The

BRANCH
January 4, 2021

WORSHIP
Sunday, January 10, 2021

Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

10:30am
via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: Pious Pandemonium
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11

Wednesday, January 6
6:15pm
MidWeek Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise
Leadership During Wearisome Times: A
Study of Nehemiah

Access FBG Website here:
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/
Access Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/
fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only)
here:
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM
If you are having trouble viewing the
video stream or have had trouble in
the past, please email
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com.
Include your name, email and
description of your problem.
Thank you for your continued support.
—Will D.

I did a thing today. It’s certainly
not the first time I’ve done ‘this
thing,’ but it’s the first time with
this specific intentionality. (Was
that convoluted enough?) I walked
through the Sanctuary today. That’s
it. I walked through the Sanctuary—
up and down every aisle and across
the breadth of the balcony. I’ve
walked these paths between the
pews before but never with this
particular intent.
I walked through the Sanctuary
today and prayed for you. I
had planned to stand near the
platform—at the Lord’s Supper
table—and lift a silent prayer for
the corporate congregation, but
as I looked across the pews, the
prayers became more specific. I
know where you sit. I could almost
see you in your place. I walked pew
to pew—floor to balcony to choir
loft—and prayed for: Sidney, Anne,
Anne, Don, Susan, Ed, Jonathan,
Beth, Fritz, Debbie, Charlie, MinKen, Richard, Sallie, Joe, Julie,
James, Elizabeth, Pam, Marietta,
John, Patsy, Linda, Ken, Barbara,

Beth, Greg, Nancy, Dan, Sarah,
Roy, Elle, Charlie, Beth, Nancy,
Betty, Judy, Amy, Wesley, Oz, Bill,
Brad, Lisa, Lora, Bert and so many
more of you. You get the picture.
(You might even be able to envision
the route.) I had planned a quiet
five minutes at the Lord’s Supper
table. I ended up spending a little
over an hour putting pews with
faces and faces with prayers. I
realized as I exited the accordion
doors into the Narthex, many of
our members reside in other towns
or find themselves homebound; I
paused and remembered as many
of those names as I could. As I
made my way back to the office,
my eyes were a tad teary.
I certainly miss the church as a
community. However, I want you
to know that I miss you as an
individual. I miss seeing you each
week and receiving your hug,
pat on the shoulder, quirky smile,
critique, compliment, suggestion,
bit of news, prayer concern,
handshake, sermon feedback
and attentive (semi-attentive? day
dreaming? sleeping?) face in your
pew.
I’m looking forward to the day
we can regather. Until then, I’m
keeping you in my prayers, and I’m
keeping your pew warm…
—Jim

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness Room are open by appointment only,
Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon.
Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, appointments are available 5-7pm.
Email aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com for appointment.

MISSIONS

January Focus on Missions
First Baptist Greenville is proud to partner with Fostering Great Ideas, a
new beneficiary of our Foundation funds, that was founded locally in 2011
to advocate for children and teens struggling in the foster care system.
Their website, https://fgi4kids.org, states, “We bring Great Ideas to life that
improve lives, restore hope, build meaningful relationships and increase community-wide engagement. Our
commitment to children provides significant support for them during their foster care journey. Through the
work of the dedicated team at Fostering Great Ideas, healing is possible, and success is attainable.”

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Throughout January, we are invited
to provide hope to 15 college
students through the College
Fellows program, which benefits
students who have aged out of
the foster care system and many
of whom are first generation
college students. “When youth
age out of foster care, there are
significant challenges. They are
often on their own, lacking family
support for their journey.” College
Fellows provides accountability
and support for these students to
encourage them to complete their
education and “visualize a future
for themselves.”

We can support the work of FGI
College Fellows by providing the
following items for winter care
packages. You may:
1) Bring these items to the church
Reception Area Monday–Friday,
9am–5pm.
2) Find these items online and
have them shipped to:
First Baptist Greenville
c/o Amy Joye
847 Cleveland Street
Greenville, SC 29601
Contact Laura Stout with any
questions.

MidWeek Fellowship 2021
Wise Leadership During Wearisome Times
A Study of Nehemiah
Wednesday Evenings, 6:15pm
January 6–February 10
Dr. Jim Dant
Nehemiah is not one of the more popular books of the
Bible; however, it has been a go-to book for me during
the most challenging chapters of my pastoral work.
I’ve served four churches since seminary. Each of
these churches required some level of rejuvenation—a
turnaround. This kind of work calls for a measure of
wisdom and leadership. During my extended tenure at
each church, challenges arose which further demanded
a heart and head oriented—simultaneously—toward
the task at hand and the guidance of God. For me, the
Book of Acts in the New Testament and the Book of
Nehemiah in the Old Testament have been my guiding
rubrics in this area of leadership.

Gas gift cards
Hand sanitizer
Kleenex®
Gratitude journal
Fuzzy socks
Card games
Hot chocolate/apple cider
packets
Microwavable chicken noodle
soup
Cough drops
Powdered vitamin C packets
Chapstick
Gum
—Laura and the Missions and
Affiliations Committee

I’d like to share the Book of Nehemiah with you
during our MidWeek Fellowship Bible Study and
Prayer Time beginning Wednesday evening,
January 6, and ending February 10. These six
sessions will provide us with the insight and
strength to lead in the particular arenas of our lives.
You may be thinking to yourself, “I’m not a leader.”
Well, yes you are. Some of you lead businesses,
civic groups, book clubs, circles of friends,
committees, families, corporate boards, classes…
and if nothing else… you are the primary director
of your personal life decisions. We all need the
wisdom to lead. We particularly need the wisdom
to lead during times of crisis.
I hope you will join me as we dig into the Book of
Nehemiah. All services will be broadcast via the
internet and archived for those who wish to view
them later.
—Jim

Enrollment for First Baptist Day School

First Baptist Day School enrolls children ages eight
weeks through five-year-olds. The 200+ children
enrolled in the school are supported by a staff of

Family Christmas
Celebration
First Baptist Day School has an
annual Family Christmas Celebration.
The nativity story script is written
by the fives class, and they design
and create their costumes for the
celebration. In a non-COVID-19 year,
the children from the threes and
fours classes join in the celebration
by singing Christmas songs, while
family members and friends fill
the Sanctuary to watch and listen.
This year, in an effort to keep
everyone safe, only the fives families
were invited to attend in person.
Recordings of the children in the
fours classes were inserted into the
celebration. All FBDS families could
view the joyful celebration through
Livestream. Please enjoy these
pictures from the celebration.
—Kathy, Dewanda and Rosemary

60 educators. Additional information about the
school may be found on the school’s website at
firstbaptistdayschool.com.
Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year will be
held in January. Members of First Baptist Greenville
may begin enrolling on January 18, 2021. The church
member priority enrollment period ends on January
24, 2021. Any available placements after that week
will be offered to families on the waiting lists.
To enroll infants who are eight weeks old through
toddlers turning two years old after September 1,
2021, contact Rosemary New at rosemary.new@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-370-2515. To enroll
children turning two years old through five years old
prior to September 1, 2021, contact Dewanda Martin
at dewanda.martin@firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864271-2613.

FBDS

The mission statement for First
Baptist Day School reads,
in part, “Our goal is to
help young children feel
secure in their early
experiences away from
home, to develop a
positive self-image and
an awareness of others,
and to learn about God’s
love through nurturing by
caring teachers. Our goal is to
support each child in his own learning style, nourish
his curiosities and inquiring mind, and guide him in
growing respect for himself and the world around
him.”

January 4-10
Frank Smith
268-3890 (h)
January 11-17
Matt Rollins
346-0971 (m)
If you are unable to reach this minister
at the above number, please call
the Church Office, 864-233-2527,
and leave a message by pressing
the number “199” for “Pastoral Care
Emergencies.”

THE BRANCH (USPS No. 597060) is published weekly January
thru December (except one week in July and December).

Hospitals

On Call Nights and Weekends
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Financial Needs as of 12/31
$2,700,000

Pastoral Care

Send address changes to THE BRANCH, 847 Cleveland Street

Care List

Care List as of Morning, 1/4

Receipts
as of 12/31
$116,870

Greenville, SC 29601. (Phone 864-233-2527).
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LIVING GENEROUSLY

Receipts as of 12/31
$2,743,187

Kimberly Coates, Editor.

1/6 10:00am College Fellowship
		 (Fellowship Hall and AYMC
		 Grove Room)
5:00pm Youth Wednesday
		Nights
6:15pm (Virtual) MidWeek
		 Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise
		 Leadership During Wearisome
		 Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/10 10:30am (Virtual) Baptism of
		 the Lord Sunday
		 Jim Dant, Proclaimer
1:00-2:00pm Children’s 		
		 Ministry Event: Bingo Party
		 (AYMC)
1/13 4:00pm Preschool Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Youth Wednesday
		Nights
6:15pm (Virtual) MidWeek
		 Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise
		 Leadership During Wearisome
		 Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/17 10:30am (Virtual) Jim Dant,
		Proclaimer

1/18 AYMC and Church Offices
		 Closed in Observance of
		 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
1/20 4:00pm Preschool Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Youth Wednesday
		Nights
6:15pm (Virtual) MidWeek
		 Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise
		 Leadership During Wearisome
		 Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/24 10:30am (Virtual) Jim Dant,
		Proclaimer
1/27 4:00pm Preschool Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Elementary Choir and
		 Missions (Zoom)
5:00pm Youth Wednesday
		Nights
6:15pm (Virtual) MidWeek
		 Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise
		 Leadership During Wearisome
		 Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/31 10:30am (Virtual) Jim Dant,
		Proclaimer

847 Cleveland Street,
Greenville, South Carolina 29601-4495
(864) 233-2527 www.firstbaptistgreenville.com

Upcoming Events

(service links on church website)

Prisma-Greenville Memorial: Robert
Farrar

Rehab

Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard
Cascades: Claudia Caldwell

Discharged
Cindy Kenney-McIntyre, Woodie
Williams

Sympathy

…to Mike Payne and family in the
death of his mother.
…to Dot Dill and family in the death of
her sister.
…to the family of Edgar McKnight.
…to the family of Linda Q. Furman.
…Sandra Funderburk and Donnie
Simmons and families in the death of
their brother.
…Sandy Langley and Linda Tollison
and families in the death of their
mother.

Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to
provide meals to go as well as
Wednesday Night Specials at FBG
pricing! Visit their website (https://
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/
shop) to view their menu options. All
meals will be available for drive-thru
pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t
even have to get out of your vehicle!

