listed below.

Graduate Info Form—https://goo.gl/forms/
AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1
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Calling ALL Graduates!

I am excited to introduce Caleb 
Avery as our new Activities and 
Youth Ministry Center (AYMC) 
Director, filling the position 
previously held by Mittie Taylor. 
Caleb is the founder of 3 The 
Hard Way (3THW), an excellent 
basketball academy that has made 
a positive impact on the travel 
sports landscape here in Greenville 
and is well known all over the 
region, and throughout the state in 
general, for its competitive youth 
teams and well run tournaments. 

However, 
many of you 
have gotten 
to know 
Caleb as 
the AYMC’s 
Evening and 
Weekend 
Supervisor, 
a part-time 

position he has held for several 
years, in addition to running 3THW. 
Caleb will officially begin as AYMC 
Director on March 1, transitioning 
from the position of interim 
director, which he graciously 
assumed after Mittie’s retirement 
in December of 2020.

On behalf of the search 
committee, I invite you to 
warmly and enthusiastically join 
us in welcoming Caleb onto 
the church’s staff and into this 
important role. We are confident 
he will flourish as he takes on the 
leadership and responsibility of 
helping First Baptist Greenville 
live into the AYMC’s mission 
to “strengthen the connection 
between the congregation of First 
Baptist Church and the Greenville 
community and to provide an 
inexpensive and inviting place 
to be healthy, to belong, and to 
serve.”

—Matt

AYM
C

AYMC Director 
Named

If you have come through the other side, look for 
those wandering in grief’s wilderness and hold space 
for their struggle.

Together we can traverse the wilderness of grief and 
just maybe come to find truth in the words of Ram 

Dass “death…is [like] taking off a tight shoe which 
you have worn well.”—Eric Coleman
Prayer: “If there ever comes a day when we can’t 
be together, keep me in your heart. I’ll stay there 
forever.”—Winnie the Pooh

COVID Conversations for Lent continued from page 2



Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues 
to provide meals to go as 
well as Wednesday Night 

Specials at FBG pricing! Visit https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop for 
menu options. Available for drive-thru pick 

up at the kitchen door!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 2/22LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

2/24 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth 
  —High School
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Camille Loomis  
  Rehnborg—Temptations of  
  Jesus: Luke 4:1-4
2/28 10:30am  (Virtual) Second  
  Sunday in Lent
  Youth Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 5:00pm  Sunday Night Live for  
  Youth—High School
 5:00pm  LGBTQ and Friends  
  Support Group (Fellowship  
  Hall)
3/3 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth 
  —Middle School

3/3 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Camille Loomis  
  Rehnborg—Temptations of  
  Jesus: Luke 4:5-8
3/7 10:30am  (Virtual) Third Sunday  
  in Lent
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 4:15pm  Vocare Rehearsal  
  (Sanctuary)
 5:00pm  Sunday Night Live 
   —High School
3/10 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth  
  —Middle School
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship—Temptations of  
   Jesus: Luke 4:9-15

Financial Needs as of 2/20
$376,922

Receipts as of 2/17
$335,939

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

February 22-28
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

March 1-7
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Hospitals
As of the morning of 2/22/2021, there 
are no hospitalized church members 
of whom the Pastoral Care Ministry is 
aware.

Rehab
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard
Cascades: Claudia Caldwell
Clemson Downs: Woodie Williams

Discharged
Carolyn Bradley, Maggie Brown, Dann 
Kirby

Sympathy
…to Malcolm Isley and family in the 
death of his father.
…to the family of Maye-Webb Tatum.
…to the family of Tommy Gallman.
…to Sarah McGregor and family in 
the death of her mother. Last issue 
incorrectly listed the death as her 
sister. We apologize for the error.

Congratulations
…to Courtney and Sean Hartness 
on the birth of a daughter, Catherine 
Louise Tollison Hartness, on February 
5, 2021. Catherine Louise’s older 
siblings are Eugenia and Gladden. Her 
grandparents in our church are Mary 
Lou and Pat Hartness and Dave and 
Linda Tollison.

Introducing
Ryan and Sara Ashley Richardson, 
115 Brookside Avenue, Greenville, 
SC 29607, joined FBG on January 
31, by transfer of letter from another 
Baptist church. Ryan is employed with 
Gaston Sealey Co., and Sarah Ashley 
works with BMW.

February Focus on Missions
Place donations for Greenville’s Gift in 
the Reception Area at the church, or 
send directly to them from their baby 
registry, https://tinyurl.com/fbgfebgg. 
• Baby Clothing 
(size 0-12 
months), new 
and gently used 
(washed)

• Blankets
• Hats and Socks
• Bibs and Burp 
Cloths

• Outerwear

https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop
https://theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop
https://tinyurl.com/fbgfebgg

