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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP
Wednesday, January 13

Via FBG Website and Facebook
MidWeek Fellowship
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Bible Study: Wise Leadership During 
Wearisome Times: A Study of Nehemiah

Sunday, January 17
10:30am

Via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio
Proclaimer: Jim Dant 

Sermon: Outgrowing Our Fig Tree
Scripture: John 1:43-51

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 89.7 FM

Effective Monday, January 11, our 
Sunday morning worship service 

will move from 92.9FM and be heard 
on 89.7FM, as noted above. Please 
reset your dials to participate in our 

service!

If you are having trouble viewing the 
video stream or have had trouble in 

the past, please email  
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Include your name, email and 
description of your problem.  

Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

It is the most common sermonic 
rookie mistake among new 
preachers—cramming multiple 
sermons into one sermon. These 
lengthy diatribes usually contain three 
or four ideas which could each be 
independently shaped into a sermon. 
In the early days of preaching, 
however, we are exuberant over the 
wealth of discovered gems and feel 
the youthful pressure to say it all at 
once. (If in these early days we could 
sense the pressure of preaching for 
three or four decades, we’d save a 
few of those jewels!) This article feels 
like one of my sermons of yesteryear. 
I’m going to cram three articles into 
one!

Our congregation—for the seventh 
year in a row—has generously 
exceeded our Mission and Ministry 
Plan (budget) needs for the year. 
Thank you! 2020 presented us with 
unseen challenges and expenses 
(guest artists, increased commitments 
to local non-profits, technical 
upgrades for COVID-19 broadcasts, 
and resource assistance to church 
and community members), and your 
gifts made it possible for all needs to 

AYMC Hours

AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room are open by appointment only,  
Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.  

Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, appointments are available 5-7pm.   
Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com for appointment.

be met. This is our congregational 
testimony to the fact that generosity 
is an ongoing spiritual practice—a 
reflection of our faith.

I published a new book during 
COVID-19. (Really, if you can’t 
leave the house, you’ve got to do 
something!) You can purchase 
your copy of Namaste, Newbie! My 
Hilariously Holy First Year Practicing 
Yoga and a Simple Guide to Getting 
You Started at the Welcome Desk 
of the church or from your favorite 
online bookseller. It hit the market 
at #2760 among published yoga 
books and in three weeks had made 
it to Amazon’s top 100! It’s fun and 
inspirational…and no, you don’t have 
to practice yoga to enjoy it.

We will continue to worship via virtual 
broadcasts for the months of January 
and February. Our Leadership Team 
met in late December to review 
COVID-19-related data for our city, 
county and state. We determined 
that with numbers rising to new 
peaks, this was not the time to 
regather safely. 

Now, how do I tie all of this together 
into one convoluted sermon? Here 
goes…while you are staying home 
and staying safe, read a new book, 
and continue to support the work of 
your church through your witness in 
the world and your faithful generosity.

—Jim

https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
https://www.facebook.com/fbcgreenvillesc/
mailto:live@firstbaptistgreenville.com
mailto:aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com


Despite 2020’s best efforts, we have made it to a new year! May 
you receive the words of these blessings from world faiths as this 
new year dawns. 

—Camille

At the end of this 
2020/2021 academic year, 
Kathy Stewart will retire as 
Co-Director of Educational 
Practices at First Baptist 
Day School. Kathy has 
served the school for 
25 years—11 years as a 
teacher and 14 years as 
a director. The love and 

passion Kathy has for her work has been evident 
each day of her service. Like so many of us, Kathy 
is looking forward to traveling—once it is safe—and 
spending time with her mother in Georgia.

A search committee has been formed to find the next 
co-director for FBDS. Please keep this group in your 
prayers:

Jim Dant
Brad Easterling
Jenna Manning
Dewanda Martin
Rosemary New
Janna Pennington, chair
Susan Redmond

Interested applicants may submit their information to 
contact@firstbaptistgreenville.com.

I am looking forward to several more months of 
Kathy’s leadership in our church and church’s school!

—Jenna
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Kathy Stewart Retires

As the new year dawns upon us
We seek your forgiveness for the 

sins of the past.
May our one resolution for this 

coming year
Be to walk with you from the first 

day to the last.
Fill each day with a new 

awareness of your presence
And make us a blessing to those 

around us. 
—“A New Year,” Rev. Dr. Joyce 

Blakney Duerr, American Baptist

Make of yourself a light.
—Buddha

Oh God,
You are peace.
From you comes peace,
To you returns peace.
Revive us with a salutation of 

peace,
And lead us to your abode of 

peace.
—Prophet Muhammad

May we struggle against 
institutional injustice,

free those from oppression and 
contempt,

act with purity of heart and mind,
despising none, defrauding none, 

hating none,
cherishing all, honoring every child 

of God, every creature of the 
earth.
—Rabbi John L. Rosove, excerpt 

from “A Prayer for the Jewish New 
Year”

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
For the peace that is from above, 
and for the salvation of our souls: 
For the peace of the whole world; 
for the welfare of God’s Holy 
Churches, and for the union of all. 

—excerpt from Greek Orthodox 
Office of Thanksgiving at the  

New Year

Be generous in prosperity and 
thankful in adversity. Be fair in 
thy judgment and guarded in thy 
speech. Be a lamp unto those who 
walk in darkness and a home to 
the stranger. Be eyes to the blind 
and a guiding light unto the feet of 
the erring. Be a breath of life to the 
body of humankind, a dew to the 
soil of the human heart, and a fruit 
upon the tree of humility.
—Baha’i Prayer for Peace, Offered 
at United Nations Day of Prayer for 

World Peace, 1986

May the Great Mystery
make sunrise in your heart.

—Sioux Indian saying



The conveyance of blessing through touch has 
long been part of our faith tradition. In Israel’s early 
history, Abraham—and the successive patriarchs—
transferred the family blessing to their children by 
laying hands on their heads. Later, after the giving 
of the Torah at Mt. Sinai, the sons of Aaron were 
ordained as priests by the touching of their ears, 
hands and feet—symbolic of listening, serving and 
going in God’s name. Centuries later, we cradle 
babies in our arms as we bless them, we hold 
baptismal candidates as they are immersed in water, 
and we lay our hands on ordinands as they begin 
their service as deacons and ministers.

Today, we are living in a context where gathering 
is risky, proximity is measured, and touch is 
discouraged. It’s understood. These same 
precautions were interwoven in Old Testament 

law and practiced when disease was present in a 
community. In caring for our community, we will 
ordain our new deacons this year without the usual 
proximity but with the same degree of prayerful 
blessing.

Join us via the internet on Sunday morning,  
January 24, at 10:30. During our morning worship 
hour, you will enjoy video introductions of our new 
deacons, we will offer prayers of blessing and 
ordination for them, and you will be able to share 
personal blessings in the ‘chat area’ of Facebook 
Live. It will not be our usual practice, but it will be a 
holy moment.

—Jim 
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Deacon Ordination and Installation
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24

As I noted in an article in the fall 
about the decision to delay church 
basketball this year, the Basketball 
Committee intends to provide a 
way for our children and youth 
to enjoy an organized basketball 
experience here at First Baptist, 
even if it is not in the context of 
competing with other churches. To 
help families look ahead and get 
this on their calendars, I wanted 
to share a few details of content 
and timing. I hope these bulleted 
details are helpful in giving you an 
idea of what to expect and when.

Registration: Signups will begin in 
February.

Schedule: Practices and games 
will be on Saturdays and Sundays 
in March and April.

Ages: K4 through 12th grade

Format: Intrachurch (in-house) 

Safety protocols: More details will 
be provided during registration, 
but masks will be required for 
players, coaches and fans. 
(Attendance will be limited in order 
to abide by the church’s current 
COVID guidelines.)

As is the case every season, the 
Basketball Committee’s goals for 
this year will be to:

1. Provide an opportunity for our 
kids to learn, appreciate and enjoy 
the game of basketball

2. Encourage friendship and 
teamwork in an athletic setting

3. Promote Christlike behavior in 
competitive situations

An additional goal for this 
particular year will be to do 
all of the above in a way that 
minimizes the risk of exposure to 

the corona virus and that adheres 
to the current guidelines and 
covenant put forth by the church’s 
Reopening Taskforce (https://
firstbaptistgreenville.com/covid-
19-covenant/). 

If you have questions, I would 
love to hear from you. Email me at 
matt.rollins@firstbaptistgreenville.
com

Thank you for your continued 
support of our basketball ministry, 
and we look forward to sharing 
the First Baptist Basketball 2021 
Experience.

Peace and Grace, 
Matt, Nikki and the First Baptist 

Basketball Committee
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First Baptist’s 2021 Basketball Experience
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Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to 
provide meals to go as well as 

Wednesday Night Specials at FBG 
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/

shop) to view their menu options. All 
meals will be available for drive-thru 

pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t 
even have to get out of your vehicle!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 1/11

Hospitals
Prisma-Greenville Memorial: Steve 
Coogler
St. Francis-Downtown: Jimmy Jeter

Rehab
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard
Cascades: Claudia Caldwell
Foothills Presbyterian: Virgil Story

Discharged
Annabelle Kennedy, Nancy 
Schlepphorst, Robert Farrar

Sympathy
…to the family of Curtis Kennedy.
…to Stacy Passmore and family in the 
death of his step-father.
…to Laurie Berry-Dorroh and family in 
the death of her father.
…to Tony Williams and family in the 
death of his mother.
…to Kae Childs and family in the death 
of her sister.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

January 11-17
Matt Rollins 

346-0971 (m)
January 18-24

Jim Dant 
478-737-7298 (m)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call 

the Church Office, 864-233-2527, 
and leave a message by pressing 

the number “199” for “Pastoral Care 
Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 12/31
$2,700,000

Receipts as of 12/31
$2,783,899

Receipts  
as of 12/31
$117,810

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

1/13 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/17 10:30am  (Virtual) Jim Dant,  
  Proclaimer
1/18 AYMC and Church Offices 
  Closed in Observance of  
  Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
1/20 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/24 10:30am  (Virtual) Jim Dant,  
  Proclaimer

1/27 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/31 10:30am  (Virtual) Jim Dant,  
  Proclaimer

Enrollment for First 
Baptist Day School

Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school 
year will be held in January. Members 
of First Baptist Greenville may begin 
enrolling on January 18, 2021. The 
church member priority enrollment 
period ends on January 24, 2021. 
Any available placements after that 
week will be offered to families on the 
waiting lists. 
To enroll infants who are eight weeks 
old through toddlers turning two years 
old after September 1, 2021, contact 
Rosemary New at rosemary.new@ 
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-
370-2515. To enroll children turning 
two years old through five years old 
prior to September 1, 2021, contact 
Dewanda Martin at dewanda.martin@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864- 271-
2613.
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