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Rustlings
BY JIM DANT

WORSHIP
Sunday, December 27, 2020

10:30am
via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio

First Sunday after Christmas
Proclaimer: Jim Dant

Sermon: The Waiting Room
Scripture: Luke 2:22-40

Service Musicians: Craig Price and 
Ellen Wilson

Sunday, January 3, 2021
10:30am

via FBG Website, Facebook and Radio
Epiphany Sunday

Proclaimers: Jim Dant and Akif Aydin
Sermon: Our Common Affections

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12
Service Musician: Kyle Matthews

Access FBG Website here: 
https://firstbaptistgreenville.com/

Access Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/

fbcgreenvillesc/
Access Radio (Sunday morning only) 

here: 
89.3-HD4, 91.9 FM, 92.9 FM

If you are having trouble viewing the 
video stream or have had trouble in 

the past, please email  
live@firstbaptistgreenville.com. 
Include your name, email and 
description of your problem.  

Thank you for your continued support.

—Will D.

It always arrived in late Autumn. 
By mid-December it was tattered, 
creased, marked-up and mangled. 
In our home, it was a shared 
treasure among four children. 
We placed our initials throughout 
its pages—SD, DD, JD, FD—
signifying the items each child 
hoped to find beneath the tree on 
Christmas morning. The Sears 
Wishbook was a tangible symbol 
of our childhood dreams.

The closest thing our church 
has to the Sears Wishbook is 
our Annual Mission and Ministry 
Plan (the budget). Each Autumn, 
our committees, lay leaders, and 
staff compile a list of mission and 
ministry projects we would like to 
accomplish in the coming year. 
Our wishes include: Senior Adult 
trips and activities, Youth Family 
camps and retreats, missionary 
support, seminary support, 
upgrades to technical equipment, 
educational material, candles and 
flowers for the holiday season, 
stipends for guest artists, funding 
for needed shelter and food, new 
music, children’s projects and 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

The Branch is on vacation next week and will return on January 4, 2021.

continued on page 3

books, insurance premiums, 
refinished gymnasium floors, 
contributions to United Ministries 
and a multitude of other local 
community agencies, counseling 
assistance, postage, and of 
course, pay for the preacher. Our 
Finance Committee compiles the 
budget, our Diaconate approves 
and recommends the budget, 
and our congregation votes to 
accept and fund the budget. For 
the past six budget cycles, our 
staff and church leadership have 
been good stewards of your trust; 
we have underspent each budget. 
For the last six budget cycles you 
have been faithful stewards of 
God’s blessings in your life; you 
have over-given each budget! 
These healthy patterns have 
afforded us the ability to better 
maintain our properties and 
expand the reach of our missions. 
Thank you!

I am hoping—trusting—we will 
exceed our budget requirements 
again this year. The COVID-19 
pandemic has forced us to 
deepen our internal ministries 
and expand our external mission 
investments. From the beginning 
of this pandemic, we were 
determined to face this challenge 
with creativity, positivity and 
the expectancy to thrive rather 
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They say that time flies 
when you’re having 
fun, and I believe it. 
I started working at 
First Baptist twenty-
two years ago, and 
it only seems like 
twenty-two days. I 
blinked, and I’m in my 
sixties. I’m sure many 
of you can relate. 

The years have been 
filled with watching and helping your teenagers grow 
spiritually, physically and emotionally. Most recently, 
they have been filled with basketball, workouts, 
personal trainers, fitness classes and meetings 
and parties of every type imaginable. I’ve had the 
pleasure of getting to know hundreds of people, 
maybe more; I should’ve kept count. We’ve worked 
hard, we’ve traveled, we’ve laughed, we’ve cried, 

we’ve prayed, and we’ve hugged (but not this year). 
My church family and the surrounding community 
have been a blessing to me, and I wouldn’t trade any 
of it for anything.

As you’ve read and heard, I am retiring at the end of 
this year. Life moves on, and it’s time for me to spend 
more time with my family. I will miss interacting with 
many of you on a daily basis. Don’t worry, though; 
First Baptist is my church home and always will be. 
I look forward to the day when we can gather again 
in worship, and I can give hugs all around. I love and 
cherish each and every one of you. You will always be 
in my prayers.

With a grateful heart,

Mittie

Please remember these members of our congregation celebrating birthdays in January who are not always 
able to be out and about.
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Happy Birthday!

January 2
Bob Mace (93)
284 Henderson Road
Greenville, SC 29607

January 3
Ethel Martin (96)
301 Aberdare Lane
Greenville, SC 29615

January 11
Helen Golightly (97)
3322 East North Street Extension
Greenville, SC 29615

January 14
John Curry
12 Park Avenue
Travelers Rest, SC 29690

January 15
Jan Smetana 
39 Richwood Drive
Greenville, SC 29607

January 19
Carolyn Godsey
200 Wellmore Drive
Apartment #3210
Lexington, SC 29072

January 21
Keeter Horton
2 Fountainview Terrace
#102
Greenville, SC 29607

AY
M

C

AYMC Pulse
A WORD FROM MITTIE



than just survive. In the strangest 
of ways, our church has been 
blessed this year. Let’s be thankful 
for the ways God has blessed us 

during this strange year. As we end 
this strange year, give generously 
to your church—a church that 
has stayed strong and relevant. 

Then, let’s take a deep breath and 
prepare ourselves for the joys and 
challenges of 2021.

—Jim

First Baptist Day School enrolls children ages eight weeks through five-year-olds. The 
200+ children enrolled in the school are supported by a staff of 60 educators. 

Additional information about the school may be found on the school’s website at 
firstbaptistdayschool.com.

Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year will be held in January. Members of 
First Baptist Greenville may begin enrolling on January 18, 2021. The church 
member priority enrollment period ends on January 24, 2021. Any available 
placements after that week will be offered to families on the waiting lists. 

To enroll infants who are eight weeks old through toddlers turning two 
years old after September 1, 2021, contact Rosemary New at rosemary.new@

firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-370-2515. To enroll children turning two years 
old through five years old prior to September 1, 2021, contact Dewanda Martin at dewanda.martin@
firstbaptistgreenville.com or 864-271-2613. 

FBDS

Enrollment for First Baptist Day School

For interested college students, 
our Ministry Education and 
Formation Committee is now 
taking applications for our 
Summer 2021 Youth Mentoring 
Team. The program is an 11-week 
program that will consist of a 
college student or students who 
have an interest in assisting with 
all aspects of ministry to youth 
(grades 6 through college). Their 
primary focus will be on building 
and strengthening relationships 
within our Youth Family. The 
program is designed to provide an 
opportunity for college students to 
identify strengths, gifts, interests 
and abilities; invest in this Youth 

Ministry and its members; and 
help create a sense of trust, 
respect and bond between our 
youth and youth leaders.

First Baptist’s Youth Mentoring 
Team will be made up of one or 
more college students who have 
completed at the minimum their 
first year of school. The preference 
will go to those college students 
who have shown genuine interest 
and commitment to the First 
Baptist Greenville Youth Ministry.

For interested college students, 
our Ministry Education and 
Formation Committee is now 
taking applications for Summer 

2021 Youth Mentor Team. Deadline 
for application is Monday, 
February 1, 2021.

Interested?

Go to https://firstbaptistgreenville.
com/ministry-education-
formation/ for full information and 
the application. Please submit 
Youth Mentor Applications to the 
Youth Ministry office no later than 
Monday, February 1, 2021. 

—Mary Carol
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Meals to Go
Uptown Catering continues to 
provide meals to go as well as 

Wednesday Night Specials at FBG 
pricing! Visit their website (https:// 
theuptowncompany.square.site/s/

shop) to view their menu options. All 
meals will be available for drive-thru 

pick up at the kitchen door—you don’t 
even have to get out of your vehicle!
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Care List
Care List as of Morning, 12/21

Hospitals
As of the morning of December 21, 
there are no hospitalized members of 
whom the Pastoral Care Ministry is 
aware.

Rehab
Patewood-Congaree: Brenda Ballard

Discharged
Laura Darnell, Miriam Faress

Sympathy
…to the family of Wayne Davis.

Pastoral Care
On Call Nights and Weekends

December 21-27
Jim Dant 

478-737-7298 (m)
December 28-January 3

Kyle Matthews 
551-0829 (m)
January 4-10
Frank Smith 
268-3890 (h)

If you are unable to reach this minister 
at the above number, please call the 

Church Office, 864-233-2527, and leave a 
message by pressing the number “199” for 

“Pastoral Care Emergencies.”

Financial Needs as of 12/19
$2,596,150

Receipts as of 12/18
$2,480,633

Receipts  
as of 12/18
$73,662

LIVING GENEROUSLY

Upcoming Events
(service links on church website)

12/24-25 Church Offices Closed in  
   Observance of Christmas 
12/24 5:00pm  (Virtual) Fireside   
   Christmas Eve Service
   Jim Dant, Proclaimer
12/27 10:30am (Virtual) First Sunday  
   of Christmas
   Jim Dant, Proclaimer
1/1/21 AYMC and Church Offices  
  Closed in Observance of  
  New Year’s Day
1/3 10:30am  (Virtual) Epiphany  
   Sunday
   Jim Dant and Akif Aydin,  
   Proclaimers
1/6 10:00am  College Fellowship  
  (Fellowship Hall and AYMC  
  Grove Room)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/10 10:30am  (Virtual) Baptism of  
  the Lord Sunday
  Jim Dant, Proclaimer

1/10 1:00-2:00pm  Children’s   
  Ministry Event: Bingo Party  
  (AYMC)
1/13 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah
1/17 10:30am  (Virtual) Jim Dant,  
  Proclaimer
1/18 AYMC and Church Offices 
  Closed in Observance of  
  Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
1/20 4:00pm  Preschool Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Elementary Choir and  
  Missions (Zoom)
 5:00pm  Youth Wednesday  
  Nights
 6:15pm  (Virtual) MidWeek  
  Fellowship: Jim Dant—Wise  
  Leadership During Wearisome  
  Times: A Study of Nehemiah

AYMC Hours
AYMC Walking Track and Fitness 
Room are open by appointment 

only, Monday-Friday, 8am-12noon. 
Additionally, on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday, appointments are available 

5-7pm.  Email  
aymc@firstbaptistgreenville.com for 

appointment.
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