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Rustlings

WORSHIP

BY JIM DANT

Wednesday, February 17
Drive-Through Imposition of Ashes
(Narthex Circle)
8:00-9:00am
Noon-1:00pm
5:00-6:00pm
Via FBG Website and Facebook
6:15pm

Ash Wednesday
MidWeek Fellowship
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Bible Study: Wise Leadership During
Wearisome Times: A Study of Nehemiah
Sunday, February 21
10:30am

First Sunday of Lent
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: A Really Big God
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:18-22

Access FBG Website here:
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
Access Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only)
here:
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM
Problems with streaming video? Email
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
and include your name, email and
description of your problem.
—Will D.

This week the Season of Lent
begins. This holy season offers us
the opportunity to know God better.
Traditionally, we explore the adult
life of Jesus - his teachings, actions
and passion. These weeks lead
us to God’s most profound, selfgiving act of love in crucifixion and
resurrection. Our Sunday worship
theme for this Lenten Season is—
Meeting God Again. We will be
exploring the Epistle Lessons in
the lectionary and learning from the
thoughts attributed to St. Peter and
St. Paul. I look forward to sharing
these texts with you in worship…
The Season of Lent and Easter will
also be a time for us to ‘meet each
other again.’ This week, on Ash
Wednesday (February 17), you are
invited to drive through the Narthex
(Sanctuary entrance) parking circle,
meet your ministers, and receive the
imposition of ashes. Ministers will be
there to greet and bless you at the
following times: 8:00-9:00am, noon1:00pm, and 5:00-6:00pm. Then, on
Wednesday evening at 6:15pm, we
will gather via the internet (Facebook
and Vimeo) for an Ash Wednesday
celebration service. We will also
be able to meet in limited numbers
in the Carpenter Chapel during

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room are open
by appointment only, Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.
Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,
appointments are available 5-7pm. Email aymc@
firstbaptistgreenville.com for appointment.

Ash Wednesday Imposition of
Ashes Drive-Through
February 17
8-9am, Noon-1pm, 5-6pm

the Lenten Season. Any family or
‘safe pod’ of friends can reserve
the Chapel for thirty minutes via
the church website. You may use
this time to walk and meditate the
Stations of the Cross (devotional
guides provided in the chapel) or
simply sit in private prayer. Please
limit your time to 30 minutes giving
our facilities personnel time to
sanitize before the next worshipers
and giving the air filtration system
time to circulate. We will also get
to meet each other again on Easter
morning. Don’t forget to put our
early morning Easter service on
your calendar. We will gather—
masked and safely distanced—at
Fluor Field at 8:00am for an early
service. Our regular 10:30am Easter
service will be broadcast from the
Sanctuary.
This Lenten Season affords us the
opportunity to meet God again
and meet each other again. One
of the hallmarks of each season,
however, is engaging our individual
self again. Make this a holy season.
Take the next 40 days and commit
yourself to reading a particular
book of the Bible—slowly and
intentionally. Choose a devotional
book that is meaningful to you.
Pray daily. Engage in a new and
nourishing habit or release an old
and damaging one.
Welcome to the Season of Lent; a
time to meet God, meet each other
and meet ourselves again…
—Jim
Stations of the Cross Meditations
Weekdays, February 17-April 1
Sign up for 30-minute slot at
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0b4daaad2da2f58-chapel

LENTEN DEVOTION

COVID Conversations for Lent
Throughout the Holy Season of Lent, devotional thoughts will be published in The
Branch each week for you to hold and prayerfully ponder. It is our hope that they might
help bring some holy perspective to the past 12 months of a pandemic, our everpresent human fragility, and the ever-present care of God. Today, our devotion journey
begins with an excerpt from one of Dr. Jim Dant’s “Rustlings” articles and a portion of
pastoral prayer offered in worship—both during March of 2020 near the beginning of
the pandemic’s effect on our church and world.
Nita Hamilton

ASH WEDNESDAY—FEBRUARY 17, 2021—PSALM 51:11
From Dr. Dant’s March 2020
article, “Given the recent
announcements of ‘States of
Emergency’ in our nation and
state, and given the ethical
responsibility we have to slow
the spread of COVID-19 in our
immediate community, we have
decided to cancel services
tomorrow and intentionally set
a path forward: …all scheduled
‘gatherings’ of the church

congregation will be suspended…
worship will be provided via
Livestream and radio. All pastoral
care visits will be made via
telephone, email, Skype or other
electronic means…offices will
be open on a normal schedule.
We will continue to pray for our
neighbors and world.”
From a pastoral prayer offered
during worship on March 22,

2020, “God of holiness and
presence, we have been offered
an unexpected path through this
year’s season of Lent. An invisible
threat has disrupted the rhythm
of our lives and exposed a mostly
uncharted landscape for both the
world and your kingdom. Instead
of Lenten practices and fasting
from indulgences, perhaps it will
be social distancing that brings us
closer to you this time. Amen.”

1ST SUNDAY IN LENT—FEBRUARY 21, 2021
Me: God, all I hold dear is gone. The foundations
of strength, the support from friends, the safety of
all people, your very presence—all are missing. My
vision is blurred. My foundations of faith have been
replaced by fog and darkness. I am in exile, lost and
disoriented. Where are you?
Yahweh: Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm
46:10)
Me: Be still? Are you kidding me? That’s all I’ve been
doing—seeing no friends, avoiding personal contact,
celebrating the Holy Days separated from my family. I
feel like a leper, kicked out and quarantined, watching
as my fellow lepers are dying and suffering. Where
are you?
Yahweh: Don’t panic. I’m with you. There’s no need
to fear, for I’m your God. (Isaiah 41:10, The Message)
Me: If you are with me, help me. My panic and
my fear are difficult to control because I don’t
understand.
Yahweh: “You do not yet see things clearly. You are
squinting in a fog, peering through the mist, but it
will not be long before the weather clears and the
sun shines bright.... But for right now, until that

completeness
comes, you have
but three things
to do. Trust
steadily in me,
your God; hope
unswervingly; and
love extravagantly.”
(adapted from 1
Corinthians 13:12-13, The Message)

Ben Mullinax

Return the joy of your salvation to me and sustain me
with a willing spirit. (Psalm 51:12)
God of comfort and sustenance, as we face another
week of social distancing and appropriate measures
among a flurry of confusing news and mixed
messages, help us to be available but not careless,
lest we inadvertently spread the thing we are trying
to stop; help us to be vigilant but not rash, lest
we act out of fear; help us to be optimistic but not
overconfident, lest we undermine the progress that
has been made thus far; help us keep our distance
but not grow accustomed to isolation, lest we lose
the sense of community the church provides in your
kingdom. Amen. (from 3/22/2020 pastoral prayer)

The Bridge Young Adult and
College group spent the last
Saturday of January digging in the
dirt in near-freezing temperatures.
In all my wisdom, I chose to have
us meet at 9:00 on a January
morning to walk over to Annie’s
House to help prepare the land
for spring planting. Our mix of
young adults and college students

bundled up and spent the morning
pulling weeds and spreading
mulch. Despite the cold, we had
a great time learning more about
Annie’s House and helping the
staff prepare for the new growth
that will spring up in just a few
months. Following our morning of
service, we regrouped for lunch
outside the AYMC. We spread

Missions Gifts and Giving

As you think about February and the life of our
church, I hope Foundation Sunday also comes to
mind. Each year, we celebrate the incredible gifts the
Foundation has provided since its founding in 1992.
The Missions and Affiliations Committee is pleased

to share the beneficiaries of the 2020 Foundation
mission funds, which totaled just over $100,000:
• Amani Sasa (Uganda)
• Mere Christianity
Forum
• FBG mission trip
scholarships
• Ministry of Rick and
Lita Sample (California)
• Fostering Great Ideas
• Momentum Bike Clubs
• Iglesia Bautisa del
Camino (Guanajay,
• Partners in Literacy
Cuba)
Haiti
• Jasmine Road
• Pendleton Place
• Koinonia of Columbia
• Pride Link
• Loaves & Fishes
• Project Host
• Mayan Intercultural
• Sustaining Way
Seminary (Mexico)
• United Ministries
• Mental Health America • West Greenville School
Greenville
• YouthBASE
If you would like more information on these
organizations or how to get involved in FBG missions,
contact me at laura.stout@firstbaptistgreenville.com
or 233-2527 ext. 145.
—Laura

MISSIONS

Happy February! This is the time of year we
are usually in full swing with Inasmuch Day
registration! While we are taking this year off
from our usual churchwide day of local missions,
we hope you will find ways to learn about and
support the organizations we have been honored
to serve alongside in the past. Go to https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/thanks/ for a look at last
year. Also, check The Branch and FBG website each
month for our missions focus collection (https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/missions/) and continue
bringing your canned fruit donations each week. We
look forward to announcing our 2022 Inasmuch Day
date in the coming months—stay tuned!

out around our patio heaters and
enjoyed laughter and fellowship
as we spent the early afternoon
together. It was not the retreat in
Montreat, NC, we have come to
expect this time of year; however,
it still reminded us that our group
exists to be in community with one
another during this unique season
of life.
—Will Raybon

COLLEGE-YOUNG ADULTS

The Bridge Retreat

Hospitals

Rehab

Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard

On Call Nights and Weekends
February 15-21
Jim Dant
478-737-7298 (m)
February 22-28
Kyle Matthews
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this
minister at the above number,
please call the Church Office,
864-233-2527, and leave a
message by pressing the number
“199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”
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…to Sarah McGregor and family in the
death of her sister.
…to Vance Milford and family in the
death of his aunt.

St. Francis-Downtown: Dann Kirby
Lexington Medical Center: Carolyn L.
Bradley

Cascades: Claudia Caldwell
Clemson Downs: Woodie Williams

Discharged
Harriet Major

Sympathy
…to Diane Reynolds and family in the
death of her mother.
…to Gwen Smith and family in the
death of her mother and Tess Camp
and Chesnee Marshall and families in
the death of their grandmother.
…to the family of Earl Furman Sr.
…to Bob Cloaninger and famly in the
death of his sister and Matt Cloaninger
in the death of his aunt.

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Financial Needs as of 2/13
$323,076
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Care List

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Uptown Catering continues
to provide meals to go as
well as Wednesday Night
Specials at FBG pricing! Visit https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop for
menu options. Available for drive-thru pick
up at the kitchen door!

Care List as of Morning, 2/16

Pastoral Care

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).

Meals to Go

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Receipts as of 2/5
$290,025

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

2/17 8:00-9:00am Imposition of
		 Ashes Drive-through
Noon-1:00pm Imposition of
Ashes Drive-through
5:00-6:00pm Imposition of
		 Ashes Drive-through
5:00pm Wednesdays for Youth
		 —All Youth
6:15pm (Virtual) Ash 		
		 Wednesday Service
2/21 10:30am (Virtual) First Sunday
		 in Lent
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
4:15pm Vocare Rehearsal
		 (Sanctuary)
5:00pm Sunday Night Live for
		 Youth—Middle School
2/24 4:00pm Preschool Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Wednesdays for Youth
		 —High School
6:15pm (Virtual) MidWeek
		 Fellowship: Camille Loomis
		 Rehnborg—Temptations of
		 Jesus: Luke 4:1-4

2/28 10:30am (Virtual) Second Sunday
		 in Lent
		 Youth Sunday
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
3/3 4:00pm Preschool Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Wednesdays for Youth
		 —Middle School
6:15pm (Virtual) MidWeek
		 Fellowship: Camille Loomis
		 Rehnborg—Temptations of
		 Jesus: Luke 4:5-8
3/7 10:30am (Virtual) Third Sunday
		 in Lent
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
4:15pm Vocare Rehearsal
		 (Sanctuary)
5:00pm Sunday Night Live—HS

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events

(service links on church website)

Congratulations
…to Allison and Reed Erskine on the
birth of a son, Steven Hayes Erskine,
born February 3, 2021. Hayes’s
grandparents in our church are
Darlene and Steve Coogler.

February Focus on Missions:
Greenville’s Gift
FBG is collecting baby items for
Greenville’s Gift. You may place gifts
in the crib in the Reception Area at the
church, or send a gift directly to them
from their baby registry, https://www.
amazon.com/baby-reg/greenvillesgiftseptember-2021-greenville/
VC5KNPMB28VC.
• Baby Clothing (size 0-12 months),
new and gently
used (washed)

• Bibs and Burp
Cloths

• Blankets

• Outerwear

• Hats and Socks

