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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP
Wednesday, February 3

Via FBG Website and Facebook
MidWeek Fellowship
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Bible Study: Wise Leadership During 
Wearisome Times: A Study of Nehemiah

Sunday, February 7
10:30am

Foundation Sunday
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Where Power Goes
Scripture: Mark 1:29-39

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing the 
video stream or have had trouble in 

the past, please email  
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Include your name, email and 
description of your problem.  

Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

My grandmother told me more than 
once (and your grandmother might 
have told you too), it is impolite to 
discuss religion, politics and money 
in public. In her mind, these subjects 
tended to divide people rather than 
bring people together. Of course, I 
would eventually choose a profession 
where these three subjects cannot be 
avoided. With her words echoing in 
my memory, I have been determined 
to create safe and sacred space 
for people to share their diversity of 
opinions toward a shared wisdom. 
Since none of us have a monopoly on 
‘right thinking,’ it is healthy to have 
these conversations.

The only topic more hidden—more 
avoided—than money, religion or 
politics is…death. In days past, 
death was a visible, tactile entity. 
In a multitude of cultures, families 
participated in the care of the dying, 
the cleansing and preparation of 
the dead for burial, and watching 
over the dead body in the home or 
public settings. Some cultures have 
retained elements of these practices, 
but our western culture has move 
death to more private spaces. ICU’s 
are embedded in private central 

AYMC Hours

AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room are open by appointment only,  
Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.  

Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, appointments are available 5-7pm.   
Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com for appointment.

areas of the hospital. Bodies are 
prepared for burial in unseen rooms 
of mortuaries. Burials are often held 
in private ceremonies around the 
ground of columbarium. Much of this 
insulation is a necessary outcome of 
our scientific knowledge, while much 
more of it may be a result of our 
emotional and spiritual discomfort 
with death. The death toll of 
COVID-19 has put this subject back 
in the center of our conversations 
and awareness. 

I used to fear death. A turning point 
for me came during a conversation 
with a colleague. She observed, 
“You face every avenue of life with a 
sense of curiosity and adventure. I 
wonder why you don’t feel the same 
way about death?” That observation 
was the personal insight I needed. 
Today, I want to live as long as 
possible, so I take care of myself. I 
also want my influence to live on as 
long as possible, so I’ve taken care 
of my ‘end of life planning.’ My will 
is written. A portion of my meager 
assets will extend my life through 
my children. A portion of my meager 
assets will extend my life through my 
church. 

Oh, by the way, this Sunday is 
Foundation Sunday. It’s our annual 
reminder to live well now…and allow 
your influence to live on through the 
life and work of the church. 

—Jim
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When a church member suffered a stroke, 
Frank Smith called upon a group of seniors 
to build a ramp. Headed by Jim Cauble, 
who drew the plans and ordered all of the 
materials, construction began on Thursday, 
December 17, 2020. By 3:30 on Friday 
afternoon, the ramp was completed. The team 
included Jim Cauble, Wofford Green, Pat 
Counts, Bruce Brown, Mike Kellet and me. 
The age range of the group was 64 to 88 with 
an average age of 73.

—Tom Kirby

In place of our annual Love 
Luncheon, the Children’s Ministry 
has cooked up a yummy way for 
adults and elementary-aged kids 
to get to know each other. We 
know you’ll love it! Who doesn’t 
love cookies?!

Families will bake cookies (from 
a pre-made dough) to share with 
honorary grandparents. Both kids 
and adults will fill out getting-to-
know-you forms and send them off 
with a short note. Everyone gets 

cookies and meets someone new! 
It’s a sweet and safe way during 
COVID-19 to help friendship grow!

Wondering exactly how this will 
work? Here are the details: 

Instructions for Kids: Registered 
kids will receive a Cookies and 
Friendship Kit February 7, 4:30-
5:30pm at the Rotunda breezeway. 
The kit will include pre-made 
cookie dough and frosting, as 
well as a fun form to fill out to 
help honorary grandparents get 

to know them. Families bake 
the cookies at their convenience 
sometime before February 14. 
Once the cookies are prepared, 
families will have the option 
of dropping some off at their 
matched adult’s doorstep or at the 
church for pick up. 

Instructions for Adults: Registered 
adults will wait to receive freshly 
baked cookies from their honorary 
grandchildren on or before 
Valentine’s Day, February 14. 
(They’ll have the option of having 
them delivered or picking them up 
at the church.) Upon receiving the 
cookies, they’ll fill out a matching 
getting-to-know-you form and will 
put it in the mail along with a note 
to their cookie bakers! 

Cookies and new friendship—what 
could be better?

Registration for families and 
adults begins January 25 and 
ends February 3. HERE is the 
link! https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/event-cookies-for-honorary-
grandparents/

—Becky
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Senior Moments

Baking Up Friendship!
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Before the pandemic, all of us did a lot of things 
differently. Most of those things we miss, and some 
maybe not as much. One thing I used to do that I 
miss is gathering by the Come Unto Me Window 
after worship with visitors, new members, or anyone 
who just wanted to check in with me or with another 
pastor. Sometimes, from that spot by the window 
we would go on a tour of the church hallways, the 
Sunday School classrooms, or sometimes we would 
even hang out in the Sanctuary for a deeper look at 
what all is in there, and why. 

Beginning in February, we’re getting these after 
worship gatherings going again! No, not actually in 
the Sanctuary near the Come Unto Me Window, but 
yes, virtually, near the Zoom Unto Me Window. I know 
it’s not ideal, but let’s try it and see what happens. 
Each week, Jim, or whoever is handling the Service 
and Fellowship of the church announcements, will 
direct all who are interested to a link on the website 
and Facebook page for that day’s online gathering. 

Anyone is welcome to join in, but those who will 
benefit the most are visitors, new members, and our 
distance members who live out of town. These will 
only be as long as they need to be, probably fifteen 
to twenty minutes, but bring your questions, personal 
updates and concerns, and hopes for the coming 
months. I want to hear them, and I’m ready to get 
back to gathering for conversation after worship!

—Matt
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After Worship Gathering

You’re invited to a Baby Shower to 
show your love this February!

Honoring: Beloved Babies served 
by Greenville’s Gift

Who: The entire church is invited!

When: Month of February

Where: Crib in Reception Area at 
FBG or Amazon Baby Registry

How: Drop off at the church or 
virtually using the link below

The Details:

During the month of February, 
FBG is collecting baby items 
for Greenville’s Gift, a non-profit 
organization that “gives clothing 

and other essential baby items 
to newborns in need” in our 
area. Their website, https://www.
greenvillesgift.com, states, “We 
collect new and gently used infant 
clothing and baby items from the 
Greenville community, assemble 
them into a gift bundle, and then 
work with community partners to 
give them to moms in financial 
need.” 

We will have a crib set up in the 
Reception Area to collect gifts at 
the church. You can also donate 
using Greenville’s Gift baby 
registry, https://www.amazon.
com/baby-reg/greenvillesgift-
september-2021-greenville/
VC5KNPMB28VC, sending the 

gift directly to their building. They 
collect new and gently used (and 
washed) clothing. For examples of 
items they collect, see the registry 
and this list:

• Baby Clothing (size 0-12 
months) including onesies, 
sleepers, one-piece outfits and 
outfit sets
• Hats and Socks
• Blankets
• Bibs and Burp Cloths
• Outerwear

—Anna Woodham,  
Missions Committee
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February Focus on Missions
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Meals to Go
Uptown Catering provides Wednesday 

Night Specials at FBG pricing! Visit https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/shop for 
menu options. Available for drive-thru pick 

up at the kitchen door!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 2/1

Hospitals
As of the morning of February 1, there 
are no hospitalized church members 
of whom the Pastoral Care Ministry is 
aware.

Rehab
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard
Cascades: Claudia Caldwell
Clemson Downs: Woodie Williams

Discharged
Caitlin Hunt and newborn, Steve 
Coogler, Pamela Dickerson Davis

Sympathy
…to Rob Pyett and Judy Snyder and 
families in the death of their brother 
and Ben Snyder and family in the 
death of his uncle.
…to Paige B. Armstrong and Melanie 
B. Pouch and families in the death of 
their uncle.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

February 1-7
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

February 8-14
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this 
minister at the above number, 
please call the Church Office, 
864-233-2527, and leave a 

message by pressing the number 
“199” for “Pastoral Care  

Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 1/30
$215,384

Receipts as of 1/25
$172,996

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

2/3 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth 
  —High School
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
2/7 10:30am  (Virtual) Worship
  Foundation Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 6:00pm  All Youth Drive-In Big 
   Game Party (till end of  
   halftime)
2/10 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth  
  —Middle School
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
2/12-14   All Youth Winter Retreat

2/14 10:30am (Virtual) Transfiguration  
  Sunday
 Communion
 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
2/15 AYMC and Church Offices  
  Closed in Observance of  
  Presidents’ Day
2/17 8:00-9:00am  Imposition of  
  Ashes Drivethrough  
 Noon-1:00pm  Imposition of  
 Ashes Drivethrough  
 5:00-6:00pm Imposition of  
  Ashes Drivethrough
 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth  
  –High School 
 6:15pm  (Virtual) Ash   
  Wednesday Service

Congratulations
…to Brett and Louie Flowers on the 
birth of a daughter, Charlotte Ann 
Flowers, born January 11, 2021. 
Charlotte’s older brother is Louie Jr., 
and her grandparents in our church 
are Judy and Ron Barbare.

Introducing
Teri Carter, 26 Magnolia Crest, 
Simpsonville 29681, joined FBG 
on January 2, by transfer of letter 
from another Baptist church. Teri is 
employed at Bell Carrington.
Jeremy Murphy, 41 Brookmore Drive, 
Greenville 29605, joined FBG on 
January 4, by transfer of letter from 
another Baptist church. Jeremy is 
employed with Greenville County 
schools. He and his wife, Jennifer, are 
members of the Gayle Price Class and 
have a daughter, Ainsley.
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