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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP
Wednesday, January 20

Via FBG Website and Facebook
MidWeek Fellowship
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Bible Study: Wise Leadership During 
Wearisome Times: A Study of Nehemiah

Sunday, January 24
10:30am

Via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio
Deacon Ordination and Installation

Communion
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Leaving Our Comfort Zones
Scripture: Mark 1:14-20

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 89.7 FM, 91.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing the 
video stream or have had trouble in 

the past, please email  
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Include your name, email and 
description of your problem.  

Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

One of the great temptations for all 
ministers (all people of faith, in fact) 
is the inappropriate redaction of our 
holy texts. More simply said, we quote 
scripture out of context. This selective 
redaction allows us to prop up our 
arguments, validate our actions, find 
hope for our struggles, and construct 
an image of God that works for us. 
The practice isn’t all bad. It requires 
some familiarity with scripture, some 
constructive thought, and some 
degree of faith. It is embodied in a 
cartoon I read this week captioned, 
“I can do all things through a verse 
taken out of context.” Again, this 
is not all bad; however, it does 
potentially present a fallacious image 
of faith to the listening world.
Mark is a good friend of mine. He 
is an African American minister and 
a solid theologian. Years ago, we 
were attending a convention. We 
were seated together in the upper 
balcony—the perfect place to both 
listen and whisper. The keynote 
speaker drove home the point of his 
sermon with a quote from Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and I heard Mark sigh. 
I whispered, “What’s wrong?” He 
responded, “I get tired of white people 

AYMC Hours

AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room are open by appointment only,  
Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.  

Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, appointments are available 5-7pm.   
Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com for appointment.

picking and choosing quotes from Dr. 
King in order to shape him into what 
they need him to be.” Then he added, 
“Of course, you are the exception.” 
We both laughed at his addendum 
knowing I was no exception.
I enjoyed reading and hearing the 
many quotes posted and shared 
by my fellow ministers and friends. 
I purposely did not quote Dr. King 
in my speaking or writing this past 
weekend. I decided in my Sunday 
sermon to preach about issues I felt 
were central to his life message: the 
dangers of prejudice, the potential 
inherent in every human being, and 
the centrality of serving God in all 
our lives. Rather than quoting Dr. 
King, I tried to write a sermon to 
which he might give an affirming nod 
and an “Amen.” I plan to spend the 
rest of the week in quiet service to 
my world—the primary suggestive 
celebrative mode of MLK Day. I was 
able to perform volunteer service—
quietly and anonymously on Sunday 
and Monday. I plan to do the same 
each day as this week continues. 
Next year, I’ll probably be quoting 
Dr. King again. His words are rich 
and deep. I’ll do my best not to 
take them out of context or do a 
disservice to his heart by making 
them fit mine. This year, for me, it’s all 
about service. This year, it’s all about 
quietly, anonymously trying to make 
my world a better place. I hope you’ll 
do the same.                             —Jim
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Wow, what a great place First Baptist is to be! Joining 
a church staff and participating in ministry to children 
and youth with special needs looks different these 
days, but so far I have enjoyed outdoor visits with 
donuts, Zoom Sunday School on Sunday mornings, 
and lots of brainstorming. I’m so thankful that we 
have such friendly, caring families in our church. 

I have also been working on expanding inclusion in 
age-appropriate ministries and redesigning our self-
contained Sunday School class. We have moved this 
class closer to the “action” on the Children’s Ministry 
hallway. You may know this room by the beautiful 
papier-mâché St. Francis of Assisi statue (made by 
children from our church years ago). For this reason, 
the name of the class will be the “St Francis Class”! 
I’m drawn to the famous quote by St. Francis—
“Preach the gospel at all times… when necessary, 
use words.” 

My “big picture plan” for our ministry to children 
and youth with special needs is a whole-church 
collaboration, focusing on inclusion where it works, 
and a quality self-contained program when it’s 
needed. Some of our children and youth may prefer 

to stay in the St. Francis class throughout the Sunday 
School hour, while some may go with a buddy to their 
same-aged-peer class. Some of us may sit with our 
families during worship, while some may like to sit 
together in the Sanctuary for a portion of the service. 

With that in mind, I have three questions!

1-Are you interested in volunteering to serve as a 
buddy alongside children and youth with special 
needs in our congregation? 

2-Is your family impacted by disability? 

3-Would you like to connect with others in our 
church? Right now, we are focusing on serving those 
with special needs from birth to age 18. 

Please email me at sarah.ramsey-smith@
firstbaptistgreenville.com if your answer to any of 
these questions is “yes!”

Thank you for being so welcoming as we explore 
exciting possibilities together!

—Sarah Ramsey-Smith

Last year was difficult for everybody, and college students had to make many adjustments in order to 
continue pursuing their education. For some, this is their first year, and they had to complete their first 
semester from their rooms. For others, this is their final year of college, and they are having to finish it 
remotely without being able to see their friends and teachers. It was a strange year, and 2021 continues 
to bring challenges. 
Fortunately, college students 
are a resilient group, and 
I have no doubt that they 
will finish their academic 
year strong. First Baptist’s 
Youth Family again rose to 
the task of ensuring that 
all our college students 
received their annual college 
care package. I hope these 
pictures will bring some joy 
into your life today!

—Will Raybon
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Special at FBG

Care for College Students
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The title to this article could bring 
to the minds of those of us who 
are senior adults an experience 
that is rather common. Doctors 
tell us that when we get older, 
three things begin to happen to 
us. One is that we have moments 
when we cannot remember some 
things that we have known for 
many years. I forget what the other 
two things are. Our title, however, 
might bring to mind another 
application. Webster’s dictionary 
defines “moment” as “a minute 
portion of time” or “an instant.” 
Our title, therefore, might prompt 
us to consider the stewardship of 
our time. In Ephesians 5:15 the 
Apostle Paul urged us to be wise 
as we redeem the time. Benjamin 
Mays aptly penned the lines:

I have only just a minute,
Just sixty seconds in it;
Forced upon me—can’t refuse it.
Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it,
I must suffer if I lose it,
Give account if I abuse it,

Just a tiny little minute
But eternity is in it.

January is a month that is 
associated with New Year’s 
resolutions. I have a suggestion 
for a resolution appropriate for us 
senior adults. My suggestion is: 
“In 2021 I resolve to be involved 
in the Senior Adult Ministry of our 
church.” Our church has a great 
program for senior adults, and our 
blessings will be many.

Teachers tell us that a church’s 
senior adult program should 
have five characteristics: (1) 
spiritual enrichment, (2) learning 
opportunities, (3) socialization, 
(4) opportunities to serve others, 
and (5) opportunities to be served.  
Our church excels in each area. 
We have wonderful programs in 
our Fellowship Hall with delicious 
meals served. We take trips to 
places far and near. Some of our 
trips last for a week. We have fun. 
We make new friends. We serve.

We who are senior adults may 
retire from some things, but we 
never retire from serving the 
Lord. It would take many pages 
to list the names of men and 
women whose greatest work 
was done in the latter years 
of life. Albert Edward Wiggam 
said, “Nearly two-thirds of all the 
greatest deeds ever performed 
by human beings—the victories 
in battles, the greatest books, the 
greatest pictures and statues—
have been accomplished after 
the age of sixty.” Because I like 
sports, several years ago I found 
it interesting to read that Amos 
Alonzo Stagg retired as the 
football coach at the College of 
the Pacific when he was 98 years 
of age. Remember, Moses was 
eighty when he stood at a burning 
bush, and he was just beginning 
his greatest work!

—Bill Lacy
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Senior Moments

Although our 2020 Graduate Recognition Sunday 
was unlike any in our past, we still celebrated our 
graduates with a special service. We are hopeful that 
the COVID-19 pandemic will be under control enough 
for us to gather in person this year. On Sunday, 
May 16, First Baptist Greenville will celebrate and 
honor the graduating classes of 2021—high school, 
college and graduate school. The day will begin in 
the AYMC, when graduates and their families are 
invited to share in a time of breakfast and fellowship 
with our Youth Family. During worship, at 10:30am, 
graduates will wear their graduation caps and gowns, 
be individually recognized, and be given a special 
gift from the church. A special luncheon for our high 
school graduates will follow worship.

We understand that some graduates may not be 
present for our 10:30am worship on Sunday, May 16. 
However, we ask that every graduate submit a recent 
photo of themselves (by Sunday, April 18), so we can 
recognize them in our church newsletter, The Branch, 
and display pictures of all of our graduates on the 
bulletin board outside Jim Dant’s office. 

All graduates who are connected to FBG and are 
graduating this May, please help us by completing 
a Graduate Info Form no later than Sunday, April 18! 
You can find the form by using the link listed below.

Link to Graduate Info Form—https://goo.gl/forms/
AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1
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Calling ALL Graduates!

https://goo.gl/forms/AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1
https://goo.gl/forms/AGFq9ZzClfNXAKyq1


Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to 
provide meals to go as well as 

Wednesday Night Specials at FBG 
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/

shop) to view their menu options. All 
meals will be available for drive-thru 

pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t 
even have to get out of your vehicle!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 1/19

Hospitals
Prisma-Greenville Memorial: Steve 
Coogler
Prisma-Patewood: Betty Smoak

Rehab
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard
Cascades: Claudia Caldwell
Foothills Presbyterian: Virgil Story

Discharged
Jimmy Jeter, Rob Pyett, Catherine 
Crowe

Sympathy
…to Bruce Brown and family in the 
death of his father.
…to Frank Smith and family in the 
death of his mother.
…to Tess Camp and Chesnee Marshall 
and families in the death of their 
grandmother.
…to the family of Bill Cheek.
…to Julie Moniot and family in the 
death of her father.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

January 18-24
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
January 25-31
Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call 

the Church Office, 864-233-2527, 
and leave a message by pressing 

the number “199” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 1/16
$107,692

Receipts as of 1/15
$65,348

Receipts  
as of 12/31
$117,810

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

1/20 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/24 10:30am  (Virtual) Jim Dant,  
  Proclaimer
1/27 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/31 10:30am  (Virtual) Jim Dant,  
  Proclaimer
2/3 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)

2/3 5:00pm  Wednesdays for Youth 
  —High School
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
2/7 10:30am  (Virtual) Worship
  Foundation Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer
 6:00pm  All Youth Drive-In Big 
   Game Party (till end of  
   halftime)

Enrollment for FBDS 
2021-2022 School Year

Church member priority enrollment period 
ends on January 24, 2021. 
To enroll infants who are eight weeks old 
through toddlers turning two years old 
after 9/1/2021, contact Rosemary New: 
rosemary.new@ firstbaptistgreenville.
com or 864-370-2515. To enroll children 
turning two years old through five 
years old prior to 9/1/2021, contact 
Dewanda Martin: dewanda.martin@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864- 271-
2613.

…Sandy Langley and Linda Tollison 
and families in the death of their 
mother.

Congratulations
...to Jessica Kelliher Rabon and 
Spence Rabon on the birth of 
a daughter, Sawyer Jo Rabon, 
born January 11, 2021. Sawyer’s 
grandparents in our church are 
Neil and Susan Rabon; her great 
grandparents in our church are Paul 
and Nancy Goldsmith.
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