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Prelude Music for Meditation 

Call to Worship  Kyle Matthews 

Hear these words of the prophet: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness – on them the light has shined.”

May this light shine.

Hear the words of the Lord: “I know the plans I have for you, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a 
future and a hope.” May the light of hope shine brightly in our lives.

May this light shine.

Hear these words of the prophet: “The Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces.” May the light of 
promise sparkle in our lives.

May this light shine.

Hear these words of Jesus: “The Lord has anointed me... to bind up the brokenhearted.” May the light of 
healing brighten our darkness.

May this light shine.

Into the darkness of the world’s night, the Light of the World has come.

May this light shine.



Welcome of Worshipers  

Invitation to Communion “At This Table” Jonas Myrin and Idina Menzel 
  © 2019 Songs of Universal, Inc., Duva Island Songs   

  and Idina Menzel Publishing Designee

The Lord’s Supper  Camille Loomis Rehnborg

Music for Meditation “Breath of Heaven” Chris Eaton and Amy Grant
  ©  1992 Bug Music/Age to Age Music, Inc. (ASCAP)  

  and Riverstone Music (ASCAP)

Meditation  Kendra Plating

Litany of Remembrance

We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We pause to remember clearly 
their faces, their voices, their bodies. We embrace and give thanks for the memories that bind 
them to us in this season of expectation. We remember them with love. May God’s eternal love 
surround them.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God 
appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, 
loss of health, loss of faith, the loss of joy. We acknowledge and embrace the pain of the past,   
O God, and we offer it to You, asking that into our wounded hearts and open hands You will 
place the gift of peace. We remember that through You all things are possible. Refresh, restore, 
renew us, O God, and lead us into Your future. 

O come thou Wisdom from on high and order all things far and nigh; to us the path of knowledge show                                                                           
and cause us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and remember the past 
weeks, months and, for some of us, years that have been heavy with our burdens. We accept 
and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen short and the times we have spent blaming 
ourselves and you for all that we have suffered. We accept and lay before you the times we have 
walked alone in darkness. We remember that though we have journeyed far, sometimes lost, that 
you have been a steady guide, present in the darkness. 

O come thou day-spring, come and cheer our spirits with thine advent here. Disperse the gloomy clouds of 
night and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel!

We light this fourth candle to remember faith. We remember the gifts of hope that God offers to us in the 
stories of Christmas which began in abandonment, insecurity and humbleness in a time of 
war and in a poor stable. We remember the loving God who came to share this life with us and 
promises us comfort and peace. We remember the One who shares our burdens, shows us the 
way, and journeys with us into all our tomorrows. 

O come, desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind. Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the 
whole world with heaven’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!



Prayers of the People and Congregational Candle Lighting

Music for Scripture “Psalm 27: A Responsorial Setting” Daniel Richardson
  and Angel Napieralski
  © 2010 admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources

Benediction

Music for Reflection “Silent Night” STILLE NACHT

  
 Emily Matthews, Soloist

 Camille Loomis Rehnborg, Pastoral Resident 

 Kyle Matthews, Minister of Pastoral Care

 Kendra Plating, Minister of Pastoral Care and Counseling
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